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GOD is Our Passion. Serving People is Our Mission.

The mission of the Nineteenth Street Baptist 
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celebrate, and meaningfully share God’s grace.
We do this through Christ-centered worship, 

biblical instruction, prayer, nurturing fellowship, 
and caring acts that are reflective of our  

love for God and one another.
We, through the power of the Holy Spirit, proclaim 

the Gospel and Jesus Christ to all people while 
supporting the work of missions in our church,  

our community, our country, and the world.
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of the month. The deadline for materials is 
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PASTOR’S CORNER

Block Party – A Day of Fun, Health and Love for Community
By Rev. Christopher O. Crawford, Associate Minister

The Nineteenth Street Community Block Party will be held on 

Saturday, August 12 from 10 AM until 4 PM. What makes this 

Block Party so special? This is Pastor Dr. Darryl D. Roberts’ first 

Block Party; therefore, there is a tremendous effort to ensure its 

success!

The Block Party will be a fun-filled day with lots of delicious 

food, including on-the-spot fried fish. There will be festivities for 

all ages—carnival games, music, a moon bounce, pony rides, a 

bake sale, a bazaar, and lots more. 

Most importantly, our Health Initiative, sponsored by the 

Health Ministry, will provide free screenings by various health 

care providers. These providers will screen for diabetes, high 

blood pressure, and glaucoma, as well as distribute literature 

and educational information on dental care, prostate cancer, 

women’s cancers, and HIV/AIDS. Some community residents will 

have access to preventive health care screenings, which they 

might not have the opportunity to access anywhere else. It is 

critical that our church family continues to assist with the health 

care needs of our community. 

The Block Party is already a success because of the dedicated 

members of this church! I am thankful to be a part of such an 

eclectic collection of gifted and talented people. I have been 

truly blessed by their selflessness, caring, thoughtfulness and 

the generosity of each Block Party committee leader. 

In fact, the cohesion and commitment of this group demon-

strates the attributes of “love” that the Pastor has been 

preaching about every Sunday; therefore, love is being infused 

into the Block Party when we meet!

As we love one another as God loves us, the Block Party will 

become a symbol of love! That love will shine brightly as we 

serve the people in our community, and the energy of our love 

will vibrate throughout the Block Party for all to see. 

For the Spirit God gave us does not make us timid, but gives us 

power, love and self-discipline (2 Timothy 1:7). v

To donate, volunteer or get additional details, visit the church website 
at www.everyblessing.org or contact Rev. Christopher Crawford, 
Chair of the Community Block Party Planning Committee, at 
chrisc726@hotmail.com.

http://www.everyblessing.org
mailto:chrisc726%40hotmail.com?subject=
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TRUSTEE TALK

Stay Connected this Summer
By Trustee Donza M. Poole

It’s summer. Time for vacations, reunions, 

lazy days at the beach and, quite possibly, 

fewer days at church. But you don’t have 

to miss your Nineteenth Street family 

when you’re away this summer. You can 

attend service every Sunday at 10 AM 

via live stream at www.everyblessing.org, 

or take in a past service at any time 

choosing from the live streams archive, 

or interact with your Nineteenth 

Street family on the church’s official Facebook page at 

www.facebook.com/Everyblessing.org. 

You can even continue to give while you’re away this summer 

and support the church’s ongoing operational costs and 

year-round ministries, as well as its great summer ministries, like 

Vacation Bible School, the Church School summer series, “Suit 

Up!” beginning in July, and the community Block Party set for 

August 12. There’s also Family Fun Night, a Church School trip 

to Hershey Park, and the Usher Board’s new “Jazz on the Lawn” 

series. See the church calendar on page 14 for more of what’s 

going on this summer. 

We are truly blessed that the generous support of our church 

family helps make so much possible throughout the year. And 

the Trustee Board strives to make sure these funds are put to 

their best use. “Please know that the trustees are constantly 

searching for ways to reduce costs throughout the year and 

especially during the summer months to maintain a balanced 

budget,” said Trustee Chairman Franklin Smith.

It’s no secret that church attendance can sometimes drop 

during the summer. Between vacation travel and other summer 

activities, you may not find yourself in the pews quite as often. 

This “summer slump,” as it’s sometimes called, can also mean a 

dip in giving—something the Trustee Board generally finds to 

be true, especially in July and August. But it doesn’t have to be 

that way. 

Here are three ways you can continue to give and support the 

church and its mission this summer, even when you’re not in the 

pews.

(1) Donate Online 
For a quick and easy way to give, try donating online through 

the church’s website at www.everyblessing.org. Just look for the 

yellow Donate button on the home page. You can even support 

the church’s roof fundraiser online by clicking on the “Project 

Raise the Roof” link and using the Donate button on that page. 

You can give using PayPal or a credit or debit card. There is a 

transaction fee charged to the church when using this method, 

but as a donor, you’ll receive full credit for the amount you 

contribute.
continued on next page

http://www.everyblessing.org
http://www.facebook.com/Everyblessing.org
http://www.everyblessing.org
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(2) Set Up a Recurring 
Donation
You can also go online and 

set up a recurring donation 

on the church’s website using 

the same payment methods 

as above. No need to worry 

about forgetting your tithes or 

offerings, they’re contributed 

automatically. 

(3) Send Your Offering in 
by Mail
There’s nothing like the US 

Postal Service. Send your 

tithes and offerings in by 

mail and, while you’re at it, 

feel free to drop us a note. 

(Remember to include your 

envelope number, if you 

don’t use the personalized 

envelope.) The church mailing 

address is 4606 16th Street 

NW, Washington, DC 20011.

Finally, when you’re not away, 

stay connected in person. 

There’s a lot going on this 

summer at Nineteenth Street, 

and we’d love to see you! v

Future Search Committees  
Continue Work
By Deborah Heard

Almost four years since the Future Search 

program began at Nineteenth Street Baptist 

Church, substantial work continues to be 

done by a host of church members. The 

program, which launched in November 2013, 

is focused on envisioning and implementing 

the kind of church we want to have today and 

in the future.

On June 25, about 25 members of the various 

committees met to deliver status reports on 

their work. Highlights included:

• A strengthened Youth Ministry, featuring 

growing participation in retreats, an 

oratory contest, and twice-monthly youth 

church – all under the leadership of an 

energizing Youth Minister who was hired 

in 2014.

• Creation of a handbook and other 

materials to guide spiritual growth, as 

part of the Board of Christian Education 

and the New Members Ministry.

• Participation in the One Family, One 

Congregation outreach program to help 

homeless families move into housing, 

which was possible after the church 

secured grants from the DC Department 

of Human Services. 

• Research and a draft proposal to hire a 

church administrator who would oversee 

operations and staff, in coordination with 

church leadership.

• Equipment purchases, such as electronic 

drums and a new keyboard, to enhance 

the Music Ministry.

• Research to identify “Effective Structures 

in Church Development,” including such 

elements as “Empowering Leadership” 

and “Need-Oriented Evangelism.”

There are nine groups, which were formed 

after representatives from all aspects of 

church life gathered for three days to discuss 

common goals and concerns. Those groups, 

in alphabetical order are: 

• Capital Improvements (Chair, Deacon 

Stan Britt)

• Enhanced Music Ministry (Chair, Deborah 

Lewis Thornton)

• Institutional Development (Chair, Pat 

Thomas)

continued on next page
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• Operations (Co-chairs, Deaconess 

Brenda Lightening-Tolbert and 

Trustee Carolyn Wilson)

• Outreach Ministries (Chair, Yvonne 

Gowdy)

• Spiritual Growth (Chair, Deacon 

Johnnieque Love)

• Targeted Programs for Adults (Chair, 

Deaconness Linda Leftrict)

• Technology (Chair, Deacon Gerald 

Young)

• Youth Ministry (Chair, Edit 

Bullard-Britt)

The primary concerns to address were: 

• 25- to 40-year-olds visit but do not 

stay or join.

• An aging congregation.

• Decreased number of young family 

members.

• Digital communications, including 

e-commerce.

• Capital repairs as our building ages.

Pastor Darryl Roberts applauded the 

work done thus far, saying “I am thankful 

to Dr. Harkins, our boards, our members, 

and the Future Search leadership and 

committees for beginning Future Search 

at our church. I think this process 

is critical for building the necessary 

consensus to plan, set goals and 

We Remember with Love 
the Saints We Lost

January–June 2017

Brother Comasell Butler

Sister Christine Green

Sister Rosalind Jackson Lewis

Brother Calvin Shields

Sister Shebra Denise Simms

Brother Arthur L. Stephens

Church Supports Black  
Lives Matter Movement 
By Deacon Chair Fred Leftrict

In May, former Trustee Cheryl Johnson 

made the generous offer to underwrite 

the cost of a Black Lives Matter sign 

for our church. The Deacon Board, in 

consultation with Pastor Roberts, voted 

to approve the placement of the sign. 

The discussion prior to the vote made 

it clear that the Deacon Board wants to 

follow the placement of the sign with 

engagement with the very important 

Black Lives Matter movement. It is our 

prayer that this sign and our church’s 

future efforts will play a role in improving 

the conditions for all people and help 

move our community closer to the day 

when justice is enjoyed equally by all. v

strategically envision our future together.  

It is important that we continue with 

Future Search so that we might track 

our effectiveness in implementing the 

recommendations of the Future Search 

committees and evaluate ways we can do 

even better over time.”

Charles Hall, who oversees the Future 

Search program, encouraged the groups 

to keep working and to tell church 

leadership what they need to reach 

their goals. Church members who are 

interested in joining the work are invited 

to reach out to Brother Hall or individual 

committee chairs. v
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Welcome  
New Members

JUNE 2017

Brother David Forston

Sister Courtney Young Settle

Brother Albert Taylor lll

Courtney Young Settle David Forston

Albert Taylor IIIAdrian V. Nunn Sr. receives gifts upon completion of new member 
orientation.
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Global Missions and Men’s Ministry 
in Step on Father’s Day
By Virginia C. Lee

Father’s Day Sunday was full of surprises for the men of Nineteenth Street 

Baptist Church. Global Missions’ Phillis Cooke joined with the Men’s Ministry’s 

Deacon Howard Smith to give each father present a “swag bag” full of healthy 

items. Three men also received safety tog bags full of every possible safety 

item donated by VillageMed. 

Pastor Roberts, holding his new fit armband, spoke of “Men Fit for Life” as a 

way of keeping the faith. Our bodies are a gift from God. This temple is ours 

to keep healthy. Global Missions invites you to become a part of this healthy 

ministry by joining in our Haiti5K Walk. We currently have 12 teams in need of 

walkers and non-walkers. v

SAVE THE DATE:

Saturday, September 23, 2017 
Rock Creek Park, 7 AM

Sign up online at www.Haitiwalk5k.org

Register and/or donate at the  
Global Missions table in the fellowship hall.

Virginia Lee, Deaconess Sageta Jackson and Andrea 
Bonhomme at walk bulletin board

Global Missions’ Phillis Cooke, Usher Angela Griffin and Deacon Howard Smith with 
swag bags.
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Descendants of Rev. Walter H. Brooks, who served as pastor of Nineteenth Street for 63 years, gathered for a family reunion and worshiped at 
our church on Sunday, June 25. Participants included Dr. Evelyn Brooks Higginbotham (front row, left), and church members Deaconess Kathryn 
Brooks (front row, second left), Trustee Emeritus Gen. Elmer T. Brooks (front row, center), and Trustee Juniors Thompson and Alice Thompson.
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Love Pals:  
Where Are They Now?
By Kim Ferguson

Many have asked, “Where is Kelly Ferguson?” 

Well, I would like to share that on June 16, 2017, Kelly successfully 
completed all the requirements for her four-year residency training in 
Internal Medicine and Pediatrics at the Vidant Medical Center in Greenville, 
North Carolina through the Brody School of Medicine at East Carolina 
University. 

The Ferguson family would like to thank everyone for all the prayers and 
well wishes bestowed upon Kelly over the years. Kelly will continue to work 
as a physician in a hospital in North Carolina as she studies for her board 
exams in both content areas. 

Please continue to keep her in your prayers as she continues along the 
journey. After her board exams, Kelly plans to return to the DC region. 

Thanks so much for all your support! The Lord’s right hand is lifted high; the 
Lord’s right hand has done mighty things! Give thanks to the Lord, for he is 
good; his love endures forever. v

Kelly Ferguson graduated from Hampton 

University in 2009 and finished Howard 

University College of Medicine in 2013. 

Virginia Lee was her most supportive Love 

Pal and cheerleader. Kelly is the daughter 

of Linwood and Kim Ferguson and sister of 

Korrie Ferguson.
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Congratulations 2017 Graduates!
Graduate School 

Lydia Cole – Master of Professional Studies in Public Relations and Corporate Communications, Georgetown University 
School of Continuing Studies, Washington, DC

Daniel Bradford Cary Woolridge –  Master of Public Health, University of California, Berkeley, School of Public Health; 

going to UC San Diego School of Medicine, San Diego, California

College

Davone Green – Bachelor of Science in Emergency Management and Homeland Security, University of Akron, Akron, 
Ohio

Milan Dannielle Wolfe – Bachelor of Science in Early Childhood Childhood/Elementary Education, magna cum laude, 
Frostberg State University, Frostburg, Maryland; going to University of Maryland, College Park for Master of 
Education in Curriculum and Instruction

Jamall Reed Gregory – Associate Degree in Sports Management, Chipola College, Marianna, Florida; going to 

Jacksonville State University, Jacksonville, Alabama, for bachelors in sports management

High School

Krista Ross-Black – Wilson Senior High School, Washington, DC; going to Hampton University, Hampton, Virginia 

Justin Thomas – Our Saviour Lutheran High School, Bronx, New York

Jadyn Wilenski –  Georgetown Day School, Washington, DC; going to University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania

Anthony L. Williams Jr. – H.D. Woodson High School, Washington, DC; going to Pierpont Community and Technical 
College, Fairmont, West Virginia
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Do the Right Thing
By Rev. Reginald Townsend, Associate Minister

Christ has destroyed the barriers people 

build between themselves. Because 

these walls have been removed, we can 

have real unity with people who are not 

like us. (Ephesians 2:14) There are many 

barriers that can divide us from other 

Christians: age, appearance, intelligence, 

political persuasion, economic status, 

race, theological perspective. One of 

the best ways to stifle Christ’s love is to 

be friendly with only those people we 

like. Doing the Right Thing in the sight 

of God is often fearful and intimidating. The Bible urges us to 

come boldly before His presence with thanksgiving, praise and 

prayer. 

Today we are challenged by having more single female-headed 

households than ever in our history. Despite statistical evidence, 

black mothers are called to be bold and train up their sons and 

daughters to be bold and courageous, because the child today 

will become the parent of tomorrow. 

Mothers are not able to do it all by themselves. In some circum-

stances, men are abdicating their roles as leaders in the church, 

their homes, communities, and their country in record numbers. 

This is creating a crisis that is threatening to dissolve the very 

fabric of society. Many men in our communities are mired in 

apathy and passivity and need to hear a word from the Lord. 

The Bible urges us to train up a child in the way they should go, 

and when they are old, they will not depart from it. (Prov. 22:6)

Train up means “to dedicate,” which includes stimulating the 

child to do good through guidance, discipline, and encour-

agement. A parent’s main task is to receive a child as a charge 

from the Lord and then to dedicate the child to God’s ways. 

The power of a mother’s influence is like a steady river carving 

canyons through the landscape of history. The legacy you leave 

as the teacher and nurturer of the next generation of men and 

women is valuable beyond description. Thousands of black men 

have disappeared into prisons and jails, locked away for crimes 

that are largely ignored when committed by whites.

Recently I witnessed a young man, accompanied by a young 

boy about five years old, come into a McDonald’s to have 

a sit-down meal. Immediately, I noticed that the adult was 

wearing his pants along with a belt well below his buttocks. 

(Although his underwear was colorful boxers, this display struck 

me as a bit inappropriate.) After ordering the child a “Happy 

Meal” the two sat together in a booth having what appeared to 

be a warm and heartfelt conversation. I began to ask myself a 

series of questions: Was this the child’s father and, if so, what 

was the message being communicated? Did the adult love the 

child? How would the young man’s dress affect this young, 

impressionable child? What would God have the men of our 

church do when observing a similar situation? 

I am reminded that we are to come boldly before His presence 

and “Do the Right Thing.” v
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Congratulations!
To Deacon Billy and Deaconess Mattie Gay 

upon the arrival of their fifth grandchild.

This baby girl, Yaminah, was born to 

Trinita and Jamie Smith on Saturday,  

June 10 in Orlando, Florida. 

Congratulations to the  
Youth Oratory Contest Winners

7th-9th Grade Winners
1st Prize:  Kalyl Young

2nd Prize:  Noah Cooper

3rd Prize:  Lindsay Sanders

10th-12th Grade Winners
1st Prize (tie):  Alicia Dawson  

and Kiara Beckham

3rd Prize:  Matthew Little

Congratulations to Youth Achievement Award Winners Ja’Shaun 
Coe and Abbott Anderson, shown with Youth Minister Eddie Martin, 

Youth Ministry leader Edith Bullard-Britt, and Pastor Roberts.
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JULY

Sunday, July 2 – Church School summer session begins, 
fellowship hall, 8:45 AM

Tuesday, July 4 – Independence Day Holiday, Church Office 
closed

Friday, July 7 – Closing Ceremony for Vacation Bible School, 
11 AM

Sunday, July 9 – New Members Ministry Sunday Brunch, 
Meet & Greet New Members, fellowship hall, 
12:30 PM

Monday, July 10 – Vacation Bible School annual trip to 
Kings Dominion

Friday, July 14 – Church School Family Fun Night, 
fellowship hall, 6:30 – 9:30 PM

Friday, July 16 – College Students Afternoon Outing with 
Pastor Roberts

Thursday, July 20 – Leisure Club Afternoon at the Movies, 
“The Shack,” fellowship hall, 12 Noon

Friday, July 21 – Church Business Meeting, 7 PM

Saturday, July 22 – Jarvis Memorial Club, A Flea Market in 
the Fellowship Hall, 10 AM – 3:30  PM

Friday, July 28 – Ushers Ministry Jazz on the Lawn Concert 
Series, 7 – 8:30 PM

Saturday, July 29 – Church School Outing to Hershey Park. 
Bus departs 7 AM, returns 7:30 PM

AUGUST

Saturday, August 12 – Community Block Party, Health Fair, 
Bazaar & More, 10 AM – 4 PM

Sunday, August 20 – Ushers Back to School Drive, 
collecting school supplies in fellowship hall

 SEPTEMBER

Monday, September 4 – Labor Day Holiday, Church Office 
closed

Sunday, September 10 - Global Missions Day

Saturday, September 16 – Booker Memorial Committee, 
“Honoring Our Heritage,” fellowship hall, 12 Noon

Sunday, September 17 – New Members Sunday

Saturday, September 23 – Global Missions Ministry, 
HaitiWalk5k, Carter Baron, Rock Creek Park,  
7 – 10:30 AM

Saturday, September 23 – Joint Board Leadership 
Conference (Deacons, Deaconesses, Trustees), 
fellowship hall, 11:30 AM – 4 PM

Sunday, September 24 – Food Pantry Collection 
In-Gathering

Calendar
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