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PASTOR’S WELCOME MAT

Statement of Purpose
The following remarks were delivered by Pastor Roberts on August 12, 2018 at the United in Love: Prayer Walk and Communion 
Service, a joint service by Nineteenth Street Baptist Church and First Baptist Church of the City of Washington, DC at the Martin 
Luther King Jr. Monument.

On August 12, the day when the Unite the Right anniversary 

rally is planned in DC, two historic churches that share a history 

severed by racial division—Nineteenth Street Baptist Church 

and First Baptist Church (with the support of our friends at New 

Baptist Covenant)—are gathering for a spiritual pilgrimage with 

thousands streaming our service from all over the world. We 

meet at the Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial, a symbol of racial 

unity, to send the message that we stand for love and justice, 

not hatred rooted in ignorance and fear. “We have come too far 

to turn back now.”

My inspiration for this spirit-filled protest is rooted in the 

church. Through the church, I 

have learned that God is not 

merely a metaphysical concept 

that has no earthly relevance. 

From the role of the church 

in the Abolition Movement to 

church-based activism in the 

Women’s Suffrage Movement, to 

the prophetic protest in the Civil 

Rights Movement to faith-based 

engagement in the New Jim Crow/

Black Lives Matter Movement, I 

learned, from an early age, that 

God is intimately concerned about 

our daily struggles, namely helping all people achieve freedom 

in an unjust world.

Today, we need the church to speak truth to power in dark times 

like these. In the spirit of Micah, all who “act justly, and love 

mercy and walk humbly with our God,” (6:8) must protest for 

the purpose of providing strength to the weak and protection 

to the vulnerable. These are dangerous times. The sickness of 

racial hatred that retreated after the victories of the Civil Rights 

Movement has once again reared its ugly head, infecting the 

centers of power in American society with impunity. That which 

became taboo is now normalized.

At a time when separatist 

politicians are focused on 

strengthening their shrinking 

bases by sowing seeds of hatred 

and division, we are gathering 

for prayer and communion at the 

Martin Luther King Jr. Monument 

to declare to America that “we 

have come too far to turn 

back now.” Now is the time for 

preachers, politicians and people 

of goodwill to form an opposing 

force to hatred and racism rooted 

in love, justice and truth.
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For this reason, we gather to give spirit and nonviolent force 

to the power of prayer and prophetic protest. As we march 

and pray around the King monument, we do so in the spirit of 

Joshua and the children of Israel to reaffirm our determination 

to march and pray until the walls of white supremacy and racial 

discrimination come tumbling down. As we gather together for 

communion, we focus on a ritual that symbolizes both betrayal 

and unity to help heal our broken land. Many Americans feel 

betrayed by their government. Many people of color feel 

betrayed by white Americans. Many poor and underrepresented 

whites feel betrayed by the American dream. Many immigrants 

feel betrayed by natural-born Americans. Many believers feel 

betrayed by houses of worship.

The message of the gospel affirms our moral obligation to love 

all people unconditionally and to right the scales of justice for 

all. Jesus affirms his commitment to empower the powerless, 

give voice to the voiceless and provide hope for the hurting 

in his inaugural address in Nazareth: “The Spirit of the Lord is 

upon me because he has anointed me to preach good news to 

the poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners 

and recovery of sight to the blind, to release the oppressed, 

to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” (Luke 4:18-19). Jesus, 

again, affirms his concern for meeting the spiritual and concrete 

needs of hurting and oppressed people in his final address on 

the Mount of Olives before the Savior’s crucifixion: “Then he will 

say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you who are cursed, 

into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels. For I 

was hungry and you gave me nothing to eat, I was thirsty and 

you gave me nothing to drink, I was a stranger and you did not 

invite me in, I needed clothes and you did not clothe me, I was 

sick and in prison and you did not look after me.” (Matthew 

25:41-44)

Thus, as we, a racially diverse group of church members, 

assemble at the King Memorial, we come to offer prayers for 

healing and share words of hope as we renew our commitment 

to work without ceasing and declare with Jesus “as you have 

done it to the least of these, you have done it to me.” vPastor Roberts and Rev. Julie Pennington-Russell
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A Message from Our New Youth Minister
By Rev. James L. Harris, Youth Minister

Greetings, in the name of our Lord and 

Savior Jesus Christ!

I would like to extend thanks for the 

kindness and love I’ve received from 

Nineteenth Street Baptist Church. Every 

day, I feel more woven into the fabric 

of this awesome ministry. It is clear that 

Nineteenth Street is a congregation 

of individuals committed to Christ, 

community, vision, and service. I give God praise for allowing 

me to be a part of the vision he has for our church. And, I’m 

looking forward to taking this awesome journey with you all.

I would like to thank all youth ministry volunteers, every 

committee, and leaders. You have all worked tirelessly to make 

sure the youth of our church have meaningful experiences. Your 

work has been a blessing and an awesome stepping stone for 

my journey as Nineteenth Street’s youth minister.

It’s been a month, and I’ve hit the ground running with the 

vision Pastor Roberts and the youth have shared with me. I 

have held meetings with several ministry leaders excited about 

partnering to create meaningful opportunities that can benefit 

the youth and families of Nineteenth Street. Inaugural meetings 

have taken place with Howard University, Trinity University, 

University of the District of Columbia, Georgetown University, 

and Howard University’s School of Divinity. My goal is to create 

meaningful and lasting relationships with these institutions. We 

will have interns that will help us remain on the cutting edge of 

ministry practices and the marketplace.

I will also maintain thriving relationships with the college 

students who have grown up in our ministry. I will maintain 

these relationships through social media, ministry opportu-

nities during their breaks, visits, and phone calls. We will be 

Members of the Youth Minister Search Committee received certifi-
cates of appreciation upon completing the successful process that 
resulted in the selection of Rev. James L. Harris to lead Nineteenth 
Street’s youth program. Shown are Committee Chair Deacon Shawn 
Davis-Wilensky, Deacon Gerald Young, Pastor Roberts, Church School 
Superintendent Abrielle Anderson, Edith Bullard-Britt, Noah Cooper, 
Dorothy Curtis, and Jaia Wilensky.  

continued on next page
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intentional about making sure our college 

students continue to feel connected 

to our faith community during their 

absences as they matriculate through 

their various institutions of higher 

learning.

We are in the process of creating youth 

and parent councils for our middle and 

high school youth. It is important to 

hear their voices. The councils will help 

me identify needs, desires, and areas 

for improvement within the ministry. 

We have a strong foundation and will 

strive to use it as a springboard that 

will catapult our growth individually, 

spiritually, and collectively.

We are at the beginning stages of what 

God has in store for the Nineteenth 

Street Baptist Church Youth Department. 

I solicit your prayers, assistance, and 

conversations as we strive to empower 

our youth. Remember the youth are 

our future. As we invest in them we are 

investing in the growth and stability of 

our ministry which was birthed over 170 

years ago. God has called us together for 

such a time as this! Let’s work together 

to fulfill the vision that God has put forth 

for our community of believers. v

Deacon Oddie L. Stevens (right)
recently visited with his Deacon 
Board mentor Deacon Thaddeus 
Taylor. Now 97 years of age, 
Deacon Taylor was a past chair 
of the Deacon Board and chair 
of the search committee that 
selected Rev. Dr. Derrick Harkins 
to be Nineteenth Street’s pastor 
in 1997.

On July 24, Deaconesses toured 
the new kid-friendly Kids in 
Care facility in SE Washington. 
Operated by the DC Child and 
Family Services Agency, the 
facility houses clothing and 
personal items for children who 
are removed from their homes 
and placed in foster care. Kids 
in Care was the recipient of the 
Deaconess Board June 2018 
Service Project. Shown are 
Kids in Care Program Manager 
Beatrice Williar, Deaconess 
Board Chair E. Louise White, 
Vice Chair Deaconess Evangeline 
Stevens and Service Project 
Lead Deaconess Monique 
Wiley-Crawford. 

Deacon & 
Deaconess 
News
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continued on next page

TRUSTEE TALK

Everybody Loves a Makeover
By Trustee Donza M. Poole

Summer is normally a time to take it 

easy, but not for our Trustee Board. They 

have been busy managing several church 

improvement projects this summer.

Jones-Handy House Renovated
One of the most anticipated projects has 

been the Jones-Handy House renovation. 

Work on the four-bedroom, three and a half bath colonial began 

in early August and will result in a nearly complete makeover 

of the interior and a freshening of the exterior. Although the 

renovations are extensive, the original design and main architec-

tural features of the house will be retained. Once finished, the 

house will again be habitable and put to good use as a church 

asset.

Before the renovations could begin, however, the house had to 

be cleared of its furnishings and other contents. Trustee Carolyn 

Wilson coordinated that part of the project. Some furnishings 

were moved to the church and repurposed, but most of the 

contents were sold at sales in July and August. Sales proceeds 

were deposited into the Building Fund account and will assist 

with the new loan payment during the renovation period.

The most noticeable changes will be in the kitchen, which will 

receive new cabinets, countertops, fixtures, tile flooring, and 

updated appliances. All walls in the house will be repainted after 

layers of old paint and wallpaper are removed. Old carpeting 

will be removed, and the exposed parquet floors will be sanded 

and stained. The bathrooms will be updated and repaired as 

well. The old oil tank has been removed and the HVAC system 

repaired. Enhancements to the house exterior will include new 

shutters to replace the original ones that were removed or 

damaged over time.

Trustee Patrick Cooper, a real estate developer and a licensed 

architect, is overseeing the renovations, which are being 
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done by contractor Joe M. Thompson and are expected to be 

completed by the middle of October 2018.

Can you hear me now?
Hopefully, you can, now that the church’s telephone system has 

been completely replaced and the wiring for the phone, internet 

and other data functions has been upgraded. The old phone 

sets have been replaced and a new phone set has been added 

to the conference room. The church is also now wired for cable 

TV. With these changes, the church has moved from a traditional 

copper landline system to a cloud-based, fiber optic, Voice over 

Internet Protocol (VoIP) system.

The overhaul of the church’s phone system took several months 

and included rewiring the entire church facility and installing a 

new computer server. Trustee Emerson Bretous, an experienced 

IT professional, oversaw this project. He and Trustee Chairman 

Franklin Smith have worked closely with the contractor, Teltek 

Systems, Inc.

Other improvements (and blessings)
The church’s air conditioning system was overhauled this 

summer with the installation of a new cooling tower. The large 

roof top unit cools and recycles water to provide cool air in the 

sanctuary. The new cooling tower was installed the last week 

in July and provided welcome relief after the old tower became 

unreliable. The project was financed with the recent loan 

acquired from Industrial Bank.

Finally, the parking lot, which was resurfaced and relined in 

June, was further enhanced in July with newly painted bump 

stops.

It is only through the church family’s generous gifts of tithes 

and offerings that the church can take on projects that help 

improve and maintain the wonderful church campus entrusted 

to our care. Our church home provides the space for our many 

ministries to carry out their good works and gives us a sacred 

place to worship and carry out the mission and vision of our 

church.

The Trustee Board is deeply grateful for the church family’s 

continued faithful support. v
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A New Church Directory is Under Construction
By Deaconess Gloria Smith

The last member directory for Nineteenth Street was done 

in 2008. That’s right; it has been 10 years since we produced 

an updated church directory. Realizing the need for a current 

directory, the Chair of the Deacon Board Fred Leftrict and Chair 

of the Deaconess Board E. Louise White ingeniously decided 

to make this undertaking serve two purposes: first, to create 

a directory to serve the membership and, secondly, to have 

the Deacons in Training and the newly installed Deaconesses 

spearhead the directory project. This effort gives the “newbies” 

an opportunity to meet and get to know more members of the 

church family.

Deacons in Training Kenyatta Hobson and Stephanie Thomas 

and Deaconesses Gloria Smith and Kyra Wooden came together 

and dubbed themselves “Team Directory.” Deaconess Gloria 

Smith was designated chair of the team. We met and decided to 

use Lifetouch, a large family photography company, to take the 

pictures for the directory.

We are delighted to say that we are enjoying the task set before 

us, and we are working diligently to ensure the delivery of an 

informative and enjoyable directory to our membership. We can 

also confirm that our involvement in this project has acquainted 

us with member names, and we can connect these names to 

member faces.

We are also excited to report that many of our members have 

gotten their pictures taken, but there are still members who 

need to schedule an appointment to be photographed. We 

would like for all members to be a part of this directory. If you 

know members who are not aware that photographs are being 

taken for the directory, please inform them and let them know 

they will receive a FREE 8x10 photo of themselves AND a free 

directory. To receive these items, members must come and pose 

for the free 8x10.

The directory will also include a combination of Nineteenth 

Street activities and member information. Deacon Deborah 

Crain Kemp is responsible for scheduling and taking the 

non-family group photos.

Here are the answers to some frequently asked questions:

Q: Are dates still available to take a photograph for the 
directory?

A: Yes. Two dates have been added: September 7 

and September 8. Members can sign up online at 

www.everyblessing.org or contact Deaconess Gloria Smith at 

202-237-1572 to schedule a time to be photographed.

Q: Can provisions be made for members who are physically 
unable to sit for a photo to be included in the directory?

A: Yes. If you know a church member who wants to be included 

in the directory and is physically unable to be photographed at 

church, please let any “Team Directory” member know. We will 

provide information on the process for accommodating these 

members. Individuals who are physically unable to sit for a 

photograph will receive a directory at no cost if a photograph is 

submitted.

continued on next page

http://www.everyblessing.org
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Q: Can a member submit an existing photo to be 
included in the directory?

A: Yes. If you do not take a picture and would like to 

provide an existing photo, you may submit that picture, 

and Lifetouch will include it in the directory for a fee of 

$10.

Q: What is the process for church groups, auxiliaries, 
ministries, community organizations, clubs, youth 
church, and other organizations to be photographed?

A: Please contact Deacon Deborah Crain Kemp to 

schedule an appointment for a picture of your group, 

ministry or organization. All group pictures, other than 

family photos, will be taken by Deacon Kemp.

Q: Will directories be available to members who did not 
take a picture for the directory?

A: Yes. Directories may be purchased if you were not 

photographed for the directory. The price has yet to be 

determined. Please let a committee member know if you 

are interested in buying a directory.

Q: How do I obtain my free 8 x 10 picture if I did not 
purchase additional photos from Lifetouch?

A: Please see Deaconess Gloria Smith; she currently has 

some pictures awaiting distribution.

Q: When will the directory be ready for distribution?

A: We project that the directory will be ready in late 

November before Thanksgiving.

Additional questions about the directory should be 

directed to Deaconess Gloria Smith at 202-237-1572. v

New Member News
Congratulations to members who recently completed the new 

member orientation and received certificates, Bibles and the 

Right Hand of Fellowship.

Brother Mack Sullivan,  
August 5, 2018

Sister Taylor Sullivan  
August 5, 2018

Brother Alonzo Thomas 
July 1, 2018
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Learn How to Improve  
Your Relationships!
The Board of Christian Education is offering a 2-day relationship course 

based on the book, The 5 Love Languages by Gary Chapman. The course will 

be offered on Saturday, September 15, 1–5 PM and Saturday, September 22, 

9 AM–12 noon. The facilitators will be Associate Minister Rev. Christopher O. 

Crawford and his wife Deaconess Monique Wiley-Crawford, both of whom are 

Certified Professional Coaches.

The relationship series is a great opportunity for friends, loved ones, and 

family members to share two days learning the principles of The 5 Love 
Languages and how to use them to develop a better appreciation of other 

people, have deeper connections and communicate more effectively. The 

series is recommended for anyone who is 16 years 

or older—parents and children, husbands and 

wives, young adults, friends, sisters and brothers, 

and others who would like to develop more 

meaningful and thoughtful relationships.

Although the course is based on the book The 5 
Love Languages, it is not required for the course. 

However, the book is available for purchase for 

$10 and would be a helpful reference and resource.

For questions about the course, to reserve 

your seat, or to arrange to purchase the 

book, contact Rev. Christopher Crawford 

(chrisc726@hotmail.com) or Deaconess Monique 

Wiley-Crawford (mwiley30162@msn.com). You 

can sign up in the fellowship hall immediately 

following Sunday worship service through 

September 9. v

Church School Helps 
Families in Need
By Abrielle Anderson,  
Church School Superintendent

The Church School has begun working on 

our Annual Thanksgiving Project. Each year 

we collect funds to purchase Giant Food 

gift cards to cover the cost of prepared 

Thanksgiving meals for families in need. 

Last year, with your generous help, we were 

able to serve 82 families. This year, we are 

counting on your help to reach our goal of 

serving 100 families in need.

Please consider giving what you can to help 

this great cause. No donation is too small 

or too large. Feel free to give your offering 

to one of the contact persons listed below, 

or you may place your contribution in an 

offering envelope and drop it in the offering 

plate during service. Be sure to mark 

“Thanksgiving Project” on the envelope. 

Thank you in advance for your continued 

support.

For more information or to recommend 

a recipient family, please contact Karen 

Sidney-Drumgold, Cecelia Johnson, Dorothy 

Curtis, Robin Williams, Shirley France or 

Abrielle Anderson. v

mailto:chrisc726@hotmail.com
mailto:mwiley30162@msn.com
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Lace Up for the 3rd Annual Haiti Walk 5K
By Edith Bullard-Britt

Nineteenth Street Baptist Church is gearing up for its 3rd 

Annual Haiti Walk 5K, to be held on Saturday, September 29, in 

Rock Creek Park. The day will begin with a warm-up stretch at 

7:30 AM, and the walk will start at 8 AM. 

Hebrews 13:16: “Do not neglect to do good and to share 

what you have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to God.”

The Haiti Walk 5K continues to support VillageMed’s efforts to 

build a pediatric clinic in rural Haiti —where the need is great. 

Many children in Haiti, especially in the rural areas, have never 

seen a doctor. Through our work and the work of VillageMed, 

the vision grows closer to becoming a reality. A local landowner 

has donated land in the village of Layaye, a rural community in 

the mountains of Haiti. Architectural plans are in process and 

consultation has begun with a local contractor. VillageMed plans 

to break ground in the spring/summer of 2019; even so, there 

is still much to do. As the clinic grows closer to completion, 

VillageMed continues its medical missions, traveling to Haiti two 

to three times a year.

Our efforts and the funds raised through the Haiti Walk 5K bring 

this reality even closer. The project’s success depends on the 

grace and will of God and your support. Get involved today with 

this year’s Haiti Walk.

• Mark your calendar for Saturday, September 29. We will be 

staging at the Carter Baron area of Rock Creek Park near 

the tennis bubble and Lot 24. The parking entrance is on 

Colorado Avenue.

• Stop by the fellowship hall any Sunday prior to the event 

and get more information about the walk.

• Join a team—either a walking or non-walking team—and 

donate any amount to the Haiti Walk 5K.

• Don’t want to join a team? That’s fine; you can still donate 

by either coming to the fellowship hall or visiting our 

website www.haitiwalk5k.org

• Spread the word. The walk is not just a Nineteenth Street 

event. We will be most successful if we can involve our 

friends, family, neighbors, coworkers, colleagues, and others 

outside the church.

• Continue to pray for the success of the Haiti Walk 5K and, 

more importantly, for the well-being of the children of Haiti.

Edith Bullard-Britt and Deacon in Training Kenyatta Hobson are 

the co-chairs of the 3rd Annual Haiti Walk 5K.

Spread the word and then lace up those tennis shoes and join 

the Global Missions Ministry at Rock Creek Park on Saturday, 

September 29! v

http://www.haitiwalk5k.org
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Global Missions Ministry to Celebrate Year of Service
By Phillis Walls Cooke, Global Missions Leader

Global Missions Ministry Sunday will be observed on September 

23. The Global Missions Ministry seeks to glorify God in carrying 

out our Lord’s Great Commission in Matthew 28:19-20 (NIV): 

“Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them 

in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 

and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. 

And surly I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”

Thus far, 2018 has been a very exciting year for our ministry. In 

January, our missionary team went to Nicaragua, in February 

Honorine Ouedraogo of Burkina Faso came to visit, and in 

April we went on a medical mission trip to Haiti. We also were 

honored to form associations with Georgetown University 

students as they travelled to Jamaica and with Yewande Austin 

and her foundation (changerocksfoundation.com) as she builds 

Alheri Village in Nigeria.

During the April medical mission trip to Haiti with VillageMed, 

we treated nearly 400 children—most of whom had never seen 

a doctor. Hundreds more need medical care. (See July 2018 

Epistle for more details of our mission trip). Funds raised by the 

Haiti Walk 5K on September 29 will benefit the Healthy Child 

Project.

Global Missions Ministry has several ministries that have been 

assigned to us as we continually seek God’s Divine guidance. 

We gladly and gratefully accept the challenges and oppor-

tunities to serve. Please be prayerful as you consider your 

donation to Global Missions Ministry on Sunday, September 23. 

Each of our initiatives depends on your contributions and other 

funds we raise.

Following the worship service on Global Missions Ministry 

Sunday, we invite you to join us in the fellowship hall for light 

refreshments and to view displays about our ministries. Global 

Mission members will be available to tell you about our current 

and future projects and to answer your questions.

Thank you for your support of Global Missions Ministry initiatives 

as we seek to carry out God’s commandment. v



14The Epistle | Vol. 39 No. 7 | September 2018

Members Sought for New Future Search Program
By Deborah Heard

Nineteenth Street Baptist Church is 

preparing to launch a new Future Search 

program, building on work started in a 

2013 retreat. The focus will be on imple-

menting the spiritual goals articulated by 

Pastor Roberts in his plan for the church. 

The session will take place over three days: 

November 16, 17 and 18. The success of the 

program depends on participation from 

a cross-section of the congregation. Therefore, the steering 

committee needs your help.

The Future Search model helps organizations identify and 

implement goals. Several key principles are foundational to 

the model: Include representatives of the whole organization, 

examine local action within a global context, focus on common 

ground, and take responsibility for action. At the 2013 retreat, 

45 church members gathered to examine our history, our needs 

and our plans for the future. From that session, nine groups 

were formed and have produced significant achievements in 

areas such as outreach, technology, and youth ministry.

That work was incorporated into the pastor’s statement of core 

values and spiritual goals, titled “A Spiritual Commitment: A 

Strong Church for All People by 2023.” Those goals, which will 

drive the 2018 retreat, are:

• Increase active membership.

• Improve membership ministry engagement.

• Invest in our children.

• Create a dynamic worship experience.

• Modernize and update the church plant.

• Sustain and build a dynamic leadership team.

• Coordinate and strengthen existing outreach efforts.

The 2018 steering committee, led by Trustee Emeritus Charles 

Hall, has identified nine stakeholder groups to represent the 

congregation in the November retreat:

1. Ministers/Clergy

2. Deacons

3. Deaconesses

4. Trustees

5. New Members who joined the church since December 2016 

when Rev. Roberts became the pastor.

6. Youth, ages 10-18 (i.e., members in that age range, or 

adults who are engaged with our youth and can solicit and 

articulate their ideas and concerns.)

7. Young Adults, ages 19–35

8. Members-At-Large – Engaged. (i.e., members who do not 

fit in groups 1-7 and are involved in one or more church 

ministries or activities.)

9. Members-At-Large – Attendees (i.e., members who do not 

fit in groups 1-8 and are not involved in any church ministry 

or activity.)

Church members who are interested in joining the 2018 

program—as new participants or as returning participants—are 
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asked to contact Charles Hall or 

one of the steering committee 

members. The steering 

committee also will do outreach 

to secure balanced represen-

tation. There will be a maximum 

of 64 slots; therefore church 

members are asked to indicate 

their interest by October 1.

To see the reports from the 2013 

Future Search retreat, send 

an email to Deborah Heard at 

dheard12@gmail.com or contact 

the church office for a printout. v

Future Search  
Steering Committee 

Members

Charles Hall, Director

Edith Bullard Britt

Yvonne Gowdy

Vialetta Graham

Deborah Heard

Trustee Donza Poole

Deaconess Gloria Smith

Deacon Howard Smith

Karen Williamson

Financial Literacy Series Coming
By Deacon Billy F. Gay

The Stewardship Ministry is sponsoring a series of very important financial management 

classes for the church family. The community-at-large is also invited to attend the 

seminars along with our membership, free of charge. The classes will be quite varied and 

will address issues that we may encounter in our day to day activities.

The Industrial Bank of Washington, with whom the church has partnered for many years, 

will provide monthly instructions for the remainder of this year. The classes will very likely 

run into 2019 depending on the commitment and the desire for financial knowledge in 

the church. The seminar is expected to begin in October, with the date and time to be 

determined soon.

Some examples of the prospective class topics are Banking 101, Saving, Budgeting, 

Managing Credit, Identity Theft – How to Protect Yourself, Retirement Planning, Estate 

Planning, Home Buying Support Programs, Reverse Mortgages, Wills, Trusts, Gifting, 

Probate, and Tax Planning.

The following passage of scripture reinforces why church members should learn to be 

good stewards of their money. Matthew 28:18-20 states that “when Jesus gives the Great 

Commission, there are four “alls.” One of those is to make disciples, teaching them to 

obey all that I have commanded you.” God’s word is clear. We are called to learn and pass 

on everything we have learned.

The Bible contains 2,350 verses about money and possessions; 15 percent of what Jesus 

said related to issues of money. The reason the Lord said so much about money is that He 

loves us and wants us to handle money in the smartest way possible.

Watch for more details about these upcoming classes. v

mailto:dheard12@gmail.com
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Community Day 2018 – A Day of Fun, Info and Music!
By Deaconess Brenda Lightening-Tolbert

The weather on Saturday, August 25, 2018, was perfect—

evidence of the Lord’s amazing blessings for Nineteenth Street’s 

Community Day, an amazing event that featured a Health and 

Resource Fair and afternoon Jazz on the Lawn!

Volunteers, church members, family and friends started 

gathering at 7 AM to help set up for the day. They hoisted 

tents, put up balloons, and decorated the fellowship hall. 

Deacon Gerald Young darted about inside and out to set up the 

electronics needed for exhibits, games, movies and music. Large 

TV monitors and other equipment 

were set up under tents for electronic 

games that were played by all ages. 

A moon bounce and face painting 

station were readied to delight the 

youngest ones. When Deacon Howard 

Smith fired up the grill for the hot 

dogs, hamburgers, and half smokes, 

we knew we were about ready.

Vendors and exhibitors who partici-

pated in the Health and Resource 

Fair included: AARP, American Heart 

Association, District of Columbia 

Office on Aging, DC Health Care 

Ombudsman, DC Health/Rodent and 

Vector Control, Howard University 

College of Dentistry, Howard 

University Division of Geriatrics, 

All N 1 Medical Supplies, Stratford 

University, Seabury Resources for Aging, U.S. Department of 

Agriculture, U.S. Department. of Veteran Affairs, DC Department 

of Consumer & Regulatory Affairs, Department of Energy and 

Environment, Solar United Neighbors, and YMCA.

Alice Thompson, Community Outreach Specialist for the District 

of Columbia Office on Aging, coordinated vendor partici-

pation for the fair, and Robin Williams, Church Contracting 

Officer, coordinated site logistical matters — both planned and 

unplanned, ensuring they were all accommodated.

Our Usher Board also manned a 

table where donated backpacks and 

school supplies were made available 

to school age children. Senior Usher 

Angela Griffin spearheaded this effort. 

The display of over 100 backpacks 

in various colors and sizes was 

impressive, and no child walked away 

without one.

A highlight of the Health Fair was 

YMCA fitness guru William Yates, 

whose high energy level was 

contagious. He initially engaged a 

small group of participants in chair 

exercises, but the crowd grew and 

grew due to his energy, the high-

spirited music, and the fun partici-

pants were having. To cool down, we 

continued on next page
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ended with a floor full of folks doing the Electric Slide. All had a 

good time.

Many of our neighbors, church members, family and 

friends came out to support our Community Day, including 

appearances by “Ms. District of Columbia 2017” and “Ms. District 

of Columbia 2018.”

The Usher Board sponsored the day’s culminating activity—an 

afternoon Jazz on the Lawn where jazz enthusiasts and music 

lovers enjoyed the selections of featured artist Craig Alston 

Syndicate. Alston is a gifted musician who is best known as 

a saxophonist but also plays 

bass guitar and keyboards. 

Rodney Kelly Jr., also a gifted 

musician, accompanied Alston 

on keyboards. An accomplished 

drummer completed the trio. 

Many thanks to Barbara Jumper, 

president of the Usher Board, 

and Angela Griffin, Jazz on the 
Lawn Event Coordinator, for 

adjusting the Ushers’ events 

schedule to help support 

Community Day.

We extend appreciation to all 

individuals, ministries, admin-

istrative, maintenance, and 

culinary staff members, as well 

as vendors and exhibitors, who 

gave of their time, talent, and 

treasures to make Community 

Day 2018 a great success. v

2018 Community Day and Jazz on the Lawn  
Teams and Special Volunteers!

Community Day

Deacon Gerald Young, Co-Chair, Community Day Committee

Deacon Deborah Crain Kemp, Co-Chair, Community 
Day Committee, and Event Photographer

Rev. Christopher Crawford, Community Outreach

Deaconess Brenda Lightening-Tolbert, Communications Liaison

Alice Thompson, Coordinator, Vendor/Exhibitors participation

Robin Williams, Logistics

Jazz on the Lawn

Barbara DeLaine Jumper, President, Usher Board

Angela Griffin, Event Coordinator

Special Volunteers

Tawana Briscoe

Sandra Brown

Deconess Sandra Caviness

Shirley France

Deaconess Hester Jones

Deacon Sandra LeSesne

Dennis Nelson

Beverly Page

Trustee James Rogers

Trustee Chair Franklin Smith

Deacon Howard Smith

Robin Smith

Portia Thompson

Deaconess Gloria Tisdale
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A Balm in Gilead
By Rev. Reginald Townsend, Associate Minister

The Prophet Jeremiah reminds us of the 

importance of maintaining an unfailing faith 

in God during times of crisis, challenge, and 

moral failure. In light of the religious and 

moral failing of Israel, Jeremiah asked a series 

of provocative, existential questions: “The 

harvest is past, the summer has ended, and we 

are not saved. Since my people are crushed, 

I am crushed; I mourn, and horror grips me. Is there no balm 

in Gilead? Is there no physician there? Why then is there no 

healing for the wound of my people?” (Jeremiah 8:20-22, NIV)

The Balm in Gilead was a rare substance used in perfumes 

derived from the resinous juices of the balsam poplar tree, 

found in a mountainous region east of the Jordan River. It 

was known to have medicinal and healing powers. Jeremiah 

references it as a metaphor in describing the eternal and salvific 

presence of Yahweh (God) to the Hebrew people.

Jeremiah’s prophesy is meant to be understood as a spiritual 

medicine capable of healing Israel’s collective sins of omission. 

The answer is clear. Yes, there is a balm: God. These words 

vividly portray Jeremiah’s emotions as he watched his people 

reject God. Jesus had similar feelings when he stood before 

Jerusalem, the city that would reject him. (Matthew 23:37)

Jeremiah’s words to Israel have a clear and powerful meaning 

as we reflect upon present-day America. The popular political 

expression, “Make America Great Again,” seems to be a clarion 

call to the regressive segregated social norms of a by-gone era. 

Some Americans would have us reject the social and economic 

advancements of blacks, Latinos, women, LGBTQ and other 

minorities in the past 50 years. They speak of restoring America 

to a nostalgic vision of past white male dominance.

It is difficult to argue that the ugly bigotry unleashed in 2017 

in the streets of Charlottesville, Virginia, occurred by happen-

stance. Charlottesville happened because of an erosion of moral 

consciousness and political authority. Such a climate of hatred 

and hostility causes one to ask the question, “Where is God?”

All people of faith and moral integrity must join together to 

resist what some historians describe as a momentary retro-

gression of authoritarian sentiments at the highest levels of 

government. The so-called “silent majority” must begin to 

speak out and demand a moral and ethical agenda of account-

ability. If democracy matters, then we the “People of God” are 

charged to keep track of the intimate links between domestic 

issues of freedom, justice, and equality as enumerated concisely 

in the Declaration of Independence and guaranteed in the 

Constitution.

America’s love of democracy has a long history with its origins 

in ancient Greece. Our silent tears have been most powerfully 

expressed by the likes of some of our greatest public intellec-

tuals, clergy, and artists, black and white -- patriots, such as 

George Mason, William Lloyd Garrison, Susan B. Anthony, Ida B. 

Wells, Frederick Douglass, Robert F. Kennedy, James Baldwin, 

Alice Walker, Harry Belafonte, Martin Luther King Jr., Michael 

Eric Dyson, and President Barack Obama. They all expressed 

America’s inner soul and outwardly manifested their desires to 

be free, authentic beings in the sight of the Creator.

Where would God have you stand in this moment of national 

crisis and challenge? v
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Another Successful Golf 
Tournament!
By Trustee Charlie Sprow, Tournament Chair

The 21st Rosemary & John H. Brinkley Memorial Golf Tournament was a 

big success. Ninety golfers enjoyed the perfect weather of June 25, the 

picturesque Enterprise Golf Course, and a fabulous meal catered by Willie 

James of Kountry Kitchen Katerors. The tournament netted about $8,800 for 

Nineteenth Street’s youth and other programs.

We greatly appreciate the many sponsors who supported the tournament.

In addition, we wish to thank the patrons, players and volunteers who actively 

contribute to the success of the tournament. Thanks also to the staff at 

Enterprise Golf Course for the professional way they set up our event. v

Platinum Sponsors ($1,000):

The Griffin Firm (Aimee Griffin)

Diane Lewis, niece of Rosemary and John Brinkley

Silver Sponsors ($300+):

Deacon Billy and Deaconess Mattie Gay

Johnny Grier

Dr. Evelyn Higginbotham

Premium Title (Ben Soto)

Deacon Gerald Young

Hole Sponsors ($100):

Deacon Mike and Wilma Bonner

Deaconess Dena Bowen

Rev. James Crosson

Adolphus Gaines

Anna Bell Gill

Hanagan’s Auto & Bod Shop

Horton’s Funeral Home (Randolph Horton)

Trustee William (Bill) Hoff

Jasper’s Restaurant (Largo)

Trustee Steven and Barbara Jumper

Jerry A. Moore III

Old Towne Inn Restaurant (Largo)

Pastor Darryl Roberts

Trustee James Rodgers

Sultan, Campbell, Britt (Deacon Stan Britt)

Dr. Vannie Taylor (Largo Bright Smiles)

Bernard and Deaconess E. Louise White

Trustee Carolyn and James Wilson

Randy Woolridge (Lucas, Tucker, PC, CPAs)
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Provide Your Feedback on 
Minister of Music Search
By Deborah Lewis Thornton

The Search Committee has almost completed the process 

of finding a new Minister of Music for Nineteenth Street. The 

search has narrowed to four candidates.

As part of the process, each of the finalists was required to 

lead the Music Ministry during one worship service. Prior to the 

church service, each finalist held at least one rehearsal during 

the week and rehearsed for an hour prior to the worship service. 

This time allowed members of the Music Ministry to experience 

each finalist’s teaching style; it also gave the finalists the chance 

to work directly with church choir members.

The candidates and dates of their auditions are:

• Adam Davis – August 12

• Tami Hayes – July 22

• Maurice Mayo – July 15

• Carlos Younger – August 19

The Minister of Music Search Committee believes it is important 

to hear directly from the congregation before making a decision. 

Thus, we will hold a meeting after church on Sunday, September 

9 for church members to provide feedback on the candidates. 

All members are encouraged to participate in this important 

session. v

Congratulations to….
Dr. Roquell Wyche Narcisse who has been selected to 

be president of the American Heart Association Board of 

Directors, Greater Washington Region. She is a daughter 

of Elvinese Smith Wyche and granddaughter of the late 

Deacon Elvin E. and Deaconess Lucile Smith.

Deacon Oddie L. Stevens, 
who received a Governor’s 

Citation from the governor 

of Maryland “in recognition 

of a joyous tribute to honor 

and celebrate your love 

of family and the many 

wonderful memories shared 

… on the occasion of your 

90th birthday.” The citation 

was presented to Deacon 

Stevens on Sunday July 

29, 2018 by Pastor Roberts. 

The citation was orches-

trated by Alphonso Drain, a 

long-time friend of Deacon 

Stevens.
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Pastor Roberts, Youth Minister Rev. Harris, members of scholarship committee with recipients or family representatives who accepted their 
scholarship award on Sunday, August 12. The members of the Dr. Ettyce Hill Moore Scholarship Committee are Deaconess E. Louise White, Shelia 

Beale, Wilma Bonner, Patrick Cooper, and Deacon Fred Leftrict

Congratulations to 2018 Church Scholarship Recipients
Kiara Beckham

Sekai Bonner-Flagg

Keelin Brown

Derrick Collins

Terrell Dance

Leah Dawson

Jamal Gregory

Tyler Hinton

LeChela Johnson

Mark Little

Jade Parchment

Nigel Sanders

Ronnae Simpkins

Taylor Sullivan

Triston Thompson

Tyler Thompson

Jadyn Wilensky
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Marriage Workshop Participants

Participants in the three-part A Kingdom Marriage Workshop sponsored by the Board of Christian Education this summer. Shown front row: 
Deacon Fred Leftrict, Deaconess Linda Leftrict, Ferlandia Townsend, Rev. Reginald Townsend, Deaconess Patricia Kilby-Robb, Deacon Nathaniel 
Robb, and Deaconess Maureen Young. Back row: Deaconess Gloria Smith, Trustee Franklin Smith, Rev. Robin Turner, Rev. Edward Turner, Deacon 

Jessie McCrae, Minister Leslie Wiley, Rev. Cheryl Coleman Hall, and Deacon Gerald Young
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Calendar
SEPTEMBER
Monday, September 3 – Labor Day Holiday, church office closed

Thursday, September 6 – Pastor Roberts, Guest Preacher, 
“Anniversary Month Kick-Off,” Shiloh Baptist Church, 
1500 9th Street NW, DC 20001, 7 PM

Friday, September 7 – Church Directory Family Pictures, 
1:30 – 8:40 PM

Saturday, September 8 – Church Directory Family Pictures, 
9:30 AM – 4:40 PM

Saturday, September 15 – A Conversation with First Baptist 
Church: Panel Discussion featuring Pastor Roberts and 
Rev. Julie Pennington-Russell, 9 – 11 AM

Saturday, September 15 – The 5 Love Languages Relationship 
Series, sponsored by Board of Christian Education, 
1–5 PM

Sunday, September 16 – New Members Sunday

Sunday, September 16 – Pastor Roberts on Coach Butch 
McAdams Radio Show, WOL (1450 AM) and MAGIC 
(95.9 FM), 12:30 PM

Wednesday, September 19 – Pastor Roberts, Guest Preacher, “Fall 
Revival” at Varick Memorial AME Zion Church, 255 
Anacostia Avenue NE, DC 20019, 7 PM

Saturday, September 22 – The 5 Love Languages Relationship 
Series, sponsored by Board of Christian Education, 
9 AM – 12 PM

Sunday, September 23 – Global Missions Ministry Sunday

Friday, September 28 – Jazz on the Lawn, 7-8:30 PM

Saturday, September 29 – Haiti Walk 5K, Rock Creek Park, warm 
up at 7:30 AM, walk at 8 AM

Sunday, September 30 – Homecoming Sunday

OCTOBER
Saturday, October 6 – Evangelism Committee Annual Prayer 

Breakfast, Guest Preacher Rev. Dr. Gerald Folson of St. 
Stephens AME Church, Elkridge, Maryland, 8:30 AM

Monday, October 8 – Columbus Day Holiday, church office closed

Thursday, October 11 – Pastor Roberts, Guest Preacher, “Fall 
Revival,” St. Mary’s Baptist Church, 8008 Eastern 
Avenue NW, DC 20012, 7 PM

Saturday, October 13 – Progressive Adults Theater Outing, “Turn 
Me Loose,” Arena Stage, 2 PM

Sunday, October 14 – Pastor Roberts and Men’s Choir, 
Homecoming Service, Shiloh Baptist Church (Old Site), 
801 Sophia Street, Fredericksburg, Virginia 22401, 
3:30 PM

Sunday, October 14 – Jarvis Memorial Club Annual Gospel 
Concert, 4 PM

Friday, October 19 – Church Business Meeting, 7 PM

Sunday, October 21 – Deaconess Annual Family Luncheon, 12 PM

Sunday, October 21 – Pastor Roberts on Coach Butch McAdams 
Radio Show, WOL (1450 AM) and MAGIC (95.9 FM), 
12:30 PM

Sunday, October 28 – Stewardship Sunday

Nineteenth Street observed its 179th anniversary on August 29.  
You can make a special anniversary gift offering to honor this milestone:  

Sustainer - $17.90   Builder - $179.00   Legacy $1,790.00
Anniversary gifts will be blessed at the September 16 worship service.  

Give now to praise God for our continuing journey!

https://maps.google.com/?q=255+Anacostia+Avenue,+NE&entry=gmail&source=g
https://maps.google.com/?q=255+Anacostia+Avenue,+NE&entry=gmail&source=g
https://maps.google.com/?q=8008+Eastern+Avenue,+NW&entry=gmail&source=g
https://maps.google.com/?q=8008+Eastern+Avenue,+NW&entry=gmail&source=g
https://maps.google.com/?q=801+Sophia+Street,+Fredericksburg,+VA.+22401&entry=gmail&source=g
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