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GOD is Our Passion. Serving People is Our Mission.
The mission of the Nineteenth Street Baptist
Church is to profoundly experience, joyfully
celebrate, and meaningfully share God’s grace.
We do this through Christ-centered worship,
biblical instruction, prayer, nurturing fellowship,
and caring acts that are reflective of our
love for God and one another.
We, through the power of the Holy Spirit, proclaim
the Gospel and Jesus Christ to all people while
supporting the work of missions in our church,
our community, our country, and the world.
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PASTORS CORNER

From Mourning to Morning:
Remembering Lives Lost With Hope
By Pastor Darryl Roberts
On March 14, we joined D.C. residents throughout the eight
wards to remember the more than 1,000 lives lost during the
first year of the pandemic. Many of the nearly 50 houses of
worship gathered in clusters at a few points along Sixteenth
Street to share short remembrances for 29 minutes, ending
with a minute of silence. Three congregations stood on our
church steps—Nineteenth Street Baptist Church, Christ Lutheran
Church, and First Baptist Church—bound together by our
shared faith, our shared struggle, and
our shared hope.
We gathered, some 20 to 30 souls, to
carve out a space to speak for those
who cannot speak for themselves and
reaffirm that we are still in this together.
Although over 530,000 precious souls
died and almost 30 million people
caught the virus, we vowed that no one
will be forgotten. We will not forget the
teachers, students, doctors, waiters,
nurses, nursing assistants, police
officers, firefighters, cashiers, athletes,
grocers, bus drivers, homeless, children,
mothers, and fathers who lost their
lives. In their loss, they carry with them
unfulfilled dreams, shattered hopes,
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unraveled plans, and broken promises. They, too, will never be
forgotten.
We also gathered on that day to thank God for the hope just
beyond the horizon. Dark clouds are still in the air, but they
are starting to scatter now. We can see rays of light with the
sun breaking through the dark clouds of the pandemic. Spring
brings the promise of new life. We see rays of light in the
resilience and determination of those who beat COVID (some
living with long-term side effects),
and we are determined to share
their stories of victory. We can see
rays of light with the administration
of almost 130 million doses of the
vaccine. We can see rays of light with
schools, businesses, and public spaces
slowly reopening with relaxed social
distancing measures in place. We
gathered to remember lives that will
never be replaced and to celebrate the
dawning of a new day teeming with
hope.
Renata Eustice, pastor of Christ
Lutheran Church, offered words of
continued on next page
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encouragement and shared testimonials from members of her church who
experienced loss due to COVID-19. One
family lost 18 members due to the virus.
The Reverend Thomas Bowen, director
of the Mayor’s Office of Religious Affairs,
read the Mayor’s Proclamation for “A Day
of Remembrance for the Lives Lost to
COVID-19” and offered words of comfort
for families and a city in mourning.
Trustee Charlie Sprow’s voice thundered
as he read the names of more than 70
people who died (deceased members
and family non-members) during the
pandemic. Sister Siera Toney blessed
us with soul-stirring songs of hope and
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encouragement as we asked God’s
blessings over our people until morning
comes.

of our grief from yesterday and the possibilities of new hope, new opportunities,
and the blessings of a new day.

The road has been difficult but Jesus
journeys with us through the Gethsemane
Garden of grief (Matthew 26:36). Jesus’
story reminds us that in the garden is
where our souls are overwhelmed with
sorrow to the point of death. But it is also
the place where we discover the treasure
inside of us. It is where we learn how
to pray with depth, power, and passion
as God helps us refocus on our mission.
During this past year, we have prayed
without ceasing, through agony and
tears and, in the process, have gained the
power and encouragement to refocus
on our mission. The garden is also the
place where God sends ministering
angels to strengthen us for the journey.
We thank God for the angels that He has
sent to give us the strength to journey
on when the spirit is willing, but the flesh
is weak. Finally, it is in the garden where
we reassess our assets—our voices, our
minds, our hearts, our feet, our courage,
and our faith—and discover that God
has given us everything we need to rise
until morning comes. We can rise, even at
midnight, because while grief is indefinite,
darkness does have an endpoint. The
morning will come. And when morning
comes, it always brings with it the residue

As Deacon Pierce and the GriefShare
Ministry team reminded me, while many
families have been reluctant to talk
about the loss of loved ones this past
year, so many have grown closer to God.
On March 14, we gathered to provide a
voice and space to remember lives lost.
We also gathered to bear witness to the
miracle that we have grown stronger
together through our unbreakable faith in
God in the midst of so much agony and
pain. v
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Some Thoughts about Calvary
Holy Week
Services

By Rev. Jerry C. Cheatham, Associate Minister
No other word in our language is
packed with more meaning and filled
with more passion than the word
Calvary. No other physical landmark
or geographical location in the whole
universe is more significant than this
place, which is called Calvary.
Although the exact site is not known,
prominent theologians and scholars
of the Bible generally accept that
Calvary is a hill or elevation located
on the outside of the city walls of
Jerusalem. But no matter where it
is on the map, the significance of
Calvary is centered on a man and
mission. The man was Jesus, and
His mission was to forgive the sins
of mankind. Without Jesus’ death
on the cross, Calvary is just another
piece of real estate on the outskirts
of Jerusalem. But with the crucifixion
of Jesus Christ upon that hill, and
with His precious blood flowing down
upon that elevation, Calvary becomes
Holy Ground.
There is no wonder the hymn writer
could say, “Lead me to Calvary.”
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Calvary is a reminder of what Jesus
did for all mankind. Calvary refreshes
our memory of the events that
accompanied His crucifixion. Calvary
causes us to reflect upon His pain
and His suffering.
Lest I forget Gethsemane,
Lest I forget Thine agony.

Thursday, April 1

Maundy Thursday
Covenant Night Prayer Meeting
6:30–7:30 p.m.

Lest I forget Thy love for me,
Lead me to Calvary.

Call 605-472-5349, Access Code 348952#

Calvary presents a picture of extreme
opposites. It shows human hatred
reaching its lowest point, but it also
shows divine love soaring to the
highest heights. On one hand, Calvary
shows what happens when evil lurks
in the minds of men, but on the
other hand, it shows the abundance
of love in the heart of God. Calvary
allows us to see sin at its worst, but
it also allows us to see grace at its
best. Calvary reminds us that we are
wretched sinners, but it also reminds
us that Jesus is a loving Savior.

Friday, April 2

Just something to think about during
Easter… v
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Good Friday
Seven Last Words of Christ Service
Noon
Georgetown Cluster of Churches
Pastor Roberts preaching the 6th Word,
“It Is Finished.”
Join the service using this link
Sunday, April 4

Virtual Easter Sunday Service
Communion Sunday
10 a.m.
Join via YouTube or Facebook.
Gather your elements for communion.
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TRUSTEE TALK

Protecting God’s Creation
By Trustee Donza M. Poole
“The earth is the Lord’s and everything in
it…” Psalm 24 (NIV)

garden early last year. Both projects
helped protect the environment, were
executed at no cost to the church, and
have resulted in significant savings on
church utility bills. In between these
projects, the Board enhanced the
church’s recycling program and began
using energy-efficient LED lightbulbs.

April is the month the world celebrates
the environment, with Earth Day on
April 22 and Earth Day Sunday on April
18. As Christians, we are stewards of
all that God has entrusted to our care,
including the environment. This month’s
column talks about Nineteenth Street
as a steward of God’s creation; the
latest developments with the heating,
ventilation, air conditioning (HVAC)
improvements; and what lies ahead for
the Board of Trustees in May.

Nineteenth Street has made great strides
in going green in less than five years, and
we continue on this journey. Last summer,
the church began working with an intern
to help maintain the prayer garden. Read
more about this collaboration on page 19.
For information about Earth Day
and Earth Day Sunday and on
how you can be an environmental
steward, visit earthday.org and
www.creationjustice.org/earth-day-sunday.

The Journey to Green

Old HVAC equipment to be replaced
During my first term as a trustee, the
Board began considering solar energy for church electricity.
After reviewing multiple solar panel proposals, the Board
selected Volt Energy, a Washington, D.C.-based minority-owned
New Air Conditioner Scheduled for Completion this Month
renewable energy firm, to install a solar panel system. In spring
2017, the church installed what was then one of the largest
Work on the new air conditioner for the sanctuary began last
renewable energy systems on a District of Columbia church.
month with an expected completion date before the end of
April. The church plans to install the first of two new steam
Two years later, the Board helped the church pursue another
heating boilers later this year. Both projects are made possible,
environmental project. After securing a grant to reduce
pollution to area waterways, the church installed a prayer

continued on next page
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in part, by contributions to the Capital Improvement Project
and the special offering for Trustee Rally Day.

Trustee Rally Day to Focus on HVAC Improvements
For over 30 years, the church has celebrated Trustee Rally
Day on the third Sunday in May. This year Trustee Rally
Day will be May 16. It is a time to reflect on the ministry of
the Trustee Board as stewards of the church’s finances and
facilities and to thank the church family for their faithful
support. It is also a day to raise funds for a special church
building project. This year, contributions to Trustee Rally
Day will again support HVAC improvements.
The improvements include the current installation of the
new sanctuary air conditioner and the future replacement
of two new steam boilers for heating the church. These
much-needed improvements are estimated to cost
$335,000. We are pleased to report that the church has
raised over half the funds required for the upgrades. A
detailed update on the HVAC funding is scheduled for the
April 16 church business meeting.
Church members are encouraged to give $200, or whatever
amount is comfortable, for this year’s Trustee Rally Day
offering. Members may also contribute their Trustee Rally
Day offering in installments in the weeks leading up to
May 16.
The Brinkley Golf Tournament has historically been a
source of funding for building projects. Since the Board
cannot hold the tournament this year due to the COVID-19
pandemic, Trustee Rally Day donations are even more
important.
Your contribution to Trustee Rally Day, no matter the
amount, is greatly appreciated. v
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EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT TEAM UPDATE

Church Preparing to Send
Reopening Survey
Sign-up today, if you’re not on the church email list
The church is preparing to send out a reopening survey to
church members. The survey will seek church member views
about returning to in-person worship services, now that the
District of Columbia has lifted some of its COVID-19 restrictions
on mass gatherings. The survey will be sent to members on the
church’s email list first, since email is the most cost-effective
and efficient way to conduct the survey.
If you are not on the church’s email list but would like
to receive your survey by email, please sign-up for the
church email list by visiting the church website at:
19thstreetbc.org/subscribe-to-the-eblast. If you do not have
access to email or prefer not to sign up for the church’s email
list, a survey will be sent to you by regular mail.
How church members feel about attending in-person worship
services will be an important
factor in the church leadership’s decision on when and
how to safely reopen the
church to in-person worship
services. We encourage
all church members to
participate in this important
survey to ensure your views
are considered. v
Rev. Roberts’ vaccination on March 16
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Church Offers Food Help to Community Again
By Deborah Heard
The church food pantry has reopened for the first time since
closing a year ago in response to the COVID-19 pandemic. On
Thursday, March 25, more than a dozen volunteers gathered
in the church parking lot to distribute food to members of the
church and the community. The first cars arrived just before the
official opening at 9 a.m. Before the closure at noon, 53 boxes
and 15 bags of groceries were handed out to those who drove
or walked up.
The food pantry will host a second distribution on Saturday,
April 10 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Starting in May, the pantry is
expected to be open to serve on the
second and fourth Thursdays of each
month, reports Cynthia Thompson,
who co-chairs the pantry task force
with Angela Griffin.
The March 25 distribution was part of
a larger Community Empowerment
Day organized by Nineteenth Street
and Terrific Inc., a nonprofit organization that provides services for
seniors and families. Members of
Terrific Inc. handed out resource
material on housing, nutrition, and
other topics, while church volunteers
put groceries in car trunks and carts.
“One of the challenging things as a pastor and a church is to see
so many people who are hurting,” said Pastor Darryl Roberts.
“During the pandemic, our community has been hit the hardest.
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We’re opening to meet the needs, to serve those who are
hurting. They need to know that the church cares.”
The boxes of food were provided to the church at no cost by
our long-time partner, the Capital Area Food Bank (CAFB).
The bags contained cereals, pasta, and other items donated
by church members. Each box of non-perishable foods was
designed to feed a family of four for five days. Items included
canned vegetables, canned fruit, cans of tuna, and jars of
peanut butter.” Our team of in-house nutritionists works hard to
guarantee all boxes packed each week contain food for healthy,
nutritionally balanced meals, based on
USA nutritional guidelines,” according
to the description on the CAFB
website.
Church volunteers are central to the
entire pantry operation and more
volunteers are needed. Tasks include
carrying boxes delivered by CAFB
trucks, restocking pantry shelves,
and packing groceries into bags for
distribution. Volunteers can sign up
for shifts and duties. Anyone who is
interested in working with the pantry
team is asked to call the office at
202-829-2773. A pantry representative
will follow up with you to schedule
your service. Personal protective equipment (masks, gloves, and
hand sanitizer) will be given to all volunteers. v
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Steps Forward in 2021 for Haiti’s Pediatric Clinic
By Phillis Walls Cooke, Global Missions Ministry Leader
Since 2016 Nineteenth Street Baptist Church and VillageMed
have partnered to support VillageMed’s Haiti’s Healthy Child
Project, which aims to build a permanent pediatric clinic in that
country. VillageMed has made regular
visits to Haiti, and in the spring of 2018,
Global Missions Ministry joined one of
VillageMed’s medical mission trips to
share the love of Christ. VillageMed set
up a temporary medical clinic in Port au
Prince and in Layaye, Haiti, and children
came steadily each day filling up the
clinics, which provided much-needed
medical care to them.

with their team in Haiti and moving plans forward without our
physical presence there.
continued on next page

Families living in Layaye donated land
to build a permanent pediatric clinic,
and Nineteenth Street’s Deacon Stan
Britt surveyed the land and drew up
the blueprints. Global Missions Ministry
made plans to take church members to
Layaye for the clinic groundbreaking
in 2019. Severe civil unrest broke out in
Haiti that year, making it unsafe for us
to go. (And the U.S. State Department
restrictions prohibited the visit.) Then
in 2020, COVID-19 struck. Throughout
this time VillageMed continued working
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When Nineteenth Street began the partnership with VillageMed in
2016, we set the goal of raising $100,000 in five years to support the
project. We needed creativity, flexibility, and the backing of the church
membership to accomplish this. We set up the Haiti Walk 5K as our
major fundraiser for this project. Church members gave generously;
worked diligently; and reached out to family, friends, and acquaintances to invite them to join us in being a blessing to the children of
Haiti. After four years, donations are close to $76,000!
We recognize the opportunity God has given us to serve, and we
are grateful. God continues His guiding hand upon us in service and
obedience to Christ to seek to carry out God’s Great Commission in
Matthew 28:19, “Go ye therefore…”
As more people are vaccinated and the threat of danger from
COVID-19 decreases significantly, we are planning an in-person Haiti
Walk 5K in 2021. Details will be forthcoming. This will be the last year
for a 5K walk fundraiser for Haiti. Towards this end, Global Missions
Ministry is hosting a Virtual-a-Thon Kick-off for Haiti Walk 5K 2021.
Join Global Missions Ministry and VillageMed via zoom on Saturday,
April 10 at 10 a.m. for our kick-off. As we march toward our goal,
Nancy Quincy, president of VillageMed, will be present to update us
on the steps forward in Haiti. Then, delight your senses with A Taste of
Haiti, featuring a notable Haitian restaurateur, and A Taste of Haitian
Culture, featuring an accomplished Haitian artist, and more.
Enjoy the fellowship as you learn how you can be a blessing to the
children of Haiti in 2021. With heartfelt appreciation, we thank you for
your past and continued support of Haiti’s Healthy Child Project.
Together we can reach our goal. LET’S FINISH STRONG! v

Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81624890562?pwd=TjBHd
mRSSTNKQk83UG1TUTE0VzE0UT09
Meeting ID: 816 2489 0562
Passcode: 575023
One tap mobile
+13017158592,,81624890562#,,,,*575023#
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www.19thstreetbc.org

Come Watch With Me
Campaign Announces
Winners

ACCESS NINETEENTH STREET SERVICES
Access LIVESTREAM on YouTube at
youtube.com/channel/UClL8xG5-YbTSRVVx1odHcZA

A year ago, the church launched a Come Watch with Me
campaign to encourage church members to invite family
and friends to join them in watching Nineteenth Street’s
virtual worship services. Over 400 people came, invited
by members of Nineteenth Street Baptist Church in the
past year. First place winner Roxanna Bilal won by having
22 guests during the campaign. Deaconess E. Louis White
and Trustee Michael Beale came in second and third place
with 16 and 12 guests, respectively. The winners received gift
cards for their outstanding efforts.

Access the PRAYER MEETING AND PRAYER CALL at
605-472-5349, access code 348952#
Access the CHURCH SCHOOL ADULT CLASS CALL at
712-770-5572, access code 577559#
Contact organizers for access to ZOOM programs

Check out and follow our social media accounts:

Congratulations to:

Facebook: www.facebook.com/Everyblessing.org
Instagram: www.instagram.com/explore/tags/nsbcdc

Pastor Roberts on the Air
Tune into the Coach Butch McAdams Show on Sunday,
April 18, at 12:30 p.m. to hear Pastor Darryl Roberts talk
about Nineteenth Street ministries and initiatives.

First Prize
Roxanna Bilal

Second Prize
Deaconess E. Louis White

Third Prize
Trustee Michael Beale
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Listen live on radio stations WOL (1450 AM) and MAGIC
(95.9 FM) or listen to live radio streaming on a computer
or cell phone device by going to www.woldcnews.com. v
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Nineteenth Street T-Shirts
Go on Sale Soon!
By Brenda Lightening-Tolbert
Great News everyone, your request is
our command!! The Communications
Ministry is pleased to announce that
T-shirts with the new church logo will
be available for purchase by church
family and friends this month.
Best of all, you can order the T-shirts
online, and the shirts will be delivered
directly to you. The ordering link will
be open on April 11 and close on May
2. The T-shirts should arrive before
Memorial Day.
The T-shirts will be available in a wide
range of sizes from youth extra small
to adult men’s 4XL. In addition to the
men’s style, there is a slightly tapered
women’s version in sizes S to 3XL.
The Communications Ministry is not
using this as a fundraising project, but
rather a church-branding project. Most
of the shirts will be offered at the low
base price of $7.50 to make them as
affordable as possible for every one
who wants one. (The XL sizes cost a
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little more.) In addition to the base
price, you pay a 49 cents processing
fee per shirt, taxes based on where
the shirt is mailed, and $6.95 for
shipping and handling per order (not
per shirt). Your shirt can be delivered
to anywhere in the continental United
States, so you do not have to be in the
DMV area to order one.
For anyone who is not able to order
online you may call the church office
to place an order or pick up an
ordering form from the church office.
Plan on ordering a T-shirt for every
member of your household! For
questions or more information, you
can contact Judy Brandon, T-shirt
coordinator for the Communications
Ministry, at jsmbrandon@aol.com or
call the church office.
Watch for news about the ordering
link on April 10. Hope to see you in
your Nineteenth Street logo T-shirt this
summer!! v
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Straight Up Stretch with Patina
By Oretha Chandler, Senior Ministry
The stress of COVID-19 is taking a physical toll on our bodies.
We know that getting enough sleep, eating healthy, and staying
active are important. But did you know that stretching can both
energize you and relieve you of mental and physical stress?

• Reduces muscular tension and enhances muscular
relaxation. Chronically tense muscles tend to cut off their
own circulation, resulting in a lack of oxygen and essential
nutrients. Stretching allows your muscles to relax.

Stretching is an important and often overlooked part of a
workout. It can help improve your range of motion, lower the
risk of injuries, boost blood flow to your muscles, and ease
tension—and it feels great. Stretching regularly benefits both
your mind and your body. According to the American Council
on Exercise, here are the top 10 reasons you should always take
the time to stretch:

• Improves mechanical efficiency and overall functional
performance. Because a flexible joint requires less energy
to move through a wider range of motion, a flexible body
improves overall performance by creating more energyefficient movements.

• Decreases muscle stiffness and increases range of motion.
Stretching helps improve your range of motion, which may
also slow the degeneration of your joints.
• May reduce your risk of injury. A flexible muscle is less likely
to become injured if you must make a sudden move. By
increasing the range of motion in a particular joint through
stretching, you can decrease the resistance on your body’s
muscles during various activities.
• Helps relieve post-exercise aches and pains. After a hard
workout, stretching your muscles helps keep them loose and
lessens the shortening and tightening effect that can lead to
post-workout aches and pains.
• Improves posture. Stretching the muscles of the lower back,
shoulders and chest helps keep your back in better alignment
and improves your posture.
• Helps reduce or manage stress. Well-stretched muscles hold
less tension and, therefore, can help you feel less stressed.
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• Prepares the body for the stress of exercise. Stretching prior
to exercise allows your muscles to loosen up and become
better able to withstand the impact of the activity you choose
to do.
• Promotes circulation. Stretching increases blood supply to
your muscles and joints, which allows for greater nutrient
transportation and improves the circulation of blood through
your entire body.
• Decreases the risk of low-back pain. Flexibility in the
hamstrings, hip flexors, and muscles attached to the pelvis
relieves stress on the lumbar spine, which in turn reduces your
risk of low-back pain.
Join the Senior Ministry’s Six-Week Straight Up Stretch with
Patina on Saturdays, 1–2 p.m. on April 10 and 24, May 8 and 22,
and June 5 and 19. You will need comfortable workout clothes, a
yoga mat, a bottle of water, a towel, and a sturdy chair.
Click the link to register for Straight Up Stretch with Patina:
https://forms.gle/m5vJxiNAP8R3Bmk77
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The GriefShare Team: Managing Through the Pandemic
By Deacon Leon Pierce
The GriefShare Ministry team has been
unable to participate in social interactions
due to COVID-19 safety concerns. We have
six team members who function as group
facilitators; four of them are approaching
their mid-80s.
It has felt surreal functioning as a grief
support group with the aura of death and
pestilence around us everywhere. COVID-19
has been overwhelming for everyone—some coping much better
than others. Participation in the support group has ranged
from three to five/six members by telephone conference as
Zoom was not available to everyone. Prior to COVID, a weekly
35–40-minute video was the primary resource for providing
expert guidance to bereaved members. After the shutdown,
this was not an available option, and facilitators had to become
more innovative and adept to guide participants through the
GriefShare program’s grief process.
What we found striking about our group experience was that
the world was engulfed in discussing the virus, yet in the group
people were either in denial or too guarded to discuss it. We
surmised that what participants felt or experienced about
COVID was too personal and private. In therapeutic circles,
we call this “the elephant in the living room syndrome” (i.e.,
something as large as life is staring you in the face or you
barely have space to move around it, and yet you avoid it).
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My assessment was the COVID pandemic was so awesome,
people never heard of or faced anything like it before and were
terrorized and, in essence, speechless. Speaking about it within
the confines of their homes was safer, and discussion of the
pandemic became more prevalent as we began to address it
more often.
What became more apparent to us was that there were close
parallels to what group participants were experiencing as
survivors and how all were being called upon to survive the
pandemic. The group participants have had to face a new
normal as we all have. During this pandemic, they have had to
face uncertainty, helplessness, hopelessness, and feeling out
of control as we all have had to do. We all have felt vulnerable,
that things are no longer predictable, fearing losses, the lack of
consistency, and so forth.
The most pivotal revelation is our experience with God.
Participants have become stronger and more knowledgeable
of Him. It is normal for us, in our weakest and most vulnerable
moments, to question “where is God.” In group, we are mindful
that we are never alone, and God is always with us. He has
promised “never to leave us or forsake us” (Hebrews 13:5). God
thinks of us constantly. I often think of those with COVID dying
alone. If I could be with them, what would I want to say to
them?
I would share about Jesus Christ and the blessings from Psalms
139: 1-18. I wish I had space to say more. v
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Page-turner Book Review
By Deacon Johnnie Love
Since we are blessed with the celebration of
our risen Lord, I find it crucial to discuss Dr.
Charles Stanley’s book, Eternal Security: Can
You Be Sure? If you want a complete understanding of what happens when you are in the
Lord and death is imminent, this is the book
for you. Its message is clear and filled with joy,
hope, and praise for what Jesus did at Calvary,
for His death guarantees our eternal security!

Dr. Stanley addresses and answers the fundamental concepts
of becoming a disciple on related topics such as: being
saved, adoption into the family of God, salvation, justification,
imputation, and guilt. He also answers the questions: How can
we lose Christ’s payment for our sins? Can God declare us guilty
after He has already declared us not guilty? He also makes the
point that we do not know the plan of God. Why would God
choose before the foundation of the world to adopt someone
He knew He would eventually have to let go?

For years now, Dr. Stanley has evangelized with unwavering
faith that Jesus is Lord. His ministry is worldwide and goes
beyond denominational lines as it exemplifies the essence of
Matthew 28:18-20.

Dr. Stanley wants the reader to know the moment we trust
Christ as our Savior, He seals us as His child even though our
seal is not visible. Hebrews 9:28 (NLV) is clear, “So also, Christ
died once for all times as a sacrifice to take away the sins of
many people.”

Dr. Stanley addresses the question: Is it possible for one to
lose his or her salvation? This is an important question to
have answered for non-believers and believers alike. Even the
Christian who has been in church for a lifetime may need clarification on this question. Stanley emphasizes when there is
uncertainty concerning how salvation is attained, there will be
confusion on whether it can be maintained. Ambivalence comes
when we do not have a clear understanding of what Christ did
at Calvary. When we do not have a full grasp of the doctrine of
eternal security, it will create a state of legalism. The person in
doubt may feel they need to work for their salvation, although
scripture says, “that faith without works is dead.”

The Epistle | Vol. 42 No. 4 | April 2021

FULL SCREEN

For people who believe they can lose their positions as
children of God, the author makes it clear that they are set up
for a serious case of spiritual insecurity. He also clarifies with
scriptural text and makes it clear that when Christ died for
one of your sins, He died for past, present, and future sins. Our
Savior paid an awesome price for us!
You have got to read this book! Dr. Stanley answers those
questions so that the reader can proclaim victory in his or
her destination! I found this book to be a definite Page-turner
and reaffirms my faith in Jesus Christ and the price He paid at
Calvary. v
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Minister Wiley to Preach for Women’s Day
By June L. Jackson
The Annual Women’s Day Worship Service will
be observed Sunday, April 25, 2021, with the
theme, “Twenty-First Century Women of Faith:
Walking in Power, Love, and Discipline.” The
scripture reference is I Timothy 2:2-4.
The Missionary Society is proud to have
Minister Leslie A. Wiley as the Women’s Day
Messenger of the Hour. Minister Wiley was
licensed by Nineteenth Street Baptist Church to preach the
Gospel shortly after her initial sermon on June 9, 2016. She
is active with ministerial duties and church ministries. As a
Missionary Society member, Deaconess Mozelle E. Watkins
commented recently, “she [Minister Wiley] speaks softly, but her
message is powerful!”
However we gather, in-person or virtually, please join us to lift
up and salute all women of the church as we pray, offer praise
to Almighty God, sing, celebrate, and enjoy Women’s Day 2021!
The Women’s Day planning team is led by chair Deaconess
Martha Ward and co-chairs Sister Sandra Keaton Brown and
Deaconess Pearl Sudduth. Sister Rosemary Massey is the
Missionary Society President.
Whether it is Women’s Day, Homecoming Sunday dinner,
helping with the Thanksgiving Day service, Toys for Tots,
researching more than 50 years of membership candidates,
Church Women United-DC unit meetings, or updating the
church birthday calendar, there is always something for
discussion and planning at a Missionary Society meeting.
Sometimes we have two events that require simultaneous
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planning. The COVID-19 pandemic does not afford us the
opportunity to give up or to slow down. Instead, it gives us the
motivation to remain faithful, stay the course, focus, and plan
our events with resolve to fulfill our purpose and mission. Defeat
is not an option.
The following are some of our mission obligations:
• National Center for Children and Families
• Home Mission Board, NBCUSA, Inc.
• Columbia Lighthouse for the Blind
Did You Know?
• Toys for Tots
The Missionary Society
was
• Stoddard Nursing Home
organized by Henry Butle
r in
1839. It is one of the old
• American Bible Society
est
organizations at Ninete
enth
• Church Women United-DC Unit
Street Baptist Church—1
82
• Trustee Rally Day
years of continuous ser
vice!
• D.C. Boys Choir
• Church School Thanksgiving Project
• Foreign Mission Board, NBCUSA, Inc.
• Award to church member high school graduates
• The Nehemiah Project DC (new last year)
The tremendous support received from our church family has
enabled the Missionary Society to reach in and reach out to
make a difference. For this, we say, “Thank You!” Our budget
is extensive. Although in 2019 and 2020 we had to cut each
mission obligation in half, with your help, we found a way to
ensure a donation to each mission obligation. Please see the
Women’s Day envelope in your envelope packet. If you can give
$50, great; however, any and all donations are welcome and
gratefully received. Mail-in and online giving are available. v
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I Am Healed
By Deacon Jessie L. McCrae
In August 1992, my husband Willie and I
drove to our hometown to celebrate our
32nd wedding anniversary. During the
seven-hour trip, I silently suffered excruciating pain on the right side of my body. The
pain worsened, so I began praying that God
would give me some relief. I initially tried
over-the-counter medications to avoid going
to the local hospital emergency room. When
I did not get any better, we decided to return
home to schedule an emergency appointment with my doctor.
At the visit, my doctor examined me but could not find anything
wrong with me, even though I felt as badly as I did before I went
to see her. After Labor Day, I sought a second opinion from a
different doctor. That doctor prescribed a medical treatment,
but after the next few weeks, nothing changed. My husband
insisted that I see another medical professional. I foolishly
waited until the holidays were over, while I kept praying and
asking for God to relieve the pain.
Finally, in January 1993, the pain became unbearable. I took a
few vacation days from work and remained in bed. One evening,
I was awakened by a very sharp pain in my side. I prayed, but
just did not understand exactly what was going on within my
body. I knew that I could not tolerate this agonizing pain any
longer.
By the end of March 1993, I found a female doctor who
specialized in internal medicine and scheduled an appointment
to see her in early April. I was overwhelmed with anxiety about
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seeing this new physician. While I waited to be seen at her
office, I kept meditating on my go to scripture, Isaiah 41:10
(NKJV) which tells us to “Fear not for I am with you; Be not
dismayed for I am your God. I will strengthen you, Yes, I will help
you, I will uphold you with my righteous right hand.” Several
minutes later, the nurse called my name and led me to the
doctor’s office where the physician asked the usual new patient
questions. I told her of the strong history of cancer in our family,
maternally and paternally, that included both parents, myself
and three of my siblings.
At the end of the visit, the doctor ordered additional tests to be
performed quickly. Days later she called to informed me that I
had tested positive for ovarian cancer. She had her nurse setup
an appointment for me to see my gynecologist and referred me
to an oncologist, who candidly stated he wished I had come to
him six months earlier. Things looked bleak for me.
When I returned home, I told my daughter Charita everything
the oncologist had told me. But I told her I refused to allow the
devil or a doctor to determine my fate. I was going to put my
trust and faith in God as a healer.
From that day, I read the Holy Bible more diligently than ever
before and spent 30 minutes each day praying and meditating
on God’s word. I asked God for His divine intervention over
my life. I kept on praying and reading other books and Bible
passages relative to sustaining faith in God. I held on tight to my
belief in the healing power of Jesus Christ.
continued on next page
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My family and I felt that God, through his son Jesus Christ,
would hear our pleas. In addition to asking for forgiveness, I
had to reaffirm my faith in God. Again, Charita sensed what I
was going through and gave me a copy of The Key to Scriptural
Healing, a book by Rev. Kenneth Hagin. I read it to help me
become more knowledgeable about God’s healing power.
A few days before my surgery, I saw a co-worker on the bus
and shared everything about my upcoming surgery. Suddenly I
realized I was speaking to an angel sent by God. She gave me
spiritual guidance that helped me trust in His word faithfully and
totally. She also shared several healing scriptures to read daily
at bedtime and advised me to believe that I have been healed.
I did exactly as she recommended, and, at various times, I read
and meditated on the Book of Job.
My operation was scheduled at 2:30 p.m. the Monday before
Easter. When I entered the operating room, a nurse miraculously appeared, touched me on my arm, and told me not to
worry because she was with me. I vaguely remembered being
rolled into a large, chilly room; after that, I only recall someone
touching the tip of my toes and calling my name to awaken me.
I was not alert enough to know if I was still alive.
Each time a nurse came into my hospital room, I asked, “Are you
the nurse who spoke to me as I entered the operating room?”
They all answered, “No.” Charita explained, “Mom, you must
know that God sent His guardian angel to protect and watch
over you.”
I was discharged from the hospital the Friday after Easter
Sunday. Praise the Lord, I did not have to undergo chemotherapy because I had stage one cancer. Each year over the
next 20 years, I had to take either a CA125 blood test or a CT
scan. I was told that both tests would be beneficial in the early
detection of cancer in the future. The physician reminded me
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that once you have had cancer there is always the possibility for
it to return. However, after many years of annual consultations
with the oncologist, he finally told me he was releasing me from
care. He advised me to continue seeing my other doctors for
annual check-ups.
The Good Lord made it possible for me to return to work after
five weeks. On my first day back, I learned that two of my
co-workers had the same type of cancer I did. They were not as
blessed, and both have since passed away.
Currently I am a 28-year cancer survivor, and I am claiming the
victory because God, through his son Jesus Christ, gave me
another chance to live. Continuously, I am trying to become a
better Christian each day of my life. Please pray for and with me.
Thank You Lord for your love, grace, and mercy and for your son
Jesus Christ. Yes, it is indeed “with your stripes,” I am healed.
Hallelujah! v

Mark your Calendar for Second
Communications Workshop
The Communications Ministry is planning a second
workshop for Monday, April 26, at 6:30 p.m. Every church
ministry or organization is asked to select a liaison to attend
the workshop. Anyone interested in learning about the tools
and processes for improving communications and how the
Communications Ministry can help is invited to participate.
This workshop is not a repeat of the first communications
workshop held last October.
Please send questions to Communications@19thstreetbc.org.
Watch for more details and the Zoom link.
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Meet the Prayer Garden Intern
By Trustee Donza M. Poole
Shortly after completion of the prayer garden last year, the
COVID-19 pandemic hit. Church staff and a few volunteers
have helped maintain the garden during this time. In August,
the prayer garden caretaker group expanded to include
Noa Gordon-Guterman, a program associate, on a one-year
assignment with Interfaith Power & Light (D.C., Maryland, and
Northern Virginia).
Noa is part of Avodah, which trains emerging Jewish leaders
to take on pressing social and economic issues in America. She
works with Interfaith Power & Light as a member of Avodah’s
Jewish Service Corps. Joelle Novey, the director of Interfaith
Power & Light, learned of our prayer garden through Senior
Pastor Darryl Roberts and suggested Noa could assist the
church as a prayer garden intern.
“It’s been really cool,” said Noa,
of working in the prayer garden.
While not an expert, Noa said she
has a background in gardening,
having done farm work, weeding
at college, and other outdoor work.
Noa is from New York City and
graduated last year from Oberlin
College with a degree in Religion
and Politics. She currently
lives not far from the church in
Avodah housing and was able to
regularly visit the prayer garden
in the fall, spending most of that
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time weeding. She observed that the garden is primarily selfsustaining and said this has made her job fairly easy.
Noa has been working with Deacon Deborah Crain-Kemp, who
was part of the church team that secured the grant for the
prayer garden. The two have discussed potentially adding new
plants to the garden.
In speaking of the garden, Noa described a sense of serenity
and calmness she feels when there. “It’s really beautiful,” she
said of the garden. Since she lives with 13 other people, Noa
said it is nice to be able to go to the garden to clear her mind
and connect with the ecosystem.
“I met Noa last summer when she was assigned to work with us
on the prayer garden,” said Trustee Board Chairman Franklin
Smith. “I was impressed with her knowledge of plants and her
eagerness to care for them. Due to the pandemic, her work
was somewhat curtailed over the past months. Hopefully, this
summer will provide more opportunity to get to know her as
she cares for the plants in our prayer garden.”
Through her position with Interfaith Power & Light, Noa works
with area congregations that are going green. She said there
is a certain moral and spiritual component to going green and
reducing your carbon footprint.
Members of the church family can feel free to connect with
Noa at Interfaith Power & Light via email at noa@ipldmv.org.
Noa noted that the group has lots of upcoming events and
encourages people to visit the Interfaith Power & Light website
at ipldmv.org and the social media platforms. v
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Workshop Teaches Good Eating and Cooking Tips
By Judith Neely, Senior Ministry
Nutrition educator and Chef Herbert Holden, better known as
Chef Herb, informed and entertained attendees at a March 13
Saturday morning Zoom workshop on healthy living and healthy
cooking. The Senior Ministry of Nineteenth Street, the D.C.
Department of Aging and Community Living, and the University
of the District of Columbia Center for Nutrition, Diet and Heath
jointly sponsored the workshop.
From his kitchen, Chef Herb provided valuable nutrition
information, responded to individual questions, and engaged in

animated conversations with each participant. He talked about
starches and whole grains, white rice vs. brown rice, quinoa, and
cooking oils. He provided hints on purchasing and preparing
nutritionally rich and palate-satisfying foods by adding stocks
and broths, simple seasoning, and even vegetables.
The highlight of the hour was the
cooking demonstration during which
he prepared from scratch a highly
nutritious Potato Leek Soup, seasoned
with Jamaican curry powder. Chef Herb
introduced each ingredient, showed
how to cut and thoroughly wash the
leeks, sauté them, and introduce other
ingredients to his pot. After the mixture
cooked to his satisfaction, he demonstrated his final step to get the soup
to the desired consistency. It looked
delicious and some said that the soup “smelled” delicious, (even
though the presentation was virtual!). Chef Herb’s wife was the
taste tester and shared that it was delicious.
Thanks to Chef Herbert Holden, Sister Alice Thompson of the
D.C. Department of Aging and Community Living, and the UDC
College of Agriculture, Urban Sustainability and Environmental
Sciences (CAUSES) for their support in bringing this informative
program to us. We look forward to another helpful and tasty
workshop with Chef Herb soon. v
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Love Pals and Black Businesses
Supported on Jubilee Sunday
By Trustee Donza M. Poole, Chair, Building Fund Committee
Black History Month ended on a high note with the annual
Jubilee Sunday celebration and marketplace on February 28.
The all-virtual celebration was a day to praise God as we traced
our journey from Africa to the present day through music,
textiles, Jollof rice recipes, and a spirit-filled message.
The livestreamed worship service was followed by a lively virtual
marketplace on Zoom, featuring local Black businesses and this
year’s special cause, the Progressive Adults’ Love Pal college
mentorship program. The marketplace was sponsored by the
Building Fund Committee.
Church family and friends were encouraged to support the Love
Pal program because Progressive Adults have been unable to
fundraise through their signature theater outings because of the
COVID-19 pandemic.
Love Pal leader, Sandra Howell, and current Love Pal mentee,
Justin Thomas, a college senior, were on hand to tell the over 60
marketplace attendees about the impactful program that has
benefitted over 500 undergraduate students. During February
and March, $870 was raised for the Love Pal program.
The main event was the day’s wonderful group of vendors,
including church members, Deacon Kenyatta Hobson and
Tisha McCray. Shoppers from around the local area and as far
away as Alabama and South Carolina visited the virtual pop-up
shops for jewelry, art, clothing, Afrocentric pieces, t-shirts, and
accessories. There were headwrap demonstrations, giveaways,
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and a meet the
artist session
with Deacon
Hobson, who previewed some of his upcoming work. There was
also time to relax and fellowship with church family and friends
in the marketplace lobby.
This is the second virtual marketplace the Building Fund
Committee has sponsored that supports local Black businesses.
The support has included vendor workshops to help vendors
translate the in-person vending experience into a virtual one
and better showcase the vendors’ products. You can still
support these wonderful vendors. See the next page for the
marketplace vendor list.
The Jubilee Sunday Marketplace would not have been possible
without a dedicated group of volunteers. As chair, I would like
to thank Sybil Barbour, Deacon Deborah Crain-Kemp, Shirley
France, Vialetta Graham, Joyce Kilgore, Tisha McCray, Evelyn
Sellers, and Deborah Lewis Thornton for helping to continue the
Jubilee Sunday Marketplace tradition, even during a pandemic.
Special thanks also to Sybil Barbour and Robin Smith for
helping with the overall Jubilee Sunday celebration.
You can still support the Love Pal program. Visit the church
website at 19thstreetbc.org/give for ways to give to the church
online, by app or by mail. When giving, please specify that your
gift is for the Love Pal program. v
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Jubilee Sunday Marketplace Vendors
Artsy Branches by Kenyatta Hobson
Vendor Kenyatta Hobson –
Art and Afrocentric themed items.
Website: www.artsybranches.com.
Email: khobson@artsybranches.com.

It’s a Wrap Project
Vendor Julia M. Spraggins –
Headwraps, turbans, face masks and bonnets with masks.
Website: www.itsawrapproject.com
Email: itsawrapproject@gmail.com
Phone: 202-460-6714

B. Dava Designs
Vendor Brenda Davis –
Jewelry, scarves, and hats.
Email: bdava@yahoo.com
Fergie’s Shop
Vendor Beverly Ferguson – Afrocentric themed items,
including African bronze pieces, collage art, and pillows.
Website: www.fergieshop.square.site/s/shop
Email: bferg1151@gmail.com
Phone: 703-727-9963
HAFFY 4 Lyfe
Vendor Jamila Aswad – T-shirts,
“Unwilling Immigrant” and “Proud Immigrant.”
Website: www.haffy4lyfe.com
Instagram: @haffy4lyfe
Holmes Heritage Hat Collection
Building Fund Committee Contact – Joyce Kilgore
Vintage women hats, including designer pieces.
Email: BuildingFund@19thstreetbc.org
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MAJA
Vendor Mary Butler –
Afrocentric themed items, home décor, clothing and jewelry.
Website: www.majajewelry.shop
Email: maja@majacollections.com
Instagram: majacollections.com
Store Location: 1921 Fleet Street, Baltimore, Md. 21231
Phone: 667-231-0303
Paparazzi Accessories
Vendor Tisha McCray – $5 jewelry for women
plus bracelets for men.
Website: www.glamitupwithtisha.com
Email: crimsondoll18@gmail.com
Phone: 202-431-6452
Tranquil Treasures
Vendor Lois Cooper – Hand poured candles,
handcrafted jewelry, DC-themed face masks, accessories,
local authored books
Email: tranquiltreasures@hotmail.com
Phone: 202-607-0970
Pop-up Space at 702 Kennedy St. NW, Washington, D.C.
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Sing it twice while you wash your hands!

APRIL BIRTHDAYS
V. Kimberly Baldwin

4/21

4/10

Dorothy Jordan Curtis

4/22

Sheila Pulley Kouamé

4/10

Deaconess Sharon Tucker

4/22

4/1

Priscilla Martin

4/10

Jordan Maya Baucum Colbert

4/23

Fathia Dora Thompson

4/1

Seteria Toney

4/10

Debora Lewis

4/23

Deacon Kevin Little

4/2

Rev. Avery Blakeney

4/11

Josie W. Meeks

4/23

Eloise Rayford

4/2

Karen R. Sidney-Drumgold

4/11

Trustee Emerson Bretous

4/25

Bernard Nelverson White

4/2

Marla Dickson

4/12

Denise Goode

4/25

Alexander Williams IV

4/4

Roman Holton

4/13

Trustee April Massey

4/25

Larry F.X. Williams Jr.

4/4

Erica Thompson

4/14

Gloria T. Spann

4/26

Sekai Bonner-Flagg

4/6

Mark Watson

4/16

Cheryle L. DuBose

4/27

Deacon Emeritus Thaddeus Taylor

4/6

Donald Beasley Sr.

4/17

Deacon-In-Training Yvonne Gowdy 4/27

Shane Allen

4/7

Derrick Collins

4/17

David Forston

4/27

Trustee Juniors B. Thompson

4/7

Pearl J. Paige Davis

4/17

Eleanor Gordon

4/28

Micah Cooper

4/8

Deaconess Joan Jefferson

4/18

David A. McGhee

4/29

Janeé Drumgold

4/8

Janyce Jefferson

4/20

Deaconess Patricia Andrewn

4/1

Kelly Ferguson

Kailee S. Beckham

4/1

Deacon Stanford Britt

Quiana Ford

4/1

DeNeisha Johnson-McFayden
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Please notify the church office
of additions or corrections.
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April Calendar
Thursday, April 1 – Prayer Meeting Covenant Call, led by Deacons,
6:30 p.m.
Friday, April 2 – Good Friday, Georgetown Cluster of Churches
Service, Rev. Roberts preaching 6th Word, Zoom, Noon
Sunday, April 4 – Easter Resurrection Sunday
Church School, Adult Class, conference call, 9 a.m.
Worship Service, Church School Easter Presentation, Bring Your
Own Elements Communion, livestream, 10 a.m.
Tuesday, April 6 – Prayer Call, led by Clergy, 6:30 a.m.
Wednesday, April 7
Prayer Conference Call, led by Deaconesses, Noon
Music Ministry Choir Connection, Zoom and Call-in, 7:30 p.m.
Thursday, April 8 – Prayer Meeting Call with Rev. Townsend
preaching, led by Deacons, 6:30 p.m.
Friday, April 9 – Women’s Bible Study with Rev. Cheryl Hall,
Zoom, 7 p.m.
Saturday, April 10
Haiti 5k Virtual Walk Kick-off, Global Missions Ministry, Zoom,
10 a.m.
Straight Up Stretch, Senior Ministry, Zoom, 1 p.m.
Sunday, April 11
Church School, Adult Class, conference call, 9 a.m.
Worship Service, livestream, 10 a.m.
Youth Church, Zoom, 11:30 a.m.
Tweens and Teens Sunday School, Zoom, Noon
Church School, Pre-K to Age 10, Zoom, 1 p.m.

Tuesday, April 20
Prayer Call, led by Clergy, 6:30 a.m.
Bible Study with Rev. Roberts, livestream, 7 p.m.
Wednesday, April 21
Prayer Conference Call, led by Deaconesses, Noon
Music Ministry Choir Connection, Zoom and Call-in, 7:30 p.m.
Thursday, April 22 – Prayer Meeting Call, with Rev. James Crosson
preaching, led by Deacons, 6:30 p.m.
Friday, April 23 – Women’s Ministry Bible Study with Rev. Dr.
Cheryl Hall, Zoom, 7 p.m.
Saturday, April 24 – Straight Up Stretch, Senior Ministry, Zoom,
1 p.m.
Sunday, April 25
Church School, Adult Class, conference call, 9 a.m.
Worship Service, Women’s Day, livestream, 10 a.m.
Youth Church, Zoom, 11:30 a.m.
Tweens and Teens Sunday School, Zoom, Noon
Church School, Pre-K to Age 10, Zoom, 1 p.m.
Monday, April 26 – Communications Ministry Workshop II, Zoom,
6:30
Tuesday, April 27
Prayer Call, led by Clergy, 6:30 a.m.
Bible Study with Rev. Roberts, livestream, 7 p.m.

Tuesday, April 13
Prayer Call, led by Clergy, 6:30 a.m.
Bible Study with Rev. Roberts, livestream, 7 p.m.
Wednesday, April 14
Prayer Conference Call, led by Deaconesses, Noon
Music Ministry Choir Connection, Zoom and Call-in, 7:30 p.m.
Thursday, April 15 – Prayer Meeting Call, led by Deacons, 6:30 p.m.
Friday, April 16 – Quarterly Church Business Meeting, Zoom and
Call-in, 7 p.m.
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Sunday, April 18
Church School, Adult Class, conference call, 9 a.m.
Worship Service, livestream, 10 a.m.
Youth Church, Zoom, 11:30 a.m.
Church School, Pre-K to Age 10, Zoom, 1 p.m.

FULL SCREEN

Wednesday, April 28
Prayer Call, led by Deaconesses, Noon
Music Ministry Choir Connection, Zoom and Call-in, 7:30 p.m.
Thursday, April 29 – Pandemic Prayer Call, led by Clergy, 6:30 a.m.
Friday, April 30 – Relax, Relate & Release Community Check-in,
Zoom, 7:30 p.m.

Information on how to access these services is on page 11.
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