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“You are our epistle written in our hearts, known and read by all men…”
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GOD is Our Passion. Serving People is Our Mission.

DeVera Redmond

The mission of the Nineteenth Street Baptist
Church is to profoundly experience, joyfully
celebrate, and meaningfully share God’s grace.
We do this through Christ-centered worship,
biblical instruction, prayer, nurturing fellowship,
and caring acts that are reflective of our
love for God and one another.
We, through the power of the Holy Spirit, proclaim
the Gospel and Jesus Christ to all people while
supporting the work of missions in our church,
our community, our country, and the world.
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PASTOR’S CORNER

From Lockdown to Coming Out
By Senior Pastor Darryl D. Roberts
This time last year, we were still watching
the news broadcasts with horror as the
daily COVID-19 case count reached astronomical levels. Large crowds were barred
in all but a few places. Houses of worship
and large venues resorted to livestreaming
and conference calls, depending on the size
of their budgets, to stay afloat. Wearing
masks and social distancing were the only defenses against a
deadly and indiscriminate virus. Every time we heard about a
large gathering on a holiday in a part of the country with less
restrictive practices, we held our breath, hoping it would not
become a super spreader event, prolonging our lockdown.
And for about nine months, all of this happened with only the
promise of a vaccine.
In June 2021, there is a much different narrative. Despite the
negative report, God did not bring us “into the wilderness to die”
(Exod 14:11). On the contrary, we stood firm and experienced the
salvation of the Lord.
Many have returned to work. Many schools have reopened.
Vaccines have been produced in record time. Over 164 million
people have received at least one vaccine dose. The numbers
of COVID-19 cases, hospitalizations, and deaths reached their
lowest points since the start of the pandemic. City and state
capacity restrictions on businesses of all kinds are being lifted.
Mask mandates are left to individual businesses. The promise of
a vaccine that would help bring us out of the wilderness of this
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pandemic has been fulfilled. While we cannot spike the ball, we
are closer to the end zone than at any other point during this
pandemic.
Through it all, our church has been the constant for us. We
did not miss one Sunday of worship with the support of the
Worship Planning Committee, Music Ministry, Media Ministry,
Communications Ministry, Diaconate, and faithful members. Our
church school classes for adults, youth, and children continued
to meet and grow stronger. Our youth worship, Intercessory
Prayer Ministry, and prayer meetings met and grew stronger.
We have prayed with families, comforted families in loss, and
watched God’s unfolding miracles before our eyes. The Epistle
continued to produce monthly newsletters keeping us abreast
of ministry activities and church announcements. The trustees
never stopped managing the resources and taking care of the
physical plant. Our administrative and ministerial staff kept
serving and meeting the needs of members. Our Emergency
Management Team continued to meet, established policies, and
developed a survey for reopening our church. “In everything
give thanks...” (1 Thess 5:18).
When you have the kind of enduring hope and faith that we
have and the countless examples of an ever-present God that
has been alongside us in every season, you are duty-bound to
share it. The only rock we want speaking for us is our building
cornerstone, which is from our original location and tells the
date of our founding. We are too blessed to be silent.
continued on next page
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Now that we are coming out of the worst 14 months that many
of us will live through in a lifetime, what is our report? Will we
share that our church kept watch during the entire pandemic?
Our excitement about our ministry is the magnet that draws
others to our church. What we say about our God and our
church determines whether others know who we are and what
we do. Every time we share, we are extending an invitation to
others to join us in God’s unfolding work at this branch of Zion.
As you make plans to enjoy safe summer fun and relaxation,
we hope you will participate in our #19thstreetbaptistchurch
hashtag campaign. Help us stay connected and increase the
church’s visibility by engaging with us on social media. Share
church events and photos with your friends and family and add
the #19thstreetbaptistchurch hashtag to your posts so that
we can like and reshare them. If you’re not already following
our Instagram and main Facebook account, please begin to
follow and like our pages. Connecting with the church on social
media offers another way to help members stay on top of many
ministries and church activities. Follow our YouTube channel
to view our Sunday services. When you invite your friends and

family to like and follow our page, it informs even more people
about the work we are doing to praise God at Nineteenth Street.
Between June 1 and September 1, we will identify the three
church members whose family and friends have engaged with
our social media accounts most often. The Communications
Ministry will recognize the three church members who get the
most family and friends to engage with us on social media
during the summer months. Our goal is to connect with more
people by increasing our visibility through our social media
platforms. The more visibility we gain, the more opportunities
we create for others to get connected with the Word of God.
Finally, I pray that each of you participated in the reopening
survey. The responses will help us plan for the next season
of ministry. We know that some, for now, will stay in the air
(virtual) and many will return to the ground (physical building).
But if the church on the ground and in the air work together to
carry out the vision and mission of our church, we will come
through this pandemic stronger and better to the glory of
God. v

#19thstreetbaptistchurch
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Hate Is Never the Answer
Pastor Roberts wrote and shared this message on the church website on May 29, 2021.
This past week marked the one-year anniversary of the murder
of George Floyd. The conviction of Derek Chauvin gave us a
glimpse of justice and a glimmer of hope. But as I wrote earlier,
one conviction is not justice.
Even after the murder of George Floyd and a summer of
protests across the country and around the world, it seems as
though hate is reigning supreme. According to Mapping Police
Violence, a research and advocacy organization, 1,068 people
have been killed by police since George Floyd’s murder, the
majority people of color. In fact, Blacks are three times more
likely to be killed by police than whites. From March of 2020
to March of 2021, the Stop AAPI Hate reporting center has
recorded 3,800 instances of Asian American Pacific Islander
(AAPI) hate incidences, primarily against Asian women.
Increased incidents coincided with the beginning of the
pandemic when COVID-19 was cited as the “Chinese” flu by too
many of our public leaders. And who of us can forget the image
of January 6 when thousands of Trump supporters, at his urging,
stormed the U.S. Capitol and violently attacked police, killed
five people, and destroyed property. Recently, a Republican
congresswoman demeaned the cruelty and significance of the
Holocaust by comparing Nancy Pelosi’s decision to continue
requiring mask-wearing on the chamber floor to the yellow stars
that the Nazi regime used to mark Jews.
If we listen to the news, the world seems to be increasingly
anti-Black, anti-AAPI, anti-Latinx, anti-LGBTQ+, anti-Semitic,
and at its very root, anti-Democracy. As Christians, the Word
of God should always shape our moral compass. Solomon, the

wise teacher, in Proverbs 10:12, reminds us that “[h]atred stirs up
conflict, but love covers over all wrongs.” That scripture alone
leads to three key truths.
The first truth is that hate is unacceptable in any form. At
Nineteenth Street Baptist Church, we value all people regardless
of their race, religion, ethnicity, gender orientation, political
affiliation, immigration status, or gender. God created all people
and made all in His image. We must consciously rout out the
unconscious biases that we all have and instead celebrate
our points of similarity rather than let our points of difference
further separate us.
The second truth is that regardless of how grim things may
appear, God will provide. He is the God of the mountaintops
and the God of the valleys. The prophet Isaiah 41:10 prophesies
“[s]o do not fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for I
am your God. I will strengthen you and help you; I will uphold
you with my righteous right hand.” Moses and the children of
Israel offered this song of deliverance in celebration of God’s
provision: “The Lord is my strength and my song; he has given
me victory” (Exod 15:2). In our darkest hours, God does His best
work and will give us a song, a prayer, and a testimony of praise.
The last truth is there is still much work to do. In the Derek
Chauvin statement, I recalled that the Black Church has always
been a beacon for justice and for freedom. Martin Luther King
Jr. said, “Everybody can be great … because anybody can
serve. You don’t have to have a college degree to serve. You
don’t have to make your subject and verb agree to serve. You
only need a heart full of grace. A soul generated by love.”
continued on next page
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So, I encourage every person to live in his or her
greatness:
• Speak up when you see a brother or sister being
treated with hate or indifference. As we tell our
children to call out the bullies, we too must call
out those who seek to harm others with their
words or actions.
• Be involved by holding your federal and state
politicians responsible for the stances they take.
It is time to pressure elected officials to make
changes to our public policies that will lead to
real justice. Remind them that your vote and
your voice count.
• Remember as Christians that our faith is revealed
through our loving actions. In 1 John 3:17-18, the
evangelist shares that “[n]ow, suppose a person
has enough to live on and notices another
believer in need. How can God’s love be in that
person if he doesn’t bother to help the other
believer? Dear children, we must show love
through actions that are sincere, not through
empty words.”

Help Select the Next
Assistant Pastor
The church is looking for members to serve on the Assistant Pastor
Search Committee. Members interested in being on the committee
should contact the church office and give their name and contact
information by Sunday, June 13.
The search committee should be diverse, including seasoned church
leaders, newer members, and youth. The committee will have input
into the position description and, ultimately, will recommend a person
to be our next assistant pastor—decisions that will impact the church
for years to come.
Please prayerfully consider your gifts and your time and notify the
church office if you are willing to serve on this important committee. v

Yes, it has been a tough 18 months, and there is work
to be done; but our God is with us. There is strength
and encouragement in knowing that we worship a
God who loves and protects us. A God who blesses
us and gives us a future filled with hope. With that
kind of faithful and matchless protection, we should
be eager to go into battle to create a just world for
all of God’s children.

Calling All Youth 2–14

Vacation
Bible School
June 28 - July 2
For information
and to register,
click here.

Standing in Solidarity,
Pastor Darryl Roberts, Ph.D.
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Deaconesses Enjoy In-Person Meeting
By Deaconess Brenda Lightening-Tolbert
The Executive Committee of the Deaconess Board held its first
in-person meeting in over a year. Deaconess Evangeline Stevens,
chair of the Deaconess Board, hosted the morning meeting
at her home on Saturday, May 22. All attendees celebrated
being vaccinated and being outside with each other without
wearing masks. In addition to conducting the Board’s business
matters, we were treated to Deaconess Evangeline’s welcoming

hospitality as well as a delicious catered meal of creamy shrimp
’n’ grits, scrambled eggs, red roasted potatoes, turkey sausage
and bacon, chicken ‘n waffles, berries, coffee, and juices.
This gathering was a small first sign of the good things to come.
Praise be to God for continuing to see us through the COVID-19
pandemic. v

From left to right: Deaconesses Jean Jackson, Evangeline Stevens,
Dena Bowen, Linda Leftrict, and Brenda Lightening-Tolbert
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Christian Education
Classes Offered in June
By DeVera Redmond, Board of Christian Education
The Board of Christian Education of Nineteenth Street wants
members to be aware of their opportunity to take an online
class offered by the National Baptist Convention, USA. The
virtual classes will be June 21–25, 2021. The theme for these
classes is “Turning the World Towards God’s Love Through
Evangelism and Christian Education.”
The church will pay the registration for any member to take
one class. Please review the class materials on the National
Baptist Convention website to choose the class that you
would like to take.
To register, email DeVera Redmond at dyredmond@aol.com.
Provide your name, address, email address, telephone
number, and the title of the course you want to take. The
church will register you and submit the payment for your
class. The deadline to submit your registration information is
June 10, 2021.
The teaching arm of the Board of Christian Education is
responsible for providing church members with powerful
and exciting methods, strategies, and information that will
equip us to be proficient in sharing the good news of the
Gospel.
Do not miss out on this opportunity to learn information that
will enable you to fulfill the Great Commission of Christ.
If you have additional questions, please contact DeVera
Redmond at (202) 966-6491 or dyredmond@aol.com. v
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www.19thstreetbc.org
ACCESS NINETEENTH STREET SERVICES
Access LIVESTREAM on YouTube at
youtube.com/channel/UClL8xG5-YbTSRVVx1odHcZA
Access the PRAYER MEETING and PRAYER CALL at
605-472-5349, access code 348952#
Access all CHURCH SCHOOL CLASSES via Zoom
Contact organizers for access to ZOOM programs

Check out and follow our social media accounts:
Facebook: www.facebook.com/Everyblessing.org
Instagram:www.instagram.com/nsbcdc/

Pastor Roberts on the Air
Tune into the Coach Butch McAdams Show on Sunday,
June 20, at 12:30 p.m. to hear Pastor Darryl Roberts talk
about Nineteenth Street ministries and initiatives.
Listen live on radio stations WOL (1450 AM) and MAGIC
(95.9 FM) or listen to live radio streaming on a computer
or cell phone device by going to www.woldcnews.com. v
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Nineteenth Street Honored Families in May
Last month Nineteenth Street honored and celebrated families by sharing the stories of five families of our church, including one
that has worshiped at Nineteenth Street for seven generations!
On the following pages, we publish these families’ testimonies. Each writeup begins with the family’s favorite scripture. Although
each story is unique, they all share their love for the church and church members who have been a part of their Christian journey.
We salute these and all the wonderful families of our church!

The Curtis/Beckham Family
Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen. Hebrews 11:1 (KJV)
Bill and Dorothy Curtis were invited to visit Nineteenth Street
Baptist Church by member Louis Ford in 2000, when they
moved here from Chicago. What impressed them most about
Nineteenth Street was the greeting they received from the
usher, James Littlejohn. We were greeted like we were family
members he hadn’t seen for a while. Initially, he always offered a
smile and a firm handshake, and later came the hugs and “how
is the rest of your family?”
Once the Curtises’ first granddaughter was born, it was
Deaconess Margie Thomas who took
them under her wings. When Kiara was
eight months old, Deaconess Margie
put a set of angel wings on her and told
her father to march with her across the
stage with the rest of the Sunday school
students. Dorothy started helping out in
Sunday school with Sister Karen SidneyDrumgold and Sister Joyce Day. After a
few months, Deaconess Margie called
Dorothy to tell her she needed her to
work permanently in the Sunday school.
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Of course, Dorothy said, “OK.” She’s been working with the
youngest group of students in Sunday school ever since.
All three of the Curtis grands (Kiara, Kailee, and Kinsley
Beckham) have been active in Sunday school, the Kandelite
Choir, and God’s Daughters. The two older girls sang with the
Kandelite Choir for President-elect Barack Obama during his
visit to Nineteenth Street on the Sunday prior to his first inauguration. Kinsley also joined the Junior Ushers and the Liturgical
Dancers.
After visiting several churches in the
area, the Curtis family was blessed to
be led to Nineteenth Street where they
found a Bible-based family-orientated
church. The girls would not be the
young women they are today without
the love and support they have received
from their church family.
The Curtis/Beckham family is grateful
that the church family is walking with
them on their spiritual journey. v
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The Ferguson/Washington Family
Train up a child in the way he should go and when he is old, he will not depart from it. Proverbs 22:6
For four generations, Nineteenth Street Baptist Church has
been the Christian center of the Ferguson/Washington family.
Alberta Lawson Ferguson joined Nineteenth Street Baptist
Church in 1937 when she was 18 years old. She participated in
church activities and on various committees. She and Roger
Ferguson later had three children: Rachelle, Roger Jr., and
Rodney. All became members of Nineteenth Street by letter or
baptism.
Alberta taught the youngest group of the Sunday school for
more than 30 years and also led the students in exciting and
memorable holiday programs. She was named Mother of the
Year in 1988, two months before her death. The nursery was
later dedicated to her in 1994.
Rachelle played piano for the Sunday school for 10 years. She
has assisted in the kitchen for the Christmas breakfasts, Maundy
Thursday dinners,
and Shrove Tuesday
pancake suppers.

retreats, and other church school activities. Rachelle also taught
the middle and high school-aged students. Renee eventually
joined her as a co-teacher.
Renee and Alex Williams were married at Nineteenth Street
Baptist Church and have three sons: Alex IV, Ayden, and Austin.
Alex IV was baptized by Rev. Harkins and Ayden was baptized
by Rev. Roberts. All three boys are active in church and Sunday
school activities, including the Kandlelite Choir and youth
retreats.
Richard has two boys, Ethan Acuna and Richard Washington.
Both have participated in Sunday school activities.
For the church’s 180th anniversary,
Rachelle made the memorial quilt that
hangs in the fellowship hall. v

Rachelle and William
Washington married
at Nineteenth Street.
They had two children,
Richard and Renee,
who were both
baptized by Rev.
Moore. Growing up,
Richard and Renee
participated in the
Kandlelite Choir, youth
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The Keaton/Brown Family
And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him,
who have been called according to his purpose. Romans 8:28
Sandra and Ada are the sixth and eighth, respectively, of the
nine children born to Cora Lee Wright Keaton and Garfield
Keaton. Their other siblings, who are all still living, include Ruby,
Ronald, James “Mickie,” Esther, Leola, Eric, and Frank. There
was never a dull moment in their household. They were taught
how to be courteous, polite, and always respectful to elders
and others. As young
people, they were
taught to be seen
but not heard. They
were assigned weekly
chores, and they never
complained. Respect
was always adhered
to.
Sandra was five years
old when she first
visited Nineteenth
Street. She started
attending in the mid-1950s, escorted by her parents and siblings.
Church brought a sense of family togetherness and inner peace.
They were truly blessed to have a loving mother. Their father
died early in their lives.
Ada and Sandra have always lived and traveled together. Sandra
says she is the most active in the family—a debutante, drum
major in the #2 Police Boys and Girls Club. Following in the
footsteps of her civil rights mother, she met Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr., played on the White House lawn with Caroline and
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John Kennedy, and even spent the day in McLean, Va., with the
Robert Kennedy clan at their compound.
Sandra and Ada were baptized at Nineteenth Street. Sandra
never joined another church, even though she lived for ten years
in Ohio. Sandra was also married at Nineteenth Street.
Their mother and brother Mickie put their energy into anything
needed to help the church. All nieces and nephews attended
Vacation Bible School as children and then assisted as teachers
as they got older. Over the years, the family participated in
numerous activities, such as Vacation Bible School, Bible study,
Jarvis Memorial Club, Missionary Society, Fruit of the Spirit, and
they helped prepare and serve meals during the Lenten season.
Sandra and Ada have traveled all over, meeting the most
influential people. Sandra retired as a deputy chief in D.C.
Human Services by giving her best in service to her fellow
man and to a grateful church. Ada is still
working as a postal carrier in the city.
Being able to grow up around wonderful
families in the Nineteenth Street neighborhood for years has been rewarding, to
say the least. They were taught that they
were just as good as anyone else. Sandra
says she admired the members of the
church for their goals, ambitions, and the
way they carried themselves with dignity
and pride. v
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The Proctor/Martin Family
For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life. John 3:16
The Proctor family journey to Nineteenth Street began through
their friendship with Louis Ford, a high school friend of Claude’s,
who sold them their home. Their children were born just
months apart, and Claudette Ford encouraged them to send
their children to Nineteenth Street’s Sunday school. Through
the children’s attendance, they met and became friends with
Joyce Day, whose daughter Valeria and their daughter Kamilah
attended elementary school together. Sunday school was the
beginning of their children’s religious training and experience.
They were taught so much about God and the Bible.
Their children, Kamilah and Kenneth, attended Sunday school
and participated in the Sunday school plays with Ms. Ferguson,
who taught and encouraged them to stand straight, articulate,
and speak loudly. She taught them public speaking and gave
them the confidence to shine on stage and in life. The Christmas
plays and Easter stories gave
them a religious understanding
of the Bible.
Next came Ms. Branch, who
instilled a sense of church and
religious family in the children.
She was their son’s favorite,
and she adored him. Then
came Deaconess Thomas, the
no-nonsense instructor, who
whipped them into shape with
love. She was an excellent
teacher and a lover of the Lord.
She disciplined and pampered
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all at the same time. The Proctors eventually started attending
church services.
Their journey at Nineteenth Street includes making Christian
friends. Their children met and made Sunday school friends,
with whom they are still friends to this day. They have been
blessed by receiving the Lord’s message from outstanding
ministers, starting with Rev. Moore, who baptized Priscilla; Rev.
Harkins, who married Kamilah (Proctor-Martin); and now Rev.
Roberts. Grandchildren Madison and Kennedy were christened
at the church.
The Proctor family has attended Nineteenth Street for the
past forty years, and family members have joined on their own
timetable through the years. Daughter Kamilah was the first in
the family to join the church when she and Valeria Day joined
together. Priscilla joined the church after the passing of her
mother. Son Kenneth joined
some years later at Zion Baptist
Church when Rev. Harkins was
preaching the New Year’s Eve
sermon. Claude attends the
church on a regular basis.
The children participated in and
volunteered for many church
activities. Priscilla always
volunteered for the Lenten
services and any other activities
that needed her help.
continued on next page
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Claude and Priscilla are the proud grandparents of four:
Madison (12), Kennedy (10), Mariam (9), and Kenneth Carter (6).
They have a spiritual foundation that has kept them grounded
through many family crises and has allowed them to support
others in need of spiritual guidance or words of comfort.
They are proud to be members of Nineteenth Street Baptist
Church. v

Seven Generations of the Jackson/Swann/Sidney/Drumgold/Drew Family at Nineteenth Street
And whatsoever ye do in work or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus
giving Thanks to God and the Father by him. (Colossians 3:17, KJV)
Susan Burrell was a member of Nineteenth Street Baptist
Church in the late 1800s. She married and gave birth to Hattie,
and they continued to worship at Nineteenth Street, where
Hattie grew up and participated in a number of auxiliaries.
Hattie eventually married and gave birth to Walter A. Jackson
Sr., Ethel Mitchell, and Susie Gaines.
Walter, affectionately referred to as
Papa Jack, became a member of
Nineteenth Street through baptism
in 1910. He was a faithful member
of the church school for at least 68
years and served for many years as
church school secretary. He served
admirably in the senior and male
choirs, the Usher Board, and the
Industrial Club. He later became
dispersing officer and served as
a trustee for 54 years. Papa Jack
married Rebecca Marshall Grant
in 1921; they were the parents of
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Ora Jackson Sidney and Walter A. Jackson Jr. Rebecca was
a deaconess and an active church member until her death in
1973. Papa Jack’s church service extended over 75 years until
his death in 1980. Papa Jack and Rebecca continued the family
tradition of bringing up their children in the church. Ora and
Walter Jr. were both baptized in
1932 by Rev. Walter H. Brooks.
Ora sang in the senior and gospel
choirs and was in the Pastor’s Aid
Club, Helping Hand Club, and Choir
Mothers’ Guild. She taught the
Cradle Roll Class (known now as
primary ages). Ora married Edward
Sidney in 1951; they had three
children: DeLyse Sidney Slayton,
Karen Sidney-Drumgold, and Ora
Sidney Drew. Ora also had a son,
Vernon Eugene Clifford, from her
previous marriage.
continued on next page
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Walter Jr. (fondly known as Little Jack) sang in the senior,
gospel and male choirs and was a member of the Jarvis
Memorial Club, Christian Mite Society, and the Deacon Board.
He married Deaconess Betty Graham Jackson in 1947 with
whom he had two children: Rev. Dr. Walter A. Jackson III and
Rev. Cynthia M. Jackson Swann.
The Sidney and Jackson children were bought up in the church
school and sang with all the choirs. Vernon was active with Cub
Scouts, Boy Scouts, and the Ushers. He participated at Camp
Moetyce (named after former First Lady Dr. Ettyce Hill Moore).
Rev. Dr. Walter A. Jackson III was ordained by Rev. Dr. Jerry
A. Moore Jr.; Rev. Cynthia Swann was ordained at Bethlehem
Baptist Church in McKeesport, Penn., under the pastorate of
her late husband, Rev. Aubrey Swann. Her brother preached
the ordination sermon. She was the first woman to assist with
communion at Nineteenth Street Baptist Church.
Rev. Dr. Walter Jackson documented much of
the family connection to the church and what
worship was like in the 1950s in his book, Keep
At It. Although both Rev. Jacksons live outside
of the Washington area, they visit the church
when in town. Rev. Walter recently had his name
restored to the church rolls. He, his sister, and
their children attend our morning services via
YouTube.

Karen is affiliated with various auxiliaries, such as the youth
choir, Helping Hand Club, and Choir Mothers’ Guild. She is
financial secretary for the Sunday school and has been a Sunday
school nursery teacher for about 30 years. She loves working in
the background.
Seven family members comprise the sixth generation of the
extended Jackson family at Nineteenth Street: Nathaniel Slayton
III, Dionne Forney, Nikki Drumgold, Melanie Jackson, Alvin Drew
II, Daniel Jackson, and Teona Drumgold. The seventh generation
consists of 14 family members: JaShaun Coe, Jalon Slayton,
Darrell Simmons, Amir Elder, Naima Elder, Janee’ Drumgold,
Vaughn Swann-Tinsley, McKenzie Sharps, Alexis Thomas, Jay
Drumgold, JaMyya Drumgold, Malachi Drumgold, Sidney Drew
and Alvin Drew, III.
The family members who reside in the area participate in church
school, the Usher Board, the Liturgical Dance
Ministry, and various choirs, and they fill in
wherever needed.
The seven generations of the Jackson family
knew they were going to be at church every
Sunday, participating in the auxiliaries and
activities of the church, and lending a helping
hand when needed. This family is a praying,
singing, fun-loving, and giving family.
Little Jack, the patriarch of the family, went
from labor to reward in 2019 at the age of
95. His life reflected his signature song, “Only
What You Do for Christ Will Last.” It is a fitting
dedication to the seven generations of the
Jackson family at Nineteenth Street. v

In addition to participating in the choirs, DeLyse
worked with the Booker Memorial Club and
Helping Hand Club and assisted with the Lenten
services before her death in 2019. Ora moved
out of the Washington area in 1983 but visits
when in town. Since the pandemic, Ora and her
son also have worshiped with us via YouTube.
Susan Burrell, mother of Hattie
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Page-turner Book Reviews
By Deacon Johnnie Love

The Battle: Defeating the Enemies
of Your Soul by Trask and Goodall
Prayers for Victory in Spiritual
Warfare by Tony Evans

Have you ever wondered if there was such a creature as
Satan? Or the devil? The answer is yes, there is. Historically,
Satan has been given a name from all countries and cultures,
but he is frequently known as Satan, Lucifer, Beelzebub, and
Mephistopheles in English-speaking countries. Some people try
to avoid the subject of his existence by thinking there is no such
thing as Satan. Now, how far is that from the truth? Just know
that he exists and keeps busy in our lives each day. While the
concept of the devil is real, most underestimate his potential for
destruction and the extent of his power and trickery. He is not
to be pictured as a cartoon character or some little man in a red
suit with a pitchfork and tail.
Through two books, The Battle and Prayers for Victory in
Spiritual Warfare, this Page-turner review examines the
certainty of Satan’s existence and his constant battle with God
for command of our souls. There are several controversial and
intimidating conversations one could have about the subject
of these two books. But what creates their commonality is the

desire for man to find solutions to spiritual warfare based upon
the same scriptural reference of Ephesians 6:13-18. Both books
explore the catastrophic rebellion that took place in Heaven and
how Satan has progressively devised and implemented ways to
influence, injure, and control God’s people.
Each book also defines the devil’s character as subtle and
manipulative and proves that he is the real master of lies and
deception. The authors also provide proof by way of scripture of
how and why Satan wants to invade people’s lives. These books
are powerful in their discussion of the issues of spiritual warfare
and the need for us to be on guard and increase knowledge,
wisdom, and understanding of the devil and how he tries to
destroy God’s relationship with man’s soul. It is a known fact
that the devil will try anything to get a human being to serve
him.
Satan was one of God’s most beautiful angels but became
adversarial and controlling against God’s creation and was
kicked out of Heaven. Both authors agree that Satan never
plays fair in his dealings with the human heart and soul, nor
does he care whether people believe in him, for his motive is
clearly one of deception.
The Battle, by Thomas Trask and Wayde Goodall, lays the
groundwork for us to become aware of Satan, his origin, and
how he tries to increase his sphere of influence over man. Satan
wants to assume control over God’s creation and prevent God
continued on next page
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and man from forming a close relationship. Trask and Goodall
argue that Satan tries every trick to distract man from taking
God seriously and trusting in his goodness. His greatest threat is
to Christians who have established a relationship with Christ, for
we hold the key to the ultimate weapon against his wiles, and
that is God’s WORD.
Trask and Goodall go on to say that Satan and his demons are
constantly looking for those who are weak in their faith, but
above all, he tries to control those without faith. Since we are
a creation of our Heavenly Father, the authors of both books
want readers to know that man desires an intimate relationship
with God. And because of that, Satan places his mark of envy
and jealousy on them to block the progress of a growing
relationship.
I view Dr. Tony Evans’ book, Prayers for Victory in a Spiritual
Warfare, as a Christian soldier’s manual for spiritual warfare.
He illustrates how to become victorious for Christ, and at the
same time, understand the enemy’s tactics as lived out in life
situations created by doubt, fear, and anguish. Dr. Tony Evans
provides strategies for prayer and reminds us that we are in
constant spiritual warfare with Satan. Evans has created model
prayers on receiving the power of the Holy Spirit to praying for
our enemies. He goes on to say that as Christians, we are all
in spiritual warfare daily, whether we realize it or not, and the
battle is being fought in the spiritual realm. An example would
be Daniel’s spiritual warfare as he prayed and did not hear from
God for 21 days.
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Dr. Evans’ use of Ephesians 6:13-18 focuses on using the armor
as a tool for modeling prayers for many of life’s situations. He
says, “remember when you pray, you do not have to beg God
but pray like a warrior for the King of Kings.” His goal is to
prepare the reader for life’s battles using the truths found in
Colossians 2:13-15. Those three truths are:
• Jesus gives us new life when we come to Him.
• Jesus canceled the written code that was against us.
• Jesus disarmed all the demonic forces that take people
captive.
Evans divides the armor into two sections. He says that we must
claim our legal right by prayer and that we are always to wear
the first three pieces of armor: The Belt of Truth, the Breast
Plate of Righteousness, and the Shoes of Peace. We are to put
on the rest of the armor as needed in each situation. We must
know our armor so well that we know the specific value of each
piece in our war against Satan. Taken all together, they present
an awesome defense and offense against Satan’s tactics.
Dr. Evans states that Paul ends his call on the discussion of the
armor as a clarion call for prayer. It is how you put on the armor
that you give earthly permission for heavenly interference. He
points out that when we pray to God in His own words, He
hears us and responds. These books are definitely Page-turner
books and proactive solutions to our daily battle in our prayer
life in the spirit realm. v
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TRUSTEE TALK

Tons of Work and Fellowship at Spring Cleanup
By Trustee Donza M. Poole
May was a great month for the Board of Trustees. In this
column, we cover the month’s special moments, including the
Trustee Rally Day celebration, the tons of work accomplished
at the annual spring cleanup, and the major progress made on
the upgrades to the heating, ventilation, and air conditioning
(HVAC) system.

Trustee Rally Day Highlights Building Improvements and
Women of the Board
“As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good
stewards of God’s varied grace” (1 Pet 4:10, ESV).
These words from 1 Peter were the featured scripture for this
year’s Trustee Rally Day celebration held on Sunday, May 16. The
year’s theme was “Grateful Giving During this COVID Season.”
Trustee Charles Sprow served as the chairperson of the virtual
celebration. The celebration included a video by Trustee
Emerson Bretous, featuring several of the Board’s recent
projects, including the new church logo on the marquee, the
new Black Lives Matter sign on the church exterior, progress on
the new sanctuary air conditioner, and the transformation of the
old photography room into a storage room, along with photos
of the eco-friendly Prayer Garden newly in bloom. Together the
images showed how church family contributions are being used
to help equip the church to carry out its mission and vision.
The Board also used the day to recognize the many women who
have served on what has been traditionally a male-dominated

Prayer Garden in bloom last month

board. The current Board likely has the most women serving
at any one time. Read more about the women on the Trustee
Board on page 19.
Trustee Rally Day began as a way to raise funds for building
projects. This year’s special offering for Trustee Rally Day will
be used to help cover the costs of replacing the sanctuary air
conditioner and the two steam boilers that heat the church.
Church members were asked to contribute $200 as their
Trustee Rally Day offering during the month of May or whatever
amount was comfortable. The Board is sincerely grateful for the
many contributions received. As of late May, over $15,545 had
been contributed. And it is not too late to make a Trustee Rally
Day contribution.
continued on next page
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Spring Cleanup Returns
The Board of Trustees would like to thank the Men’s Ministry for helping with the Board’s
annual spring cleanup held on Saturday, May 15. Over 25 men gathered throughout the day
to clean in and around the church, filling up a dumpster with over three tons of old items and
debris, including old chairs, a broken grill, leaves, vines, and tree limbs.
“The Men’s Ministry cleanup was a
great day of fellowship, camaraderie,
conversation, work, and joy,” said
Trustee Board Chair Franklin Smith. “I
think the men were just glad to see
each other.” The cleanup, which was
canceled last year due to COVID-19,
was organized by Trustee Robert
McNair, the Board’s Building and
Grounds chair, in collaboration with
Deacon Howard Smith, chair of the
Men’s Ministry.
“Kudos to Trustee McNair for
organizing the cleanup and to Deacon
Howard Smith for his masterful work on the grill,” said Chairman Smith. “Thanks to the work of
these men, the bus parking area and the alleyway now have a new look.”

New A/C and Steam Boiler Installed
Church members and friends can look forward to a comfortable worship experience when
in-person services return to the church. The Board is pleased to report that the HVAC
upgrades are nearly done. Last month, the HVAC contractor completed the installation of the
sanctuary’s new air conditioning system and replaced one of the two steam boilers used to
heat the church. The Board anticipates replacing the second boiler later this year to complete
the planned HVAC upgrades. The HVAC work is estimated to cost $335,000. Through the
church family’s generosity, including Trustee Rally Day contributions and ongoing contributions to the Capital Improvement Project, over $193,000 has been raised to cover the HVAC
costs. v
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Part-time Church
Administrator
Sought
The Board of Trustees is
hiring a part-time church
administrator. Initially this is
a 20-25 hour per week job,
with the intent the position
will become full-time in about
a year. The anticipated start
date is September 1, 2021.
The position will originally
be a shared role with
church administrator and
bookkeeping responsibilities,
although weighted toward
the bookkeeping duties. Thus,
all applicants should possess
a financial/bookkeeping/
accounting background.
Some administrative
experience with grant writing
and working with District of
Columbia reports is helpful.
Interested members should
submit a letter of interest
and resume to the chair of
the Board of Trustees at
FSmith@19thstreetbc.org.
For more information,
call the church office at
202-829-2773. v
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Trustee Rally Day Honors Women of the Board
By Trustee Donza Poole
In last month’s Epistle, Trustee Board Chair Franklin Smith paid
tribute to the six women who have served with him on the
Board of Trustees. By doing so, Chairman Smith continued the
Trustee Rally Day tradition of recognizing trustees or church
members for their contributions to the Board’s work. He was
inspired by women’s historic achievements in male-dominated
fields over the past year, including Kamala Harris’ election as the
first woman to serve as U.S. vice president.
During last month’s Trustee Rally Day celebration, the Board
expanded that tribute to recognize all the women who have
served as trustees over the Board’s history. The Trustee Board
dates back to the church’s founding in 1839. All its early
members were men, and in the years that followed, few women
have served on the Board. But times are changing. The current
Board has what is likely a record number of women trustees
serving at one time, with five women serving on the 14-member
Board.
The Trustee Board pays special tribute to the female trustees
who blazed the trail, like Nora Drew, the mother of Charles
Drew, Ursula Holmes, and Theresa Sample. Women like Johanna
Shreve, the first woman chair of the Board elected in 2005,
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followed them. That same year, Shirley France was elected
as vice-chair. Sister France would go on to chair the Board in
2006. Current trustee, Carolyn Wilson, and former trustee, Avé
Cannady, would later serve as vice-chairs.
The Board honors the contributions of all the women who have
served or are serving on the Board.

Nineteenth Street Baptist Church Women Trustees
Avé Cannady

April Massey*

Nora Drew

Donza Poole*

Shirley France

Theresa Sample

Ursula Holmes

Johanna Shreve

Jacqueline Ivey*

Carolyn Wilson*

Cheryl Johnson*

Mildeen Worrell

* Current Board member
Note: This list was compiled based on available information. If the list
omits any woman who has served on Nineteenth Street’s Board of
Trustees, please contact the church office at 202-829-2773 or email
Trustee Chair Franklin Smith at trustees@19thstreetbc.org to provide
the missing information. v
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Global Missions Ministry Update
By Phillis Walls Cooke, Global Missions Ministry Leader

Tent City 1 Available in Silent Auction
During the Haiti Walk 5k Kickoff, Haitian artist Florence LouisCharles contributed a piece of art, which we’re making available
to you. The art piece, Tent City 1, is one of three limited-edition
paintings inspired by the earthquake in Haiti in 2010.
The artist described the work for us: ”For a long time after the
earthquake, Haiti’s landscape was marred by piles of concrete
rubble and clusters of blue
tents. The atmosphere did
not have its usual joyous
feeling but the vibrance
and resilience of the Haitian
people were still present. The
mixture of these elements
and emotions inspired me
to document this event as a
tribute to those affected but
mostly to bring awareness to
the event and the aftermath.”
This 24” x 24” gallery
wrapped painting is a
beautiful rendition of the
heartbeat of the Haitian people. We are pleased to be able to
offer such a treasure to you. You can buy this piece for your
own home or business and simultaneously help us reach our
goal of building a pediatric clinic in Layaye, Haiti, through our
partnership with Haiti’s Healthy Child Project.
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We had a wonderful kickoff, and there is still time for us to reach
our five-year fundraising goal of $100,000. This is our final year,
and the silent auction is one more way to fulfill our commitment
to establish a clinic in Haiti. The children still suffer and need our
help. We are counting on you to help build a pediatric clinic in
Haiti.
We invite you to bid on Tent City 1 during the auction, in
June. The opening bid is $500, and bids must be made in
$20 increments. More details on when and how to participate
in the auction will be available on the Walk 5k website at
19thstreetbc.org/haitiwalk5k-2021.

Haiti Walk 5K 2021 Set for September 25
Whether you have joined a walk team in the past or are new
to our efforts, this year we are all part of one team—Team
Nineteenth Street. There are many ways to contribute, thank
you gifts for donations, and the auction of a limited edition
painting.
Haiti Walk 5K is scheduled for Saturday, September 25, 2021, at
the C & O Canal. Please mark your calendar and watch for more
details in the coming months. For more information on how you
can support the Haiti Healthy Child Project and the Haiti Walk
5k 2021, visit 19thstreetbc.org/haitiwalk5k-2021.
We are grateful for your past and continuing support of
Global Missions Ministry as we strive to carry out God’s Great
Commission: “Go Ye therefore…” v
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Emergency Management Team
Church Reopening Survey Update
By Trustee Reginald Cole
After more than a year of virtual services that faithfully imbue
the spirit of God directly into our homes via our internet
connections, many of us at Nineteenth Street are anxious to get
back to in-person church service so that we can reaffirm our
love for the church and each other.
The Emergency Management Team and the Deacon Board
surveyed church members to assess their readiness to return to
in-person Sunday worship services. We will carefully review the
responses and share the results once they are analyzed. I am
sure many, like me, are anxious to get back to the church edifice
on Sundays to experience the spiritual rebirth that best happens
in the sanctuary.
While the survey may highlight our desire to resume in-person
worship, the church leadership will have to consider the recommendations of the D.C. Department of Health. Clearly, we have
all become accustomed to wearing masks to reduce the risk of
contracting COVID-19, however recently the District has revised
its guidelines for restrictions placed on fully vaccinated and not
fully vaccinated individuals. According to D.C. guidelines, fully
vaccinated persons do not have to wear a mask in any indoor or
outdoor setting, except when entering shelters, prisons, schools,
clinics, hospitals, and public transportation. To be considered
fully vaccinated, you must have received the last dose of a
vaccination series at least 14 days prior. Immunocompromised
fully vaccinated people should discuss the need to wear a mask
with their healthcare provider. Anyone not vaccinated continues
to be at risk of becoming infected with COVID-19 and spreading
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the virus to the rest of the community. And with this in mind,
high-risk individuals who are not fully vaccinated should
continue to wear a face mask and to social distance. Ultimately,
in a church setting like Nineteenth Street, where there are going
to be fully vaccinated, unvaccinated, and medically at-risk
individuals, whether vaccinated or not, the church leadership
will have to weigh if and how to re-open the sanctuary for
funerals, worship, spiritual education, prayer, and administrative
services.
I also want to acquaint our members with another initiative
that will be a cooperative effort with Nineteenth Street and
the Leadership Council for Healthy Communities (LCHC).
LCHC is a nonprofit organization dedicated to improving
health outcomes in church congregations and communities to
encourage positive changes to improve healthy behaviors. As
the health coordinator for our church, my job will be to help
disseminate health information and assist our congregation in
making healthy decisions. Members should see this information
distributed through regular eblasts, visual presentations, and
health fairs. We look forward to promoting healthy lifestyles in
the context of a spirit-filled church.
We are all anxious to safely reenter the sanctuary to share the
company of fellow believers in our weekly church services. Each
of us has a part to play in preparing for that inevitability.
We look forward to seeing you in the church sanctuary soon,
God willing. v
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Fruit of the Spirit Envisions Next Steps
By Deacon Deborah Crain-Kemp
On May 20, the Fruit of the Spirit Ministry hosted a virtual
visioning session, during which 26 representatives from the
Ministerial staff, the Diaconate, and ministry leaders discussed
true discipleship and how the church body can be more
effective in our response to the Great Commission to make
disciples of all nations. Participants had a lot to share regarding
better communication with one another. They expressed
a desire for more fellowship options, such as small group
connections. Many agreed that the worship service should be
more multi-generational and diverse. We should work with other
churches to share the Gospel and save souls. We must continue
to show love and God’s grace when greeting visitors and
newcomers into our midst. We must ensure that everyone feels
welcomed and no one falls through the cracks. We must always
remember that it is not about me, but Thee.
Pastor Roberts closed the session by acknowledging that the
visioning process is an opportunity for us to be a more effective
church and we all need the power of the Holy Spirit to make
our ministries more effective. We must find ways to connect all
generations, showing that there is a place for everyone at the
table.
Pastor Roberts gave the charge to reach out to at least 10
church members each month—check on someone you have not
heard from or someone you used to sit near in the sanctuary.
He asked that we continue to study the Bible, particularly Acts
2:42-43. He was grateful for the enthusiasm that was shown
by the group and asked that we continue to do some soul
searching so that we grow and strive to do better.
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The Fruit of the Spirit Ministry continues to grow
and strives to meet the spiritual needs of our
church family. Through the 15-month pandemic,
we have worked hard as a congregation to stay
connected to one another. God has seen us through it all. As
we begin to imagine a return to our church sanctuary, we must
see ourselves as God sees us. We cannot put new wine into old
wineskins. We cannot return to normal.
The mission of the Fruit of the Spirit Ministry is to:
• Maintain contact with members,
• Nurture those whom God has given to our church family,
• Build up believers to know that they can grow by the
guidance of the Holy Spirit; through the development of a
prayer life; and reading and studying God’s Word,
• Equip new members to be servants in the community of the
church family through encouraging ministry participation,
and
• Make sure we have correct data on all members of the
church.
To learn how you can get involved in the Fruit of the Spirit
Ministry or other ministries of the church, please contact
Deacon Johnnie Love, Deacon Deborah Crain-Kemp, or Sister
Siera Toney through the church office. v
But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance,
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.
Against such things there is no law. Galatians 5:22-23
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JUNE BIRTHDAYS
Taylor G. Weldon

6/6

Allison M. Jackson

6/16

Deacon Emeritus Griffin F. Day III

6/22

Deacon Jessie W. McCrae

6/7

Deaconess Kathryn C. Brooks

6/17

Tolani L. Rufai

6/22

Deaconess Pearl W. Sudduth

6/7

Ernest Blakemore Jr.

6/19

Devin Nikki Slayton

6/25

Sybil A. Barbour

6/10

Ernestine Blakemore

6/19

Myra Banks Scott

6/25

Christopher Burks

6/12

Gloria B. Dempsey

6/19

Deacon Michael V. Bonner

6/26

Aldolphus R. Gaines

6/12

William L. Smalley Jr.

6/19

Trustee Michael A. Beale

6/27

Erinn Dumas

6/13

Jara Wilensky

6/19

Loretta Avery Pete

6/28

Roberta Stevenson Thomas

6/13

Rev. Walter A. Jackson III

6/21

Deacon Raymond C. Johnson Sr.

6/30

Rev. Theresa M. Denson

6/15

Hunter Landon Wolfe

6/21
Please notify the church office
of additions or corrections.
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June Calendar
Tuesday, June 1
Prayer Call, led by Clergy, 6:30 a.m.
Bible Study with Rev. Roberts, Zoom, 7 p.m.

Wednesday, June 16
Prayer Conference Call, led by Deaconesses, Noon
Music Ministry Choir Connection, Zoom and Call-in, 7:30 p.m.

Wednesday, June 2
Prayer Conference Call, led by Deaconesses, Noon
Music Ministry Choir Connection, Zoom and Call-in, 7:30 p.m.

Thursday, June 17 – Prayer Meeting Call, led by Deacons, 6:30 p.m.

Thursday, June 3
Prayer Meeting Call, led by Deacons, 6:30 p.m.
Saturday, June 5
Straight Up Stretch, Senior Ministry, Zoom, 1 p.m.
Sunday, June 6
Church School, Adult Class, Zoom, 9 a.m.
Worship Service, Bring Your Own Elements Communion,
livestream, 10 a.m.
Youth Church, Zoom, 11:30 a.m.
Church School, Pre-K to Age 10, Zoom, 1 p.m.
Tuesday, June 8
Prayer Call, led by Clergy, 6:30 a.m.
Bible Study with Rev. Roberts, Zoom, 7 p.m.
Wednesday, June 9
Prayer Conference Call, led by Deaconesses, Noon
Music Ministry Choir Connection, Zoom and Call-in, 7:30 p.m.
Thursday, June 10
Food Pantry Distribution, 10 a.m. – 1 p.m.
Prayer Meeting Call, with Rev. Jerry C. Cheatham preaching, led
by Deacons, 6:30 p.m.
Sunday, June 13
Church School, Adult Class, Zoom, 9 a.m.
Worship Service, Youth and Graduate Recognition Sunday,
livestream, 10 a.m.
Church School, Pre-K to Age 10, Zoom, 1 p.m.
Tuesday, June 15 – Prayer Call, led by Clergy, 6:30 a.m.

Saturday, June 19 – Straight Up Stretch, Senior Ministry, Zoom, 1 p.m.
Sunday, June 20
Church School, Adult Class, Zoom, 9 a.m.
Worship Service, Father’s Day, livestream, 10 a.m.
Youth Church, Zoom, 11:30 a.m.
Church School, Pre-K to Age 10, Zoom, 1 p.m.
Tuesday, June 22 – Prayer Call, led by Clergy, 6:30 a.m.
Wednesday, June 23
Prayer Call, led by Deaconesses, Noon
Music Ministry Choir Connection, Zoom and Call-in, 7:30 p.m.
Thursday, June 24
Food Pantry Distribution, 10 a.m. – 1 p.m.
Prayer Meeting Call, with Rev. James A. Crosson preaching, led by
Deacons, 6:30 p.m.
Sunday, June 27
Church School, Adult Class, Zoom, 9 a.m.
Worship Service, Men’s Day, livestream, 10 a.m.
Youth Church, Zoom, 11:30 a.m.
Church School, Pre-K to Age 10, Zoom, 1 p.m.
Monday, June 28 – Friday, July 2
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL ADVENTURE ISLAND
Primary Class: 10–11 a.m.
Youth Class: 11:30 a.m.– 2:30 p.m.
Tuesday, June 29 – Prayer Call, led by Clergy, 6:30 a.m.
Wednesday, June 30
Prayer Conference Call, led by Deaconesses, Noon
Music Ministry Choir Connection, Zoom and Call-in, 7:30 p.m.

Information on how to access these services is on page 8.
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