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PASTOR’S WELCOME MAT

Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow!
By Rev. Dr. Darryl Roberts, Pastor

Blessings, Beloved Church Family! 

How blessed it is to greet you in the tenth 

month of my tenure as your pastor. As I 

shared at the beginning of the year, “the best 

is yet to come,” and we look forward to what 

God has in store as we close out 2017. God is 

great and worthy to be praised. Praise God 

from whom all blessings flow!

Please allow me to express my sincere gratitude to the 

Missionary Ministry for our annual Homecoming Celebration on 

October 29 with our youth serving as worship leaders. These 

fearless and faithful women led an amazing celebration of faith, 

family and fellowship. There were over 400 worshippers in 

attendance including children and youth. Our ministries showed 

up in full force with an amazing assortment of east coast, 

southern, and international cuisines. We salute our first place 

(Deacon Oddie & Deaconess Evangeline Stevens), second place 

(April Massey, Lorise White Wolfe, and Deacon Yvonne Dickson) 

and third place (Jessie McCrae), winners of our “Most Family 

and Friends Challenge.” 

The month of November, the start of the busiest holiday season 

of the year, always provides great opportunities to serve the 

least of these in our community. Beginning the month with our 

“Food Pantry,” we were blessed to serve 209 families through 

your faithful support. 

We welcomed over two 

hundred church family, friends 

and neighbors on November 

11 for a public screening of the 

acclaimed documentary, Walking While Black: L.O.V.E. is the 
Answer by director, writer and entrepreneur A.J. Ali. We salute 

moderators Jara Wilensky and Rev. Cheryl Coleman Hall as well 

as an impressive line-up of panelists, including our own Jaleya 

Leonard, for leading an informative discussion on ways to better 

strengthen community and police relations. The next day we 

gathered for the grand 150th Anniversary of the Christian Mite 

Society. We commend the Christian Mites for the various ways 

they help to beautify church facilities and support pastoral 

leadership. 

On Sunday, November 19, we once again hosted our annual 

Thanksgiving Project where we served 85 families and over 355 

persons. We also celebrated the wonderful musical gifts and 

ministerial leadership of Minister David Griffiths who served 

our church faithfully for eight years. May God continue to use 

Minister Griffiths as he offers his many gifts in service to God. 

On Thanksgiving, we worshipped with our sister congregation, 

Jerusalem Baptist Church, for our annual Thanksgiving Service. 

For the entire month, we have passionately praised the name of 

Jesus in our worship, witness and works. Praise God from whom 

all blessings flow! Next week, we look forward to launching 

our “Super Saturday” contemporary service for one hour on 

continued on next page
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Pastor Roberts on the Air
Tune into the Coach Butch McAdams Show every 

third Sunday from 12:30 to 1 PM to hear Rev. 

Dr. Darryl Roberts talk about Nineteenth Street 

ministries and initiatives.

Listen live on radio stations WOL (1450 AM) and 

MAGIC (95.9 FM) or listen to live radio streaming 

on a computer or cellphone device by going to 

woldcnews.com.

December 2 as we praise God through powerful preaching 

and dynamic worship.

Lastly, as we prayerfully reflect on the vision that God has 

shared with us, let each of us consider what part each of 

us can take on to ensure the vision comes to pass. I also 

want you to consider a significant sacrificial offering on 

the fourth Sunday to close out this year to ensure that we 

meet our budgeted ministry goals for 2017, as we look 

forward to accomplishing more for Christ in 2018. I entreat 

each member to assist us in carrying out the unfolding 

work of God’s kingdom in this branch of Zion. Praise God 

from whom all blessings flow! 

2017 has certainly been a year of triumphs. The triumphs 

will continue as we close out the year. Let us have a 

strong finish as we continue to praise God from whom all 

blessings flow! v

New Saturday Worship 
Service Added

Nineteenth Street Baptist Church kicks off its contemporary 

worship experience on Saturday, December 2 in the fellowship 

hall at 6 PM. Praise and worship will begin at 5:45 PM.

The new service will use dynamic teaching and preaching, 

contemporary music, and a come-as-you-are dress code to 

attract new worshippers into our church doors. It is a way to 

spread the Good News throughout our wider community. 

Pastor Darryl Roberts will preach the Word, and psalmist 

Tami Hayes and Ensemble will provide musical praise for the 

non-traditional worship experience. 

Spread the news that Nineteenth Street is open and invites 

everybody to experience a new thing!

Happy Birthday
Pastor Roberts

December 3

http://www.woldcnews.com
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TRUSTEE TALK

Church Approves Jones-Handy House Proposal
By Trustee Donza M. Poole

For several years the 

Jones-Handy House, 

a home owned by 

the church, has sat 

largely unused and in 

need of repair. That 

should change in the 

coming months after 

the church gave the Board of Trustees 

approval to borrow $375,000 to repair 

the Jones-Handy House and pay off 

the balance of the roof loan, replace 

the church’s sound system, add video 

screens to the sanctuary, install a digital 

sign in front of the church, and shore up 

the church’s capital reserve fund.

The church authorized the Trustees to 

borrow the funds and use the house 

as collateral at a call meeting held on 

Sunday, November 12. It is estimated that 

repairs to the house will total approxi-

mately $75,000. Once repaired, the 

Trustees will look to rent the house for 

traditional residential use. Based on the 

market rate, monthly rents from the 

Jones-Handy House should more than 

cover the new loan payment.

In making its recommendation, the 

Trustees considered several options. They 

decided early on that the house should 

not be sold. However, it was also quite 

clear that any other recommendation 

regarding use of the house would require 

that the house be made habitable.

The Jones-Handy House is a four-

bedroom home located at 1604 

Crittenden Street NW behind the 

church. The church purchased the 

home in December 1982, using funds 

from bequests and donations made by 

the Jones and Handy families. Over the 

past several years, financial constraints 

have made it difficult for the church to 

properly maintain the house. While the 

main floor of the house is in generally 

good condition and still used at times, 

other parts of the house are not usable 

and in need of repair, including painting, 

plumbing, window and bathroom repairs. 

The Trustees envision that, once the new 

loan is obtained and rents start coming 

in and used to pay the loan, more tithes 

and offerings will be available for other 

ministries, as the church will have income 

in addition to those contributions to help 

fund church ministries and operations.

Watch this column for upcoming 

progress reports. A copy of the Trustees’ 

proposal and a video tour of the 

Jones-Handy House are available on the 

church website. v
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Music Ministry Says Farewell to Minister David Griffiths
By Deacon Johnnie Love

The Music Ministry and church family said farewell to Minister 

David Griffiths on Sunday, November 19. Affectionately known 

as Minister David, Griffiths has served the Music Ministry for 

eight years, having come to Nineteenth Street in December 

2009. Deacon Peyton Lively, 

Board of Deacons liaison and 

long-time member of the Music 

Ministry, introduced three 

members of the choir, Deacon 

Johnnie Love, Stephanie Thomas 

and Deborah Lewis Thornton, to 

give tributes. 

Speaking on behalf of the Music 

Ministry, Deacon Love paid 

tribute to Minister David as a 

Child of God, a prolific composer 

and pianist, who has given so 

much to the Music Ministry. 

She shared that Minister David 

had expanded their music 

experiences not only in English, 

but had taught them music in other languages. The first 

Christmas Cantata in 2009 was performed in German. In the 

musical Journey to Worship, he taught them a song in Korean, 

“Uri Hanannim” which means “Our God help us.”

 In his composing, the Holy Spirit had given Minister David these 

beautiful messages in music to share. He, in turn taught these 

beautiful messages of song, which the Music Ministry offered 

back to our Heavenly Father in worship and praise. Deacon Love 

continued, “His direct message from the Holy Spirit has helped 

us and brought back to our remembrance who God is, how we 

are to worship, and how we are to develop a close personal 

relationship with our Lord and 

Savior. Minister David then added 

these beautiful rhythms of his 

Cuban culture to the message 

that makes the music so easy to 

remember.” 

In gratitude, Deacon Love 

concluded by saying that Minister 

David had given us so much 

through his patient and gentle 

nature, and that he serves as 

an excellent model for how we 

should serve the Master.

In developing a chronology of 

Minister David’s tenure, Deacon 

Love realized how busy the Music 

Ministry has been these past nine years. The chronology lists 

our blessings and accomplishments. “Not only did we sing, but 

we have ministered to others, as well as collaborated with other 

churches, and studied God’s Word together,” noted Deacon 

Love. She recognized Kenyatta Hobson for his creative design 

and graphics in the development of the chronology into a 

brochure. The Music Ministry brochure was distributed before 

continued on next page
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the service and during a reception for 

Minister David. 

The Music Ministry presented Minister 

David with two other tokens of appre-

ciation. Stephanie Thomas presented 

a beautiful plaque with the inscription: 

”And when the musician played, the hand 

of the Lord came upon him.” (2 Kings 

3:15) She added: “With deepest gratitude 

and love for your faithful service to the 

Nineteenth Street Baptist Church Music 

Ministry.”

Deborah Lewis Thornton also presented 

Minister David with a love token and 

expressed appreciation for Minister 

David’s service and devotion to the call of 

the Master and to his contributions to the 

Music Ministry of Nineteenth Street.

Deaconess Hester Jones prepared all the 

refreshments, including a special cake, 

for the reception for Minister David. By 

all participating, we were able to say 

farewell to Minister Griffiths in a most 

loving and caring manner. 

The brochure commemorating Minister 

David’s tenure is still available through 

the Music Ministry. Please contact 

Deacon Johnnie Love or Robin Smith in 

the church office for a copy. v
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Moving toward Greater Christian Maturity
By Deaconess Patricia Robb, Director of the Board of Christian Education

The Board of Christian Education 
has completed the 2017 professional 
development training and educational 
activities sponsored for this calendar year, 
and on Sunday November 19 rejoiced in 
the Lord with prayer, celebration, thanks-
giving, and petition for blessings on the 
work of the Board. Church leaders and 
members who participated in the local, 
District of Columbia and Vicinity, and the 
national congresses were recognized and 
received course cards and lapel pins.

Christian Education Grant Writing 
Ministry
A professional leadership proposal was 

submitted to Duke University entitled, 

“God is our Passion & Serving People 

is our Mission: The Renaissance of 

Commitment Project.” Both the Pastor 

and the Director of the Board partici-

pated in the grant-writing project. The 

writers, reviewers, and layout partici-

pants included: Wilma Bonner, DeVera 

Redmond, Rev. Reginald Townsend, Rev. 

Robin Turner and Deacon Nathaniel 

Robb. Rev. Cheryl Coleman Hall partici-

pated in the District of Columbia Baptist 

Convention Grant Writing eight-week 

training course.

“Christian Education Matters” 
Professional Courses
Eighteen church members and ministers 

participated in professional leadership 

training and educational courses of the 

74th Annual Session of the Education 

Baptist Congress of DC and Vicinity. The 

Education Baptist Congress five-day 

intensive evening study program took 

place from May 8-12, 2017. Participants 

received course cards indicating satis-

factory completion of their study course. 

This group received the Christian flag 

lapel pin from the Board.

Pastor Roberts

Assistant Pastor Rev. Crosson

Rev. Reginald Townsend

Rev. Edward Turner

Rev. Robin Turner

Deaconess Patricia Robb

Deacon Nathaniel Robb

Deaconess E. Louise White

Deaconess Patricia Andrewn

Deaconess Elizabeth Banks

Deaconess Margarette Blakemore

Deaconess Jean Jackson

Deaconess Brenda Lightening Tolbert

Deaconess Monique Wiley-Crawford

Shirley France

Judy Dillion

June Jackson

Ferlandia Townsend

National Baptist Congress of 
Christian Education
Nine delegates attended the 112th 

Session National Baptist Congress 

of Christian Education on June 19–23 

in Saint Louis, Missouri. The theme 

“Envisioning the Future Exceptionally as 

We Equip Disciples for Christ” permeated 

all the study and training sessions, classes 

and sermons. Rev. Crosson enrolled 

in the Ministers’ Division and partici-

pated in the Church Growth session. 

Deaconess Patricia Robb completed 

the Accreditation of Leadership Schools 

course. Church delegates who partici-

pated included: Deaconess Evangeline 

Stevens; Deacons Jessie McCrae, 

Nathaniel Robb, and Oddie Stevens; and 

Janice Hinton. The youth representa-

tives were Azariah Reid and Dayanna 

continued on next page
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Robb. All church participants success-

fully completed their courses of study 

and received their course cards from the 

National Congress. The Board presented 

the Christian flag crossing the United 

States of America flag pin to the youth 

and adult church delegates.

Church School Session on Christian 
Discipline: Suit-Up
The combined Church School program 

was held July 2 through August 27. 

Church School Superintendent Shirley 

France led the youth portion and the 

Director of Christian Education Patricia 

Robb planned and coordinated with Rev. 

Robin Turner and Rev. Cheryl Coleman 

Hall to implement the adult component. 

This Church School session was created 

based on the responses of church leaders 

and members to the Christian Education 

Survey.

Eight participants attended all the study 

sessions and will receive a course card 

and a Put on the Whole Armor of God 

lapel pin.

Deaconess Sandra Caviness

Judy Dillon

Deaconess Hester Jones

Deacon Johnnie Love

Deaconess Patricia Robb

Deacon Nathaniel Robb

Deaconess Pearl Sudduth

Deaconess Sharon Tucker.

Twenty-two attendees received a study 

packet to complement their sessions and 

will receive a course card and a Christian 

flag lapel pin:

Abrielle Anderson

Wilma Bonner

Deaconess Catherine Cheatham

Gary W. Datcher

Deacon Yvonne Dickson

Louis Ford

Shirley France

Alice Gray

June Jackson

JoAnn Jacobs

Cece Johnson

Deacon Sandra LeSesne

Diane Morris

Deaconess Gloria Morris

Tolani Rufia

Karen Sidney-Drumgold

Trustee Charlie Sprow

Deaconess Evangeline Stevens

Deaconess Irish Stovall

Rev. Edward Turner

Rev. Robin Turner

Trustee Carolyn Wilson

Deaconess Maureen Young

2017 Board of  
Christian Education  

Leaders and Members

Pastor Darryl Roberts

Assistant Pastor James Crosson

Deaconess Patricia Kilby-Robb, 
Director of the Board

Deaconess Eleanor Banks

Deacon Stan Britt

Rev. Christopher Crawford

Rev. Cheryl Coleman Hall

Janice Hinton

Chaplain Eddie Martin

Deacon Jessie McCrae

DeVera Redmond

Deacon Nathaniel Robb

Ferlandia Townsend

Rev. Reginald Townsend

Rev. Edward Turner

Rev. Robin Turner

Board members received the Put on 

the Whole Armor of God lapel pin.

Deaconess Maureen Young and 

Deacon Johnnie Love will join the 

Board in 2018.



10The Epistle | Vol. 38 No. 10 | December 2017

Unexpected Awakening: An Experience at the National 
Baptist Congress on Christian Education
By Azariah Reid and Dayanna Robb

When we were invited to go to the 

National Baptist Congress to participate 

in Christian activities with other 15- and 

16-year-old youth in Saint Louis, Missouri, 

we talked about the trip, what outfits 

we would wear, and fun we would have 

with hundreds of teenagers like us from 

across the county. We did not expect to 

be touched, challenged, or transformed 

in any way. We were very mistaken and 

encountered an unexpected awakening 

that must be shared in our messages.

The following are excerpts from the presentations Azariah Reid 
and Dayanna Robb made to the congregation at the Sunday 
worship service on November 19.

Azariah Reid
In 1st Thessalonians 5:18, it says in everything give thanks: 

for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you. This 

past summer my best friend Dayanna Robb and I had the 

opportunity to attend the 112th annual session of the National 

Baptist Congress on Christian Education. During the convention, 

I participated in several workshops, including a class on being 

a strong woman. I learned about how we should embody the 

armor of God. The armor of God consists of the helmet of 

Salvation, the breastplate of Righteousness, the belt of Truth, 

the Shield of Faith, the sword of the Spirit, and feet prepared 

with the gospel of peace. I also got the amazing opportunity 

to learn praise dance for the first time. This was a challenging, 

but fun and rewarding experience. I was one of those chosen to 

perform the praise dance at the I Rock show at the Youth Rally. 

Learning this form of praise and worship allowed me to connect 

with God in a different way. It was so awesome.

Dayanna Robb
While at the Congress, Azariah and I attended a course on what 

it meant to be strong independent Christian women, which was 

really inspiring and fun. We also attended a dance class that we 

had to audition to perform later that week. The dance class was 

extremely difficult, and we were not trained like some of the 

other youth. So many times, we wanted to give up and became 

afraid of failing. My faith was tested. By practicing and praying 

day and night, we learned two new dances each day for four 

days and ended up performing three dances for the Youth Rally 

at the end of the convention. Although sometimes it was hard, it 

was really fun. I had a great experience and witnessed the Holy 

Spirit guiding youth in action and felt a gift of transformation 

myself. Although the drive was very long, it was all worth it 

in the end for I had an amazing time and feel truly blessed 

for getting to experience this with my best friend. We were 

awakened to a new witness. v
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2017 Homecoming Sunday Celebrated on October 29

continued on next page
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Lots of Food, Lots of Smiles
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ThanksGIVING Project Helps Many
By Church School Superintendent Shirley France

The Church School coordinated the church’s program to feed 

families during the Thanksgiving holiday season again this year. 

Thanks to Nineteenth Street members and friends, we were able 

to feed 85 families, equating to more than 355 family members. 

We exceeded this year’s goal to feed 75 families. Last year the 

project provided meals to 60 families. 

Giant Food offered prepared 

Thanksgiving dinners, with a 

choice of turkey or ham, two 

sides and a dessert. We were 

able to order meals and give the 

families Giant gift cards to pay 

for the meals, which they picked 

up at Giant stores near their 

homes. This year we were able to 

purchase the Giant gift cards at 

a discount through Giant’s “Cash 

for Cause” program. 

We took on the additional goal 

of providing financial support 

for a local shelter this year. We 

were able to give $300 in Giant 

gift cards to the Central Union 

Mission to help them provide 

Thanksgiving meals.

We are truly grateful for your 

support so that we could be a 

blessing to others through this caring and loving endeavor. We 

also thank the committee for successfully coordinating these 

efforts: Dorothy Curtis, Karen Sidney-Drumgold, Cece Johnson 

and Robin Williams.

Thank You For Giving! v
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Youth Ministry Screens Walking While Black Movie
By Edith Bullard-Britt and Lydia Cole

On Saturday, November 11, the Nineteenth Street Baptist 

Church Youth Ministry hosted a free screening of the 

documentary film Walking While Black: L.O.V.E. Is the 
Answer. The film won Best Documentary and Audience 

Favorite at the Garifuna International Film Festival in 

Los Angeles, CA and was awarded the Platinum Award 

by the NAACP in Howard County, Maryland.

The film was directed by Maryland native and a son 

of the church, A. J. Ali. Walking While Black: L.O.V.E. Is 
the Answer offers solutions to bridge the gap between 

police officers and the communities they serve. Ali 

coined the acronym “L.O.V.E.,” which stands for Learn 
about the community you serve; Open your heart to 

the people in it; Volunteer yourself to be part of the 

solution in their lives; and Empower others to do the 

same. Featuring interviews with police officers, faith 

leaders, educators, activists and others, the film offers 

an inspiring blueprint to end racial profiling and heal our 

communities.

A panel discussion, co-moderated by Rev. Cheryl 

Coleman Hall and youth member Jara Wilensky, 

followed the screening. Panelists included:

• A. J. Ali, film director

• Rev. Thomas L. Bowen, the Earl L. Harrison Minister 

of Social Justice at Shiloh Baptist Church and the 

current Director of the Mayor’s Office of Religious 

Affairs in the District of Columbia.

continued on next page

Rev. Bowen, Jaleya Leonard, Lizette Ubides, Rev. Coleman Hall, Jara Wilensky, 
Eric Broyles, A.J. Ali, Pastor Roberts

Film Director A.J. Ali Noah Cooper introduced panel
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• Eric Broyles, author of the book 

Encounters with Police: A Black Man’s 
Guide to Survival

• Jaleya D. Leonard, youth activist, 

mother, life coach, and Nineteenth Street 

member

• Lizette Ubides, Psychiatric Social worker

Panelists were able to share their thoughts 

and engage in a lively discussion in response 

to questions from the moderators and 

audience. Over 200 people attended the 

screening of this very important film. v

Congratulations!
Congratulations to Dr. Julia V. Clark for being recognized by her alma mater, Rutgers University 

Graduate School of Education, in its 95th Anniversary Impact 2017 publication. Dr. Clark was 

cited for “advancing diversity and culturally responsive teaching in science education as Program 

Director at the National Science Foundation (NSF).” The article praised Clark for leading a distin-

guished career during which she has worked to reform science education to build more culturally 

diverse classrooms and address the achievement gap.

Added congratulations go to Dr. Clark for another achievement. She has been invited to make an 

oral presentation on “Closing the Stem Achievement Gap from an International Perspective” at the 

IAFOR International Conference on Education in Dubai, UAE, February 16-18, 2018. The presen-

tation is a follow-up of her research and her recently published book. Her proposal to speak at the 

conference was chosen based on her meeting the accepted international academic standard of 

blind peer review. v
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Solar panels on our church’s roof

New members, who have completed orientation, receiving their 
membership and orientation certificates and bibles are Oran Woolcock, 

Emily Woolcock and Jara Wilensky, with interim director of the New 
Members Ministry Vialetta Graham (second from right)

New Members in November

Sister Fathia Dora Thompson

Brother Miliki Lee

Attention All Photographers!

Cover Contest!
We plan to change the cover of The 
Epistle for 2018 and invite all church 

photographers to submit an iconic 

photo of an exterior or interior view of 

the church. The selected picture will be 

used as the Epistle’s cover artwork for next year. 

Please submit your best electronic image to 

Epistle@everyblessing.org by December 17, 2017. Each 

entry should be sent as a separate email. The winning 

photographer and image will appear in the February 

2018 issue of The Epistle. Runner-up entries will also be 

recognized. If you have questions, contact me at (202) 

829-5973.

Show me your best shot!  

Karen E. Williamson, Epistle Editor

The Epistle will be on 
vacation in January. The 

deadline for the February 
issue is January 20. Submit 

articles and photographs 
for publication via email to 
Epistle@everyblessing.org.

mailto:Epistle@everyblessing.org
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A Stewardship Celebration
By Ferlandia Townsend and Trustee Donza Poole

The Building Fund Committee hosted a successful “Raise the Roof 

Sunday: A Stewardship Celebration” on October 22. Guest preacher Rev. 

Thomas L. Bowen, Director of Religious Affairs in the Executive Office 

of the Mayor of DC, gave a powerful message that spoke to our theme 

“Giving Voice to the Joy of Giving.”

The Building Fund Committee recognized the Board of Deacons, the 

Memorial Golf Tournament, the Helping Hand Club, and church members 

Shirley Ali and Martha Benjamin for their special support in the past year. 

The Committee also unveiled its Project Raise the Roof Tribute Gifts 

booklet for 2016-2017, which features honorary and memorial tributes, 

original poetry, scriptures, church history and historic photographs. The 

Committee raised over $22,000 from generous contributions for the 

tributes and provided a copy of the booklet to the contributors. Copies 

of the booklet may be purchased by others for $10.

The Committee thanks the church members who gave testimonies, 

program participants, volunteers and all who supported our fundraising 

efforts. We are pleased to report that Raise the Roof Sunday raised over 

$11,250, which will be used to reduce the roof loan balance. v
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Youth Ministry Bids Chaplain Martin a Fond Farewell
The youth and volunteers of the Youth Ministry wish Chaplain Eddie Martin the fondest of farewells. We appreciate the energy, 

excitement, and enthusiasm he has brought to the Youth Ministry since he joined in January 2015. We thank Chaplain Martin for 

his focus on Youth Church, for introducing the Youth/Adult basketball tournament and the Younger games, for multiple field trips, 

including our attendance at The Rock, and most of all for his showing us the love of the Lord. We will all miss Chaplain Martin and 

wish him nothing but success in his future endeavors. 
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Keep Hope Alive
By Rev. Reginald Townsend, Associate Minister

Jesus is the reason for the season. This 

Christmas, are you waiting for some precious 

promise to be fulfilled? Do not despair—God 

always keeps His Word. When the time had 

fully come, God sent Jesus to earth to die for 

our sins. At Christmas, we celebrate the gift of 

forgiveness and eternal life that Jesus brought 

us. His birth marks a new chapter in God’s plan 

to save us from our sins. In Christ, God has given us a wonderful 

gift that deals with sin and provides eternal life to all who will 

believe in Him. Because He is God, Jesus has the authority and 

power to deliver us from sin. We can tell Jesus all our thoughts, 

feelings and needs. (Colossians 2: 13-15)

For centuries the Jews had been wondering when their Messiah 

(Savior) would come—but God’s timing was perfect. We may 

sometimes wonder if God will ever respond to our prayers. The 

saints can testify to the reality of God’s presence in human 

events. At the right time he will respond. Just keep the faith and 

never give up.

Can you trust God’s Word today? Lest we forget, God’s plan for 

our lives is bigger than our minds can ever conceive. As we pray 

and ask for God’s intervention and help, let us not forget that 

we must always pray for our families, pastor, church, community 

and world peace. Ask God for what you need -- more faith, a 

greater commitment to kingdom building, more compassion 

and love for one another.

During this season of enjoyment and celebration, always be 

mindful of Christ. I encourage you to ring the bell of hope, 

paint pictures of joy and drive home a message of expectancy. 

Always remember that prayer changes things. Prayer has pulled 

many suffering persons up from beds of illness. Prayer has set 

the captive free. It can give us a new way of walking and talking. 

Prayer provides us with a heavenly assurance that “Jesus is on 

the mainline; tell Him what you want. Call Him up and tell Him 

what you want.”

The Bible tells us that the Nation of Israel thought the Messiah 

would appear during a time of national crisis. The manner in 

which Christ came contradicted the Israelites’ expectation. 

(Luke 1:26-34) They imagined a great conqueror would come 

and build the Kingdom of Israel—not a baby in a manager 

wrapped in swaddling clothes. God however, had a greater 

purpose for Jesus—that of saving their souls, not just their land. 

If you’re feeling discouraged today, don’t give up, because 

God’s promise to you is not yet fulfilled—remember to keep 

hoping, trusting and believing. His answer to your prayers may 

not appear in the manner or time you suppose. But be confident 

and rest assured, God has a greater plan for your life than you 

can ever imagine. Continue to trust and obey completely and 

anticipate the blessings He has promised you with joy.

Finally, scripture informs us: “Eyes have not seen, nor ears heard, 

nor have entered into the heart of man the things which God 

has prepared for them that love him.” (1 Corinthians 2:9) Just 

believe He has a greater plan for your life. Keep hope alive and 

share this good news. v
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Fair Trade Christmas Bazaar & Bake Sale  
Features “Gifts that Give More”
By Trustee Donza Poole

Excitement is building for the “Project Raise the Roof” Fair Trade Christmas 

Bazaar & Bake Sale set for Sunday, December 17, after service in the fellowship 

hall. Now in its fourth year, the event continues as a bazaar with the theme, 

“gifts that give more.” It’s a theme in keeping with the Fair Trade business 

model of supporting small farmers in developing countries by paying them a 

fair price for their goods.

The Building Fund Committee has been selling Equal Exchange fairly traded 

coffees, teas, chocolates, and olive oil as part of its fundraising mix since 

April 2014. Many of the items featured are from Africa and the Caribbean. The 

committee also periodically sells Haitian metal art from Fair Trade nonprofit, 

Singing Rooster, and crafts from Fair Trade pioneer, Ten Thousand Villages.

In addition to the Fair Trade items, the bazaar will feature items from local 

vendors, including Nineteenth Street’s Lee Hairston’s Wonderful Things 

(Afrocentric specialty gift items), art photography by Deacon Deborah Crain 

Kemp, fashion jewelry from Tisha McCray, and original artwork by Kenyatta 

Hobson. The bazaar will also feature African fashions, South African beaded 

jewelry, collectible dolls, and other one-of-a-kind items.

Bazaar highlights will include the rescheduled vintage hat fashion show and 

sale, featuring the Holmes Heritage Hat Collection, the ever-popular bake sale, 

and a Santa’s Basement, featuring items at bargain basement prices.

There is still time to be a vendor or a baker at this year’s bazaar. See Building 

Fund Committee Chair Trustee Donza Poole about vendor opportunities. See 

Deaconess Sageta Jackson if you would like to contribute a home baked 

good. v
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Love Pal Helps with School Project
By Judith Neeley and Sandra Howell

Keelin Brown interviewing Love Pal Sandra Howell for class assignment

Nineteenth Street member Keelin Brown, a second-year 

student at Prince George’s Community College, had an 

assignment to interview someone who could talk about 

their encounters with segregation and Jim Crow laws. 

Keelin got the word that his Love Pal Sandra Howell had 

had those experiences and would enjoy sharing them for 

educational purposes. (Howell had been arrested in 1960 

for participating in a sit-in led by Rev. Wyatt Tee Walker at 

the all-white Petersburg Public Library.)

Though conducting this type of interview might have been 

a first for Keelin, he was well prepared and was equipped 

with questions and his phone to record the interview. 

Sandra Howell was not only willing, delighted and ready 

to share her encounters but welcomed the bonding 

opportunity with her Love Pal.

Keelin thinks of himself as a big brother role model, as he 

is a good example of a God-loving young black educated 

student. He has a GPA of 3.6 and is close to finishing his 

studies at PGCC, where he is obtaining his General Studies 

Associates Degree. He plans to continue his studies at a 

university.

Both Keelin and Sandra Howell had very interesting 

encounters while doing this report and enjoyed 

each other’s company. They hope that by sharing 

this experience, they will inspire others to bond and 

communicate better. v
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Manhood Training and God’s Daughters Go to The EDGE

Manhood Training and God’s Daughters kicked off their year in October with a trip 

to The EDGE at George Mason University, a positive and powerful team building 

experience. The day provided the perfect opportunity for our youth to test and 

improve their teamwork, leadership and communications skills, while learning to 

trust each other even more.



23The Epistle | Vol. 38 No. 10 | December 2017

Calendar
DECEMBER

Saturday, December 2 – Contemporary Worship Experience, 
fellowship hall, 6 PM

Friday, December 8 – Progressive Adults Theater Outing, 
Nina Simone, Four Women, Arena Stage, 8 PM 
(Bus departs church at 6 PM)

Sunday, December 10 – Church School Events: Lighting of 
the Chrismon Tree and Annual Family Holiday 
Breakfast, 8:30 AM

Sunday, December 10 – Toys for Tots Annual Toy Drive 
Collection, sponsored by the Missionary Society 
and Leisure Club, 8:30 AM

Sunday, December 17 – Church School Christmas Drama 
Presentation, 8:45 AM

Sunday, December 17 – Building Fund Committee Vintage 
Fashion, Hat Show and Holiday Bazaar, 12 Noon, 
fellowship hall

Sunday, December 17 – Pastor Roberts on Coach Butch 
McAdams Show, WOL Radio (1450 AM) and 
MAGIC (95.5 FM), 12:30 PM

Sunday, December 24 – Christmas Eve Morning Worship 
Service, 10 AM

Monday, December 25 – Christmas, church office closed

Sunday, December 31 – New Year’s Eve Morning Worship 
Service, 10 AM

Sunday, December 31 – New Year’s Eve Service and 
Fellowship Meal at Zion Baptist Church, 10 PM

JANUARY

Monday, January 1 – New Year’s Day, church office closed

Sunday, January 14 – Usher’s Day 

Monday, January 15 – Martin Luther King Jr. Holiday, church 
office closed

Wednesday, January 17 – Joint Board Meeting, 7 PM

Friday, January 19 – Church Business Meeting, 7 PM

Sunday, January 21 –Pastor Roberts on Coach Butch 
McAdams Show, WOL Radio (1450 AM) and 
MAGIC (95.5 FM), 12:30 PM

A Symposium on Climate, Faith, and Advocacy 

Sunday, December 3 • 2:30–5:30 PM
Cedar Lane Unitarian Universalist Church

9601 Cedar Lane, Bethesda, Maryland

Pastor Roberts will be one of the speakers.  
Contact church office for more details.
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