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Morning Worship, Sunday 10:00 AM
Prayer Meeting, Thursday 6:30 PM
v
GOD is Our Passion. Serving People is Our Mission.
The mission of the Nineteenth Street Baptist
Church is to profoundly experience, joyfully
celebrate, and meaningfully share God’s grace.
We do this through Christ-centered worship,
biblical instruction, prayer, nurturing fellowship,
and caring acts that are reflective of our
love for God and one another.
We, through the power of the Holy Spirit, proclaim
the Gospel and Jesus Christ to all people while
supporting the work of missions in our church,
our community, our country, and the world.
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PASTOR’S CORNER

A Spiritual Commitment:
A Stronger Church for All People by 2023
By Rev. Dr. Darryl Roberts, Pastor
As we approach the first anniversary of our
spiritual journey as pastor and people, we
thank God for the great things He has done.
We are committed to building upon the
strengths of our glorious spiritual and cultural
heritage. We celebrate our legacy as the
oldest Black Baptist Church in Washington,
DC. We embrace our tradition as a loving
and compassionate church for all people. We also believe that
the family-oriented character of our church is a strength that
supports our ongoing efforts to build and sustain ministries that
serve the entire family and help extend our impact in the world.
And so, as we honor the past and celebrate the future, let us
prayerfully commit to working together as one church to carry
out our shared vision, mission, values and goals.

share God’s grace. We do this through Christ-centered worship,
biblical instruction, prayer, nurturing fellowship, and caring acts
that are reflective of our love for God and one another. We,
through the power of the Holy Spirit, proclaim the Gospel and
Jesus Christ to all people while supporting the work of missions
in our church, our community, our country and the world.

OUR CORE VALUES
• We believe that all people have been created in the
image of God and all life is valuable, sacred and must be
respected as an extension of God’s divine character.
• We are called to create a loving and caring community for
all people.

OUR VISION

• Recognizing that our spiritual journeys are all different,
we strive to be respectful and inclusive concerning every
individual’s relationship with God.

We exalt the hope, power and glory of Jesus Christ through
ministries that transform lives, churches and communities.

• We seek to study, understand, and live out the Word of
God through our daily actions and interactions with others.

OUR MISSION

• We commit to work together for justice and peace in our
world as a church without walls, so that all people may
experience the transformative power of God’s love.

The mission of the Nineteenth Street Baptist Church is to
profoundly experience, joyfully celebrate and meaningfully

continued on next page
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OUR GOALS
Increase Active Membership – Nineteenth Street Baptist Church
will increase its active membership by 50% within five years.
Improve Membership Engagement – 100% of active members
will say they are serving in at least one ministry that matches
their spiritual gifts.
Invest in our Children – Over five years, the church will increase
the youth ministry budget by at least 30%, hire a full-time youth
pastor, offer youth church every Sunday and provide at least ten
ministries that are designed for youth and children.
Create a Dynamic Worship Experience – We will sustain a
culture of excellence in Christ-centered worship that celebrates
the talents within the church, city and nation for the purpose of
giving God our highest praise.
Increase Membership Participation in Christian Education – At
least 50% of the membership will be actively involved in the
Christian Education ministries, including Church School, Bible
Study, conversations with the Pastor, connection groups with
the Pastor, special topic Bible studies and leadership training
seminars.
Modernize and Update the Church Plant – The church will invest
at least 20% of our budget in updating and modernizing the
physical plant, including the Jones Handy House.
Sustain and Build a Dynamic Leadership Team – Each leader will
be equipped and enthusiastic about faithfully carrying out the
mission and vision of the church in support of the Pastor.
Coordinate and Strengthen Existing Outreach Efforts – Support
our commitment to outreach ministries that share the hope and
love of Christ on the local, national and international levels.
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Stakeholder Commitments
To our Children – Our commitment is to making sure
that our children have the resources (spiritual, emotional,
financial and professional) so they may realize their
God-given potential.
To Nineteenth Street Baptist Church Staff – Our church
commits to value them as professionals and invest the
necessary resources to ensure that they are giving our
church their very best.
To Church Leaders – Provide ongoing spiritual and professional training so that leaders have the tools and resources
to effectively serve the needs of our church.
To the Surrounding Community – Create a loving and
caring community that welcomes all people.

Pastor Roberts on Air
Tune into the Coach Butch McAdams
Show every third Sunday from 12:30 to
1 PM to hear Rev. Dr. Darryl Roberts talk
about Nineteenth Street ministries and
initiatives.
Listen live on radio stations WOL (1450
AM) and MAGIC (95.9 FM) or listen
to live radio streaming on a computer
or cellphone device by going to
woldcnews.com.
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TRUSTEE TALK

On the Road with the Transportation Ministry
By Trustee Donza M. Poole
And the lord said unto the servant,
Go out into the highways and hedges,
and compel them to come in, that my
house may be filled. Luke 14:23 (KJV)
One of the ministries that the Trustee Board
oversees is the Transportation Ministry.
Trustee James Rodgers, the trustee in
charge of this ministry, and Trustee Chair
Franklin Smith work closely with Odis
Williams, Interim Director for the Transportation Ministry.
Williams is supported by Charles Lewis and Willie Talley as
drivers.
The Transportation Ministry provides a vital service to our
elderly and disabled church members who
reside within the Beltway and need safe
and reliable transportation to and from
church services and events. As a policy,
this home pickup and drop off service
is primarily intended for our elderly and
disabled members residing within the
Beltway. However, if a person from either
of these categories is on board, others may
also ride along.

including a bus that is handicapped-accessible. The church
employs three friendly bus drivers to meet our transportation
needs. “I’ve been hearing how helpful and polite the drivers
have been in assisting the elderly to get on board,” said Trustee
Smith when asked about the ministry.
In addition to the home pickup and drop off service, church
vehicles are used to transport the church family to and from
church for events and services. Last month, one of the vans was
used to transport several members to the revival service at St.
Mary’s Baptist Church to hear Pastor Roberts preach. Both the
home pickup and group services are provided at no cost to the
riders and are funded out of the church’s annual budget from
tithes and offerings.
continued on next page

The church currently owns and operates
four vehicles as part of the Transportation
Ministry — three buses and one van,

The Epistle | Vol. 38 No. 9 | November 2017

FULL SCREEN

CONTENTS

< PREVIOUS PAGE

5

NEXT PAGE >

Church vehicles are also available for use
by church ministries at a modest cost
when the activity is a fundraiser or not
directly church-related.
The church family can help the
Transportation Ministry be at its best by
doing the following when using the home
pickup and drop off service:
• Call the church office by Friday to be
placed on the pickup list for Sunday.
The office phone number is (202)
829-2773.
• Be ready for pick up at the
designated time.
• Board the bus or van at the
designated time after Sunday service.
Note, that when there is a churchwide
event after service, the buses and
vans generally will not leave until
after the event has ended.
• Wear seat belts while on board.
The Transportation Ministry plays a vital
role by keeping our elderly and disabled
members connected to church and in
providing transportation for the church
family to and from events and activities
away from church.
For more information on available transportation services, contact the church
office at (202) 829-2773. v

Trustees Lead and Serve on
Budget Committee
The 2018 Budget Committee has been working diligently since this summer to
prepare the church’s budget for the coming fiscal year. The Budget Committee
is chaired by Trustee Steven Jumper, who also chaired the committee last year.
The Budget Committee consists of two deacons, two deaconesses, two trustees,
the church treasurer, the assistant treasurer, the disbursing officer, and two lay
members.
Serving with Committee Chair Jumper this year are Trustee and Disbursing
Officer Dwight Crawford, and Trustees Donza Poole and Carolyn Wilson; Deacons
Stan Britt and R.J. Parker; Deaconesses Jean Jackson and Pearl Sudduth; Acting
Treasurer Shirley France; and lay members Patrick Cooper and April Massey.
Thank you to the chair and all the members of the Budget Committee for your
service! v
ISTLE
THE EP

Attention All Photographers!

“You are

Cover Contest!

We plan to change the cover of The Epistle for 2018 and
invite all church photographers to submit an iconic photo of
an exterior or interior view of the church. The selected picture
will be used as the Epistle’s cover artwork for next year.
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Please submit your best electronic image to Epistle@everyblessing.org by
December 17, 2017. Each entry should be sent as a separate email. The winning
photographer and image will appear in the February 2018 issue of The Epistle.
Runner-up entries will also be recognized. If you have questions, contact me at
(202) 829-5973.
Show me your best shot!

The Epistle | Vol. 38 No. 9 | November 2017

tle written
our epis

FULL SCREEN

Karen E. Williamson, Epistle Editor

CONTENTS

< PREVIOUS PAGE

6

NEXT PAGE >

New Members in October
Brother Alex Parson
Sister Gail Parson
Sister Bernadette Swanson-Thomas

Welcome Back to Church
Sister Bianca White

Mark your Calendar!

Attend Special Call Meeting,
Sunday, November 12

Progressive Adults Fall Theater

All members of the church in good standing are encouraged to
attend a Special Call Meeting on Sunday, November 12, immediately
following the worship service. The purpose of the Special Call
Meeting is to take a vote on a proposal from the Board of Trustees
regarding the Jones Handy House. Detailed information on the
proposal will be emailed to church members and will also be
available on the church website at www.everyblessing.org.
Extensive research and discussions have proceeded the
development of the proposal under consideration. All members
are urged to inform themselves about the proposal and prayerfully
participate in this important church meeting. v
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Nina Simone: Four Women
Friday, December 8 PM
Kreeger Theater, Arena Stage
Cost: $65
All Shows Benefit Our Love Pal Program
Transportation is available
from the church to all shows.
Call Ann Saunders (202-529-3188) or
Cynthia Thompson (202-722-4694)
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DEACONESS NEWS

Deaconesses
Scholarship Fund Help Replace Doors
Named for Dr.
Ettyce Hill Moore
By Deaconess Brenda Lightening-Tolbert

And we know that all things work together for
good to them that love God... Romans 8:29 (KJV)

By Deaconess Chair E. Louise White
At the October 27 business meeting, the
church approved changing the name of
the church scholarship fund to the Dr.
Ettyce Hill Moore Educational Scholarship
Fund.
This change was prayerfully recom
mended by the Deaconess Board as
a tribute to Dr. Moore’s many years of
commitment to fostering excellence in
education. Deaconess Moore chaired
the scholarship effort and tirelessly
solicited funds in support of scholarships
as well as unselfishly gave her personal
resources. In addition, the former First
Lady and her husband Pastor Emeritus
Rev. Dr. Jerry A. Moore Jr. supported
many church educational ministries
for young people over the years of his
pastorate. v

The seed was planted, and from it grew amazing
good. That was the case when Trustee Board
Chair Franklin Smith advised the church
membership of the dire need to replace several
extremely damaged and time-worn exterior
doors of the church. Repair was no longer an
option. The doors, once welcoming beacons to
Christian worship, now appeared less inviting and
jeopardized the church’s energy conservation
and security maintenance. Replacing five of these
uniquely designed doors was last estimated to
cost about $17,000, an amount best achieved by
our working together.

Board of Deaconess Chair E. Louise
White, Treasurer Dena Bowen and
Trustee Chair Franklin Smith in front
of one of the new exterior doors

In response, the Board of Deaconesses, led by our
Chair Deaconess E. Louise White and Treasurer Deaconess Dena Bowen, authorized
the Board of Trustees to use the value of a certificate of deposit (about $13,000)
to help defray the cost of purchasing five doors. The Booker Memorial Committee,
Christian Mite Society, and church member Martha Benjamin contributed additional
financial support to the project, revealing how working together for good results in
God’s abundant blessings.
The beautiful mahogany-finished, sturdy security enforced doors are now installed
throughout the church (except for a few entrances). Please take a moment to admire
these upgrades to our house of worship, and see God’s work through us and in us. v
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Deaconess Annual Family Dinner
The Deaconess
Board provided
guests with
a memorable
experience
at its Annual
Family Dinner on
Sunday, October
15. The afternoon
showcased the
Deaconesses’ acting
skills in skits about
women in the
Bible and provided
delicious food and
the sweet, sweet
spirit of fellowship.
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Evangelism Committee Annual
Prayer Breakfast
By Deaconess Gloria Tisdale
“Don’t Judge a Book by its Wrapping” was the title of Rev. Ralph Williams’ message
at the Annual Prayer Breakfast, sponsored by the Evangelism Committee on
Saturday, October 7. His message was dynamic, humorous at times, poetry-filled,
tragedy-laced, and awe-inspiring. Rev. Williams, who is the son of Deaconess Pearl
Sudduth, told of his early tumultuous life before he yielded to God’s grace and mercy.
Guests from numerous churches in the metro area attended the breakfast. Everyone
was given great food for the body as well as for the soul and spirit. Tami Hayes
blessed us with music and special guests rendered powerful prayers.
We encourage all church members to join the Evangelism Committee, so that
together we can share God’s love in our communities and bring others to love
and serve Christ through the power of the Holy Spirit. Please contact Evangelism
Committee Chair Janice Hinton for more information. v
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Fellowship and Funds Raised by Successful Haitiwalk 5K
By Virginia C. Lee

“I have not seen so
many people laughing
and smiling in one
place in a long time.”

The Global Missions Ministry
wishes to thank all who
donated, got others to donate,
walked the route, and came
out to support the Haitiwalk
5k on Saturday, September
23, 2017. By all manner of
evaluation, it was a success
due to the tremendous efforts
of all of the teams.
We know the $23,905 raised
for the pediatric clinic Village
Med is building in Haiti will
make a difference in the
lives of the children of Haiti.
For this, the Global Missions
Ministry thanks all of you.v

“It was a pictureperfect day and
the cameras on site
captured most of it.”

“The walk offered
a fantastic view
of the city.”

The Haitiwalk5k
Score Card
88 Walkers
43 Non-Walkers
355 Donors
Total Raised to date:
$23,905

“I could not think
of a better way
to support a
great cause like
VillageMed.”
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Haitiwalk 5K Teams
and Captains

“I am not a fan of exercise but
this really was fun.”

Agape Youth
Chaplin Eddie Martin
New Members
Deaconess Eloise Turner
VillageMed
Nancy Quincy

“The jade tee-shirts for walkers
and non-walkers were great.”

Highsteppers
Deaconess Sageta Jackson
Jean Family
The Saints
Deacon Johnnie Love
Zelophehad Daughters
Rev. Cheryl Hall

“After I made it up the stairs
I knew I was in for a good
morning workout.”

Team Velma Bonhomme
Andrea Bonhomme
Christian Mite
Deaconess Pearl Sudduth

“Well planned, well placed,
well done!”

Cooke and Company
Phillis Cooke
The Men’s Ministry
Deacon Howard Smith
The Beatitudes
Monica Reeder
Team France
Shirley France
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“We finished with a bag of
refreshments to revive our
bodies and keep the spirit of
the walk alive.”
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“What a beautiful day to be by
the water. This is something I
never think of doing.”

“While walking I actually got
to complete a conversation
with someone. I don’t often
get to do this in church.”

“The walk was rocky
but great exercise for
me and my family.”

The Epistle | Vol. 38 No. 9 | November 2017

FULL SCREEN

CONTENTS

< PREVIOUS PAGE

13

NEXT PAGE >

Kneeling For Justice
By Rev. Reginald Townsend, Associate Minister
Our ancestors believed in facing life on their
knees. The old folks used to say, “Give Jesus
and that’s enough.” They had a simple faith
and they believed that, in time, God would
hear them and answer their prayers. They
believed also that life’s battles could be fought
and won on their knees. Many years ago, I
learned in seminary that the gospel is always
communicated in terms of a cultural context. I believe there is
a social and religious connection between the “kneel” of NFL
professional football player Colin Kaepernick and our slave
forbearers. Kaepernick and others kneel not to protest the flag,
but they kneel to protest racism, discrimination and inequality
in America, “The Land of the Free and Home of the Brave.”
Jesus said in Scripture, “Where two or three are gathered in my
name, there am I in the midst of them.” (Matthew 18:20). This
statement had literal meaning for the slave, said Rev. Dr. Harold
A. Carter in his book The Prayer Tradition of Black People. Slave
religion was relative and relevant for the culture of slavery.
Church for the slave was not a building with a high steeple,
painted white, located on top of a hill. Church for the black
slave was a spiritual happening that took place, whenever the
saints got together in Jesus’ name. This place could be a log
cabin, a praise house, a cornfield, or some clearing way down
in the valley. Can you believe that the spirit of the living God is
being manifested on national television Sunday afternoons?

America, they show reverence to a long tradition. The “kneel
downs” are symbolic gestures calling for justice and equality
for all men and women in the country. It is a call for America
to be true to its creed: “One Nation Under God, Indivisible with
Liberty and Justice for All.” Not unlike the sit-ins of the 1950s
and the March on Washington in 1963, the NFL players kneeling
has similar significance. When Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King took a
knee, it represented a prayer and call for justice and equality.
The message of the Gospel has not changed in more than
2000 years. Jesus took a knee in the Garden of Gethsemane
and prayed to his Father. Young people in our black churches
across the width and breath of our nation are kneeling down
in prayer. They are coming to church asking questions and
seeking answers to life’s many perplexing dilemmas. They want
to see and hear the Word made flesh and rightly preached for
their generation. They have understandable fears and concerns
regarding the future. They want to hear in the music and
preached word that there is a word from the Lord for these
challenging times. They are asking the eternal question: “What
must I do to be saved?”
If we are to lift up Jesus to a new generation of believers,
we must begin to utilize a more culturally sensitive and less
judgmental approach to evangelism. HIV, drugs and alcohol, as
well as sexual promiscuity are social problems that will need to
be addressed. It will require intentionality, creativity and effort
to embrace a different cultural reality

When NFL players take a “kneel down” during the playing of
the National Anthem in professional football stadiums across
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The challenge for the Church is to
meet young people where they
are with the Gospel. Jesus had no
standard approach in witnessing.
He met all sorts of people where
they were. When he was with
the woman at the well, he talked
about living waters; when he
was with farmers, he talked
about sowing seed; when he was
with fishermen, he talked about
catching fish. For some, fishing is
a hobby done in their spare time.
Yet for the Christian, fishing is a
responsibility. It should be a way
of living every day on your job,
in your home, on the golf course,
at your fraternity and sorority
meetings, etc. Fishing is not a
hobby, but a lifestyle.
May we always kneel and pray
and never forget that “God’s
work, done God’s way, will not
lack God’s support.” v

November 5
Fall
BACK
one
hour

Building Named to Honor
Rosemary Brinkley
By Trustee Donza M. Poole
The Educational Systems Federal Credit Union held a dedication ceremony on October 28
to name its Rockville, Maryland building in honor of longtime church member Rosemary
Brinkley, who passed in October 2016. Mrs. Brinkley had been a member of the Greenbelt,
Maryland–based credit union for more than 50 years and chaired its Board of Directors for
20 of those years until her passing.
Under Brinkley’s leadership, the credit union grew from a few thousand members in one
Maryland county to over 87,000 members in seven counties throughout the state. During
the dedication ceremony, Trustee Charles Sprow presented a certificate to the credit
union in appreciation of the honor being given to Brinkley’s memory. Assistant Pastor
James A. Crosson Jr. also attended
the ceremony.
The naming of the Educational
Systems FCU building in Rosemary
Brinkley’s honor is a fitting tribute to
an educator who was known for her
lifelong support of financial education.
Mrs. Brinkley and Trustee Emeritus
John H. Brinkley were faithful and
committed members of Nineteenth
Street Baptist Church for many
years. Her service to the church was
recognized earlier this year when
her name was added to the church’s
annual golf tournament, renaming it
the Rosemary and John H. Brinkley
Memorial Golf Tournament. v
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Assistant Pastor Crosson, Denise Lewis and Trustee
Sprow admire the new plaque on The Brinkley Building.
Williams is a niece of the Brinkley’s.
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NOVEMBER

Calendar

DECEMBER

Friday, November 10 – Veteran’s Day (Federal Holiday),
church office closed

Friday, December 8 – Progressive Adults Theater Outing,
Nina Simone: Four Women, Arena Stage, 8 PM

Saturday, November 11 – Veteran’s Day (Official Holiday),

Sunday, December 10 – Church School Events: Lighting of
the Chrismon Tree and Annual Family Holiday
Breakfast, 8:30 AM

Saturday, November 11 – Youth Ministry Film Screening
of Walking While Black: L.O.V.E Is the Answer by
director, producer and writer A.J. Ali, fellowship
hall, 4 PM
Sunday, November 12 – Christian Mite Society Sunday,
150th Anniversary worship service and reception
Sunday, November 12 – Special Call Church Business
Meeting, immediately following morning worship
service

Sunday, December 10 – Missionary Society Toys for Tots
Annual Toy Drive Collection, sponsored by the
Missionary Society, 8:30 AM
Sunday, December 17 – Church School Christmas Drama
Presentation, 8:45 AM
Sunday, December 17 – Building Fund Committee Vintage
Fashion and Hat Show, 12 Noon, fellowship hall

Wednesday, November 22 – Church office open 9 AM 12 Noon. Food Pantry closed

Sunday, December 24 – Christmas Eve Morning Worship
Service, 10 AM

Thursday, November 23 – Thanksgiving Worship Service,
10 AM

Monday, December 25 – MERRY CHRISTMAS! Church office
closed

Friday, November 24 – Church office closed

Sunday, December 31 – New Year’s Eve Morning Worship
Service, 10 AM

Sunday, November 26 – Pastor Roberts preaching at First
Rising Mt. Zion Baptist Church, Missionary
Society Anniversary, 602 N Street NW,
Washington, DC, Rev. Oran W. Young, Pastor, 3 PM

A Symposium on Climate, Faith, and Advocacy
Sunday, December 3 • 2:30–5:30 PM
Cedar Lane Unitarian Universalist Church
9601 Cedar Lane, Bethesda, Maryland
Pastor Roberts will be one of the speakers. Contact church
office for more details.

The Epistle | Vol. 38 No. 9 | November 2017

FULL SCREEN

CONTENTS

< PREVIOUS PAGE

16

