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PASTOR’S WELCOME MAT

Come Experience  
the Super Saturday Worship Service!
By Rev. Christopher O. Crawford

The main theme of the Super Saturday 

Worship Service is “Come as you are 

and experience the unconditional love 

of Christ!” The service takes place 

in a one-hour setting, from 6 until 

7 PM, where there are no traditions 

used as barriers to make you feel 

uncomfortable. It is free of rituals and 

protocols that may be intrusive. It is the 

contemporary worship service also known as Saturday Evening 

Worship Service at Nineteenth Street Baptist Church.

As you enter the service, you are immediately drawn to the 

rhythmic sounds of the extraordinarily gifted Tami Hayes and 

her ensemble as they create an atmosphere of high praise and 

worship. From Contemporary Christian and Gospel, to Jazz with 

hints of DC Go-Go and R&B flavors, the center of it all is Jesus. 

Hayes’ ministry infuses the service with a resounding testimony 

through her musical gifts. You will know immediately that 

her band and ensemble are singing and playing their various 

instruments for the Lord. Also, young people are not left out as 

the music of their generation is expressed through the beats 

and rhymes of guest rap artists, with lyrics that evangelize and 

edify the congregation. The service resonates with what God 

has already placed in our hearts as the music lifts the spirits of 

the hearer.

Next is the Word, delivered 

with passion and power by 

our Pastor Dr. Darryl D. Roberts.  Energized by the Holy Spirit, 

he narrates a message of faithfulness and hope that is inspiring 

and life-changing. Dr. Roberts provides colorful illustrations 

of current events that, though entertaining—are historically—

relevant, thought-provoking, challenging and loving. Dr. Roberts 

is determined to explore ways that the congregation can 

deepen our relationship with Christ and use our spiritual gifts to 

make a lasting impact upon the local community and the world.  

Remember, everything mentioned above is accomplished in one 

hour! Yes, can you believe, only one hour! Please gather with 

us from 6 to 7 PM for an awesome worship experience and be 

open to an unexpected encounter with God. Praise God in your 

own way and feel the atmosphere changing as God breathes 

life on this amazing evening. Connect with a loving community 

that welcomes everyone at the Great Nineteenth Street Baptist 

Church.

To our Nineteenth Street family, thank you for all your support! 

Many of our members have already shared their talents and 

treasures. We extend appreciation to Deaconess Hester Jones 

and her culinary ministry, and kudos to the technology, sound, 

and outreach efforts of Deacon Gerald Young, Deaconess Gwen 

continued on next page
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Pastor Roberts  
on the Air
Mark your calendar to tune into the 

Coach Butch McAdams Show on 

Sunday, February 18 from 12:30 to 1 

PM to hear Rev. Dr. Darryl Roberts talk 

about Nineteenth Street ministries and 

initiatives.

Listen live on radio stations WOL (1450 

AM) and MAGIC (95.9 FM) or listen to 

live radio streaming on a computer or cellphone device 

by going to www.woldcnews.com.

Pastor Roberts is on the show every third Sunday at 

12:30 PM.  v

Harris Gale, Greg Parchment, Bria Saunders-Hall, Taylor 

Weldon and Milan Wolfe. 

More hands and hearts are needed as volunteers. 

Please contact Reverend Crawford via email at 

chrisc726@hotmail.com or Reverend Wolfe via email 

at lorise@yahoo.com. In addition, if you would like to 

donate to this ministry, please visit the church website, 

www.everyblessing.org, and type Saturday Service 

along with your donation amount on the donation tab, 

or send a check to the church with Saturday Service 

written in the memo, or place a check in the collection 

plate during the church service.

Please mark your calendar for our next Super Saturday 

Worship Service on Saturday, February 17 from 6 to 7 

PM. Come and witness this amazing service!  v

Please support Pastor Roberts by attending 
his upcoming preaching engagements!

Sunday, February 25

Deacon, Deaconess and Trustee Day

Jerusalem Baptist Church

Pastor Rodney Teal

2600 P Street NW

Washington, DC 20007

Thursday, March 22 and Friday, March 23, 7 PM

Annual Preaching Mission/Revival

Trinity Episcopal Church

Canon John T. Harmon

7500 Piney Branch Road NW

Washington, DC 20012

“Take the first step in faith. You don’t 
have to see the whole staircase, just 
take the first step.”

~ Martin Luther King, Jr.
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TRUSTEE TALK

End-of-Year Financial Matters
By Trustee Robert McNair

It’s that time of year again—time to 

thank members of the Nineteenth Street 

Baptist Church family for their 2017 tithes 

and offering contributions and to provide 

a summary of the contributions for 

member records and tax filings. The 2017 

contribution statements were mailed 

last month, and members should have 

received them by now. Compensation 

forms (IRS Form W-2 and Form 1099) 

were sent to employees, independent 

contractors, and others last month, as 

required. 

To facilitate the mailing of these 

documents, it is essential that the 

church have current address information. 

The church mails the statements and 

forms to the addresses provided by 

members, employees, and others that 

receive compensation from the church. 

However, in the past several years, 

many statements and forms have been 

returned to the church undelivered 

because members or employees have 

not informed the church of an address 

change. To ensure timely receipt of 

these documents, members, employees, 

independent contractors, and those 

receiving stipends should notify the 

church of an address change as soon as 

possible by contacting the church office 

at 202-829-2773. 

If you have not received your 2017 contri-

bution statement, Form W-2 or Form 

1099:

• Check with the church office to 

ensure your preferred mailing address 

is recorded correctly;

• Check with the church office to find 

out if your Form W-2, Form 1099 

or contribution statement has been 

returned.

About Your Contributions and Why 
Your Envelope Number is Key

The church uses the information on 

your offering envelopes to prepare your 

contribution statement. The trustees 

work diligently to ensure that every 

contribution posts in the specific giving 

category intended by the member/

contributor. If the intent is unclear, a 

trustee will attempt to check with the 

member/contributor to make sure the 

contribution is reflected correctly. 

It is also important that members use 

their envelope number anytime they 

are contributing and when using a pew 

envelope. While trustees do look up 

envelope numbers when they do not 

appear on pew envelopes, the only way 

to ensure documentation of your contri-

butions in your contribution record is to 

put your number on the envelope. Note 

also that one way we identify “members 

in good standing” for special elections is 

to determine if a member has made any 

contributions. 

continued on next page
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If you have forgotten your envelope number, please contact 

the church office at 202-829-2773. Should you have questions 

regarding the information on your contribution statement, 

please contact Church Treasurer Shirley France or a member of 

the Board of Trustees to get the matter resolved.

Your tithes and offerings made so much possible in 2017, 

including welcoming Pastor Roberts and his family with an 

unforgettable installation weekend, raising a record amount 

toward the future construction of a hospital in Haiti, bringing 

back the annual block party, and launching a contemporary 

worship service. With your continued support this year, more 

great things are possible as we carry out our church’s goals, 

vision, and mission.  v

Congratulations to  
New Church Officers 
The following 2018 Church Officers were elected at the January 

Business Meeting. Incumbents reelected to their positions are 

bolded in the list below.

Deacons in Training: Kenyatta Hobson and Stephanie Thomas

Deaconesses-Elect: Gloria Smith and Kyra Wooden

Trustees: Trustee Emerson Bretous, Patrick Cooper

Director of Board of Christian Education: Deaconess Patricia Robb 

Church School Superintendent: Abrielle Anderson

Church Clerk: Deaconess Sageta Jackson

Church Treasurer: Shirley France

Assistant Church Treasurer: Deacon Russell “R.J.” Parker Jr.

Disbursing Officer: Trustee Dwight Crawford  v

Congratulations to Lieutenant Commander Angela Griffin, 
who received a Letter of Commendation for her professional 
achievement as a Registered Nurse while serving as Screener 
Department Head, Department of the Navy Physical Evaluation 
Board, Secretary of the Navy Council of Review Boards from 
January 1 to December 31, 2017. Angela was cited for her 
personal initiative, commitment and total dedication to duty.
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Photographer  
extraordinaire  

Deaconess  
Gloria Tisdale  

submitted the photo 
chosen for The Epistle 

covers in 2018.

Thank you to everyone 
who submitted an 

entry!
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New Members in December – January

Sister Saundra Handy

Sister Giovanna Jean-Baptiste

Brother Jeffery Smith

New member Giovanna Jean-Baptiste

We Remember with Love  
the Saints We Lost  

January – December 2017

Brother Comasell Butler

Brother Simon Cain

Deaconess Geraldine Cary

Sister Christine Green

Brother Demetrius Jordan

Sister Rosalind Jackson Lewis

Brother Henry Harris Mallette Jr.

Brother Thomas N. Massey

Reverend Dr. Jerry A. Moore Jr.

Brother Kenneth Richardson

Brother Calvin Shields

Sister Virginia W. S. Shields

Sister Shebra Denise Simms

Sister Viola Skeete

Brother Arthur L. Stephens

Brother Thurman Stovall

Sister Bernice E. Ware
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continued on next page

What Do They Do in the Church Office?
By Deborah Heard

To be successful, an organization needs structure. At Nineteenth 

Street, the hub of that structure is the church office. It is open 

from 9 AM to 5 PM, Monday through Friday, with a shortened 

workweek during the summer. It is comprised of three people—

two full-time employees and one part-time contractor. We know 

them as Robin Smith, Portia Thompson and Robin Williams.

This is a guide to the church office, an explainer of who does 

what and why, as well as how members of the congregation can 

help create a more effective operation. 

In 2017, under the leadership of the pastor and the chairman 

of the Board of Trustees, office roles and procedures were 

sharpened, including giving new titles and job descriptions to 

Robin Smith and Portia Thompson. 

Assistant to the Pastor
Robin Smith is now “Assistant to the Pastor,” rather than church 

secretary, which better reflects her primary responsibility: The 

Pastor. Portia Thompson’s title is “Administrative Assistant,” 

rather than assistant church secretary. Her primary focus is 

assisting the trustees with church operations. Robin Williams 

serves as “Contract Officer” in a part-time role. 

The Board of Trustees manages the staff, as stipulated in the 

Church Constitution. Trustee Chair Franklin L. Smith sees a clear 

mission for the office. “We are a customer service organization… 

We are a ministry designed to serve the people,” he said. 

Robin Smith has worked in the church office since 1998. She 

started as the assistant to Church Secretary Griffin Day, after a 

recommendation from Dorothy Worthy. Before that, she worked 

as a pre-school teacher at a private school. “He showed me how 

to answer the phones, and that’s how it began,” she said. 

Now, her primary responsibility is to take care of things that 

the pastor needs, including scheduling his time with ministries 

and members and with outside individuals and groups. She also 

supports the pastor with correspondence. Her second job is to 

create the church bulletin that is distributed each Sunday, an 

assignment that uses writing skills she learned from her mother, 

Standing: Assistant to the Pastor Robin Smith and Administrative 
Assistant Portia Thompson. Seated: Contract Officer Robin Williams
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who worked as a technical writer for the federal government 

and emphasized grammar, clarity and eloquence. The deadline 

to submit information for the bulletin is 5 PM Wednesdays, but 

members should submit material as soon as possible—even 

weeks before—to give Robin Smith time to edit, compile and 

print the bulletin to meet the pastor’s Friday deadline.

Another significant element of her work is keeping information 

flowing to the various constituencies. She responds to requests 

from members about things going on at the church or helps 

them figure out how to get things done. She said her approach 

is to listen, then offer suggestions with “Have you tried…” or 

“You may want to…” She also greets and directs visitors, alerts 

ministerial staff and other church officers about events and 

requests, assists ministries and auxiliaries, and responds to or 

distributes emails and faxes. “One of the clear rewards is when 

you’ve been unexpectedly helpful to someone. You’re doing 

what you do, and it’s been helpful, and they let you know that,” 

she said. 

General Office Administration
Portia Thompson’s primary responsibility is to work with the 

trustees and to handle general office operations. For instance, 

she logs in and distributes all incoming mail; works with the 

disbursement officers to track invoices and checks; compiles 

data for Trustee Avé Cannady, assistant chair of the board; 

and gathers information for required reports, whether for 

government regulations or the community service program. 

She handles a wide range of tasks for organizations throughout 

the church. She types and handles printing for mass mailings, 

works with the New Members Ministry to assign envelope 

numbers and update the membership database, and sends 

thank you letters and birthday cards. She also helps with the 

Food Pantry by compiling client numbers for the deacons and 

by providing information to social service agencies. In addition, 

along with Robin Smith, she answers calls and assists members 

and visitors. 

“I’ve always worked in a service office,” said Portia, who came 

to Nineteenth Street in March 2015 after a 30-year career at 

Howard University and several years at the Corcoran College of 

Art and Design. At Howard, she worked in the student financial 

services office, where she was a student loan disbursement 

specialist. At the Corcoran, she worked as a student accounts 

manager. 

At Nineteenth Street, she said, “my greatest reward is being able 

to help when I can, especially the seniors because they help so 

many others.”

Church Calendar and Facilities Scheduling
Robin Williams maintains the church calendar and coordinates 

use of all church facilities. She should be the first point of 

contact for anyone—church members or community members—

who want to hold programs, meetings or events at Nineteenth 

Street. 

Anyone thinking about holding any activity at the church—

including small-group meetings—should check with Robin 

Williams first to see if the desired date and space are available. 

If she’s not in the office, leave her a voice mail or email her at 

robinwilliams1114@gmail.com. Doing so helps prevent two 

potential problems: unavailable space and security concerns 

when the trustees don’t know who is in the building.

In her event planning role, Robin Williams works with the Board 

of Deacons, which the Church Constitution states “shall review 

and authorize all programs and activities of the church and use 

continued on next page
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of church facilities.” She also works with the Board of Trustees, 

which is responsible “for management of the finances and the 

physical assets of the church.” 

She uses the Trustee Board’s contract and fee scale in gathering 

information about proposed events. Those details start with the 

date desired and the space required, but cover a wide range: 

What kind of event? Who are the key participants? How many 

chairs and tables are needed, and in what arrangement? Will 

there be food? Will it be prepared by an outside caterer or the 

church kitchen ministry? Will there be audio-visuals that require 

a screen and projector? Will there be special parking needs, 

buses for example?

If church officers approve a request, she works with the host 

and the various church staff and ministries to plan the event. 

It’s a job she’s done since 2005. “I like planning and organizing,” 

she said.

Smith, Thompson and Williams all cited this key aspect of the 

office operation: They work together. As Robin Smith said, “You 

call us and get it started, and we’ll see to it that you are talking 

to the person you need to talk to.”

There are obligations on all sides. “We have an obligation to 

provide the office staff with the most up to date equipment as 

possible,” Trustee Smith said, citing the soon-to-be-replaced 

phone system as an example. “They can’t answer the telephone 

if it’s not ringing.” We also must do training, he said. The office 

staff must “serve the people in a respectful and honorable way.” 

And, members of the congregation should understand that if a 

mistake is made, “it is not a mistake from the heart… There is 

something to do here every day. We have to set priorities on 

what must be done first.”

The trustees are taking other steps to create an effective 

office environment. In January, for example, they restricted 

access to the church office during non-business days. In the 

past, members were able to sit at the office desks—sometimes 

leaving personal items and disturbing office items. The door is 

now locked on Sundays, but a trustee will be in the office area 

after service to hand over mail or checks, receive documents 

and answer questions. They’ve also created new forms that 

members can use to report something they see around the 

building that needs attention. Those forms are found in the 

window to the office and can efficiently convey information to 

the trustees. 

“It’s a regular business,” Trustee Smith said. “I personally think 

our staff has the skills to do everything that needs to be 

done. We just need to give them the training and continue to 

emphasize a professional culture.”  v

Tips and Requests  
from the Office Staff

• Be as specific as possible about what you want or 

need, including saying that you don’t know.

• Contact Robin Williams as soon as possible when you 

want to hold any gathering at the church. 

• Designate one person to provide information about 

events.

• Submit items for the church bulletin before 5 PM on 

Wednesdays.

• Make requests as early as possible to facilitate 

scheduling.



12The Epistle | Vol. 39 No. 1 | February 2018

Minister of Music Search Committee Convenes
By Deborah Lewis Thornton

The committee to select a new music 

minister for Nineteenth Street convened 

its first meeting on January 9. Chaired 

by Deacon Stanford Britt, the first order 

of business for the committee members 

was to introduce themselves. During 

introductions, it was revealed that many 

of the committee members have had 

formal music training and all present at 

the meeting were truly committed to 

the success and integrity of the search 

process.

The committee has twelve members, 

comprised as follows: 

2 Deacons: Stanford Britt 
and Peyton Lively

2 Trustees: Donza Poole 
and Charles Sprow

2 Deaconesses: E Louise 
White and Pearl Sudduth

2 Music Ministry Representatives: Donald 
Rankin and Deborah Lewis Thornton

2 Pastor Appointees: Stephanie 
Thomas and Kyra Wooden

2 Young People: Lorelle 
Talford and Mike Beale 

The search committee has mapped out 

how they will proceed in the coming 

weeks. The first step is for the whole 

committee to review the job description 

posted during the last music minister 

search by the church. The committee 

wants to ensure that the job description 

outlines the job requirements with 

clarity.  Secondly, a short survey was 

taken at the January 19 monthly church 

meeting. The information from the survey 

will be compiled and considered as the 

committee works through the search 

process. 

Keeping the congregation informed is 

essential to the success of the search; the 

committee intends to share its progress 

monthly in The Epistle. 

The meeting culminated with election 

of committee officers. Deacon Peyton 

Lively will continue to serve as the Music 

Ministry liaison to the Deacon Board.  v

Minister of Music Search 
Committee Officers

Chair – Deacon Stanford Britt

Vice Chair – Trustee Donza Poole

Secretary - Kyra Wooden

Public Relations - Deborah 
Lewis Thornton

Parliamentarian - Stephanie Thomas

Chaplain - Deacon Donald Rankin
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Service of Ushers Celebrated on Anniversary Sunday
By Trustee Jacqueline Ivey

Nineteenth Street’s Usher Board was 

happy to celebrate its 49th anniversary 

on January 14 with the theme, “Ushers: 

Serving God Through the Ministry of 

Hospitality.” The theme was taken from 

Hebrews 13:2, “Do not forget to show 

hospitality to strangers, for by so doing 

some people have shown hospitality to 

Angels without knowing it.”

The worship service began with praise 

and worship, followed by the usher 

processional. John Jackson served as 

worship leader. Other pulpit participants 

included Brenda Johnson (responsive 

reading), Jaia Wilensky (welcome), and 

April Massey (introduction of preacher). 

Deaconess Patricia Andrewn and Noah 

Cooper honored dearly departed 

ushers with a memorial tribute. We 

were fortunate to have Reverend Cheryl 

Coleman Hall bless us with an uplifting 

sermon.

As usual the Ushers delighted the congre-

gation with our Ushers March and Drill 

Team choreographed by Angela Griffin.

USHER BOARD OFFICERS

President  
Barbara DeLaine Jumper

1st Vice President 
Angela Griffin

2nd Vice President 
Eugene Byrd

3rd Vice President 
Edith Bullard-Britt

Recording Secretary 
Cynthia Thompson

Corresponding Secretary  
Deaconess Brenda Lightening-Tolbert

Financial Secretary 
Betty Montague

Chaplain 
Yvonne Gowdy
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President Barbara DeLaine Jumper 

presided over an awards ceremony 

where certificates of appreciation 

were presented to members of the 

Usher Board.

Deaconess Sandy Caviness  
Distinguished Service Award

Edith Bullard-Britt 
Dedicated Service Award

Angela Griffin 
Dedicated Service Award

Gerald “Jay” Young, II 
Dedicated Service Award

Marion Gale 
Certificate of Special Recognition

Pulpit flowers for the anniversary 

were graciously provided by 

Heather Boyce and Deaconess 

Hester Jones prepared a delicious 

repast. 

The Usher Board and 49th 

Ushers’ Day Anniversary planning 

committee extend to our church 

family and friends a heartfelt thank 

you for helping us celebrate our 

day. Your continued support is 

appreciated.  v

Ushers’ Day Committee: 
Yvonne Gowdy, Jacqueline Ivey, Deaconess Pat Hodge

Deaconess Caviness with award
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Chaplain Eddie Martin and Youth Leaders  
Recognized for Service
By Deacon Billy F. Gay and Deaconess Mattie B. H. Gay

Nineteenth Street paused on Sunday, 

December 17 to bid a fond farewell to 

Chaplain Eddie Martin, leader of the 

Youth Ministry. He was recognized for 

his phenomenal spiritual vision and 

impactful leadership as Youth Minister for 

the past three years. During his tenure, 

Chaplain Martin established the Youth 

Ministry Award, consisting of a certificate 

and generous monetary sum. The award 

is presented annually to two youth—one 

in upper level and one in lower level 

Church School—who display Christian 

stewardship and service to others. In 

addition, Chaplain Martin has increased 

twofold the number of active youth in our 

church. 

Beyond the walls of our church, he is an 

ordained minister serving as the Chaplain 

for the 360th Civil Affairs Brigade in the 

US Army Reserve. Simultaneously, he 

is a third year PhD student at Eastern 

University in the Marriage and Family 

Therapy Program. Previously, he served 

as Director of the US Department of 

Justice Center for Faith-based and 

Neighborhood Partnerships, worked 

at the US Department of State, and 

advanced President Obama’s My 

Brother’s Keeper Initiative at the US 

Department of Education.

Chaplain Eddie Martin and devoted 

members of Nineteenth Street 

committed their time, talent and, in 

some cases, treasure for the spiritual 

development of young people in our 

Youth Ministry. That is a perfect example 

of church stewardship “in action” at 

Nineteenth Street. The support team 

subscribes to Proverbs 22:6, “Train up a 

child in the way he should go, and when 

he is old he will not depart from it.”

continued on next page
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Plaques were presented to the 

outstanding Youth Ministry support 

team for their commendable work with 

our youth:

Shirley France 
Superintendent of the Church School

Emmanuelle St. Jean 
Youth Church teacher

Deaconess Gloria Tisdale 
Youth Church teacher

Deacon Kevin Little 
Media Ministry

Edith Bullard-Britt 
God’s Daughters Ministry and 

Junior Usher Ministry

Deacon Howard Smith 
Young Men’s Mentoring Ministry

Sandra Howell 
Love Pals Ministry 

Deacon Deborah Crain Kemp 
The Kandlelite Choir

Chaplain Martin and his team were 

applauded at the ceremony’s conclusion 

for their outstanding stewardship for the 

Lord, to our youth and to our church.  v

His Homeless Ministry prepared and served lunch to over 70 of our 

homeless brothers and sisters on Saturday, January 13, with The Table 

Church and National Community Church. Lunches were prepared and 

served at St. Stephen and the Incarnation Episcopal Church

His Homeless Ministry
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Solar panels on our church’s roof

New Vendors and Photo Booth  
Add to Christmas Bazaar
By Trustee Donza M. Poole, Building Fund Committee Chair

It was a Christmas Bazaar to remember as many gathered 

December 17 in the fellowship hall for the fourth annual “Project 

Raise the Roof” Fair Trade Christmas Bazaar & Bake Sale.  

New vendors—including several from Nineteenth Street—joined 

perennial favorites at the annual bazaar featuring gifts that give 

more.  There were handmade crafts, African fashions, jewelry, 

Greek wear, and original art, plus vintage hats, home-baked 

goods, a free photo booth, and a tasting station.  Fair Trade 

foods and crafts were also sold, allowing shoppers to support 

small farmers and artisans in developing nations, including many 

in Africa and the Caribbean.

The Building Fund Committee sponsored the bazaar as a benefit 

for the church’s roof fundraiser, “Project Raise the Roof.” Part of 

its appeal was the chance to get to know the vendors, who were 

asked on the vendor registration form why they vend.

“I come from a long line of crafty women, including my late 

mother and aunt – I LOVE creating things,” wrote Johari Rashad 

of Not Your Average Jo, who specializes in custom-made 

fabric and silk floral gifts. “All children should be able to see 

themselves represented in their toys,” wrote Jacqueline Bryant, 

of Jacq’s Dolls, who makes cloth dolls and was new to the 

bazaar. Church member Lorena Marshall, a Mary Kay consultant 

who makes jewelry from recycled items, also new to the bazaar, 

continued on next page
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described her business as “a God first, family second, career third 

company.”  

The bazaar also presented new opportunities for vendors. For 

church member Kenyatta Hobson, the bazaar marked the first time 

he has shown his art, while for church member Nelson Santos, who 

sold Greek wear, the bazaar offered an opportunity to earn money 

for school.  

In addition to the vendors, the photo booth was a favorite spot at 

the bazaar. Deacon Deborah Crain Kemp took photos and, along 

with Vialetta Graham, helped create Christmas memories for 

anyone willing to strike a pose.

The Building Fund Committee wishes to thank all who stopped by 

the fourth annual Christmas bazaar to shop, fellowship and support 

the roof fundraiser. The Committee also wishes to thank the many 

volunteers who helped make the bazaar possible.  v
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Oneness in Christ
By Rev. Reginald Townsend, Associate Minister

Do you know the primary purpose of 

marriage is to reflect God’s glory? Marriage 

is a covenant—a permanent promise—

not a contract. Marriage echoes God’s 

commitment to the world to be with us and 

to redeem us. “Therefore, a man shall leave 

his father and mother and hold fast to his 

wife, and the two shall become one flesh.” 

(Ephesians 5:31-32) NIV

Oneness in marriage does not mean losing your personality in the 

personality of each other. Instead, it means caring for your spouse 

as you care for yourself, learning to anticipate his or her needs, 

and helping the other person become all he or she can be. 

I am reminded that a student once asked the dean of his school, 

whether he could take a shorter course than the one prescribed. 

“Oh yes,” replied the dean, “but then, it depends upon what you 

want to be. When God wants to make an oak, He takes a hundred 

years, but when He wants to make a squash, He takes six months.” 

If you desire to be a spiritual squash, you can make it in a hurry. 

However, if you want to be an oak, you must sink your roots deep 

and dig in for the long haul. 

Some couples, after facing physical ailments, financial difficulties, 

or relationship problems and personality differences, choose to 

give up on marriage. They begin to question, “Did I marry the 

right person?” The Bible teaches that trials are used by God to 

make us spiritually insightful and strong. Spiritual growth not only 

takes time but trials. Trials produce endurance, and endurance 

produces maturity. 

The Christian theologian and author Zig Ziglar writes the 

following in his book, Courtship After Marriage: “I have no way 

of knowing whether or not [you] married the wrong [person]. 

However, if you treat the wrong person like the right person, you 

could well end up having married the right person after all.” 

 The Reverend Doctor Tony Evans states in his book, Kingdom 
Marriage, “Couples should try and connect God’s purpose with 

their pleasure.” According to Dr. Evans, “Marriage is not a solo, it 

is a duet playing the same song.” Problems arise when couples 

focus on remaining two, while God is seeking to create oneness. 

The principle of unity must be understood and vigorously pursued 

if a marriage is to experience God’s manifest presence truly.

Unity is not uniformity, but is uniqueness moving towards a 

common goal; this is no less true in our marriages. In John 17: 

21, Jesus prayed for His disciples and for those who would follow 

them: “May they all be one: even as You, Father, are in Me and I 

in You, that they also may be in Us, so that the world may believe 

that You sent Me.”

When God created woman from the rib of man (Genesis 2:21-23) 

NIV, resulting in the creation of two separate people, he was 

simultaneously implanting the desire for these to reconnect in 

oneness to experience completeness. Marriage reflects God’s 

promise to the world to be with us and to redeem us.

Finally, marriage is not a practical necessity, or a cure for lust but 

a picture of the relationship between Christ and His church. Unity 

in marriage is getting to the heart of God’s design. Husbands and 

wives must love one another sacrificially as Christ sacrificed His 

love for the church. (Romans 5:8, Ephesians 5:25-27) NIV v
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Deaconess Eleanor Banks (left) was 

recently honored as the oldest member 

of the Deaconess Board. She has served 

on the board since 1970. Deaconess 

Evangeline Stevens (right) was honored 

for representing our church at a national 

convention in Missouri as a part of our 

Board of Christian Education.

Several deaconesses were honored recently for attending the religious 

training courses taught by instructors certified by the DC Baptist Convention 

and Vicinity sponsored by Nineteenth Street’s Christian Education Ministry. 

From left to right are: Deaconesses Patricia Robb, Eleanor Banks, Chair E. 

Louise White, Evangeline Stevens, Jean Jackson, Margarette Blakemore, 

Monique Wiley-Crawford, Elizabeth Banks, Patricia Andrewn, and Brenda 

Lightening-Tolbert

Deaconess News
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Our Children Active in Our Church
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Calendar
FEBRUARY

Thursday, February 1 – Progressive Adults Theater Outing, 
Queen Girls in Africa, The Atlas Performing Arts 
Center, 11 AM

Friday, February 2 – Saturday, February 3 – Church School 
Junior Girls Retreat, National 4-H Conference 
Center, 7100 Connecticut Avenue, Chevy Chase, 
Maryland

Sunday, February 11 – Helping Hand Club Sunday, Guest 
Speaker Dr. Evelyn Brooks Higginbotham, 
President of ASALH

Tuesday, February 13 – Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper, 
5:30-7 PM

Wednesday, February 14 – Ash Wednesday Lenten Service 
and Lunch, Noon

Saturday, February 17 – Contemporary Worship Service, 6-7 
PM

Monday, February 19 – President’s Day Holiday, church 
office closed

Wednesday, February 21 – Lenten Service and Lunch, Noon

Saturday, February 24 – Church School Winter Outing, 
Massanutten Ski Resort, McGaheysville, Virginia, 
bus departs promptly at 7 AM

Sunday, February 25 – Jubilee Sunday with Reception, 
African Cuisine and Vendors Marketplace

Wednesday, February 28 – Lenten Service and Lunch, Noon

MARCH

Wednesday, March 7 – Lenten Service and Lunch, Noon

Sunday, March 11 – Daylight Savings Begins at 2 AM 
(set your clock ahead 1 hour)

Wednesday, March 14 – Lenten Service and Lunch, Noon

Wednesday, March 21 – Lenten Service and Lunch, Noon

Sunday, March 25 – Palm Sunday Worship Service

Thursday, March 29 – Maundy Thursday Supper, 
Communion and Foot 
Washing, 7 PM

Friday, March 30 – Good Friday

Saturday, March 31 – Church School 
Easter Drama Dress 
Rehearsal and Easter Egg 
Hunt, 10 AM–1 PM

Sunday, April 1 – EASTER SUNDAY
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