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PASTOR’S WELCOME MAT

The Iron-Sharpening Power of Prayer
By Rev. Dr. Darryl D. Roberts

Matthew 6: 5-8

5 And when you pray, do not be like the 
hypocrites, for they love to pray standing in 
the synagogues and on the street corners to 
be seen by others. Truly I tell you, they have 
received their reward in full. 6 But when you 
pray, go into your room, close the door and 
pray to your Father, who is unseen. Then your 
Father, who sees what is done in secret, will 

reward you. 7 And when you pray, do not keep on babbling like 
pagans, for they think they will be heard because of their many 
words. 8 Do not be like them, for your Father knows what you 
need before you ask him.

The Gospel of Matthew opens the New Testament by tracing 

the birth of Jesus Christ back to the nation of Israel’s genesis 

in the Abrahamic covenant. The purpose is to show that Jesus 

Christ is the world’s long-awaited Messiah. We get a panoramic 

view of ancient Jewish life written in the street language of 

locals — the vernacular of the common folk and the marketplace. 

Before we listen in on Jesus’s masterful exegesis of the law and 

introduction of a new standard in The Sermon on the Mount, we 

eavesdrop on the ministry of John the Baptist, Jesus’ tests in 

the wilderness, and Jesus’ teachings and healings.

Now that Jesus has captured the imagination and wowed the 

crowds with his powerful critique of Old Testament legalism, 

he climbs a hillside and drops on his hearers a new moral and 

ethical standard for God’s 

Kingdom in the Sermon on 

the Mount. Jesus teaches his listeners that the kingdom is a 

gracious gift to those who pursue righteousness, peace, God’s 

justice, God’s Word, love, and the way of salvation. In Matthew 

6: 5-8, the Savior emphasizes that powerful and effective prayer 

is concise, simple and all-inclusive (i.e., horizontal and vertical in 

scope). 

Jesus spotlights the self-righteousness of the Pharisees by 

exposing their hypocrisy in the areas of worship and works, 

including prayer. The motivation behind their worship is a desire 

to receive public praise with no personal transformation. The 

Savior uncovers the meaningless verbiage of prayers led by 

persons who offer petitions thoughtlessly with extravagant 

formulas. He provides a model prayer that shows us how to line 

up our will, desires, goals and plans with the will of God. 

He cautions his listening audience to avoid following the 

hypocrisy of self-righteous do-gooders but to surrender to the 

will, plan and purposes of God. In the Lord’s Prayer (Matthew 

6: 9-13, Jesus admonishes the disciples that the aim and 

purpose of prayer is to please and serve God. There must be a 

connection between how we pray and the way we live. We can’t 

experience God’s benefits (i.e., forgiveness, grace and mercy) 

unless we extend God’s gracious gifts to others (i.e., forgiveness, 

love, grace and compassion). We must pray first, and second, 

continued on next page
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line up our lives with the Word we profess. Prayer and worship 

are two sides of the same coin of Christian discipleship. 

Some years ago, a young man approached the foreman of a 

logging crew and asked for a job. “That depends,” replied the 

foreman. “Let’s see you chop down this tree.” The young man 

stepped forward and skillfully chopped down a great tree. 

Impressed, the foreman exclaimed, “Start Monday!” 

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday rolled by, and Thursday 

afternoon the foreman approached the young man and said, 

“You can pick up your paycheck on the way out today.” Startled, 

he replied, “I thought you paid on Friday.” “Normally we do,” 

answered the foreman, “but we’re letting you go today because 

you’ve fallen behind. Our daily felling charts show that you’ve 

dropped from first place on Monday to last on Wednesday.”

“But I’m a hard worker,” the young man objected. “I arrive first, 

leave last, and even have worked through my coffee breaks!” 

The foreman, sensing the boy’s integrity thought for a minute 

and then asked, “Have you been sharpening your ax?” The 

young man replied, “I’ve been working too hard to take the 

time.”

As we think about this Season of Lent, we have been seeking 

God to sharpen our prayer ax. Have you been too busy, too hard 

at work to sharpen your ax? Maybe you have fallen behind, lost 

your edge and become less productive in your work and you 

don’t even know it. Let this season serve as a reminder that we 

must always make time to pray, meditate, fast and read God’s 

Word on a daily basis so that we may feed our spirit that, in 

turn, provides energy, direction and focus for every area of our 

lives.  v

New Members in March

By Experience of Grace:

Sister Judith Graham

Brother Alonzo H. Thomas

New members Courtney Young Settle and William E. Hunt success-
fully completed New Member Orientation in February and received 

the Right Hand of Fellowship on March 4. They are shown with 
Deacon Yvonne Dickson.
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The Legacy of Rev. Moore  
and Rev. Singleton
By Karen E. Williamson, Epistle Editor

The Epistle pays tribute to two giants who recently passed from labor to reward– 

Pastor Emeritus Rev. Jerry A. Moore Jr. and Editor Emeritus Rev. I. Benni Singleton. 

Both played major, historic roles in our church and in the establishment of the church 

newsletter, The Epistle.

Rev. Moore served as the Pastor of Nineteenth Street from 1946 to 1997 and is credited 

with initiating the idea of a church newspaper. The first newspaper was named The 
Church News and was published from 1962 to 1966. Rev. Moore revived the concept 

a decade later. I. Benni Singleton, an experienced public relations and media profes-

sional, was tasked with creating The Epistle and became its first editor in 1977. 

Singleton recruited other talented church volunteers to work on the newsletter helping 

with photography, layout, editing and writing. In 1989, Singleton was ordained as a 

Baptist minister and became an associate minister of the church. Even as he assumed 

other responsibilities, Rev. Singleton was devoted to The Epistle. He served as the 

editor for 30 years from 1977 to 2007, when he swapped titles with the assistant editor. 

He was named editor emeritus in 2016.

We thank God for Rev. Moore and Rev. Singleton, the roles they played at Nineteenth 

Street Baptist Church, as well as their vision and guidance to create and sustain The 
Epistle, our church newsletter. v

Note: Unfortunately, the church does not have any copies of The Church News or The Epistle 
prior to 1997. If any church members have issues of these early publications, we’d love to have 
or borrow them to scan for the church’s archives.

Pastor Emeritus  
Rev. Dr. Jerry A. Moore Jr.

June 12, 1918 –  
December 19, 2017

Editor Emeritus  
Rev. Dr. Israel Benni Singleton

December 5, 1927 –  
March 11, 2018
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Jazz on the Lawn to Launch Each One, Reach One
By Lydia Cole

The Each One, Reach One Working Group was established by 

Pastor Roberts to help carry out his strategic vision. Each One, 

Reach One focuses on our commitment to build up the body of 

Christ by increasing active church membership by 2023.

The Working Group has been hard at work and has designed 

four programs intended to share our welcoming spirit and 

Christ-centered worship with new members, reconnect with 

inactive members and deepen our connection with current 

members.

• Plugged-In with Pastor Darryl Roberts: The Pastor and 

a member of the working group will visit the homes of 

members and non-members to engage in spirit-filled 

conversations about enhancing the worship experience 

at Nineteenth Street. Visits to non-members will include 

invitations to visit the church and consider membership.

• Coffee, Chat, and Chew: These quarterly events will enable 

members to get to know newer members, learn more about 

the church, and discover opportunities to get involved in 

ministries.

• Jazz on the Lawn and Speakers/Writers Series: Enjoyable 

jazz performances on the lawn and presentations by 

speakers on diverse topics will attract members and other 

interested visitors to Nineteenth Street.

• VIP Sundays: We will invite groups to worship at Nineteenth 

Street, where they will be recognized as VIP guests, while 

experiencing our welcoming worship service.

Each One, Reach One will launch the last weekend in April. It 

kicks off with Jazz on the Lawn on Saturday, April 28 from 

2 PM to 4 PM, featuring the musical group Mo and Friends. In 

addition, the Food Pantry will give away fresh vegetables and 

we will have face painting and food trucks to attract community 

neighbors. During the worship service on Sunday, April 29, 

Pastor Roberts will speak about the Each One, Reach One 

initiative during his sermon.

Each One, Reach One will require a collective effort from 

members of Nineteenth Street. There are things we can all do 

to help achieve our vision of building up the body of Christ. For 

more information or to get involved, contact Barbara Jumper at 

bldjumper@gmail.com or (202) 329-7713.

Please join us on April 28 and 29 for the Each One, Reach One 

Launch! v

mailto:bldjumper@gmail.com


7The Epistle | Vol. 39 No. 3 | April 2018

Stewardship Committee Is Formed
By Deacon Billy F. Gay

A Stewardship Committee was formed at the request of Pastor 

Roberts. Fifteen members from various areas of the church 

have agreed to work together on the committee, co-chaired by 

Deacon Billy F. Gay and Trustee Chair Franklin Smith.

Some may ask, what is Stewardship? Stewardship is recognizing 

that all we have is a gift from God, all we have belongs to 

God and all we have is used to serve God. The Stewardship 

Committee was formed as an affirmation of that definition. The 

Committee subsequently developed a mission statement and 

a vision statement as guides for an impending stewardship 

ministry.

Mission Statement:
The Stewardship Committee will educate, equip and 
encourage our church family to use their God-given 
time, talent, and treasures to glorify God. We will seek to 
accomplish this by using scripturally-based instruction 
that emphasizes that Christian stewardship is critical to our 
covenant with God. We will prayerfully help each member 
to develop a deeper understanding of what God requires 
of stewards, helping all to fulfill these requirements.

Vision Statement:
Transform our church, community and world through 
ministries that demonstrate to the world the power of 
obedience to God’s word through the effective and 
inspired use of our time, talent and treasure.

Stewardship is a key practice that will be encouraged by our 

church to strengthen and renew our faith. It can help us to 

understand our relationship with the resources that God has 

entrusted to us. Stewardship is comprised of the following three 

gifts:

• Gifts of service and ministry (Talent)

• Gifts of prayer and worship (Time)

• Gifts of financial giving (Treasure)

Whether our resources are money, time or the ability to 

do something well, the practice of stewardship helps us to 

understand that all that we possess is a gift from God. We must 

The Stewardship Committee has set up six standing 
subcommittees with very capable leaders:

 Subcommittee	 Leader

 Time Commitment . . . .  Rev. Reginald Townsend

 Talent Commitment . . . .  Deaconess E. Louise White

 Treasure Commitment . . . .  Deacon Jessie McCrae

 Marketing (Operations) . . . .  Deacon Gerald Young

 Training (Operations) . . . .  Deaconess Patricia Robb

 Ministries Liaison . . . .  Deacon Fred Leftrict

continued on next page



8The Epistle | Vol. 39 No. 3 | April 2018

Transition Ministry Group 
Advises Pastor
By Charles Hall

In October 2017 Pastor Roberts established the Transition 

Ministry Group to provide a space for pastor and people 

to share their hopes, dreams, anxieties, and expectations 

for our new season of ministry. The group will work closely 

with Pastor Roberts to develop strategies and methods to 

gauge the success of the transition and to determine areas of 

improvement and patterns of behavior that will help the Pastor 

move the church forward.

The members appointed to the Transition Ministry Group 

are Deaconess Eleanor Banks, Deaconess Monique Wiley-

Crawford, Deacon in Training Kenyatta Hobson, Cheryl Johnson, 

Deaconess Linda Leftrict, Evelyn Sellers, James Tolbert and 

Charles Hall, who serves as the group’s facilitator.

The Pastor informed the Transition Ministry Group that it is 

strictly serving in an advisory capacity and has no authority to 

circumvent normal governing structures. Our first meeting was 

spent getting to know each other, our purpose and the ground 

rules for our time together. We have developed a no-holds-

barred style in which we model an open and receptive attitude. 

The Pastor has worked very hard to ensure an atmosphere of 

hospitality so that everyone feels comfortable sharing.

In preparing for the work ahead of us, we have reviewed the 

history of Nineteenth Street, the church-wide survey, and the 

Christian Education survey. We will also look at how God fits 

into our church’s transition. v

understand that we should examine our gifts and gratefully 

manage them in a responsible manner while realizing that 

the gifts that God has given us are not just for ourselves 

but are meant to be shared for the common good. We are 

only the caretakers and in gratitude should move to share a 

portion of our gifts to continue the work of Jesus Christ.

The Stewardship Committee has, with the help of our pastor, 

secured a Baptist Church Spiritual Gifts Survey for use by 

our church. Very soon church members will be afforded the 

opportunity to take the survey to determine the spiritual 

gifts that God has entrusted with each of us. Following 

analysis of the survey, each member can make an informed 

decision on how he or she would like to serve in the various 

ministries or organizations in the church. v

Help Update the  
Church Database!
Thanks to ALL who have already returned the Member 

Profile Form!

If you have not yet returned your form, please take a 

moment to review and complete the front and back of the 

form and return it to the church office, to the attention 

of the Database Team. Or, you may use the revised form 

on the church website, www.everyblessing.org. Click on 

“Complete Member Profile.”

The Database Team thanks you for your time, commitment 

and spirit in completing the Member Profile Form. v

http://www.everyblessing.org
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Social Media: An Important 
Communication Channel
By Edith Bullard-Britt

You may have noticed more posts to your Facebook and Instagram feeds 

or tweets to your Twitter account from Nineteenth Street Baptist Church 

over the last year. Recognizing the value of social media — not only in 

reaching a younger target audience, but also in reaching those beyond 

our church walls, the church has been more purposeful about sharing 

events and other news on our social media platforms.

Despite recent news, 81 percent of U.S. Americans had a social media 

profile, representing a five percent growth compared to the previous 

year — that’s an audience we can’t afford to neglect. While Nineteenth 

Street has made strides in our social media presence, we need your help.

We are still working to grow a robust Social Media Ministry. We need 

writers, people willing to post at a moment’s notice, and people who are 

willing to lead our efforts. For our social media presence to be successful 

it must be relevant, consistent, and coordinated.

If you are interested in being an active member of the Social Media 

Ministry, please email Edith Bullard-Britt at ebullard@yesandagency.com, 

or text 301-448-8003. The Social Media Ministry is looking for any and 

everyone who has a passion for social media.

Check out and follow our social media accounts:

Facebook: www.facebook.com/Everyblessing.org

Instagram: www.instagram.com/explore/tags/nsbcdc

Twitter: twitter.com/_nsbcdc

Join Us for a Delightful  
Spiritual Journey to see JESUS

Tuesday,	May	8

Sight and Sound Theater 

Lancaster, Pennsylvania

Cost:  $140 per person  

(includes round-trip transportation,  

show and lunch)

Bus departs from Nineteenth Street  

at 7 AM and returns at 7:30 PM

Sponsored by The Deaconess Board

Contact:  

Deaconess Evangeline Stevens 

 at 301-500-5288 

 or  

Deaconess Dena Bowen  

at 202-723-8096

mailto:ebullard@yesandagency.com
https://www.facebook.com/Everyblessing.org/
https://www.instagram.com/explore/tags/nsbcdc/
https://twitter.com/_nsbcdc
https://www.facebook.com/Everyblessing.org
http://www.instagram.com/nsbcdc
http://twitter.com/_nsbcdc
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TRUSTEE TALK

The Greening of Nineteenth Street
By Trustee Donza M. Poole

The earth is the Lord’s, and the fulness 
thereof; the world and they that dwell therein. 
(Psalm 24:1 KJV)

As a church, we play an important role in 

caring for the environment. Over the past 

few years, the Trustee Board has taken 

several steps to help our church become 

a better environmental steward of God’s 

creation. We continue to pursue options that are both good for 

the earth and economical.

April 22 marks the 48th anniversary of Earth Day, a global 

movement focusing on the environment. The focus this year is 

on ending plastic pollution. In recognition of Earth Day, we issue 

this “Green Report” on Nineteenth Street.

Solar Panels: In 2017, the church installed solar panels to its 

rooftop, adding one of the largest renewable energy systems 

installed by a church in Washington, DC. Since converting to 

solar last May, the church has realized significant savings on 

its electricity bill, freeing up funds for church ministries and 

building care.

We Recycle: You may have noticed new blue and white recycle 

bins throughout the church. We’re making it easier for church 

members, friends, and visitors to recycle paper, plastics, metals, 

and glass while on the premises. The District of Columbia has 

set a goal of reaching 80% waste diversion to help improve the 

city’s communities, green spaces, air, and waterways.

By using the recycle bins to dispose of paper and plastic cups 

and containers, metal cans, newspaper, and office paper, we 

can help improve the city’s environment, while also complying 

with the District’s recycling laws. There’s no need to separate 

recyclable items, but please be sure to 

empty recyclables of any food or 

liquids before placing them in the 

recycling containers   — the items 

must be clean and empty.

Recycling is also saving the 

church money. Last month, the 

Trustee Board entered into a 

contract with a new trash service 

because the old one did not offer 

recycling pickup. The new service 

provides increased trash pickups 

plus a weekly recycling pickup, and 

it does so for $105 less per month 

than the old service. The change 

should yield over $1,000 in savings 

this year.

Online Giving: You can go green, even 

when you give at Nineteenth Street. The 

church has long offered online giving for tithes and offerings. 

Giving electronically is not only convenient, but it also reduces 

the amount of paper generated, making it environmentally 

continued on next page
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friendly. Some church members routinely choose this 

paperless option for their giving. You may give online 

using PayPal or a credit card at www.everyblessing.org. 

Simply click the “Donate” button on the home page 

and follow the prompts. While the church is charged 

a modest fee for this service, donors receive full credit 

for the amount of their gift. With fewer people carrying 

checks and cash, online giving provides a convenient 

way to support the church and its mission, plus it’s 

available 24/7!

LED Light Bulbs and Recyclable Dishware: In addition 

to solar energy, recycling, and online giving, the church 

is replacing its light bulbs with environmentally-friendly 

and energy-efficient LED bulbs. And in keeping with 

the District’s requirements, the church no longer 

uses disposable Styrofoam plates and cups, but uses 

disposable dishware made of rigid plastic, paper, or 

certified compostable products.

For more information about Earth Day and how you can 

be an environmental steward, visit www.earthday.org.  v

Trustee Rally Day
Sunday,	May	20,	2018

Please join the Trustee Board for this annual 

celebration, featuring service awards, a repast, and 

the opportunity to give a special offering to help 

fund the Trustee Rally Day project. Trustee Charles 

Sprow is the 2018 Trustee Rally Day Chair.

First Lady to Speak at  
2018 Women’s Day
Nineteenth Street will observe Women’s Day on Sunday, April 22 

with the theme, “Committing our Time in the Service of Giving.” 

The scriptures selected for this year’s observance are Acts 20:35 

and Romans 12:1,2.

The Missionary Society, which sponsors 

Women’s Day, is asking all women — members, 

visitors and friends — to wear white and 

participate in the “100 Women in White March.” 

This processional march into the sanctuary will 

begin promptly at 10 AM. Gentlemen are asked 

to wear red ties.

First Lady Dr. Laura Morgan Roberts will be the guest speaker 

for Women’s Day. After the service, there will be a reception and 

a book signing where Dr. Roberts will sell and sign copies of her 

three books.

• #Soulshine: lights on (March 2018)

• #Speakeasy: Real Talk (February 2018)

• #epicenter: heart matters (November 2016)

Dr. Roberts’ books were inspired by the experiences of African 

American women, past and present, but have messages that apply 

to a wide range of audiences. Proceeds from book sales will support 

the Missionary Society’s home and foreign mission ministries.

Hester Jones is president of the Missionary Society. Everyone is 

invited to come out and worship, greet the speaker, and enjoy the 

fellowship and refreshments at the reception. v

http://www.everyblessing.org
http://www.earthday.org
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Four 16th Street houses of worship came together 

on the steps of Nineteenth Street Baptist Church 

for a Prayer Vigil before proceeding to the historic 

March for Our Lives on Saturday, March 24.

Joining Pastor Roberts and Nineteenth Street 

members were Rabbi Shmuel Herzfeld and members 

of Ohev Shalom (the National Synagogue), Rev. 

Keith Byrd and members of Zion Baptist Church, 

and Bishop Peter Christensen and members of The 

Church of Latter Day Saints.

The engagement of these community religious 

organizations was significant for several reasons:

• The National Orthodox Jewish Synagogue 

partnered with the oldest black Baptist church in 

Washington, DC.

• The partnership allowed Ohev Shalom to carry 

out its mission of engaging with its neighbors 

while symbolically reconnecting with an 

important historical marker in the Jewish faith. 

(B’nai Israel, the former name of the synagogue, 

used to own Nineteenth Street’s current 

property.)

• It provided an opportunity to form an interfaith 

coalition around a national problem — gun 

violence in our schools.

Nineteenth Street Hosts Historic Prayer Vigil  
Before March for Life
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Remembering an American Hero
By Rev. Reginald Townsend, Associate Minister

The Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. is an American hero. He 

gave his life so that others might have freedom, justice and 

racial equality in America. On the evening of April 4, 1968, as 

King stood on the balcony of the Lorraine Hotel in Memphis, 

Tennessee, America’s native son was tragically slain by a single 

bullet from an assassin’s rifle. Some believe that this one event 

became the pivotal turning point for American race relations 

in the mid-twentieth century. The death of Dr. King altered the 

course of the Civil Rights Movement, race relations and the path 

of American history. They killed the dreamer, but not his dream.

Just four days before his death Dr. King preached a powerful 

Lenten sermon at the Washington National Cathedral titled, 

“Remaining Awake Through A Great Revolution.” He reminded 

his audience that, “We Americans are tied together in a single 

garment of destiny, caught in an inescapable network of 

mutuality. Whatever affects one directly affects all indirectly.”

King’s last sermon, titled “I’ve Been to the Mountaintop,” called 

for unity, economic actions, boycotts, and nonviolent protest 

in Memphis, Tennessee, while he challenged the United States 

to live up to its ideals, as articulated in the Preamble to the 

Declaration of Independence. At the end of the sermon, he 

talked about the possibility of his own untimely death. He said, 

“I may not get there with you, but we as a people will get to the 

Promised Land.”

During his last days on earth and throughout his ministry, King 

preached a message of salvation and redemption through Jesus 

Christ. King’s hero status was cemented in the annals of time for 

future generations of freedom warriors.

King’s life and 

legacy bear witness 

to his calling by 

God. His many 

speeches and 

sermons taken from 

the words of Old 

Testament prophets 

and Jesus Christ 

continue to inspire. 

King cared passion-

ately about the 

plight of the poor 

and disenfranchised in society. He quoted the Prophet Amos 

when he spoke of the role of justice. “But let justice roll down 

like waters, and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream.” 

(Amos 5:24) King also reminded us of the words of Jesus, 

“When I was hungry you fed me…When I was naked, you clothed 

me.” (Matthew 25:35-36)

Fifty years after the death of this great servant and American, 

a fitting tribute would be to recommit to the causes for which 

King gave his life. We must continue to love one another, for 

God is love. We must actively advocate for the poor, while 

seeking peace, justice and nonviolence at home and aboard.

Historians will remember King as a man who gave his life for the 

principles for which he lived and died. He justifiably meets the 

criteria of an American hero. v
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Fellowship and Ministry Despite a Nor’easter
By Deacon Gerald Young

“But the Noble man makes Noble plans, and by Noble 
deeds, he stands.” Isaiah 32:8

For over a year, Rev. Reginald Townsend and Deacon Gerald 

Young have been looking at partnership opportunities for our 

men to fellowship with other Men’s Ministries in the DMV area. 

In the spring of 2017, they spent the day in Fredericksburg, 

Virginia with some 500 men worshiping and studying male-

related, biblically-connected issues with ministers Eric Ludy 

of Windsor, Colorado and Jonathon Evans of Dallas, Texas 

(Cowboys Chaplain).

This year, twenty men in our Men’s Ministry signed up to attend 

the Noble Warriors Conference 2018 in Stafford, Virginia. 

We even agreed to drive down to Stafford a day early and 

have dinner the night before, to increase fellowship among 

the brothers. In spite of our best-laid plans, it did not go as 

expected.

A Nor’easter with 45-mph winds made its way through 

Virginia and took out power to almost half of the 

homes and businesses in Stafford that Friday night. 

It took us more than an hour to order and receive 

KFC for dinner. It also took out the electricity at Mt. 

Ararat Church in Stafford. Despite the adversities, the 

fellowship of our men was just great.

So, what did our men do? Well, we had prayer, Bible 

study, and initiated our outreach ministry to a couple 

at the hotel who was preparing to deal with a troubling 

situation with their daughter and grand-daughter.

After Trustee Charles Sprow shared his daily scripture reading 

from Joshua 1:1-9 (v.9 Be strong and of a good courage; be not 

afraid, neither be thou dismayed; for the Lord thy God is with 

thee whithersoever thou goest.), Deacon Young led a Bible 

study about loving everyone using 1 John 4:1-12 as the text (v.7 

Beloved, let us love one another; for love is of God; and every 

one that loveth is born of God, and knoweth God.).

So, the men were all ready to minister to the world. And, by 

(God’s) chance, the men met a worried mother/wife and angry/

ready-to-take-care-of-business father at breakfast. After some 

counsel and a series of prayers in the breakfast area of the 

hotel, God used the men of Nineteenth Street to turn a feeling 

of worry into thankfulness and anger into a plan. Checking in 

later with the couple, we learned that all went well with their 

troubled daughter. Hallelujah! Men, keep seeking the Lord, so 

that He might use you to His Glory. v

Front row: Brothers Sprow, Cole, Smith, Woolridge, Smith and Parker. Back row: 
Brothers Jumper, Townsend, Leftrict, Tolbert, White, Stevens and Gordon
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Yewande Austin Shares Vision for Alheri Village
By Edith Bullard-Britt

The Global Missions Ministry hosted Yewande Austin, founder 

of Change Rocks Foundation, to speak to our congregation 

on Sunday, March 18 about her efforts to build Alheri Village, a 

sustainable village for Boko Haram refugees. Ms. Austin spoke 

during service and gave a more detailed briefing later in the 

fellowship hall.

In Hausa, Alheri means “grace” and grace is exactly what these 

courageous survivors need. Alheri Village will provide safe 

transitional housing, job training, a working farm, healthcare and 

a full scope of rehabilitation services. In 2015, Change Rocks 

Foundation was the first organization in the world to provide 

emergency education relief to refugee children living in the 

Durumi Camp. They had lived in this city of tents without power, 

clean water or formal education for two years after their families 

escaped Boko Haram terrorists. But as these temporary camps 

are dismantled, over 200 people, including the children Ms. 

Austin had taught, are homeless again — vulnerable to violence, 

sexual assault and trafficking. Yewande says, “They asked for my 

help and the concept for Alheri Village was born.”

While this may seem like something that is happening a world 

away, Ms. Austin reminded us that this isn’t an “African” issue, 

but a humanitarian crisis! Nigeria has one of the eight highest 

rates of trafficking in the world. Over 200,000 Nigerians have 

been trafficked to America and Europe. Without access to 

basic needs like shelter, food or education, anyone can become 

vulnerable to exploitation. And, Alheri Village may be the 

answer. Alheri Village is not just a way to house 200 refugees 

but is the beginning of a model that will empower refugees 

with critical skills needed to regain their independence and 

transform the way refugees are rehabilitated around the world.

When the Alheri Village project was presented to The Global 

Missions Ministry, members felt it was important to share this 

work with the congregation. About 50 people stayed after 

church for a very engaging presentation and robust question 

and answer period.

Pastor Roberts shares with the congregation the importance and 
relevance of the work being done by Yewande Austin. In background is 

Yewanda’s proud father Deacon Stanford Britt.

continued on next page
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On just this one day, through the generosity of Nineteenth Street 

members, over $1,900 was contributed to Yewande’s efforts. 

This was just in time — a week prior to her coming to our church, 

Yewande received a call from the women of the Durumi Camp 

informing her that the government was razing the camp again, 

and they would again soon be homeless. The money contributed 

by Nineteenth Street allowed Yewande to temporarily relocate the 

200 woman and children she’s been working with as the work of 

Alheri Village continues.

Global Missions will continue to work with Yewande on ways to 

support her mission. Phillis Cooke said, “We were very pleased to 

present this important effort to our congregation, this is just the 

type of project that makes a difference in the lives of so many.”

Yewande Austin has a direct connection to Nineteenth Street. She 

is the daughter and daughter by marriage of Deacon Stanford 

Britt and Edith Bullard-Britt. Although known for her award-

winning socially charged music, her work as a lecturer, social 

activist and honorary U. S. Cultural Ambassador has become her 

greatest achievement. She is a 2018 African Women’s Leadership 

Organization “Extraordinary Voices” awardee and 2017 President 

Barack Obama Lifetime Achievement Award honoree and is 

recognized as an international expert in strategic diversity 

leadership, multidisciplinary education, social responsibility and 

youth development.

If you’d like more information about Yewande and her work visit 

www.changerocksfoundation.com. You can also make a donation 

at www.gofundme.com/alherivillage or by mailing a contri-

bution to: Change Rocks Foundation, 29 Franklin Street, #2465, 

Petersburg, VA 23804. v

One Member’s Story:  
Turning A Calling into Action
By Yvonne Gowdy, Global Missions Member

We were blessed last Sunday, March 18, with a word 

from Yewande Austin, who is on a mission to build a 

resettlement community, Alheri Village, in Nigeria.

Four months ago, I spoke with Pastor Roberts about 

something God had placed on my heart. In reading 

an article about the girls kidnapped by Boko Haram, 

I discovered that often the girls returned to refugee 

camps with children fathered by their oppressors. As 

a result, they no longer fit in and were ostracized. My 

heart went out to them and I asked God, what could 

I do? “Send them love notes” was the response from 

the Holy Ghost.

You can imagine my surprise four months later when 

I learned that Yewande was helping refugees fleeing 

Boko Haram. God confirmed the message I received. 

Praise Him!

Now, here is how you can help me answer the call. 

Love Messengers are needed to write 200 love notes 

for Yewande to take back to those she is seeking 

to move to Alheri Village. These love notes will be 

written on heart-shaped paper. Edith Bullard-Britt 

with God’s Daughters and Phillis Cooke with Global 

Missions are working on this love project with me. 

More information will be available in upcoming 

bulletins. God Bless You All.

http://www.changerocksfoundation.com
http://www.gofundme.com/alherivillage
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GriefShare Ministry Begins Second Cycle on April 8
By Deacon Leon Pierce

As we become more devoted to God’s Word and our faith 

and relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ deepens, many of 

us gain a clearer understanding of why we are here and our 

purpose. One of the primary reasons is because God wants us 

to love Him beyond measure and that our love for Him should 

supersede our love of anyone or anything else. Our love for God 

is symbiotic to loving one another as we love ourselves. Love 

should reign supreme in all we do.

One way Nineteenth Street extends this love is through 

GriefShare, which is aimed to assist, nurture and comfort our 

church members and our community who have been impacted 

by the loss of a loved one. The format and structure of 

GriefShare are similar to a grief support group.

GriefShare began its first cycle of thirteen weekly meetings in 

October 2017 and ended mid-February 2018. The number of 

participants from the church and community exceeded our 

expectations. Comments from group participants at the end of 

the cycle were favorable, even from those initially reluctant to 

participate. The participants felt that the group experience was 

a worthwhile investment of their time on Sunday and occasional 

Saturday afternoons.

GriefShare will begin its second 13-week cycle on Sunday, April 8 

in the Chapel from 12:30 to 2:30 PM and will run through July 22.

The corporate leadership and guidance of GriefShare emanate 

from the Church	Initiative in Wake Forest, North Carolina. The 

operational group established the goals and standards of 

GriefShare with an emphasis on confidentiality. Nineteenth 

Street’s leadership team includes lay people who work as group 

facilitators, interns, administrators, a refreshment leader and a 

communication coordinator.

GriefShare is a unique and innovative approach to helping those 

who are grieving the loss of a loved one. It is unlike what you 

may have experienced in other support groups. GriefShare 

utilizes a Christ-centered approach toward loss and healing. 

Participants are discouraged from relying on a solo or closet 

approach to healing and instead are encouraged to rely on God 

and others.

Each loss of a loved one is unique, and we do not know what 

our response will be to future losses. During our pain and trials, 

we sometimes forget who we are, and that God is still the most 

important and vital part of our lives. GriefShare encourages us 

via scripture to recognize that God wants us to love Him and 

value Him as precious as we do our loved ones. He truly knows 

about pain and suffering, as He lost His Son on Calvary.

For more information on GriefShare, please contact Rev. James 

Crosson, Rev. Reginald Townsend or Deacon Leon Pierce. v

https://www.churchinitiative.org/about/
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Participating in the 2018 Congressional  
Civil Rights Pilgrimage
By Bradford Ellison

For nearly 25 years, Rep. John Lewis (GA) has led the Faith 

and Politics Institute’s Congressional Civil Rights Pilgrimage. 

The pilgrimage commemorates “Bloody Sunday,” March 7, 

1965, when Alabama police brutally attacked Rep. Lewis and 

hundreds of civil rights activists as they attempted to march 

from Selma, Alabama to the state capital in Montgomery to 

fulfill their right to vote.

March 2018 marked the 53rd anniversary of Bloody Sunday; 

and I was abundantly blessed to cross the Edmund Pettis 

Bridge with Rep. Lewis and hundreds of others, including Rep. 

Steny Hoyer (MD), and Sen. Kamala Harris (CA). This year also 

marks the 50th anniversary of the assassination of Dr. Martin 

Luther King Jr. To honor his death the 2018 Pilgrimage began in 

Memphis at the Mason Temple where Dr. King delivered his “I’ve 

Been to the Mountaintop” speech.

Throughout the weekend I met many activists who were on the 

frontlines of the civil rights struggle in the south. I was humbled 

to speak with Mrs. Juanita Abernathy who talked to me about 

the importance of continuing the fight for freedom, especially in 

light of an active and expanding opposition movement working 

to roll back civil rights achievements. Rep. Keith Ellison (MN) 

emphasized how much work still needs to be done to close 

the income inequality gap, highlighting Selma and counties 

throughout Alabama’s Black Belt where the adjusted average 

incomes and access to critical resources of poor Americans 

have worsened since the 1960s.

My memories from that inspiring weekend will remain with me 

for years to come. The pilgrimage reinforced my commitment 

to champion God’s desire for each of us to actively participate 

in the continuous fight to hold our country to its promise of 

freedom and justice for all. v

Bradford Ellison, son of Cheryl Johnson, graduated from Duke 
University in 2016. He currently works for Opportunity@Work and 
plans to attend Howard University School of Law this fall.

Bradford with Rep. John Lewis Bradford with Sen. Harris
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Church Hosts 
Self-Employment Workshop
By Deacon in Training Stephanie Thomas

Did you know baby boomers are considered the most powerful 

entrepreneurial group? They are twice as likely to launch a new 

business compared to millennials and are often giving up retirement 

for another career.

Nineteenth Street partnered with the Washington Area Community 

Investment Fund (Wacif) on Saturday, March 10 to host the AARP 

Foundation’s “Work for Yourself@50+” program. Facilitated by 

Stephanie Thomas, Wacif’s Director for Programs & Small Business 

Services, Work for Yourself@50+ is a workshop designed to review 

the “Five Simple Steps to Get You Started” on the self-employment path.

Photographs courtesy of Wacif

Over 40 members of our church and community received the 

Work for Yourself@50+ toolkit. Participants learned about 

the different forms of self-employment, whether being self-

employed was right for them, considerations one should make 

on the journey to self-employment, ways to identify and avoid 

scams, and additional local resources to support the entrepre-

neurial journey.

To learn more about the Work for Yourself@50+ program 

and upcoming Wacif entrepreneurship training programs 

or to receive free one-on-one entrepreneurship guidance or 

resources, contact Deacon In Training Stephanie Thomas or 

email Wacif at inquiry@wacif.org. v

mailto:inquiry@wacif.org
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Search Committee Accepting Applications  
for Music Minister
By: Deborah Lewis Thornton

The Minister of Music Search Committee is looking forward to 

receiving applications and resumes for the position of Minister 

of Music. This position is responsible for planning and providing 

comprehensive ministry of music programming to support 

our church programs and worship services. The successful 

applicant for the position will need to be a talented teacher and 

administrator.

The deadline for all applicants is April 3, 2018.

The job description developed by the Search Committee 

specifies the following qualifications for our next Minister of 

Music:

• Must be a practicing Christian who has accepted Jesus 

Christ as his/her Lord and Savior and exemplifies a spiritual 

commitment in the performance of his/her duties.

• Strong musical background, dependable, spiritually 

motivated, creative and one who sees the Music Ministry for 

the Lord.

• Must have Degree in Music or similar discipline, i.e., Bachelor 

of Fine Arts, Performing Arts, Theater.

• Must have at least three years of experience directing choirs 

and managing the administrative aspects of Music Ministry.

• Must have proven leadership and interpersonal skills to 

supervise the Music Ministry, its directors and musicians.

• Ability to sight-read vocal and instrumental music for piano 

and organ.

• Ability to recruit and organize choir directors, instrumen-

talists and vocalists.

• Must work in consultation with the Media Ministry to create 

a spirit of excellence for worship.

For information about the duties, accountability and salary 

or to apply for the position, see the full job description and 

application form on the church website. v
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Church School 
Enjoys Winter 
Outing
By Shirley France

Since the weather didn’t give us much 

snow on February 24 for our church 

school outing, 27 of us journeyed south 

of the slopes to enjoy some of the other 

outdoor activities at the Massanutten 

Ski Resort in McGaheysville, Virginia. 

When there’s not enough snow to ski, 

snowboard or go tubing, there is always 

zip lining and the indoor waterpark. So 

that’s what we did.

We started the morning off zip lining, 

which was a first for many. Believe it 

or not, many wanted to go back for a 

second round. Talk about operating 

outside of your comfort zone. Just in 

time to get out of the rain, we “zipped” 

(on the bus) over to the indoor waterpark. 

That was the true highlight of our 

day — splashing all over the place. What 

fun!

At 4 PM, a tired crew headed back to DC, 

glad that we had decided to make the 

trip. Above all, the fellowship shared was 

just GREAT! v
Save The Date for our Summer Outing: June 23, 2018
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Calendar
APRIL

Sunday, April 1 – EASTER SUNDAY Worship Service

Sunday, April 1 – Church School Easter Program, fellowship 
hall, 8:45 AM

Sunday, April 8 – Meet and Greet Reception for Trial Youth 
Minister Candidate, following worship service

Sunday, April 15 – Meet and Greet Reception for Trial Youth 
Minister Candidate, following worship service

Sunday, April 15 – Pastor Roberts on Coach Butch 
McAdams Radio Show, WOL (1450 AM) and 
MAGIC (95.9 FM), 12:30 PM 

Friday, April 20 – Church Business Meeting, 7 PM

Saturday, April 21 – Progressive Adults Theater Outing, 
August Wilson ‘s Two Trains Running, Arena 
Stage, 2 PM

Saturday, April 21 – Contemporary Worship Service, Praise 
& Worship, 5:45 PM; Service, 6 – 7 PM

Sunday, April 22 – Women’s Day Worship Service and 
Reception, Guest Speaker First Lady Dr. Laura 
Morgan Roberts

Sunday, April 22 – Meet and Greet Reception for Trial Youth 
Minister Candidate, following worship service

Saturday, April 28 – Each One, Reach One & Ushers Ministry 
Present Jazz on the Lawn featuring musical group 
Mo and Friends, 2–4 PM

Sunday, April 29 – Global Missions, Update on Medical 
Mission to Haiti by VillageMed, fellowship hall, 
following worship service

MAY

Friday, May 4 – Church School Family Fun Night, fellowship 
hall, 6 PM

Tuesday, May 8 – Deaconess Board Spiritual Journey, Sight 
and Sound Theater’s JESUS, bus departs 7 AM

Sunday, May 13 – Mother’s Day

Sunday, May 20 – Trustee Rally Day

Sunday, May 20 – Pastor Roberts on Coach Butch McAdams 
Radio Show, WOL (1450 AM) and MAGIC (95.9 
FM), 12:30 PM 

Monday, May 28 – Memorial Day Holiday, church office 
closed

JUNE

Save the Date: Monday, June 25 – Rosemary & John H. 

Brinkley Memorial Golf Tournament, Enterprise 

Golf Course
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