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biblical instruction, prayer, nurturing fellowship, 
and caring acts that are reflective of our love for 
God and one another.

We, through the power of the Holy Spirit, proclaim 
the Gospel and Jesus Christ to all people while 
supporting the work of missions in our church, our 
community, our country, and the world.
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PASTOR’S CORNER

Journey to Easter
By Rev. James A. Crosson Jr.

“Life is a journey not a destination.” The season of Lent 

involves a 40-day journey intended to grow our understanding 

of the Word and bring attention to God’s work in us. It begins 

on Ash Wednesday, continues through Holy Week with 

Maundy Thursday and Good Friday, and ends the Saturday 

before Easter. Sundays during Lent are not counted as part of 

the 40 days. 

The number 40 in the Bible usually has to do with some form 

of testing or probation. It is often said that “a faith untested 

cannot be trusted.” Here are some biblical references that bear 

out this adage. Forty days of rain in the great Flood (Genesis 

7:17), the forty days Moses spent on Mount Sinai (Exodus 

24:18), the forty years of Israel’s wandering in the wilderness (Deuteronomy 29:5), 

the forty days of Goliath’s taunting of Israel prior to David’s victory (1 Samuel 17:16), 

and the forty days of Elijah’s time of fear in the wilderness (1 Kings 19:8). In all those 

situations, God worked in His people, preparing them for special tasks.

Jesus, after being baptized, was led by the Holy Spirit into the wilderness where He 

fasted for forty days and nights and was then tested by Satan (Matthew 4:2). Jesus’ 

defeat of Satan using the Word made possible his ministry and our salvation.

Initially, Lent was a time of rededication for Christians. Preparations were made for 

those who were to be baptized. This included a time of concentrated study, fasting 

and prayer before their baptism early on Easter Sunday morning.

The Lenten Season is more than a matter of giving up meats, sweets, alcohol, smoking 

or other behaviors. We should focus on our daily conversations with God in prayer and 

seek a more complete understanding of the Word. We should ask for forgiveness of 

our sin, and be ready to forgive others. P
h

o
to

: 
K

a
re

n
 W

ill
ia

m
so

n

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ge+7%3A17
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ge+7%3A17
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ex+24%3A18
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ex+24%3A18
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Dt+29%3A5
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=1Sa+17%3A16
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=1Ki+19%3A8
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=1Ki+19%3A8
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Most importantly in our Journey to Easter, 

we must reflect on the sacrifice Jesus 

made for us. He was arrested on Maundy 

Thursday evening, crucified on Good 

Friday and buried in a borrowed tomb, 

and rose from the dead on Easter Sunday 

morning with all power in His Hand. Jesus 

made it possible for us to be reconciled 

to God when we accept him as our Savior.

This is our Journey to Easter. Let us use 

this moment to prepare our hearts to 

reflect on God’s abundance and forever 

celebrate what He has done for us on our 

spiritual journey. v

The Helping Hand Club Worship Service was held on Sunday morning February 14, 2016. During the church service, the Helping 

Hand Club presented the Nineteenth Street Baptist Church with a Gold Life membership from the National Association for the 

Advancement of Colored People (NAACP).

Deacon Billy F. Gay, Helping Hand Club liaison for institutional membership, presented the coveted Gold Life membership plaque to 

the Rev. James A. Crosson Jr., Interim Pastor of Nineteenth Street Baptist Church. Attending the presentation were Karyn Sanders, 

Helping Hand Club Sunday Worship Leader; Guest Speaker, Hilary Shelton, Senior VP of the NAACP; and Shelia Beale, President of 

the Helping Hand Club. v

NAACP Lifetime 
Membership for 
Nineteenth Street 
Baptist Church
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Pulpit Search Update
By Karen E. Williamson

The Pulpit Search Committee reports that 105 applications 

were received from candidates around the world seeking to 

be Nineteenth Street’s next Senior Pastor.  Of these, 81 were 

completed applications that moved to the next round of the 

process.  The committee is now engaged in the challenging task 

of reviewing these applications to determine which candidates 

will move forward.  The multi-step review and selection process 

will end with  inviting selected final candidates to visit our 

church to participate in our ongoing Guest Preacher Series.  

Candidates under consideration for the permanent position, 

however, will not be identified as such.   

Through the search process, the committee has identified 

the need to reconsider a provision of our church constitution. 

Written before the days of modern communications, the consti-

tution required that the names, churches and backgrounds 

of the final candidates be publicized for three weeks prior 

to a vote by the congregation.  This type of publicity would 

deter many serious candidates as it would compromise their 

relationships with their current congregations, especially if the 

candidate was not chosen.  Thus, the Pulpit Search Committee 

is requesting a waiver that would allow the names be withheld 

until the weekend of the actual vote.  In place of a three-week 

public notice period on each candidate, the search committee 

is proposing a full weekend of communications activities to 

ensure that church members have the opportunity to learn 

about the candidates and their backgrounds and to see videos 

of their preaching.  

The Pulpit Search Committee will be asking for a vote on their 

recommendation for a constitutional provision waiver at the 

April 22nd church business meeting.  The exact language was 

handed out at the January business meeting and is available in 

the church office.

The Pulpit Search Committee hopes that a new Senior Pastor 

for Nineteenth Street will be chosen in the not so distant future.  

More information about their progress will be shared by the 

committee and published in the Epistle as the process unfolds.  

You may want to be more attentive to the Guest Preachers who 

visit us. You never know, you may be hearing our next Senior 

Pastor. v
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Church Youth Attend The ROCK
By Edith Bullard-Britt

Twenty-seven youth traveled to Ocean City, Maryland the 

weekend of February 5–7 to join 3,000 young people at The 

ROCK. The ROCK is a powerful and fun-filled weekend that 

allows youth to take a step back from their busy lives and learn 

about the amazing love of Jesus Christ. It’s an opportunity for 

youth to more fully connect with God and their friends.

The ROCK is designed as a retreat with a focus on presenting 

the Gospel message in an exciting, culturally appropriate way 

for young people. The weekend was anchored by the theme 

“Let’s Get Ready To Humble” and the scripture Philippians 2:3, 

“Do nothing out of vain conceit or selfish ambition. Rather, in 

humility value others above yourself.”

Attendees were entertained by the bands Urban Street Level 

and 7EVENTH TIME DOWN and magicians Knights Illusions 

presented magic with a message. Throughout the weekend Dr. 

Benda Salter McNeil, an Associate Professor of Reconciliation 
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Studies in the School of Theology at 

Seattle Pacific University, presented the 

word in a manner that was relevant and 

engaging for the audience.

Our youth attended breakout sessions on 

topics, such as “How To Stop Bullying;” 

Toxic Culture;” “Ask A Friend,” that 

explored how to invite friends to church; 

and “Jesus In The Race Conversation.”  

And there was some down time as our 

youth enjoyed an afternoon of skating 

and a number of communal meals and 

discussion groups. 

All in all it was a successful and enlight-

ening weekend. v

Photos: Deacon Kevin Little
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Photo: Deborah Crain Kemp

Helping Hand Club Speaker Reminds Us  
Black Lives Still Matter
By Deaconess Mattie B. H. Gay

The 56th Annual Helping Hand Club Worship Service celebrated 

Black History Month on February 14, 2016 with keynote 

speaker Mr. Hilary Shelton, Senior Vice President and Director 

of the Washington DC Branch of the NAACP. He delivered a 

compelling and significant message on the theme, “Black Lives 

Matter—They Still Matter.” 

Mr. Shelton led us down the degenerate halls of injustices 

against people of color in this country leading up to the 

legislation enacted to rectify them. This was only accomplished 

through the strong advocacy of the NAACP and the help of 

many supporters. Specifically, he highlighted those key Black 

lives that mattered in changing hearts and minds to “let justice 

ring” in America. Finally, we were charged, not only as a church 

body but also as individual Americans, to take advantage of the 

card-carrying benefits of Lifetime Membership in the NAACP 

and to continue to support the fight for freedom.

 Surely, we all glimpsed a vision of the future—one of hope, for 

we all can make a difference to aid any hurting, disenfranchised 

segment of our community by offering love—as all human 

lives matter. The sponsoring Helping Hand Club and the entire 

congregation join together in saying, “Thank you, Mr. Hilary 

Shelton for this most timely message.” v
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Deacons in Training:  

Deborah Crain Kemp, Nathaniel Robb, 

Shawn Davis-Wilensky, Vernell Wooden, 

Russell J. Parker Jr.

Deaconesses-Elect:  

Monique Crawford, Pat Hodge,  

Hester Jones, Patricia Robb

Trustees:  

Avé Cannady, Dwight Crawford,  

Steven Jumper, Robert McNair, Donza 

Poole, Franklin Smith, Charles Sprow

Director of the Board of Christian 

Education: Patricia Robb

Church School Superintendent:  

Shirley France

Church Clerk: Deaconess Sageta Jackson

Assistant Church Clerk:  

Deaconess Sharon Miller

Treasurer: Oretha Chandler

Disbursing Officer:  

Trustee Dwight Crawford

Congratulations to Elected Officers
These church officers were elected at the February 12, 2016 business meeting.

Photos: Deacon Sandra LeSesne
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FOOD FOR THOUGHT

A Welcoming Church
By Virginia C. Lee

It is no secret 

that our culture is 

becoming increas-

ingly “secular.” 

What is most 

frustrating is that a 

lot of our churches 

still operate with 

the assumption 

that everyone 

knows about the 

church. Where I believe our church and 

others fall short is meeting people where 

they are and joining in on the conversa-

tions they are already having. We still 

seem to want people to meet us where 

we are.

Discussions at recent visioning sessions 

touched on how we can outreach to our 

community and let people know that 

our church exists. A majority of ideas 

touched on how we can create more 

attractive programs so the public might 

be more inclined to come and check 

us out. Not only do we assume that our 

neighbors know about the church, we 

also look at outreach through the lens 

of the question, “How do we get people 

into our pews,” rather than actually being 

missional. As disciples fully alive in Christ 

we should want to share our walk with 

others.

Our church is welcoming: joyfully, 

graciously and gratefully greeting all 

visitors. They garner our full attention 

for a moment. But a welcoming church 

can easily become a dying church. 

Welcoming suggests passively waiting for 

people to come to be embraced, much 

like our favorite pet anticipating and 

waiting for us to come home.

Yes, we need to be welcoming but more 

importantly we need to be invitational. 

That means taking a risk and putting 

ourselves out there for possible rejection 

when we invite people to our church. It 

means going out into the world, with all 

its distresses, and making contact with 

people and building relationships with 

them.

Or we can just wait and assume people 

are going to show up. The problem is 

they often don’t show up. In a techno-

logical age where we don’t have to see 

each other to communicate, we are going 

to encounter more and more people who 

don’t know the things about our faith 

that we might take for granted. And 

that’s okay.

No matter how welcoming we can be, 

we should not replace Jesus’ word to 

“Go” with “Stay and wait for people to 

come.” v

Virginia C. Lee, a 15-year member of 
Nineteenth Street, is a freelance writer who 
loves to read. She is actively involved with the 
Love Pal ministry and has contributed to The 
Epistle for many years. 
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God’s Daughters Have Fun While Helping Shelter
By Edith Bullard-Britt

God’s Daughters learned that no matter the circumstance 

every one has an idea of the perfect home. In January, God’s 

Daughters traveled to the Carpenter’s Shelter in Alexandria, 

Virginia to help with a very special project.

Carpenter’s Shelter offers shelter and supportive services to 

over 750 homeless and formerly homeless adults and children 

each year. In addition to shelter they provide rigorous case 

management, education, employment, health, and housing 

services to ensure that individuals are stably housed as soon as 

possible.

Running a shelter of this type takes money. Only 24% of 

Carpenter’s Shelter funding comes from government sources. 

The largest funding source is from individual contributions. The 

Shelter is always looking for ways to raise money and that’s 

Photos: Mary Parker-Lamm
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where God’s Daughters came in. 

On that rainy evening in January 

our girls worked with the children 

at the shelter, who ranged in age 

from 2 to 16 years old, to create 

pictures of their ideal home. 

The pictures will be turned into 

notecards, which the Shelter will 

sell to raise funds.

It was an evening of fun with a 

purpose and as we were leaving 

our girls wanted to know “when 

can we go back!!” v



13The Epistle | Vol. 37 No. 3 | March 2016

Church Uses William R. Greggs Trust Fund  
to Donate to Charities
By Robert L. McNair, Chair, Board of Trustees

Last December the Board of Trustees, 

in concert with Interim Pastor James A. 

Crosson Jr., selected two local charities 

to receive donations from a trust of the 

estate of William R. Greggs. The William 

R. Greggs Trust Fund has a longstanding 

tradition of bequeathing funds to 

Nineteenth Street Baptist Church to 

distribute to worthy charitable organiza-

tions engaged in activities to benefit the 

local community. In 2015, the Stoddard 

Baptist Home Foundation, Inc. and 

the Community of Hope, both located 

in Washington, DC, were selected as 

recipients of the designated funds.

Following delivery of the funds, repre-

sentatives of the Stoddard Baptist 

Home Foundation sent their thanks 

to the church and stated in their letter 

that “your most recent gift of $2,500 

towards the deficiency distribution for 

the fiscal year ending 2014 is greatly 

appreciated and will be used to support 

Stoddard’s daily and vital programs for 

the community.” The letter continued 

by stating, “We recognize that, out of 

countless organizations in the Greater 

Metropolitan Washington area, you have 

chosen to support Stoddard and for this 

we simply say thank you.” 

A letter from Community of Hope stated 

“on behalf of everyone at Community of 

Hope, your recent donation of $2,500 

provides essential healthcare, housing, 

and supportive services to families 

and individuals in need. For 35 years, 

Community of Hope has cared for 

families, improved lives and led to change 

in Washington, DC. With support from 

donors like you, this year we will provide 

housing, case management, and other 

life-changing services to 450 homeless 

families. Our health services will provide 

medical, dental, behavioral health and 

home visits to over 11,000 patients and 

enable individuals to receive affordable 

healthcare and achieve their goals.”

While scant information could be located 

regarding William R. Greggs, who passed 

away in June 1959, his last will and 

testament, dated May 1, 1956, directed 

that his church, Nineteenth Street Baptist 

Church, should receive a sum of money 

from his estate to distribute to not more 

than two worthy organizations annually. 

According to the Bank of America 

Philanthropic Office that administers 

his trust, funds have been dispersed to 

the church since 1959 to distribute to 

deserving organizations.

Recent local recipients of the William 

R. Greggs Trust Fund donations include 

the Scholarship Fund of Luke C. Moore 

Academy, the United Negro College 

Fund, the Scholarship Fund of Dunbar 

High School, the Scholarship Fund of 

Howard University, the Scholarship 

Fund of the University of the District 

of Columbia, and the Duke Ellington 

School of Art. v
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Jubilee Sunday & Global Missions Sunday: February 28

African drummers entertained congregation after worship service Guest Pastor Rev. Oscar L. Broadie Jr. of Carmody Hills Baptist Church 

Members of Global Missions MinistryDC Ward 4 Councilmember Brandon T. Todd with Deaconess Eloise Turner
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Rev.  James Crosson, Jr. with our Lenten guest speaker of February 24, 
Rev. Terry D. Streeter (r) of Mt. Pleasant Baptist Church and his wife.
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The Kandlelite Choir with director Deborah Crain Kemp

Choir members honored past and present Civil Rights Leaders and the Black Lives Matter Movement while singing the inspiring freedom song, 
We Shall Not Be Moved.

Ph
ot

o:
 D

ea
co

n 
Sa

nd
ra

 L
eS

es
ne



16The Epistle | Vol. 37 No. 3 | March 2016

FROM THE EDITOR
Karen E. Williamson

Are you receiving The Epistle in your inbox?

If you did not receive an emailed copy of The Epistle from 

Nineteenth Street Baptist Church (19thSt@everyblessing.

org), please send a note with your preferred email address to 

Epistle@everyblessing.org. We will help you get added to the 

distribution list.  

You can read current and past issues of The Epistle online 

at the church website, www.everyblessing.org. You can also 

print specific pages or entire issues, if you prefer a paper 

copy.

Have good news you want to share in The Epistle? 

Send announcements of weddings, engagements, births, promotions, new jobs, 

retirements, awards, graduations, performances and other news with a photo to 

Epistle@everyblessing.org.

Correction

Our new member’s name 

was incorrect in the 

February issue. Her name 

is Dollie Huggins.

Dollie Huggins

New Arrival

Trinita Gay Smith and James Smith  

are the proud parents of a gift from God.

Nasiyra Smith was born  

Tuesday, December 27, 2015  

weighing 8 pounds, 11 ounces. 

The grandparents are Deaconess Mattie 

B.H. Gay and Deacon Billy F. Gay.

Daylight Saving Time Begins: Set your 

clocks ahead one hour and change the 

batteries in your smoke alarms.

Sunday,  
March 13

mailto:Epistle@everyblessing.org
mailto:Epistle@everyblessing.org
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MARCH
Wednesday, March 2 – Lenten Service and Lunch, Dr. Alvin W. Dockett preaching

Sunday, March 6 – Dr. Cain Hope Felder preaching

Wednesday, March 9 – Lenten Service and Lunch, Rev. Keith Battle preaching

Sunday, March 13 – Rev. Jerry C. Cheatham Jr. preaching

Wednesday, March 16 – Lenten Service and Lunch

Sunday, March 20 – Palm Sunday, Dr. Lloyd T. McGriff preaching

Sunday, March 20 – Youth Church, 10:45 AM

Thursday, March 24 – Maundy Thursday Supper, Communion and Foot Washing, 7 PM

Sunday, March 27 – Church School Easter Program, 8:30 AM

Sunday, March 27 – Easter Sunday, Rev. James A. Crosson Jr. preaching

APRIL
Sunday, April 10 – Installation of Newly Elected Deaconesses, 10 AM Worship Service

Friday, April 22 – Church Business Meeting, 7 PM

Sunday, April 24 – Women’s Day, Rev. Yasmine Bell-Flemons preaching 

Calendar
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