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GOD is Our Passion. Serving People is Our Mission.
The mission of the Nineteenth Street Baptist
Church is to profoundly experience, joyfully
celebrate, and meaningfully share God’s grace.
We do this through Christ-centered worship,
biblical instruction, prayer, nurturing fellowship,
and caring acts that are reflective of our
love for God and one another.
We, through the power of the Holy Spirit, proclaim
the Gospel and Jesus Christ to all people while
supporting the work of missions in our church,
our community, our country, and the world.
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PASTOR’S WELCOME MAT

A New Season of New Possibilities
Rev. Dr. Darryl D. Roberts, Senior Pastor
Although I relish the many joys of summer,
I enjoy the rush, energy, busyness and the
bustling activity of fall. As we press our way
through this 2018 fall season, there is so
much for which to be thankful.
In the past week, we strapped up our
sneakers for the Haiti Walk 5K to support
our friends from VillageMed. Because of
the generosity of members and friends,
we will reach our goal of building a pediatric clinic in Layaye,
Haiti. The amazing members of our Missionary Ministry worked
hard to prepare a wonderful Homecoming Sunday Celebration
worship service with guest preacher, Rev. L.K. Floyd, pastor of
Heart Changers Baptist Church and president of the Missionary
Baptist Ministers Conference of DC & Vicinity. God be praised!
We have so much to celebrate as we gear up for an actionpacked calendar of events in October. There is the 40th Annual
Prayer Breakfast, sponsored by the Evangelism Committee,
with special guest speaker Rev. Dr. Gerald Folsom, pastor of
St. Stephens AME Church, on Saturday, October 6 at 8:30 AM.
Then, there is the Progressive Adults trip to Arena Stage to see
the provocative and acclaimed tribute to Dick Gregory’s life,
Turn Me Loose, on Saturday, October 13 in support of the Love
Pal Ministry.
On October 14, our congregation will be worshiping in two
locations for afternoon services after our 10 AM worship
service: some members will join the Jarvis Memorial Club for

their annual fall gospel celebration
while others will travel to Shiloh Baptist Church (Old Site) in
Fredericksburg, Virginia as special guests for their Homecoming
Day Worship Service. We thank God for the opportunities He
provides to shine our light both locally and regionally. God be
praised!
We look forward to joining the faithful members of the
Deaconess Board for another Annual Family Luncheon on
Sunday, October 21 at 1 PM. And, we will culminate on October
28 with Stewardship Sunday. The Building Fund Committee,
New Members Ministry and the Stewardship Committee are
working together to plan a dynamic worship experience with
special guest Rev. Patrick Walker, pastor at New Macedonia
Baptist Church. We will focus on stewardship as we ask
members to make a sacrificial offering in support of the
Building Fund and the church budget so that we can reach
our ministry, operational and infrastructure goals for 2018.
Then, we will invite members, family and friends to join us in
the fellowship hall for our ministry open house, where they
can gather information about the ministries of our church and
complete a spiritual gifts survey to assess whether they are best
utilizing their time and talents in service to God by serving in
ministries that best fit their spiritual gifts.
As we take the spiritual and financial plunge to support all the
ministries and special days planned for this epic fall season, I
want us to take a step back and ask ourselves a few important
questions.
continued on next page
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First, are the ministry events that we are planning for 2018-2019
in alignment with our shared mission statement? If not, each
ministry should ask how we can better enhance and strengthen
our activities so that they better reflect and extend our mission
statement. We do our best work when we minister on mission.
Second, as we do the work of ministry event planning, how are we
assessing the impact of the work we are doing? Do our ministries
have a communications arm to make sure we are getting the
word out about what we are doing? Our event promotions should
focus on our membership, using pulpit announcements, bulletin
announcements, robocalls, and e-blasts. To focus on the outside
community, we should be using the website, Facebook, Instagram,
community list-serves, radio programs, street canvasing and public
service announcements. And, we should ensure that events are
scheduled at the best times for our target audiences. Ministry
impact is not just measured by how many people attend an event;
it is also measured by what people say about the events they
attend. A good way to assess whether our events have achieved
their desired outcomes is to encourage attendees to complete
an evaluation and use the feedback to inform and guide future
ministry planning.
Third, as we welcome all the blessings this period of transition
presents to our great church, we need to patiently take the time to
make sure we are celebrating our ministry milestones. As a church
that is “always doing something,” it is hard to take a step back to
relish all that God is doing through us—the hiring of our new Youth
Pastor and Minister of Music and remodeling of the Jones Handy
House, for example. Every now and then, we need to take a 37,000foot, birds-eye view so we can place our work in the context of
the unfolding work of God’s Kingdom. Taking an aerial view allows
us to cherish the moment better, place our ministry in proper
perspective and pace ourselves so that we are well positioned to
finish the race God has set before this “Grand Old Ship of Zion.” v
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Ride with Us to
Fredericksburg to Support
Pastor Roberts
On Sunday, October 14, a luxury bus will depart our
church parking lot promptly at 12:30 PM to travel to
the Shiloh Baptist Church in Fredericksburg, Virginia,
where Pastor Roberts will be guest preacher for the
Homecoming Day Service at 3:30 PM.
Please contact the church office at 202-829-2773 to
reserve your seat on the bus.
Shiloh Baptist Church (Old Site) is located at 801 Sophia
Street in Fredericksburg, Virginia. Dr. Aaron L. Dobynes
is the Senior Pastor. v

Pastor Roberts
on the Air
Mark your calendar to tune into the Coach
Butch McAdams Show on Sunday, October
21, from 12:30 to 1 PM to hear Rev. Dr. Darryl
Roberts talk about Nineteenth Street
ministries and initiatives.
Listen live on radio stations WOL (1450 AM) and MAGIC
(95.9 FM) or listen to live radio streaming on a computer
or cellphone device by going to www.woldcnews.com.
Pastor Roberts is on the show every third Sunday at
12:30 PM. v
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Birthday Blessings
for First Lady

Fond Farewell to
Monique Griffiths

By Deaconess Brenda Lightening-Tolbert

By Deborah Lewis Thornton

On September 23, our church family and friends
joined First Lady Laura Roberts and family in the
fellowship hall following worship service for a
pre-birthday celebration with scrumptious cake. (Her
birthday is September 24.) A beautifully decorated
basket held cards and other expressions of birthday
wishes for our First Lady.

The Music Ministry said their farewell to the phenomenal, highly-gifted,
multi-talented songstress Monique Griffiths on Sunday, September 23.
She served Nineteenth Street Baptist Church as the Mass Choir Director
for eight years and, for the last nine months, was the Interim Director of
Worship Music.

It was a nice
celebration made even
more special by Sister
Roberts remaining
beyond the time when
Pastor Roberts initially
planned to whisk her
away for an afternoon
celebration with family.
Plans change and
opportunities present
themselves. This
change was indeed an
opportunity to mingle
just a tad longer with
our First Lady to
celebrate her special
day. v

Under Monique’s leadership, the choir increased its understanding of
the importance of interpreting the spiritual messages of the songs
and always seeking the highest level of performance with spirit. We
internalized and embraced her very clear get-it-right, loving style of
teaching.
Not only is the choir sad about losing Monique, but we will also miss
her loving precocious children, young David and happy-faced Maia.
Their presence brought much
joy and talent to the congregation. David served as our
own drummer boy, while Maia
was her happy playful self.
The heavens are shining
upon Monique as she is on
her way to her God-directed
prescription of performing
full time and recording a new
CD. v

First Lady Laura Roberts with
Anaiah and Isaiah
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TRUSTEE TALK

Looking for Where to Serve, Hold an Event or
Buy a Snack?
By Trustee Donza M. Poole
Each month in Trustee Talk, we “talk” about what the Trustee
Board is doing as stewards of the church’s finances and assets.
We’ve covered a variety of topics since the column launched,
including overseeing the Jones-Handy House renovations,
applying for the recent mortgage loan, upgrading the church’s
phone and internet system, converting to a digital check
processing system, and switching to renewable energy with the
addition of a rooftop solar panel system.
We’ve also talked about ways to ensure your tithes and
offerings are properly processed by the church and about the
Board’s sponsorship of a churchwide CPR and first-aid training
course and provision of in-house training to enhance board
member skills. And of course, we’ve talked about ways the
Board is working to minimize church expenses and maximize
revenue.
The 14 members on the Trustee Board do all this and more
in service to and love of God and our church. We’re called to
serve in this way. Being a trustee can be a rewarding spiritual
experience, especially for a church member with a background
in financial, business or property management. It may even
enhance a member’s resumé since the Trustee Board helps
manage the equivalent of a business. If you’re a church member
interested in joining the Trustee Board and believe you possess
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the skills, background, and commitment to serve in this way, we
hope you’ll consider submitting your name.
This year, there are eight seats to be filled on the Board of
Trustees for terms beginning in 2019. Trustees are elected to
a three-year term and may serve two consecutive terms. Four
trustees are running for a second term. Nominations are due to
Elvinese Wyche by October 7. For more information about the
duties and responsibilities of a trustee, see Trustee Chairman
Franklin Smith or any member of the Trustee Board.

We Have Just the Place for Your Next Meeting or Event
Most of us have enjoyed a repast in the fellowship hall after
Sunday service and, if you’re part of a ministry, you’ve probably
attended a meeting in one of the church’s board rooms. But
did you know that the church’s facilities are also available to be
rented for other events and meetings, when not in use by the
church?
It’s true. Our church has been the site for all kinds of events—
from weddings, receptions, funerals, and community meetings—
to family events, concerts, trainings, and even a movie screening.
In fact, the church has several longstanding rental clients,
including social and community groups, an employee union,
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and two DC government agencies—all of
which have been renting with the church
for over a decade.
Perhaps it’s our church’s versality and
great location that make it such an
attractive rental option. The sanctuary
seats 1,000. The fellowship hall can
seat 300 for banquets or be arranged
auditorium theater style with seating on
the main floor plus additional seating on
the balcony. When used for weddings, the fully furnished bridal
suite may be rented for the bride to relax and change clothes in
before the ceremony. The chapel plus various meeting and class
rooms are also available for rent.
The church’s features include wireless internet access, free
off-street parking, a commercial kitchen, audio/visual capabilities, and a variety of instruments (keyboards, drums, baby
grand piano, and organ). Some features are included in the
rental rate, while others are available for an additional fee.

The Trustee Board has responsibility for
the church’s facilities, and requests to
use the church for non-church events
must be approved by the Board of
Trustees and the Board of Deacons. In
addition, the church is a smoke-free
facility, and alcohol is not permitted on
church premises.
If you, or someone you know, is planning
that next family reunion banquet,
milestone birthday celebration, or business, family, or nonprofit
meeting or event, Nineteenth Street could be just the place
you’re looking for.
To learn more about renting the church, including rental rates
and policies, contact Contract Officer Robin Williams at the
church office on 202-829-2773.

New Vending Machine
Some of you may have noticed that a new vending machine has
been added to the church breezeway. The new machine, which
features a variety of snack foods, has been placed there on a
trial basis at no cost to the church. The church has the option to
enter into a contract with the vendor. So far, the machine seems
to be used frequently. We welcome any feedback you have
about the new vending machine. v

Golf Story Correction
The Epistle apologizes that the September article on the 21st
Annual Rosemary & John H. Brinkley Golf Tournament incorrectly
stated the contribution of Hole Sponsors.
The correct amount is $200.
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Youth Ministry News
By Rev. James L. Harris, Youth Minister
The September series “Imagining God’s Will for
Our Lives” was a great success. The youth were
challenged to spend more time in prayer and
communication with God. It is easy for youth to
become consumed with school, extracurricular
activities, family and friends and to experience
God as an afterthought. The goal of this series
was to push youth into
recognizing God’s will
for their lives. The easiest
way for us to accomplish
this is through prayer with
God. I challenged the
youth, before their morning
shower, daily grooming and
accessing social media, to
acknowledge God first—to acknowledge God for direction and
clarity for the day. Our October series will focus on Stewardship.
I look forward to what God has in store for us during this series.

Congratulations
Congratulations to Kailee
and Kinsley Beckham for
coming forth to be baptized.
This is a very special
moment in their lives, and
it is worth acknowledging
and celebrating. They will
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be baptized on October 26, 2018. Please keep them in prayer as
they prepare for this life changing experience.

Thanks
I would like to extend a special thank you to all the youth
volunteers that helped make community day special. Your labor
of love was noticed and appreciated. Several of you carved time
into your schedule on top of all your other scheduled activities.
I pray that God will extend a special blessing for your sacrifice.
The youth from the community were truly blessed by your
hospitality. v

Youth Activities
The Thunderous Praise Group, Grades 2–5, will meet the
second Friday of each month, 7–9 PM.
October 12: Dave & Buster’s, 8661 Colesville Road,
Silver Spring, Maryland 20910
November 9: Meet at the church for a missions
project - “Soles for Souls”
The Teens Group, Grades 6–12, will meet the third Friday
of each month from 7–9 PM. (In October we will meet the
fourth Friday due to the church business meeting.)
October 26: Big Escape Room, 8505 Fenton Street
#210, Silver Spring, Maryland 20910
November 16: Meet at the church for a missions
project – “In House Mission”
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Last Call to Be in
New Church Directory
Although the new church directory is almost
complete, there is one last opportunity to make sure
your photo is included. The final photography day
is Saturday, October 13 from 11 AM to 5 PM. You can
make an appointment by using this link.
Each family that makes an appointment and takes
a photo will receive a free copy of the directory. If
there are five people in your family, your family will
receive one free directory. Additional directories will
be available for purchase.
Additionally, each family that is photographed will
receive a free 8 x 10 printed photo. If there are five
people in your family picture, your family will receive
one free photo. Additional photos can be purchased.
The directory will include pictures and the contact
information participants have agreed to put in the
directory.
To sign up to be photographed on October 13,
see one of the directory committee members
(Deaconess Gloria Smith, Deaconess Kyra Wooden,
Deacon in Training Kenyatta Hobson or Deacon in
Training Stephanie Thomas). You can also schedule a
photo session online. For more information, contact
Deaconess Gloria Smith at 202-237-1572. v
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The Deaconess Board in
Service to God and People
By Deaconess Gloria Tisdale
Because “God is our passion, Serving People is Our Mission,” the
Deaconess Board is committed to doing God’s work by helping the
needy in the greater Washington, DC community.
Our September service project, coordinated by Deaconess Barbara Y.
Johnson, helped the men and women of Progress Place, a full-service
homeless shelter in Silver Spring, Maryland. With contributions from
board members, Deaconess Johnson delivered more than one hundred
big, fluffy bath towels to the shelter on Saturday, September 8. Managed
by the InterFaith Works Agency, the shelter provides more than 800
showers to homeless residents every month. The Deaconesses appeared
to enjoy showering those in need with the love towels and the shelter
coordinator was very pleased to receive our gifts for those needy adults.
The Deaconess Board’s next service mission project will take place in
December—a wonderful time for celebrating Christ’s coming to earth as
a child. We will honor God at My Sisters Place where our donations will
bless the women and children residing there. Deaconess Maureen Young
will coordinate that project.
And the King will answer
them, Truly, I say to you, as
you did it to one of the
least of these my brothers
and sisters, you did it to me.
(Matt. 25:40) v
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Health Ministry Offers
Blood Pressure Screenings
By Stephanie Montague
The Nineteenth Street Baptist Church Health Ministry
re-activated its blood pressure screening program on September
23 in the Missionary Board Room, following the Sunday worship
service. The screenings were conducted by experienced nurses,
Deaconess Mamie Montague, Deaconess Evangeline Stevens,
and Stephanie Montague, who are members of the Health
Ministry. Every person who was tested received a card with their
screening results, so they can track their progress. The Ministry
was pleased with the good turnout which included all age
groups. The Health Ministry plans to offer these screenings on
the fourth Sunday of every month after the service.
The mission of the Health Ministry is to help church members
become more aware of their personal vital signs and be
educated on improving their health and wellness. It is important
that church members know their baseline blood pressure
readings, particularly those on hypertension medication.
We look forward to providing
these screenings every month and
increasing the number of church
members who are screened.
Our goal is to keep our church
members aware, educated and
healthy. Deaconess Montague is the
chairperson of the Health Ministry.
Plan to get your blood pressure
checked on Sunday, October 28! v
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GriefShare Resumes
Support Sessions
By Deacon Leon Pierce
GriefShare held its last group support session on July 21 and
will resume on Saturday, October 20 at 1 PM with an outreach
event entitled “Loss of a Spouse.”
This is a separate session focusing more specifically and
thoroughly on losing a husband or wife through death. One
may be hesitant, fearful or skeptical to attend such a session.
However, there is an inherent blessing and healing in doing so.
Imagine the interlacing of two lives together for many months
or years that is severed permanently. What do I do now? How
do I go on? What is my purpose? There is almost a constant
preoccupation with the loved one and intense loneliness.
People may ask how you are doing, and you may automatically answer fine; but on second thought, that is not true. Far
from it. Death of a spouse invokes “a unique kind of pain.”
The video that will be presented will go to the heart of the
matter—it will direct you to God and to rely on His strength.
You will be encouraged to embrace prayer to ask God for
help. It will also provide other helpful insights to aid you,
especially in understanding how your path forward may not
resemble someone else’s progress.
GriefShare will have an orientation session for the fall support
group on Saturday, October 27 at 1 PM. The first GriefShare
support session will be on Saturday, November 3 at 1 PM.
Listen to your heart to see if God is guiding you to
GriefShare. v
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Sometimes Things Are Better than They Appear
By Trustee Donza M. Poole
I don’t know how many times I’ve entered the back door of the
church and walked by empty red insulated bags located by the
entrance and the Associate Ministers’ office. Maybe you’ve seen
them too. The bags caught my eye now and then, and I thought
maybe they were from pizza deliveries.
A few weeks ago, however, I found out what the bags are for,
and was I surprised! The bags are from Food & Friends, a local
nonprofit that provides food for those living with HIV/AIDS,
cancer, and other life-challenging illnesses. Food & Friends
offers various services, including home delivered meals. That’s
where the red bags come in. According to their website, Food &
Friends delivers nutritionally tailored, delicious meals directly to
clients’ homes using the red insulated bags. Each meal delivery
includes food for breakfast, lunch, and dinner, plus liquid
nutritional supplements, as needed.
So why are the bags at our church? It turns out that Nineteenth
Street is one of Food & Friends’ eight Neighborhood
Distribution Partners, all houses of worship.

Food & Friends delivers the bags packed with meals to the
church several times per week. Volunteers with the home
delivery service pick-up the food bags the same day for delivery
to their clients, and they return the bags to the church when
they’re done with their route. Food & Friends then picks up the
empty bags and takes them back to their main facility on Riggs
Road in Northeast Washington, DC to be used again. Meals are
delivered Monday through Saturday.
The home delivery service covers more than 5,300 square
miles across Washington, Maryland, and Virginia, and depends
heavily on delivery volunteers. According to the website, a
typical delivery route covers six to ten households. In 2017,
Food & Friends delivered 858,021 freshly prepared meals and
groceries-to-go.
Nineteenth Street has been a Neighborhood Distribution Partner
with Food & Friends for several years. In 2017, Nineteenth Street
enabled three volunteers to participate in the Food & Friends
program. We aided volunteers to deliver to 355 homes in our
community, allowing 2,130 meals in total to be delivered to our
neighbors.
I’m glad I found out about the red bags. Now, when I walk by
the bags, I see them in a different light, knowing Nineteenth
Street is helping to make a difference in the lives of neighbors
facing a life-challenging illness.
To learn more about Food & Friends and their services, visit their
website at www.foodandfriends.org. v
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Aligned with God’s Purpose
By Rev. Reginald Townsend, Associate Pastor
The philosopher Edmund Burke once said, “The
only thing necessary for the triumph of evil is
that good men do nothing.” In writing to the
church at Rome and Christians everywhere,
the Apostle Paul encourages the saints to “Be
joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in
prayer. Share with God’s people who are in
need. Practice hospitality. Bless those who
persecute you; bless and do not curse. Rejoice with those who
rejoice; mourn with those who mourn. Live in harmony with
one another. Do not be proud, but be willing to associate with
people of low position. Do not be conceited.” (NIV, Rom. 12:16)
Webster’s Dictionary defines the word “align” as an adjustment
to be in proper relationship or orientation. Within the
corporation, it means the linking of organizational goals with
the employee’s personal goals. Paul’s description of Christian
conduct in Romans relates to the alignment of believers with
God’s purpose, which suggests that churches have a problem.
Our scorecard is not quite what it needs to be. We have long
measured the growth of the church, but if our goal is to make
disciples, we are not convinced that we have actually measured
what matters in the sight of the Creator.
We need a new scorecard for making disciples. To that end,
Lifeway Research Ministries conducted a survey of 2,930
American adults who attend a Protestant church at least once
a month. The goal of this effort was to try and understand
effective discipleship in making and helping the church create
a new scorecard for measuring effectiveness. The outcome
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of the research revealed eight areas of discipleship at work
in maturing believers: Bible engagement, obeying God and
denying self, serving God and others, sharing Christ, exercising
faith, seeking God, building relationships, and being unashamed
(transparency).
The takeaway being—as we become more like Christ, we begin
to discover our true selves as Christians—the person we were
created to be. The places we go, the friendships we embrace,
the language we use, the programs we watch, the books we
read, the thoughts we entertain—we must all align with the
purpose to which God calls us.
We all have something to give to others because of God’s faithfulness to us in Christ. Ask yourself: What ministry has God
called me to be a participant in at Nineteenth Street Baptist
Church? Consider how much of your time is currently devoted
to the ministry of the Word and work of the Kingdom? How
much time do you have to give to God daily, weekly and
monthly? Identify your strengths, talents, and resources; then
begin to prioritize, so that you may give Him your very best.
The Bible teaches that we need to place our focus on that which
is eternal, rather than the fleeting pleasures of this passing
world. Time spent building up the body of Christ and loving
others in the community with God’s love is time well spent.
Time invested in sharing the Gospel, so that others will come
to know salvation in Jesus Christ, will bear eternal fruit. (Matt.
28:18-20) v
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Your Time, Talent And Treasure
By Deacon Billy F. Gay
Everything we have is a gift from God. All good things are gifts
from God. (1 Tim. 6:17) Food and clothing (Matt. 6:25, 33), rain
and fruitful harvests (Lev. 26.4), faith (Eph. 2:8), grace (James
4:6), wisdom (Prov. 2:6, James 1:5), and life itself (Isa. 42:5) are
all gifts from God. The gifts we have received are not ours alone;
God gave them to us to serve Him and other people.
Each of us has something to give. We can give our money and
our time to charity, be a friend to someone who is sick or lonely,
do volunteer work, or be a peacemaker, teacher or minister.
We may give unselfishly of our time to our spouse, children or
parents. We may choose a service-oriented occupation, or we
may just do our everyday jobs with integrity and respect for
others.
The Apostle Paul phrased it this way: “We have different gifts,
according to the grace given us. If a man’s gift is prophesying,
let him use it in proportion to his faith. If it is serving, let him
serve; if it is teaching, let him teach; if it is encouraging, let him
encourage; if it is contributing to the needs of others, let him
give generously; if it is leadership, let him govern diligently; if it
is showing mercy, let him do it cheerfully.” (NIV, Rom. 12:5-8)
Each of us has unique talents and abilities. Most of us are not
dynamic preachers or wealthy philanthropists, but our contribution is just as important. Paul wrote: “Now there are varieties
of gifts, but the same Spirit; and there are varieties of services,
but the same Lord; and there are varieties of activities, but it is
the same God who activates all of them in everyone. To each is
given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.” (1
Cor. 12:4-7)
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It does not matter whether we have been given great talents,
abilities and wealth, or very little. What matters to God is
whether we make good use of what we have been given,
whether large or small.
As the body of Christ serving in His Holy Temple each day
according to our ability, we are charged to bring the lost to our
Father in Heaven. Consequently, the Holy Temple needs us to
use our God-given spiritual gifts to further God’s kingdom here
on earth, as we please Him.
But first, we need to determine what our spiritual gifts are by
taking the Spiritual Gifts Survey that is now available in our
church. As a member of the body of Christ and one who has
chosen to witness here at Nineteenth Street, we certainly should
do those things that are pleasing to Him by using our time,
talent and treasure; our God-given spiritual gifts in one or more
of the Nineteenth Street ministries. By serving faithfully in our
many church ministries, we will find it spiritually fulfilling and
certainly pleasing in God’s sight.
Jesus tells us “From everyone to whom much has been given,
much will be required: and from the one to whom much has
been entrusted, even more, will be demanded.” (NRSV, Luke
12:48) The essence of Christian Life is in worshiping God and
helping others. God has given each of us such important
spiritual gifts for those purposes. v

Have you completed your Spiritual Gifts Survey?
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Usher Board Fundraiser
Back by Popular Demand!
By Barbara DeLaine Jumper, Usher Board President
The Usher Board is again sponsoring our traditional citrus fundraiser.
Don’t miss out on placing your order for delicious fresh fruit that
comes “Direct from the Grove to you!” I’m told the crops, which
are from the Florida Indian River Groves in Vero Beach Florida, are
particularly good this year.
A variety of fruits are available—oranges, mandarins, grapefruits,
apples, and pears—in different combinations, sizes and gift
cartons. Prices range from $20 to $60 per item. Ushers are now
taking orders. All orders must be in by Sunday, October 21. The
fruit will arrive in November, prior to Thanksgiving. Once it is here,
purchasers will be informed when they can come pick up their
orders.
This project is the Usher Board’s major fundraiser. Proceeds are
used to help support our annual Ushers’ Day, our Back-to-School
backpack initiative, and Jazz on the Lawn.
Please see any usher and place your order before October 21. As
always, thank you in advance for your support. v
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Welcome New Arrival!
Joelle Harling Suggs
Born June 30, 2018
6 lb. 12 oz., 19 inches long
Parents:
Shani Glaudé Suggs and Kiel Suggs
Grandmother: Rhonda Glaudé
Joelle’s middle name is her great grandmother’s maiden name (Harling) and a
connection to her maternal ancestors.
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NEW MEMBERS
August 2017 –
September 2018
Wanda Barett
Avery Blakeney
Renee Bovelle
Christopher Burks
Judith Graham
Saundra Handy
William Hunt
Giovanna
Jean-Baptiste
Miliki Lee
Jaquita Monroe
LaFonda Nelson
Alex Parson
Gail Parson
Krista Elizabeth Ross
Jeffrey Smith
Yokota Strong
Bernadette
Swanson-Thomas
Alonzo Thomas
Fathia Thomas
LaQuita Whack
Shevawn Wood

New Members Sunday 2018: “Stay Connected”
By Vialetta Graham
Nineteenth Street observed New Members Sunday
on September 16 with the theme “Stay Connected.”
(NKJV, John 15:1-8, The Vine and the Branches)
“I am the true vine, and My Father is the vinedresser.
Every branch in Me that does not bear fruit He takes
away; and every branch that bears fruit He prunes,
that it may bear more fruit. You are already clean
because of the word which I have spoken to you.
Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear
fruit of itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can
you, unless you abide in Me.
I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides
in Me, and I in him, bears much fruit; for without Me
you can do nothing. If anyone does not abide in Me,
he is cast out as a branch and is withered; and they
gather them and throw them into the fire, and they
are burned. If you abide in Me, and My words abide
in you, you will ask what you desire, and it shall be
done for you. By this My Father is glorified, that you
bear much fruit; so you will be My disciples.”
Several new members participated in the worship
service:
Worship Leader - Giovanna Jean-Baptiste
The Occasion - Saundra Handy
Words of Welcome - LaFonda Nelson
Offertory Scripture - Gail Parson
Offertory Prayer – Alex Parson
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Vialetta Graham, Director of the New Members
Ministry, spoke to the new members about the
theme.
“Today, we recognize and pay tribute to all of our
new members. These individuals have decided
to make Nineteenth Street Baptist Church their
home church and are excited to be a part of our
membership. So, today, we challenge you to “Stay
Connected.”
In John 15: 1-8 Jesus teaches us the 3 Rs:
• Relationship (v.1 and 5) - Jesus is talking about
a “three-way connection” between Himself, His
heavenly Father and us.
• Reproduction (v.5) - Jesus says, “I am the vine,
you are the branches. He who abides in Me, and I
in him, bears much fruit; for without Me you can
do nothing.”
• Responsibility (vs. 4-7) - Jesus emphasizes
the word “abide”- staying connected. It is our
responsibility to stay in the Word, stay in prayer,
and stay in the Lord’s house. New members
“staying connected” in our relationship with
Christ, the responsibility lies on your shoulders
and mine. “Stay Connected!” v
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Calendar

OCTOBER

Saturday, October 6 – Evangelism Committee Annual Prayer
Breakfast, Guest Preacher Rev. Dr. Gerald Folsom of St.
Stephens AME Church, Elkridge, Maryland, 8:30 AM
Monday, October 8 – Columbus Day Holiday, church office closed
Thursday, October 11 – Pastor Roberts, Guest Preacher, Fall
Revival, St. Mary’s Baptist Church, 8008 Eastern
Avenue NW, Washington, DC, 7 PM
Friday, October 12 – Thunderous Praise Youth Group Outing,
Dave & Buster’s, 8661 Colesville Road, Silver Spring,
Maryland, 7–9 PM
Saturday, October 13 – Church Directory Family Pictures,
11 AM – 5 PM
Saturday, October 13 – Progressive Adults Theater Outing, Turn
Me Loose, Arena Stage, 2 PM
Sunday, October 14 – Pastor Roberts and Men’s Choir,
Homecoming Service, Shiloh Baptist Church (Old Site),
801 Sophia Street, Fredericksburg, Virginia, 3:30 PM
Sunday, October 14 – Jarvis Memorial Club Annual Gospel
Concert, 4 PM

Sunday, October 28 – Stewardship Sunday and Open House
Reception, featuring all church ministries, sponsored
by the Building Fund Committee, Stewardship
Committee and New Members Ministry

NOVEMBER
Sunday, November 4 – Daylight Saving Ends (“Fall Back” one
hour)
Friday, November 9 – Thunderous Praise Youth Group, Missions
Project “Soles for Souls,” 7-9 PM
Sunday, November 11 – Christian Mites Society Day
Monday, November 12 – Veteran’s Day Holiday, church office
closed
Friday, October 15 – Teens Group Missions Project, “In House
Mission,” 7-9 PM
Friday, November 16 – Future Search Workshop, 5 – 9 PM
Saturday, November 17 – Future Search Workshop, 8 AM – 3 PM

Friday, October 19 – Church Business Meeting, 7 PM
Saturday, October 20 – Contemporary Worship Service, 6 PM
Saturday, October 20 – GriefShare Outreach Event, Loss of a
Spouse, Deacon Board Room, 1 PM
Sunday, October 21 – Deaconess Annual Family Luncheon,
12:30 PM
Sunday, October 21 – Pastor Roberts on Coach Butch McAdams
Radio Show, WOL (1450 AM) and MAGIC (95.9 FM),
12:30 PM
Friday, October 26 – Teens Group Outing, Big Escape Room,
8505 Fenton Street #210, Silver Spring, Maryland,
7–9 PM
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Saturday, October 27 – GriefShare Orientation Session for fall
support group, Deacon Board Room, 1 PM

FULL SCREEN

Saturday, November 17 – Contemporary Worship Service, 6 PM
Sunday, November 18 – Future Search Workshop, 12:30 – 4:30 PM
Sunday, November 18 – Pastor Roberts on Coach Butch McAdams
Radio Show, WOL (1450 AM) and MAGIC (95.9 FM),
12:30 PM
Wednesday, November 21 – Church office closes at 12 PM
Thursday, November 22 – Thanksgiving Day Worship Service,
10 AM
Friday, November 23 – Church office closed
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