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CALL ANSWERED!
Rev. Dr. Darryl D. Roberts joyfully enters the sanctuary of Nineteenth Street Baptist Church for his formal installation ceremony 

on Sunday, February 19. The afternoon service was the capstone of four days of celebratory events that brought together church 

members, family, clergy and friends from across the country. Trustee Franklin Smith and his wife Gloria did an outstanding job as 

co-chairs of the Installation Committee. The following pages share some of the highlights.
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Answering the Call: Praying Together
By Louis Ford

Three days of installation activities for Rev. Dr. Darryl D. Roberts 

commenced on Thursday evening, February 16 with a vibrant 

installation prayer service in the main sanctuary of Nineteenth 

Street Baptist Church.

The service was led by the Board of Deacons with Deacons 

Johnnie Love and Fred Leftrict in charge. The prayer service 

was the culmination of a 40-day period in which the church 

leaders and body engaged in fervent prayer for our new pastor 

and our church as we inaugurate the era of our ministry with 

Dr. Roberts at the helm. For each of the 40 days a meditative 

thought, scripture and original prayer were offered by deacons, 

deaconesses, and deacon candidates. All were published 

and distributed in a bound booklet. The prayer offerings of 

Deaconess Barbara Johnson (day 3) and Deacon Jessie McCrae 

(day 8), who are the chaplains of their respective boards, were 

read during the service. A special bound copy of the booklet 

was presented and dedicated to Dr. Roberts and his family. 

Prayers of thanksgiving and praise for God’s goodness were 

offered throughout the service. 

The dynamic message for the 

evening was delivered by Dr. 

Alton B. Pollard III, Dean of 

Howard University School of 

Divinity. Dr. Pollard, incidentally, 

served on the review board 

when Dr. Roberts defended 

his doctoral dissertation at 

Emory University in Atlanta. Dr. 

Pollard delivered a powerful 

message using several texts, 

primarily Mark 6: 9-13 and Luke 

11: 1-4. He reminded us of the power of prayer and observed that 

our prayers have been answered with the coming of Dr. Roberts. 

The fact that he has known Dr. Roberts since his student days 

added credence to the glowing report he gave of Dr. Roberts. 

He further admonished us to pray without ceasing and to love 

one another.

The evening provided the congregation with much fervor and 

commitment as we mark the beginning of Pastor Roberts’ 

tenure.  v
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Installation presentations to Pastor Roberts included a Bible by Deacon Chair Fred Leftrict, a new robe by Deacon Sandra LeSesne, a hymnal by 
Deaconess Chair  E. Louise White, and keys to the church by Trustee Chair Robert McNair. Liturgical dancers performed at the afternoon service. 
The Kandelite Choir blessed us with song at the morning service.
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Left-Right: Assistant Pastor Rev. James A. Crosson Jr.; Guest Preacher Rev. Dr. Robert M. 
Franklin Jr., president emeritus of Morehouse College; Guest Worship Leader Rev. Edward 
Reynolds of Midway Baptist Church in Atlanta; Rev. Dr. Roberts

Noted theologian and civil rights leader Rev. 
Dr. Otis Moss Jr. preached at the afternoon 
installation service.

The Singing Sensations Youth Choir of Baltimore 
were truly sensational at the morning service.

Ward 4 Councilman Brandon T. Todd 
brought greetings.

Rev. Dr. Martha Simmons , a mentor of 
Dr. Roberts and associate minister at 
Rush Memorial Church of Christ in Atlanta, 
officiated the afternoon installation service. 
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Remarks by Pastor Dr. Darryl D. Roberts  
at Friday Installation Banquet

Greetings, friends, family and beloved officers and members of 

Nineteenth Street Baptist Church! 

First, I want to thank God for the honor and privilege of 

receiving the divine summons to serve as the pastor of 

Nineteenth Street Baptist Church. I stand upon the shoulders 

of great giants in pastoral leadership for which I am eternally 

grateful. I especially want to thank Dr. Walter Henderson Brooks, 

Rev. Jerry Moore Jr., and Dr. Derrick Harkins, who laid a strong 

foundation upon which I now stand. To God be the glory for the 

great things He has done! 

Second, I want to thank the officers, ministers and members 

of Nineteenth Street for affirming, supporting and welcoming 

me as your spiritual leader. As your pastor, you can trust that 

my steps will be ordered by God as I study God’s Word, 

preach the Word and love God’s people. 

Third, I want to thank my wonderful wife, adorable children, 

loving family, generous mentors and faithful friends. I am 

grateful that you believed in my pastoral calling, gave me the 

space to focus on it, and advised me at critical developmental 

points. You believed in me every step of the way. I am both 

humbled and grateful for your amazing support.

Last, but certainly not least, Dr. Evelyn Brooks Higginbotham, 

thank you for a wonderful message along the lines of our theme, 

“Answering The Call: Communing Together.” You have reminded 

us of the importance of honoring our past as 

we learn important lessons from it that 

provide critical guidance and hope 

during these very dangerous 

times. 

As we reflect upon your 

message, I want to affirm 

my commitment 
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to honor the past by promoting a philosophy of inclusive 

pastoral and public leadership. To begin, an inclusive church is 

committed to the principle of preparing and educating youth for 

followship and leadership. 

Dr. Higginbotham, as you reminded us this week on the Maggie 

Linton Show and your letter to ASALH [Association of the Study 

of African American Life and History] members, there is a crisis 

in black education. Acknowledging the crisis does not legitimize 

the false theory of black inferiority. It speaks to the resilience, 

passion and commitment of others who came before. We must 

prepare our young people by ensuring that they have access to 

the best public and private resources to think critically, believe 

boldly, dream imaginatively and achieve profoundly. 

As we support causes 

that advance the 

educational and profes-

sional development of 

young people, we must 

ensure that the church 

is not maintaining 

systems and practices 

that lead to their 

exclusion and margin-

alization. Traditions 

are firmly rooted, and 

younger generations 

can be reticent to 

move forward on their 

creative ideas and grow 

spiritually when they 

face push-back from 

church members who 

should be most supportive. Churches cannot grow, communities 

cannot flourish and a brighter future cannot be realized if we 

are too afraid to pass the baton from one generation to the next. 

Second, inclusive leadership is committed to the principle 

of making visible the invisibility of women in the struggle 

for cultural advancement and political empowerment. Dr. 

Higginbotham, as your critically acclaimed work, “Righteous 

Discontent,” reminds us too often, the voices of women have 

been silenced and we fail to fully appreciate the profound 

ways women work to support the liberation and well-being of 

our people in the church and the larger society. They rejected 

notions of female inferiority and emphasized the capacity of 

women to work in the public and private spheres. They rejected 

ideology of female subordination and embraced the idea of 

men and women’s divine charge to work collaboratively for 

private and social salvation.  

Women are not merely the rib of men; they are the backbone 

of the Black church. They have served on the front lines of our 

social change movements and held the fabric of our families 

together as moral exemplars and advocates for voting rights, 

fair employment opportunities, economic empowerment and 

racial uplift and so much more. Sister Roberts and I are blessed 

to be a part of a church family that believes God has called and 

equipped women to lead alongside men in all areas of public 

and private life.

Third, I firmly believe that a critical element of inclusive 

leadership is a commitment to the principle of building trust 

and accountability. Mistrust can be the single most factor 

that undermines a pastor’s credibility. To build trust, leaders 

and members must be able to listen to different perspectives, 

promote transparency, realistically set expectations, establish 

appropriate boundaries and be honest about limitations. As 

Keynote Speaker Dr. Evelyn Brooks 
Higginbotham

continued next page
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pastor, I have come to understand the importance of building 

trust. I work hard to keep my commitments, set a positive 

example, apologize when I make mistakes, learn from my 

mistakes and know when to be available when people really 

need the presence of their pastor. I have come to discover that, 

when people know that you care about them, and value the gift 

of their contributions to the ministry, and they can count on 

you for consistent support, there is no limit to what pastor and 

people can do to carry out the mission and ministry of Jesus 

Christ.

As we embrace this moment, pregnant with hope, grace and 

untold possibilities, I leave you with the words of a one of my 

esteemed predecessors, Rev. Walter Henderson Brooks, pastor 

of Nineteenth Street Baptist Church from 1882 to 1945:

One thing, my Lord, I crave, 

Blessed fellowship with thee; 

Thy Spirit in me reigning, 

Thy likeness wrought in me.

As we sing aloud God’s praises, I believe that, together, we 

can build upon Nineteenth Street’s rich history of empowering 

preaching and teaching, Christ-centered worship, and a 

Christian witness that strives to share Christ’s love with others. 

Let me close with the words of the prophet Isaiah: “Eyes have 

not seen, ears have not heard, neither has entered into the 

hearts of men and women all of the great things God has in 

store for us.” v

Jaelen White and Matthew Little gave 
welcoming remarks.
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Banquet Smiles
All dressed up, church members and friends 

had a wonderful time at the Friday night 

installation dinner!
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Luncheon Honors New First Lady
By Virginia C. Lee

Saturday, February 18 will be remembered as the first time 

we were formally introduced to our First Lady, Dr. Laura 

Morgan Roberts. The theme of the luncheon to honor her was, 

”Answering the Call: Walking By Faith.”  

Presiding over this very special occasion was Sister Gloria H. 

Smith, co-chair of the Installation Committee. The lavender and 

white color scheme made the room seem warm and inviting for 

the 215 guests who attended. Family album pictures were on 

display around the walls and the draped tables featured center-

pieces of silver high heels festooned with pink roses.

The program highlights included songs of praise and celebration 

by Tami Hayes and company. DC Mayor Muriel Bowser 

welcomed First Lady Roberts and spoke of Nineteenth Street 

as a jewel and integral part of the fabric of the life of citizens 

of the city. Mary Elliott, curator of the Slavery to Freedom 

Exhibit at the National Museum of African American Culture and 

History, spoke of the role Nineteenth Street played as steward 

of the history and culture of African Americans. She spoke of 

our Church’s tradition of women serving in all capacities in the 

church and the community, as exemplified by social activist 

Nannie Helen Burroughs, who held the first organizing meetings 

of the National Council of Negro Women at Nineteenth Street. 

Rev. Cheryl Coleman Hall reflected on what it means to live a 

“lifestyle” of faith. “She noted that God has called on us to share 

our gifts and the gospel with others. God has called our First 

Lady to a new chapter in her walk in faith and is poised to do a 

new thing through her.”

Dr. Roberts’ lifelong 

friend Dr. Deborah 

Noble-Triplett, 

Provost at Virginia 

Commonwealth 

University, was the 

featured speaker. Dr. Noble-Triplett talked about our First Lady 

and the spirit connection that first brought them together. She 

shared that their friendship was created for a divine purpose 

and highlighted its evolution through scriptures of the Bible. 

She referenced Psalm 20:3-7 and explained that we have a 

couple grounded in their belief in God and trusting in His name. 

“Laura has found the balance in her life as a mother, pastor’s 

wife and professional person. She knows where she needs to 

be in the moment because she sits at the feet of the Master. 

This church has found someone who will come to know you. 

Who will be present and care for you and about you. Who will 

respond to you in the word. When you connect with her it will 

be a divine moment.”

Dr. Laura Roberts impressed the audience with her remarks (see 

the following page for the text of her remarks). The First Lady 

and her daughter Anaiah closed the afternoon celebration by 

singing a fitting duet, “In Your Presence.”

Other highlights of the luncheon included liturgical dancers 

Elsie Best and Monique Brown, presentations made by 

Ferlandia Townsend and Shirley France, and the wonderful food 

catered by Deaconess Hester Jones and a large contingent of 

volunteers. v
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A Full Circle Prayer
By Laura Morgan Roberts

Come twirl with me

Into a land of dreams

Nearly bursting at the seams.

Where petals bloom

Aromatic perfume…

And giggles float above.

Like bubbles dance

In giddy stance

Velvety carpets laden with love.

Come spin with me

Into a world of healing

Through transparent revealing.

A trip down memory lane

Reversing the pain…

A whirlwind of wrongs gone 

right.

Glimpse at my past

Toward a future flash

Holding on throughout the 

night.

Come wander with me

To places unknown

Full Circle: God’s Divine Orchestration
Luncheon Remarks of Dr. Laura Morgan Roberts

One of God’s greatest gifts to the sons and 

daughters of the earth is to bear witness to 

life coming “full circle.”  Today, we pay tribute 

to the divinely orchestrated collaborative 

that put us into position, and set things in 

motion, to manifest God’s 

perfect will. In Christ, 

our lives are, indeed, full 

circle journeys. We twirl 

into childhood, we spin 

through adolescence, and 

we wander into adulthood. 

While we are twirling, 

spinning, and wandering, 

God is orchestrating our 

orbit into a divine path 

of purpose. In the midst 

of our circling, God’s 

presence encircles us.

Many days, we wonder—

why must we wander? 

Our faith abides in appre-

ciating God’s ability and 

desire to bring full circle 

blessings into our lives.  God has granted full 

circle blessings to our spiritual and familial 

ancestors for centuries.  I invite you to refer 

to the powerful Biblical women in the book 

of Exodus, Chapters 1 and 2, who saved a 

nation through a series of courageous acts.

A midwife delivered a baby Hebrew boy 

under the cloak of Pharoah’s death decree. 

A Hebrew mother gave that son over to 

God’s hand, in the form of 

a basket floating down the 

river. A sister lingered by the 

waterfront, watching over her 

baby brother as he floated 

down the river. An enslaved 

girl and an Egyptian princess 

saw the abandoned baby in a 

basket, floating down the river. 

The princess made the bold 

choice to rescue this Hebrew 

baby, in direct contradiction 

of her powerful father’s orders. 

By his sister’s hand, the baby 

boy was returned to his birth 

mother for milk. The mother 

wore a humble façade to 

ensure her child’s survival and 

strengthen him for what lie 

ahead. When he was old enough, this baby 

Moses was returned to the princess, who 

raised him as her son.  As Moses grew strong, 

he drew upon the seeds that these women 

continued next page

continued next page
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had planted—mothers, sisters, midwives, 

foster parents, princesses, peasants, 

Hebrews, Egyptians, free women and slaves, 

God-fearing and pagan… They all brought 

Moses FULL CIRCLE to deliver the people of 

God out of bondage and into the Promised 

Land (even after decades of wandering 

and circling in the desert). This same God 

will deliver our sons and daughters out of 

darkness through our courageous, binding 

commitment to Lifesaving.  In the words of 

the poet Dr. Maya Angelou, we, too, are “the 

hope and the dream of the slave.”

I celebrate with deep humility and gratitude 

today for the generations of women who 

brought full circle blessings into my life 

through their faith and persistence. I stand 

on the shoulders of their faith in action.

God was there when an African American 

woman was serving meals to college 

students at the University of Virginia. And 

God was there, generations later, when her 

great, great granddaughter marched down 

the UVa lawn as an honors graduate. My God 

brings life full circle.

God was there when an African American 

woman enrolled at the University of Michigan 

in the 1930’s, but had to live off campus 

because Blacks weren’t allowed. And God 

was there when she graduated, and returned 

60 years later to witness her granddaughters 

earn master’s and doctorate degrees from 

her alma mater. My God brings life full circle.

God was there when a young African 

American widow told her brothers-in-law 

that she was fully capable of retaining 

ownership of her late husband’s share of 

the family business. God was there when 

she successfully grew and sustained this 

printing company on U Street in the District 

of Columbia for decades. And God was there 

when her great granddaughter became a 

professor to global business leaders.  My 

God brings life full circle.

God was there in the 1960s when a McKinley 

high school teacher, who had recently 

earned her master’s degree from Johns 

Hopkins, attended her cousin’s wedding. 

There, she met his groomsman, a Howard 

medical school classmate. She married him, 

and they soon moved to the Midwest, raising 

three daughters in Gary, Indiana. Thirty years 

later, their middle daughter was introduced 

(by her older cousin) to a young seminary 

student in Chicago (who had graduated from 

the same college as his future father-in-law). 

My God brings life full circle.

Full circle is standing in the room where my 

great aunt, Lillian Jorgensen Secundy Lynch 

worshipped and fellowshipped for years, as 

a member of this great church—and where 

I now stand, with my family, to serve God, 

God’s people, and God’s beloved community.

The curious zone

Dangers await

To slow our gait…

Revealing our hidden power.

Discovering our voice

Defining our choice

This is our finest hour.

Come orbit with me

We stay the course

In gravitational force

A steady path

Routine at last…

Defies uncertainty.

Retrace our steps

Deliver our best

To meet the world’s great need.

Come twirl with me.

Come spin with me.

Come wander with me.

Come orbit with me.

For who I was 

Found who I am

And together—with you—

We shall become 

Our roots.

continued next page
continued next page
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So many connections are in this room. Too 

many to count! We are here together, as a 

multi-generational, multi-ethnic, cross-class, 

interfaith group of Lifesavers! Just like the 

piece of candy, a full circle reminds us that 

our core purpose is to build connections 

that save lives.  We have different roles. We 

resonate with different rituals. We initiate 

different events. We appreciate different 

musical styles and tempos. We speak 

different dialects. Yet, God’s FULL CIRCLE 

ministry—a divinely orchestrated collabor-

ative has brought us all here, into this place, 

together. For this, we are immensely grateful 

to our Nineteenth Street Baptist Church 

family, who greeted us with open arms, 

smiles, and shouts of “Welcome Home!” We 

thank our family and friends, both near and 

far, who have journeyed with us to this place, 

leaving footprints on our hearts that will last 

throughout time.  May the beauty of God’s 

fellowship, and the wonder of God’s divine 

plan, sustain us always. v

Where endings are beginning

And beginnings are ending

And upside down is right

We are the seed that rejects 

the dark

And cleaves unto the light

We don’t know when

We don’t know where

We don’t know how to go.

But spinning, twirling, 

wandering and orbiting

Is how our Faith will grow.

v
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TRUSTEE TALK

Meet Your New Trustees
By Trustee Donza M. Poole

The Board of Trustees welcomed three new 

members in January, with the election of 

William Hoff, Jacqueline Ivey, and Carolyn 

Wilson. Each will serve a three-year term. 

Trustees John Jackson, William Quander, and 

James Rodgers were elected to second terms, 

while Trustee Juniors Thompson was elected 

to fill his first term after being elected last 

year to fill a vacancy. With this election, the 

Board is now fully staffed for the first time in several years with 

15 trustees. 

The Board also elected new officers: Trustee Franklin Smith is 

the new chair, Trustee Avé Cannady is the new vice chair, and 

Trustee James Rodgers was re-elected recording secretary. 

Trustees William Hoff and Jacqueline Ivey are serving as 

trustees for the first time, while longtime Trustee Carolyn Wilson 

is returning to the Board after having served previously. 

The Church Constitution provides that the Board of Trustees 

is responsible for management of the church’s finances 

and physical assets, and the new trustees bring a wealth of 

experience to this role. Trustee Hoff, a member of Nineteenth 

Street since 1986, brings 24 years of financial management 

experience to the position. “We are called to be good stewards 

of our blessings,” said Hoff, “and to use our gifts to benefit the 

church.” Trustee Hoff also uses his gifts as a member of the 

Men’s Chorus. Trustee Ivey is an experienced attorney who 

currently serves as an Administrative Judge with the Equal 

Employment Opportunity Commission. Many already know 

Trustee Ivey as a member of the Usher Board.

The Board of Trustees also will be well-served by its new 

chairman, Trustee Franklin Smith. Trustee Smith joined 

Nineteenth Street in 1991 after moving to the area to become 

superintendent of DC public schools, a position he held from 

1991 to 1997. He and his wife Gloria rejoined the church when 

they moved back to the area from Virginia Beach in 2013. 

Trustee Smith was elected to the Board last year. 

“After serving as an administrator for most of my professional 

career, I felt that I had some talents and skills that would benefit 

this church,” said Smith, who has put those skills to use on the 

Board, supervising the solar panel installation for the church. 

Trustee Smith, who is also a member of the Male Chorus and 

Men’s Ministry and serves as a Love Pal, said his favorite part of 

the church is the sanctuary. “When I enter through those doors, 

it becomes a safe haven for me.”

Trustee Cannady brings 30 years of government experience 

in human resources management to her role as vice chair. She 

joined the Church and the Usher Board in 2000. She became 

a trustee in 2013 and has since served as assistant disbursing 

officer and the trustee responsible for staff payroll and 

benefits. v
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Comforting Care Ministry to Offer 
New Grief Healing Program
By Deacon Leon Pierce

Nineteenth Street will soon join 

thousands of churches across the country, 

including Alfred Street Baptist Church in 

Alexandria, Virginia, First Baptist Church 

of Glenarden and Grace Community 

Church in Fulton, Maryland, in having a 

grief support group and recovery ministry 

entitled GriefShare. This ministry model 

helps many people find Christ-centered 

healing and will expand our Comforting 

Care Ministry. 

GriefShare is operated by Church 

Initiative in Wake Forest, North Carolina. 

Churches that purchase GriefShare 

materials are granted limited license 

for the use of the trademark when 

publicizing and utilizing GriefShare 

materials in conjunction with a church-

sponsored Gospel Ministry. The content 

of a GriefShare support group is built 

around three components: video, small 

group discussion and workbook. All 

three components are intertwined and 

essential for promoting effective results. 

GriefShare consists of 13 weekly sessions, 

designed to be repeated in regular cycles 

throughout the year. Participants are 

encouraged to attend more than one 

13-week cycle. It has been found that 

when members repeat cycles, they retain 

new information because they are at a 

different level of healing in their grief 

journey. 

GriefShare views the Bible as the 

“owner’s manual” for life. These concepts 

are presented in a sensitive, empathic, 

compassionate and comforting 

manner and will be of interest even to 

non-believers and people not familiar 

with biblical concepts. It is expected that 

participants from the community will also 

have an interest in GriefShare. 

Important tenets of GriefShare are that 

all information shared in group is strictly 

confidential and private, participants 

decide whether and what they want to 

share, and the integrity of the group 

is always maintained. GriefShare has 

promising aspects for our Church and 

is expected to be a blessing. Look for 

more information about GriefShare in the 

coming weeks. v

Welcome  
New Members

FEBRUARY 2017

Pastor Darryl D. Roberts

First Lady Laura Morgan Roberts

Sister April Massey 

Brother Michael Anthony Beale

Brother Rodrick Owens 

What is Lent?
Lent is the season between 

Ash Wednesday and Easter. 

In 2017, Lent begins on 

Wednesday, March 1. 

It is a time when Christians 

renew and recommit to their 

relationship with God. 

How will you grow during this 

Lenten Season?
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Finding Purpose
By Rev. Reginald Townsend, Associate Minister

God has a plan for our lives, a unique 

path along which He will guide us if 

we let Him. Whether we realize it or 

not, God has a direction for our lives, 

a divine calling, a path along which 

He intends to lead us. Jesus tells us to 

examine our own motives and conduct 

instead of judging others. When we 

don’t forgive others, we are denying 

our common ground as sinners in need 

of God’s forgiveness. It is easy to ask 

God for forgiveness, but difficult to grant it to others. According 

to the grace given to us, we have different gifts. 

Do not judge, and you will not be judged. Do not condemn, 
and you will not be condemned. Forgive, and you will be 
forgiven. Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, 
pressed down, shaken together and running over, will be 
poured into your lap. For with the measure you use, it will 
be measured to you. (Luke 6: 37-38) NIT 

The parable Jesus uses to illustrate forgiveness is taken from 

the measuring of grains in the marketplace. A “good measure” 

is provided abundantly by God. “Pressed down” inside the 

container and “shaken together” to create room for more until 

it is “running over.” This illustrates the rich blessings God will 

bestow upon those who are generous towards others. Jesus 

uses the picture of measuring grain in a basket to ensure the full 

amount. If we treat others generously, graciously, and compas-

sionately, however, these qualities will come back to us in full 

measure. We are to love others, not judge them. 

This is Christ’s law of forgiveness as written in the Gospels. We 

also see it in the Lord’s Prayer: “Forgive us our debts.” God does 

not forgive us because we forgive others, but solely because 

of His great mercy. Having received forgiveness, we will pass it 

on to others. Just as children imitate their parents, we should 

imitate Christ. His great love for us led Him to sacrifice Himself 

so that we might live. Our love for others should be of the same 

kind—a sacrificing service.

God has blessed each of us with unique opportunities to serve 

Him, and He has given us every tool that we need to do so. 

Today, accept this challenge: value the talent that God has given 

us, nourish it, make it grow, and share it with the world. After all, 

the best way to say “Thank You” for God’s gifts is to use them 

by passing the blessings on to others. v
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US Congressman Elijah E. Cummings 
Speaks  on Helping Hand Sunday

With high school senior Jadyn Wilensky

With award presented by Deacon Billy GayWith members of the Youth Ministry

With Helping Hand Club members
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Sanctuary Decorated for Black History Month
For the past 19 years, Jah Kente International, Inc. (JKI) has dressed the sanctuary at Nineteenth Street Baptist Church for Black 

History Month. JKI Founder and Curator Rufus Tiefing Stevenson has collected colorful African hand-woven textiles and artifacts 

over the years throughout Africa and uses them to nurture and promote the cultural spirit of Africa. This collection of textiles and 

artifacts are used to drape our sanctuary, transforming it into a beautiful and meaningful tribute to the ancestors. 

•	 Pulpit	and	choir	loft: The long colorful hand-woven intricately designed backdrop blankets behind the pulpit and covering the 

choir loft are known as marital bed nets, used by the nomadic Peule People of Mauritania/Mali/Niger/Chad/Nigeria. The blanket 

is commissioned for the wedding night. Wherever the married couple set up their tent, the marital bed net serves as inside wall 

decoration.

•	 Church	foyer: Decorating the standing frame in the church foyer is a green Adinkra 

cloth from the Ashanti people of Ghana, West Africa. Filled with round symbols, 

this design represents the King of all the ancient Adinkra philosophical symbols. It 

signifies leader and charisma.

•	 Windows: The red cotton strips hanging from each window are from Ethiopia. On 

each window ledge is a three-headed unity stand from Ghana, West Africa made 

from one single piece of wood. 
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continued next page

Mission Team Does God’s Work in Nicaragua
By Deaconess Pearl Sudduth

With the prayers and blessings of church family, Deacon Sandra 

LeSesne, Deaconess Pearl Sudduth and Sister Helen Diane 

Smith embarked on a mission trip to Bluefields, Nicaragua 

January 13–20, 2017. Our Nineteenth Street team went with 

members of Gideon Baptist Church: Minister Deborah Grinkley, 

Leader; Sister Gaylia Palacio and Sister Keilia Ciriaco. Our 

mission was to share “What being a Christian means—how 

it makes your life different and how this truly leads to Jesus 

Christ.” 

We shared our testimonies, 

prayers and the teachings of 

the Bible with the congre-

gation of Mt. Zion Baptist 

Church, pastored by Rev. 

Eli Simeon Hodgson, in 

Bluefields, Nicaragua. Pastor 

Eli, as he is lovingly called, 

had asked Minister Deborah 

if missionaries would come 

and share “Passport to Purity” 

on living a clean life with 

their children at the Vacation 

Bible School (VBS) while 

they were on school vacation. 

Their excitement became 

our excitement. Nineteenth 

Street and Gideon, who have 

previously worshiped together, 

partnered to bring the goodness of the Lord, hope, and love of 

Jesus Christ. Acts 1:8

Our mission was also to bring evangelism and love from our 

churches who shared in our experience through prayer, spiritual 

and financial support, and other ways. We had wonderful 

worship experiences, meeting with the women’s ministry, led 

by their very dedicated First Lady Sister Alba Hodgson. As 

soon as we arrived, we took part in their Porch Ministry, where 

twice a month teams go door-

to-door and pray for families 

on their porches and invite 

them to worship with them. 

We took part in consolation 

services with Pastor Hodgson 

to sing and pray with bereaved 

families. 

We had daily prayer and Bible 

readings with the VBS family. 

The children memorized 

scripture (e.g., Proverbs 15:13), 

sang songs and prayed for 

their church and families.

Our team provided small gifts 

to the children and our church 

shared the love of the Lord 

with a gift to the Mt. Zion 

Church family.Our Missionary Team.  Front row: Helen Diane Smith and Deaconess 
Pearl Sudduth, Second row center: Deacon Sandra LeSesne
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The team was blessed to visit three 

different islands to pray and fellowship 

with the people of Kukra Hills, Rollover 

and Pearl’s Landing Islands.

We look forward to sharing pictures and 

a discussion with Pastor Darryl Roberts, 

Pastor Laura Smith and our church 

families about our wonderful mission trip 

experiences. We are the better for it. v

You can see a YouTube video about the mission trip here:

You can see an interview with Rev. Eli and mission team members here:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XwwOT4vAO-8&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5r9e6EuZHes&t=39s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XwwOT4vAO-8&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5r9e6EuZHes&t=39s
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We Rock!
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Nineteenth Street 
Teens Attend the 
ROCK Youth Retreat
By Rev. Eddie Martin, Youth Minister

Interested in learning where over 20 of our teens 

were worshiping on February 3-5, 2017?

On the first weekend of Black History Month 2017, 

the Nineteenth Street Baptist Church Youth Ministry 

traveled to Ocean City, Maryland to participate 

in the annual ROCK Youth Retreat. The purpose 

of the Rock is to “allow youth and adults to take 

a step back from their busy lives and learn about 

the amazing love of Jesus Christ.” It is “designed 

as a retreat that focuses on presenting the Gospel 

message in an exciting, culturally appropriate way” 

for youth and adults to try to foster or strengthen 

their relationships with Jesus Christ. 

During the retreat, Nineteenth Street youth members 

had the opportunity to worship alongside thousands 

of young people from various backgrounds 

across the United States. They had the chance to 

participate in group conversations that ranged from 

resisting negative influences and toxic relationships 

to refining themselves as young Christian teens to 

be more effective witnesses for Christ. Overall, the 

event served as a great occasion for youth to build 

rapport with one another and with youth ministry 

leaders and to reflect upon how Christ continues to 

provide purpose for their lives. v

Wanted: Volunteers for The Epistle!
The Epistle is looking for volunteers to help generate, write and edit 

stories each month. This is a great way to meet and connect with other 

church members and be involved with the work of the church. It is also 

very rewarding to see the results of your efforts every month and know 

you are helping to improve communications to and within our church 

family. If you are interested or want more information, please contact 

Karen Williamson at 202-829-5973 or williamsonke@gmail.com.

mailto:williamsonke@gmail.com


25The Epistle | Vol. 38 No. 2 | March 2017

Congratulations to Our Outstanding Youth!
Our youth are amazing and are fanning into flame the many 

gifts that God has given them. Here are a few examples of how 

our youth are using these extraordinary gifts.

Logan Chambliss
On February 25, Logan Chambliss won the silver medal in the 

Fairfax Challenge, a regional fencing tournament that draws 

kids from the entire DMV region. A few weeks ago, Logan 

placed 8th in a national fencing tournament, the Capitol Clash, 

which qualified him to attend fencing nationals in Salt Lake City 

this summer. Before yesterday he was ranked #38 in the country 

for Y10 Epee men (10-year-old boys). His silver medal should 

raise his ranking. Logan is the son of Marque Chambliss and 

Sheryll Cashin.

Lindsay Sanders
Lindsay Sanders is featured in the BBC World 

Service radio documentary, “Michelle Obama: 

‘Black Like Me.” In this documentary, Lindsay 

speaks about the detrimental effects of colorism 

on African Americans—particularly young women 

of color.

Here is an excerpt	from	a	post	on	the	BBC	News 

website: “Since she was five, Lindsay Sanders noticed the subtle 

ways being black made her stand out. White classmates would 

touch her hair uninvited and say her braids looked like fuzzy 

caterpillars.

Now 13 years old, Lindsay is facing colorism, also known as 

shade-ism: discrimination based on the darkness of skin tone. 

Some of her friends have been driven to tears after getting 

picked on for their complexion. “It’s there, is real and it affects 

people.” Lindsay says. 

As an aspiring community leader, she wants people to rethink 

this preference and prejudice against women of color. Lindsay is 

the granddaughter of Deaconess E. Louise White and Bernard 

White and is the daughter of Karyn and Eric Sanders.

Alicia Dawson
At the D.C. State Athletic Association Track 

championship, on Tuesday, February 14, Alicia 

Dawson of Wilson High School received the MVP 

Award for Indoor Track and Field. 

An excerpt	from	a	Washington	Post	article 

said, “Wilson racked up 125.5 points, with Alicia 

Dawson accumulating 32, to dominate the girls’ 

team competition. Dawson’s winning leap in the triple jump—36 

feet 10 inches—was nearly two feet farther than her closest 

competitor, but the most surprising win for the sophomore 

came in the high jump, where she was the only one to clear 5 

feet 2 inches.

“It’s really great to know that I was able to make an impact on 

the team because I felt like my role was so little, but then it adds 

up in the end,” said Dawson, who also finished second in the 

long jump and fifth in the 55. “Plus, we had to send the seniors 

out on a good note.”

The coach said she is one inch shy of the necessary score in 

triple jump to qualify for nationals. Alicia is the daughter of 

Rose Dawson. v

http://www.bbc.com/news/world-us-canada-38735856
https://www.washingtonpost.com/sports/highschools/cadets-harrison-blazes-to-a-55-meter-title-at-dcsaa-championships/2017/02/14/a91ec910-f2f1-11e6-a9b0-ecee7ce475fc_story.html?tid=ss_mail&utm_term=.2918bf08f7a9
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MARCH

Wednesday, March 1 – Ash Wednesday Lenten Service and 
Lunch, Noon, Dr. Darryl D. Roberts preaching

Wednesday, March 1 – Evening Ash Wednesday Service at 
Mount Olive Baptist Church (Arlington, VA), 7 PM, 
Dr. Darryl D. Roberts preaching

Wednesday, March 8 – Lenten Service and Lunch, Noon, Dr. 
James E. Victor Jr., Pastor of Mount Olive Baptist 
Church preaching

Sunday, March 12 – Worship Service, including Ordination of 
Deacons and Installation of Deaconesses, 10 AM

Wednesday, March 15 – Lenten Service and Lunch, Noon, Dr. 
Lloyd T. McGriff, Pastor of Galilee Baptist Church 
preaching

Sunday, March 19 – Social Media Ministry Information 
Session, immediately following 10 AM Worship 
Service

Wednesday, March 22 – Lenten Service and Lunch, Noon, 
Rev. Cynthia Swann, Associate Minister of Mt. 
Bethel Baptist Church (Trafford, PA) preaching

Sunday, March 26 – Pastor’s Aid Club 70th Anniversary 
Sunday, 10 AM

Wednesday, March 29 – Lenten Service and Lunch, Noon, 
Rev. Cheryl Coleman Hall, Associate Minister of 
Nineteenth Street preaching

APRIL

Wednesday, April 5 – Lenten Service and Lunch, Noon, Rev. 
Taft Quincey Heatley, Pastor of Shiloh Baptist 
Church (Alexandria, VA) preaching

Saturday, April 8 – Church School Easter Drama Rehearsal 
and Easter Egg Hunt, 10 AM-2 PM

Saturday, April 8 – Progressive Adults Theater Outing, 
Twisted Melodies, Center Stage in Baltimore, 2 PM

Sunday, April 9 – Palm Sunday Worship Service, 10 AM

Thursday, April 13 – Maundy Thursday Supper, Communion 
and Foot Washing, 7 PM

Friday, April 14 – Good Friday

Sunday, April 16 – Church School Easter Presentation, 
8:45 AM, Fellowship Hall

Sunday, April 16 – Easter Sunday Worship Service, 10 AM

Friday, April 21 – Church Business Meeting, 7 PM

Sunday, April 23 – Women’s Day Worship Service, 10 AM  

Calendar

Sunday, March 12 – Daylight Saving Begins 
(set your clocks ahead 1 hour)
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