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New Youth Minister Chosen
By Deacon Shawn Davis-Wilensky,  
Youth Minister Search Committee Chair

Minister James Harris was selected as the new Youth Minister for 

Nineteenth Street Baptist Church. After a search process that 

included interviews with the committee and the pastor, town hall 

meetings with the church, background checks, and trial youth 

churches with the final three candidates, our recommendation was 

presented to Pastor Roberts and the Board of Deacons for approval.

Minister Harris is a native of Atlanta, but currently lives in 

Washington, DC. He has extensive experience in working with youth. 

He currently works as Director of Children and Youth Ministries 

at Franconia United Methodist Church in Alexandria, Virginia. He 

received a Bachelor of Arts from Morehouse College in business 

management and religion. He went on to 

Howard University to attain his Master 

of Divinity. He is currently working 

on a Doctor of Ministry from United 

Theological Seminary.

Mr. Harris will make a great addition to 

the Youth Department. We are excited 

about the creative and innovative 

ideas he will bring. We are looking 

forward to the growth of the 

Youth Ministry under his 

leadership. He will be with 

us in service on July 15, 2018. 

Please join us in warmly 

welcoming him. v

Pastor Roberts on the Air
Don’t take a break over the summer!  Continue to tune 

in to the Coach Butch McAdams Show on the third 

Sunday of every month from 12:30 to 1 PM to hear 

Pastor Roberts talk about contemporary issues and 

Nineteenth Street ministries and activities. 

Listen live on radio stations WOL (1450 AM) and MAGIC 

(95.9 FM).  And, you can listen to live radio streaming 

on a computer or cellphone device by going to 

www.woldcnews.com — wherever you travel this summer.

Mark your calendar and tune in. Pastor Roberts will be 

on the show July 15 and August 19 at 12:30 PM.  v

179
Years

Nineteenth Street  
Baptist Church

Founded August 29, 1839
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TRUSTEE TALK

Summertime, When the Giving Can Still Be Easy
By Trustee Donza M. Poole

Some of you may recognize the title of this 

month’s column as a play on words from 

the George Gershwin classic, “Summertime,” 

from the 1935 opera, Porgy and Bess. 
The song begins with the familiar line, 

“Summertime, and the livin’ is easy.”

While things have changed since the Porgy 
and Bess era, the idea of taking it easy in the 

summer has not. With summer comes vacations, more travel, 

family reunions, maybe some days on the beach and, often 

times, fewer days at church.

The decline in church attendance during summer is known as 

the “summer slump” and is generally associated with a decline 

in church giving. Our church has not been spared the summer 

slump, as we generally experience a decline in giving during 

July and August. That’s because most people tend to give when 

they’re actually in church.

But support of the church during summer is just as important as 

it is during the rest of the year because the vision and mission 

of Nineteenth Street are going strong year-round.

There’s Vacation Bible School, the Church School Summer 

Series, and Jazz on the Lawn, plus year-round ministries, such 

as our weekly Food Pantry distributions, Grief Share meetings, 

and the weekly Sunday worship service, to name a few.

So, what’s a reader to do about giving if they’re not in church as 

often this summer? The answer—try some of the other available 

giving options and expand your idea of giving to include more 

than just Sunday. Here are three ways you can continue to give 

and support the church and its mission this summer, even when 

you’re not in the pews.

1. Donate Online

For a quick and easy way to give, try donating online through 

the church’s website at www.everyblessing.org. Just look for 

the yellow “Donate” button on the home page. You can give 

using PayPal or a credit or debit card. There is a transaction fee 

charged to the church when using this method but, as a donor, 

you’ll receive full credit for the amount you contribute, as well 

as an immediate acknowledgement of your gift. Plus, online 

giving is available 24 hours a day, seven days a week.

2. Set Up a Recurring Donation

You can also go online to set up a recurring donation on the 

church’s website and give on a regular basis using PayPal 

or a credit or debit card. No need to worry about forgetting 

your tithes or offerings; they’re contributed to the church 

automatically.

3. Send Your Offering by Mail

There’s nothing like the U.S. Postal Service. Send your tithes and 

offerings by mail. Remember to include your envelope number, 

if you don’t use the personalized offering envelope. The church 

http://www.everyblessing.org
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mailing address is on the website. And if you don’t have internet 

access while away, simply pre-address your mailing envelopes 

before you go or take a church bulletin with you for all the 

information you’ll need.

We are blessed that our church family’s generosity helps 

make so much possible throughout the year, and hope that 

the various giving options described in this column will help 

members of our church family sustain their generosity even 

while away from church this summer.

Summer Hours and Other News
Summer Hours: For the second year in a row, the church will 

operate on a summer-hours schedule. Starting July 16 and 

going through September 4, the church will be closed on 

Mondays, and open longer on Tuesdays through Fridays, from 

8 AM to 6 PM. The summer schedule gives church personnel 

long summer weekends without a reduction in work hours, 

while also allowing the church to save on utility costs.

New Security Measures: The church has implemented new 

measures to enhance church security: a sign-in/sign-out 

procedure and walkie talkies. The sign-in/sign-out procedure 

will apply to visitors entering and leaving the church Monday 

through Friday. Sign-in sheets will be maintained at the church 

office entrance. The new procedure was recommended by the 

church Security Team, chaired by Trustee Jacqueline Ivey, to 

better monitor comings and goings within the church building, 

and is recommended as a best practice by church security 

experts. Along the same lines, the church has also purchased 

walkie talkies for use by key church personnel throughout the 

church building on weekdays and weekends. The two-way 

radios will allow key personnel to communicate with each other 

to more quickly address a church emergency or security threat.

Trustees Rally Day Funds at Work on the Parking Lot: You may 

have noticed that the church parking lot has a fresh new look. 

Thanks to the church family’s generous support of this year’s 

Trustees Rally Day, the Trustee Board was able to complete 

one of its promised projects, the repair of the church parking 

lot. Funds from this year were used to fill in potholes and 

resurface and re-line the lot. The Trustee Board looks forward to 

completing soon the second of its two 2018 projects, repair of 

the leak in the church breezeway. v

Music Ministry Search Continues
By Deborah Lewis Thornton

The Minister of Music Search Committee is close to the final 

phase of the search process. The committee has been meeting 

almost every week for the past six months. Under the leadership 

of Chair Deacon Stan Britt, committee members have been 

encouraged to share their input and have worked responsibly. 

They have developed a range 

of questions relating to each 

candidate’s vision, adminis-

trative abilities, leadership, and 

musical skills. We devoted 

two full Saturdays in June 

to in-person interviews and 

auditions. The process is nearing 

the end, but it is not over yet. v

Search committee members around meeting table: Deacon 
Peyton Lively, Deaconess E. Louise White, Deaconess Kyra 

Wooden, Deborah Lewis Thornton, and Trustee Donza Poole
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First Consecration Service for Deaconesses
By Deaconess Board Chair E. Louise White

Our church witnessed the first Service of Consecration on June 

3 for the newest deaconesses elected to the Deaconess Board, 

Deaconess Gloria Smith and Deaconess Kyra Wooden. The 

service was a pivotal moment for the new deaconesses as they 

stepped forward facing the congregation to be consecrated by 

Pastor Roberts.

Having been trained and then certified at the Baptist Education 

Convention of DC and Vicinity, Sisters Smith and Wooden 

were escorted to the front of the sanctuary by their mentors, 

Deaconess Evangeline Stevens and Deaconess E. Louis White. 

Pastor Roberts led the responsive litany of consecration.

Surrounded by their sister deaconesses, deacons and the 

ministerial staff, the new deaconesses experienced an aura 

of “spiritual specialness” with the laying on of hands by the 

pastor as he prayed for God’s grace and mercy to continue to 

follow them on their walk of faith. Several diaconate members 

mentioned afterwards how the sacred consecration service 

renewed them for their journey as well. v

Mentors Deaconess Evangeline Stevens and 
Deaconess Chair E. Louise White behind 

Gloria Smith and Kyra Wooden

Spouses Trustee Chair Franklin Smith and 
Vernell Wooden with new deaconesses
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Photo: Deaconess Gloria Morris, with flowers and 
friend, surrounded by class members Oretha 

Chandler, Deacon Stan Britt, Dellareesa Banks 
and Alice Gray

Deaconesses Reach Out for 
Community Service
By Deaconess Board Chair E. Louise White and Deaconess Monique Wiley-
Crawford

The Deaconess Board launched the first of four service projects in June. We 

collectively donated and delivered over 1,200 items to the DC Child and Family 

Services “Partners for Kids in Care” program on June 22. Every Sunday in June 

Deaconesses solicited the church family’s help to collect items, including new 

baby clothes, toiletry kits, deodorant, lotion, toothbrushes, toothpaste, soap, 

towels and washcloths for babies and children who need short-term housing. 

By the end of June, we had filled over four large bins containing over 400 

plastic packets with three or more items.

Our church responded proudly and generously to the outreach vision shared 

by our pastor: “Support our commitment to outreach ministries that share the 

hope and love of Christ on the local, national and international levels.”

Our next service project will begin in September. We look forward to your 

continued support as the giving church God would intend us to be. A big 

Thank You to all who donated! v

Mother’s Day Tribute
By Deacon Stan Britt

Church School Class #10 honored Deaconess 

Gloria Morris on Mother’s Day, May 13. This 

fashionable, impeccably dressed lady was 

the historian of the class until hearing 

challenges limited her participation in the 

class discussions. Her husband, the late 

Deacon Mike Morris, put together many 

of the study guides used by the class; her 

knowledge of all the courses helped keep 

us on track. She stopped coming to class 

and now only comes to Sunday worship 

service.  Flowers from the class were our way 

of showing her that she is missed and not 

forgotten. v
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Nineteenth Street Celebrates Youth Ministry Weekend
By Edith Bullard-Britt

The Nineteenth Street Baptist Church Youth Ministry celebrated 

and showcased its youth the second weekend in June. Youth 

Ministry weekend kicked off with a trip to Dave and Buster’s for 

a great day of food, fun, and fellowship. On Sunday youth led a 

worship-filled experience, including everything from poems, to 

dance, to the Kandlelite Choir providing songs of praise, under 

the direction of Deacon Deborah Crain Kemp. A 

highlight of the service was the presentation of 

graduates from high school, college, and post-

graduate programs. During this special part of 

the service twelve graduates were recognized 

for their hard work and achievements.

The Love Pals, a self-supported ministry that has 

provided support to our college students for 

over 20 years, provided a special presentation 

to our college graduates: Edmund Hundley, Taylor Weldon, 

Nicholas Brandon, and Christopher Trotman.

For the second year, the Youth Achievement Award made 

possible through a generous donation from Deacon Billy and 

Deaconess Mattie Gay was presented to Kinsley Beckham in 

the 8–12 age category and Noah Cooper in 

the 13–18 age category. The weekend ended 

with outstanding presentations during the 6th 

Annual Oratory Contest. Nineteenth Street is 

blessed to have a cadre of talented, accom-

plished, and God-loving youth.

1 Timothy 4:12 – Don’t let anyone think less of 
you because you are young. Be an example to 
all believers in what you say, in the way you live, 
in your love, your faith, and your purity. v
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Congratulations 2018 Graduates!
Graduate School 

Vialetta Diane Graham – Master of Arts in Christian Ministry, 
Washington Baptist Theological Seminary, Mount Rainier, 
Maryland

Daniel Bradford Cary Woolridge – Doctor of Medicine, 
University of California San Diego, San Diego, California. 
Son of Randy and Carolyn Woolridge

College
Nicholas Brandon – Associate of Arts in General Studies, 

Montgomery College, Rockville, Maryland. Son of Judy 
Brandon and Ivan Brandon

Edmund Hundley – Bachelor of Arts in Economics, University 
of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. Son of Lynne 
Hundley

Christopher Anderson Trotman – Bachelor of Science in 
Psychology, University of Maryland, Baltimore County, 
Baltimore, Maryland. Son of Mildeen Worrell.

Taylor Grace Weldon – Bachelor of Arts in Communications, 
Old Dominion University, Norfolk, Virginia. Daughter of 
Traci Patterson and Martin Weldon

High School
Kiara Elysse Beckham – Academy of the Holy Cross, Silver 

Spring, Maryland; going to Union College in Schenectady, 
New York. Daughter of Bianca and Harvey Beckham

Sekai Bonner-Flagg – Springbrook High School, Silver Spring, 
Maryland; going to Spelman College in Atlanta, Georgia. 
Daughter of Rukiya Bonner

LaChela Monique Johnson – McKinley Technology High 
School, Washington, DC; going to University of the 
District of Columbia Community College, Washington, DC. 
Daughter of Juawana Jordan

Mark Kevin Little – Richard Montgomery High School, 
Rockville, Maryland; going to High Point University in 
High Point, North Carolina. Son of Musa and Kevin Little

Jade Allyse Parchment – Academy of the Holy Cross, 
Kensington, Maryland; going to North Carolina State 
University in Raleigh, North Carolina. Daughter of Greg 
and Monica Parchment

Melvin Jalen Spann – DeMatha Catholic High School, 
Hyattsville, Maryland; going to Xavier University in 
Cincinnati, Ohio. Son of Melvin Spann and Tina Spann
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Youth Speak Out at Oratory Contest
By Wilma Bonner

The Youth Ministry of Nineteenth Street Baptist Church 

recognized and celebrated the critical thinking, writing, and 

speaking skills of its youth by sponsoring the 6th Annual 

Oratory Contest on Sunday, June 10, 2018. Students in grades 

six through twelve faced off in the fellowship hall in two 

separate divisions—middle school and senior high school—

before two sets of distinguished judges. Contestants had 

the option of addressing one of the following topics: “The 

Redemptive Power of Love” or “Is the Black Church Dead?/

What Must the Church Do to Attract Millennials?”

The audience expressed genuine awe and interest in the 

thoughts and suggestions the contestants brought forth in the 

presentations. Regarding love, one student noted the problem 

of bullying as being rooted in the bully’s feeling a “lack of love.” 

Another speaker highlighted the different ways he shows love 

Judge Edmund Hundley at podium while contestants wait to show off their oratory skills. Contestants, shown left to right: Micah Cooper, Matthew 
Little, Jay Young, Kalyl Young, Noah Little, Junious Woodrick, Kailee Beckham, Jaia Wilensky, Jara Wilensky, Alicia Dawson
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in school, in his home, and in church. For students 

who spoke on the topic of the black church, there 

was a consistent theme on the importance of using 

more technology to reach and relate to people both 

during and outside of church services. Pastor Roberts 

officially made the speeches a part of the church 

archives and charged the Ministry to make them 

available to the entire congregation, so others could 

appreciate their brilliance and make use of their ideas.

The middle school participants were Jaia Wilensky, 

first place winner; Micah Cooper, second place 

winner; and Noah Little, third place winner.

The high school participants were Jara Wilensky, first 

place winner; Alicia Dawson, second place winner; 

Kalyl Young, third place winner; Kailee Beckham, 

fourth place winner; Matthew Little, honorable 

mention; Junious Woodrick, honorable mention; and 

Jay Young, honorable mention.

The judges who had the difficult task of ranking the 

speeches were Leah Dawson, Edmund Hundley, and 

Taylor Weldon for the middle schoolers. Deacon 

Deborah Crain Kemp, Deacon Peyton Lively, and 

Judith Neeley ranked the high schoolers.

The Youth Ministry coordinators were Edith Bullard-

Britt and Rev. Lorise White Wolfe. The activity 

planners were Wilma Bonner, Rukiya Bonner, 

Anika Cooper, Dorothy Curtis, Shirley France, and 

Deaconess Hester Jones.

Congratulations to all of the youth who participated 

in this year’s competition! v

Judges for the middle school contest Taylor Weldon, Edmund Hundley, and Leah 
Dawson 

 Middle school winners Micah Cooper (2nd), Noah Little (3rd) and Jaia Wilensky (1st)
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Why Progressive Adults Go to the Theater
By Gayle Patrick

The Love Pal Program was added to the Progressive Adults 

ministry over 20 years ago. The objective has always been to 

wrap the loving arms of our entire church family around our 

young people as they transition from childhood to adulthood. 

We want to remind them in tangible ways that they carry with 

them the love and prayers of their church family as they enter 

the larger world.

We invite all young members to join the Love Pal Program 

if they will attend any post-secondary educational program 

after completing high school. We support them through the 

completion of a bachelor’s degree. While they are enrolled, we 

assign them an individual Love Pal member and send a stipend 

of $100 every other month of the school year.

The program costs about $8,000 a year. Support for the 

program comes from the congregation, not the church budget. 

Most of the funds are raised from ticket sales to community 

cultural events. The remaining funds come from donations. We 

invite parents to help us raise these funds for future Love Pals.

Ann Saunders is the acting president and Gayle Patrick is 

secretary of the Progressive Adults ministry. Thank you to our 

church family for your support over the years. We look forward 

to your continued support for the next twenty years!

The new theater events in 2018 are below. Transportation is 

available from church to all shows. Proceeds benefit our Love 

Pal Program. Call Ann Saunders at (202) 529-3188 for more 

information. v

The New Arena Stage (Kreeger Theatre) 

Saturday, October 13, 2 PM  |  $65

The New Arena Stage (Fichandler Stage)

Saturday, December 15, 2 PM  |  $75 / Adults
Ann Saunders and Progressive Adults members with graduating Love 

Pals
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What the Love Pal 
Program Meant to Me
By Edmund Hundley

It was not until I received my first 

check in September 2014 that 

I realized what my LOVE PAL 

connection was all about. When 

you are away from home and at 

school, any sign that someone is 

thinking of you leaves you with 

a good feeling. It is like manna 

from heaven with a note of 

encouragement attached.

This would be the ritual for the 

next four years. Always timely. Always uplifting. It 

came along with a copy of The Epistle, so I could stay 

up-to-date on what was happening at the church. As 

an Economics major I valued the increase in funding I 

received during the school year. Such support makes 

you conscious of all the people known and unknown 

looking out for your best interest and praying that you 

succeed.

I will use that as I start my career as an investment 

analyst. I will be forever grateful to the Love Pals and 

the members of my church family who contributed their 

resources to support my education at the University 

of Pennsylvania. I plan to support the continuation of 

this great tradition. Thank you, Ms. Virginia C. Lee, for 

making my Love Pal years a rewarding experience. v

Congratulations to…
Kiara Beckham for being featured in the Catholic Standards 
Magazine in an article entitled, “Holy Cross senior hopes to 

dedicate life to improving women’s health.” The long profile 

talked about Kiara’s dream of working in a career where she 

can improve the prospects for women’s health and shared 

her reflections about her senior project during which she 

volunteered at the High Risk Perinatal Unit and Neonatal 

Intensive Care Unit of Holy Cross Hospital in Silver Spring. Kiara 

graduated in June from the Academy of the Holy Cross with 

many honors and awards. In addition to her academic successes, 

she played forward on the basketball team and competed 

in golf. She will be attending Union College in Schenectady, 

New York – one of the top five STEM (Science, Technology, 

Engineering and Math) colleges for women—on an academic 

scholarship. Kiara is 

a daughter of Harvey 

and Bianca Beckham 

and granddaughter of 

Dr. William and 

Dorothy Curtis.

Catholic Standards 
Magazine is the 

online magazine of 

The Archdiocese of 

Washington. To read 

the entire glowing 

article about Kiara, 

click here. v
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http://www.cathstan.org/Content/News/Schools/Article/Holy-Cross-senior-hopes-to-dedicate-life-to-improving-women-shealth/2/21/8481
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Welcome New Members in June

By Experience of Grace: Sister Shevawn Woods

By Baptism: Brother Christopher Burks

Leisure Club Outing
Members of the Leisure Club enjoyed fellowship and lunch at 

their June 21 visit to Denny’s Restaurant. The Leisure Club is open 

to all seniors of Nineteenth Street and the community. For more 

information, contact Sandra Caviness, president.

Have you been a church member  
for more than 50 years?

Any church member who has not yet been recognized for 
50+ years of membership at Nineteenth Street should contact 
Deaconess Hester Jones, President of The Missionary Society, 
at hesterjones@comcast.net or leave your name in the church 
office.

Front row, left to right: 

June Jackson, Sandra 

Caviness, Maude 

Stovall McCannon, 

Janice Hinton, Judith 

Neely, Rosemary 

Massey. 

Back row: Evangeline 

Stevens, Irish Stovall, 

Cynthia Thompson.

mailto:hesterjones@comcast.net
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Plan to Support the Third Annual Haiti 5k Walk
By Edith Bullard-Britt

Plans are underway for the Global Missions Ministry’s third 

annual Haiti 5k Walk. As in the past, we’re walking to support 

VillageMed’s efforts to build a pediatric clinic in rural Haiti…and 

we’re getting closer every day. As our missionaries reported 

last month, the clinic location has been selected, land has been 

donated by a local landowner, and architectural plans are in 

place. Even so, the completed clinic is still months away; so 

VillageMed continues its medical missions with one scheduled 

in August and another in December. The commitment of the 

VillageMed team to develop healthy communities is astounding.

As in times before, God has prepared us for this moment to be 

the vanguard in protecting the next generation of children. Here 

are five ways YOU can help today:

• Plan to participate in the Haiti 5kWalk that will be held in 

late September to mid-October. Details are still being ironed 

out, but you won’t want to miss this healthy way to help 

those in need.

• Volunteer to help. We’re looking for volunteers to help plan 

and execute the Walk. See Deacon in Training Kenyatta 

Hobson, Edith Bullard-Britt, or Phillis Cooke if you’re 

interested in volunteering.

• Consider being a team captain and recruiting a walking 

team. Each team is responsible for raising $2,500. Monica 

Reeder will be recruiting and supporting the team captains. 

Put together a team and join the fun.

• If you don’t want to recruit a team, consider walking as an 

individual or a family—every walker helps.

• Spread the word. This is not just a Nineteenth Street event. 

The more we can involve our friends, family, neighbors, 

co-workers, colleagues, and others from outside the church 

community, the more successful we will be.

Oh, and there’s a sixth thing we ask from every member of our 

church. Pray for the success of our Haiti 5k Walk and, more 

importantly, pray for the well-being of the many children who 

will be served by VillageMed during the upcoming year.

Stay tuned for more information about the Walk as plans are 

finalized. v

Scenes from the 2016 and 
2017 Haiti 5k Walks, which 

helped raise funds to 
build a clinic for medically 

underserved children in Haiti
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Jesus Loves Children
By Rev. Reginald Townsend, Associate Minister

When children are being taken away from 

their parents and locked up in cages, 

something is wrong. We must remind 

America of how important children are to our 

national heritage. Scripture informs us that 

Jesus had a special affection for children 

when He said, “Suffer little children to come 

unto me and forbid them not: for such is the 

kingdom of God.” (Matthew 19:17) NIV

Jesus spoke these words to illustrate that all must come to the 

kingdom with an attitude of humility and obedience. In this 

verse, Christ is describing how we should all approach God our 

Father. He didn’t mean that heaven is only for children. Quite 

the contrary. His receptiveness of little children was in great 

contrast to the stubbornness of the disciples and religious 

leaders who let their special relationship, education, and sophis-

tication stand in the way of the simple faith needed to believe in 

Jesus.

Today we find ourselves engrossed in a political war of words for 

the hearts, minds, and spiritual soul of America. The question of 

the day that confronts all Americans of principle is: Whose are 

we, and who are we to become if we allow the present admin-

istration to continue to destroy families attempting to escape 

oppression and yearning at our borders for freedom and justice. 

What will be our legacy if we do and say nothing?

In every generation, there are new challenges which arise in 

a democracy. However, the principles upon which this nation 

was founded: “For the people and by the people,” shall never 

die. Most Americans still believe in the sacred words engraved 

on the Statue of Liberty: “Give me your tired, your poor, your 

huddled masses yearning to breathe free. The wretched refuse 

of your teeming shore. Send these, the homeless, tempest-tost 

to me; I lift my lamp beside the golden door!”

Some of our political leaders would have us believe that the 

doors to America are now closed to black and brown immigrant 

groups and only open to a select group of Europeans. Amid 

America’s social struggle for a new national identity and 

consciousness, we should never forget the words of Jesus when 

He said, “As children of God we are to entertain strangers and 

by so doing some people have entertained angels without 

knowing it... “(Hebrew 13:2)

I would suggest that the origins of America’s distorted inter-

pretation of our founding principles are hidden in the socio-

logical ideas of modernism. Modernity erases kinship structures, 

redefines community, establishes the individual as the most 

important unit of meaning, and releases a massive set of social 

changes that tend to pull the family apart rather than holding it 

together.

Simply stated, as we try and understand the changes occurring 

in our American landscape under the Trump administration, 

keep in mind there is a long and complex history of social 

and economic theory behind Trump’s metaphorical proposal 

to “Drain the Swamp.” His policies appear to be devoid of any 

positive Judeo-Christian principles, which place emphasis on 
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loving your neighbor, but instead 

focuses on making yourself rich and 

famous.

The great African American statesman 

and patriot Rev. Dr. Benjamin E. 

Mays reminds us that “The man/

woman, who understands life, who 

understands the frailty of all mankind, 

never lifts himself/herself above 

the people, never tries to extricate 

himself/herself, from the masses.”

Finally, we should always be vigilant 

and mindful that our children are our 

future. For it is said, that our mouth 

reveals our heart and simultaneously 

affects someone else’s heart for good, 

or for evil.

Our heritage as African Americans is 

one of love and forgiveness. We are a 

people of the Word, and our collective 

religious fervor and love of Jesus have 

stood the test of time, and we will 

certainly survive the presidency of 

Donald J. Trump.

Trust me a new day is coming, 

because of God’s abundant love for 

all His children. “The lions may grow 

weak and hungry, but those who seek 

the Lord lack no good thing…” (Psalm 

34:10). NIV v

August 4 Flea Market Promises 
Something for Everybody!
The Missionary Society is sponsoring an Indoor/Outdoor Flea Market on Saturday, 

August 4 from 9 AM to 3:30 PM. Planned for rain or shine, the Flea Market will be 

held in the church’s fellowship hall and on the paved side parking lot.

Plan to attend to browse and shop the tables. This Flea Market promises great 

deals for everybody. You don’t want to miss it!

Groups and individuals are welcome to purchase vendor tables at $25 each on 

a first come/first served basis. The deadline for purchasing tables is July 28. To 

reserve your spot, contact Rosemary Mills Massey (rosmilsmas@aol.com) or the 

church office at 202-829-2773.

Food will be available for purchase at the snack bar. Light breakfast items as well 

as lunch hot dogs, fish sandwiches, sodas, chips, bottled water and baked goods 

will be sold.

The Flea Market is a church-sponsored activity so certain guidelines and restric-

tions apply. Contact Missionary Society President Hester Jones or Flea Market 

Coordinator Rosemary Mills Massey for more information. v

mailto:rosmilsmas@aol.com
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Father’s Day Fun
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One Grandmother’s Testimony: God Has Plans
By Evelyn C. Sellers

Church friends often refer to my oldest grand-

daughter as “the dancer.” Sabrina Sellers 

started dance lessons at an early age and was 

accepted as a trainee with Joffrey Ballet School 

in Chicago, Illinois after graduating from high 

school in Southern California. She excelled for 

two years until she was injured. After recovering, 

she enrolled in the trainee program at the 

Alonzo King LINES Ballet School in San Francisco. After another 

injury ended her dance 

career, Sabrina resumed her 

academics at Berkeley City 

College in Oakland. On May 

23 she graduated summa 
cum laude with an Associate 

Degree in sociology, receiving 

other honors, including class 

valedictorian. In the fall she 

will attend the University of 

California, Berkeley, having 

been awarded the Regents’ 

and Chancellor’s Scholarship, 

the most prestigious 

scholarship at the University.

My second granddaughter Sahara Chapman graduated in June 

from Elizabeth Seton High School in Bladensburg, Maryland 

with high academic honors and awards from school and 

other groups. She completed the Seton pharmacy program 

and will become a licensed pharmacy technician at the end 

of summer. Sahara, who will attend Hampton University in 

Hampton, Virginia, was awarded academic and music scholar-

ships. A gymnast since an early age, Sahara competed in May 

in the USA Gymnastics Maryland State Meet, where she scored 

third place overall for her level. 

Sabrina and Sahara join my 

six nieces and nephews (their 

cousins), who also graduated 

this month receiving two 

high school diplomas, three 

bachelor’s degrees and one 

master’s degree.

For I know the plans I have for 
you,” declares the Lord, “plans 
to prosper you and not to harm 
you, plans to give you hope and 
a future. Jeremiah 29:11 (NIV).

God has a plan for each of 

us. v

Sahara Sabrina
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Calendar
JULY
Sunday July 1 – Church School “Summer Program” begins, fellowship hall, 8:45 AM

Wednesday, July 4 – Independence Day Holiday, church office closed

Friday, July 6 – Vacation Bible School Closing Ceremony, 11 AM

Monday, July 9 – Vacation Bible School Outing at Kings Dominion, bus departs 9 AM

Sunday, July 15 – Pastor Roberts on Coach Butch McAdams Radio Show, WOL (1450 AM) and MAGIC (95.9 FM), 12:30 PM

Friday, July 20 – Church Business Meeting, 7 PM

Saturday, July 28 – Community Day Health Fair & Jazz on the Lawn, 10 AM – 4 PM

AUGUST
Saturday, August 4 – Flea Market, sponsored by the Missionary Society, 9 AM – 3:30 PM

Saturday, August 18 – A Kingdom Marriage Workshop (Part III), 10 AM – 12 PM

Sunday, August 19 – Pastor Roberts on Coach Butch McAdams Radio Show, WOL (1450 AM) and MAGIC (95.9 FM), 12:30 PM

Sunday, August 26 – Church School “Summer Program” ends

Wednesday, August 29 – 179th Anniversary of Nineteenth Street Baptist 
Church

SEPTEMBER
Monday, September 3 – Labor Day Holiday, church office closed

Sunday, September 16 – New Members Sunday

Sunday, September 16 – Pastor Roberts on Coach Butch McAdams 
Radio Show, WOL (1450 AM) and MAGIC (95.9 FM), 12:30 PM 

Sunday, September 23 – Global Missions Sunday

Sunday, September 30 – Homecoming Sunday

S A V E   T H E   D A T E

Sunday, September 30, 2018

Homecoming Sunday  
Worship Service Celebration  

and Fellowship Dinner

Dinner served by church ministries at no charge. 
Church ministries planning to participate in the dinner 

should leave a note for the Missionary Society in  
the church office or contact Hester Jones  

(hesterjones@comcast.net) as soon as possible.

mailto:hesterjones@comcast.net
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