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Creating the Learning Environment  

Identify key components that are 

needed to create an effective 

environment for teaching. 

Learn how to assess the teaching 

environment and how to use what 

you’ve learned to make adjustments 

that allow for effective teaching.  



Creating the 

Learning 

Environment  

The learning environment is the 
location or space where learning 
takes place. 

 

When assessing your classroom 
environment, look at more than just 
the physical components such as 
the room size, arrangement, lighting, 
and distractions.  Although these 
components are important, there 
are other factors that should be 
considered when assessing your 
classroom environment. 
 

 



Creating the 
Learning 
Environment 

 Teacher’s Role in setting the 
Tone for the Learning 
Environment. 

Teachers must: Create a 
warm, loving, and supportive 
environment where people 
(students) want to come and 
study God’s Word. 

 

Generate an atmosphere that 
encourages unsaved people to 
place their faith in Christ and 
encourages believers to lead 
others to Christ. 



Creating the 

Learning 

Environment 

 

 

 Effective Teachers are constantly thinking about 

ways to improve their Sunday School class 

environment. 

 Have material ready-handouts, books, pens, 

pencils, etc. 

 Be able to see and have eye contact with all of 

your students 

 Your classroom is a learning community.  

 Work at creating an environment that accepts 

students for who they are. 

 Look at the arrangement of the classroom. 

 

 



Creating the 

Learning 

Environment 

CLUTTER 



Learning 

Environment 

 

 

 As you assess your learning 
environment, 

envision where you want your students 
to  

be biblically when they leave your class. 

 

Effective teachers find ways to move 
their  

students in the direction of where God  

wants them to be.    



Can you teach in 
this type of 

environment? 



Positive 

Outcome 

 When you remove the 

clutter and other 

distractions, it frees up 

space and creates a more 

positive teaching 

atmosphere. 



TEACHING METHODS AND ACTIVITIES 

HEAR 
IT 

SEE IT 

DO IT 

SAY 
IT 



TEACHING 

METHODS 

AND 

ACTIVITIES  

 What I hear I forget, 

 What I hear and see, I remember a little, 

 What I hear, see, and ask questions about and 

discuss with someone else, I begin to understand. 

 

 What I hear, see, discuss, and do, I acquire 

knowledge and skill. 

 What I teach to another, I master. 

 (Silberman, 1996) 

 

 How do you learn best? 

 

 



Generation at-a-Glance 

Age Born Characteristics Stereotyped As 

Traditional/Silent 
Age 72-90 

1928-
1946 

Hard working and dedicated, respectful of rules and authority, 
Conservative and traditional, prefer hard copy information, 
traditional family values, savers 

Old fashion, behind the times, 
rigid/autocratic, change/risk averse  

Baby Boomers 
Age 54-72 

1946-
1964 

Have youthful self identity, optimistic, team players, 
competitive, relationship building is important, driven and 
motivated to succeed 

Self-centered, unrealistic, political/power 
driven, workaholics 

Generation X 
Age 38-53 

1965-
1980 

Balanced (work/life quality, self-reliant, Pragmatic, 
independent, rejects rules/informality, angry but don’t know 
why, “Latchkey” kids, Technology savvy 

Slackers, selfish, Impatient, Cynical 

Generation Y 
Millennials 
Age 37-24 

1981-
1994 

Fast-paced/multitaskers, fun-seeking, technology savvy, want 
to be liked by peers, short attention span, very normal, more 
culturally and racially tolerant 

Have a short attention span, 
spoiled/disrespectful, technology-
dependent 

Generation Z 
Centennials 
Age 24 and under 

Born after 
1994 

Like instant gratification, highly connected to the use of 
communications, a lot less judgmental, short attention span 

Screen addicts 
Socially inept 
Entitled 

5-7y/o Short attention span, like to talk, very active, lots of questions, 
learning to read, enjoy venturing out 

Beginning to us technology (toys, etc.) 

8-10y/o Want more independence, want to fit and belong, less 
dependent on adults, eager to answer questions 

Becoming more tech savvy, computers, 
phones, games, etc. 



Factors to Consider when Selecting a 

Method 

Does the 
method/activity help 
reinforce and teach 
the biblical truth(s) of 

the lesson? 

Does the 
method/activity allow 

for all students to 
participate? 

Does the 
method/activity 

contribute to students 
applying the biblical 

truths to everyday life? 



Teaching Methods  

Traditional Methods More Effective Methods 

Uses lecture only Uses different methods of instructions 

Teaches each lesson in the same 

prescribed way 

Plans lessons to address different 

learning styles 

Stands in front of class Moves around the classroom to 

connect with students 

Asks students to read and explain a 

verse 

Engage students in the lesson 

Expects students to listen and learn Encourage students to discover, 

inquire, explore, ask questions, and 

participate in the discussion 

Only writes on the whiteboard Uses slides, visuals, charts, small group 

activities 





JESUS, OUR 

EXAMPLE 

  Much of Jesus’ earthly ministry involved 
teaching.  We should examine and study 
the ways Jesus taught.  He used different 
methods of teaching to get His message 
across. He adapted His teaching to the 
audience. 

He used examples that was familiar 
and related to people. 

Parables 

Analogies (comparison) 

Stories 

Demonstrations 

Questions 

Visuals 

Illustrations 

Discussion 
 



Parables 
 
 

A parable is, 

literally, 

something 

“cast 

alongside” 

something else.   



The Condition 
of Our Hearts 

When We 
Hear the 

Word of God 



Woman At 
the Well 

Living Water 



Demonstration 





Lecture 



Collaboration 

 Collaboration is the 

process of two or 

more people or 

organizations 

working together to 

complete a task or 

achieve a goal. 

Collaboration is 

similar to 

cooperation 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Organization
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cooperation


Role Playing 



Classroom Discussion 
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QUESTIONS Thank you! 
 




