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MESSAGE FROM THE EDITOR

Dear Church Family, 

I am delighted to resume publication of The Epistle newsletter in this new electronic 
version. We’ve set an ambitious goal to produce the newsletter on a monthly basis. 
Over the next few months, we’ll be experimenting with the format and testing new 
content.

We welcome your suggestions and feedback on what you like and what we can do to 
improve the newsletter. We also ask that you help by submitting personal and ministry 
news, photos and articles of interest for publication to Epistle@everyblessing.org.

If you do not receive an emailed copy of The Epistle, please make sure that the church 
office has your correct email address. Also, check that your spam filter is not blocking 
the newsletter from your inbox. The Epistle will be posted on the church website 
(www.everyblessing.org), so you can read them online or print off specific pages or 
entire issues.

I look forward to getting your feedback. Thank you for your support and prayers as we 
resume this important church ministry. 

In His Service,

Karen E. Williamson

Thank You, Kim Haney-Brown
We extend our gratitude to Kim Haney-Brown, who served as Editor of The Epistle from 2013 to 2015. During her tenure, she 
produced two outstanding issues and introduced a number of new editorial features and creative elements to The Epistle.  
We thank her for these contributions to the church communications ministry. We wish her well and pray that God will continue 
to bless her in the future.

mailto:Epistle@everyblessing.org
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PASTOR’S CORNER

Gratitude in the New Year
By Rev. James A. Crosson

As we look back over 2015, we do so with 
deeply felt gratitude for the many ways 
God has blessed, encouraged, comforted 
and strengthened us. There were times 
for tears, times for laughter, times of 
accomplishment, as well as opportunities 
to learn through failure. 

The Christmas season reminded us that 
God’s love and presence are ever among 
us, awakening us to new life, greater joy, 
and new and expanded opportunities to 
grow spiritually. We experience the power 
of God’s presence among us and find 
new strength in community that will 
accompany us through the new year. 
We can be sure that the new year will 
bring each of us new blessings and 
new challenges, and we can look to 
the year ahead with gratitude…

• Gratitude for all those saints 
who touched our lives and 
transformed us in one way or the 
other and made us who we are 
today.

• Gratitude for those who 
have given of themselves so 

completely in service to our country 
and our community. 

• Gratitude for family and friends, 
members past and present, whose 
love fills our lives and surrounds us. 

• Gratitude for home, for food and for 
companionship along life’s way.

• Gratitude for our beloved church 
and the multitude of ways God has 
blessed and continues to bless us 
through this community of faith.  

• And the foremost Gratitude for the 
new church year.  

Together we will use our strengths to 
meet the challenge of our congregation 
as we seek to make a faithful decision 
about where God is leading us in the 
days and years ahead. Your input is a 
crucial element to our process as we 
listen to the Spirit speaking to and 
through us. When we trust God, take a 
risk and try something new, we can see 
how blessings unfold.

During this period of transition, a special 
THANK YOU is extended to all who 
planned, created, encouraged, carried the 

ball, sold, poured, visited, purchased, 
prayed for and otherwise supported 
our church community.

This inaugural edition of a digital 
Epistle is a testament to what is 
possible when we dare to trust God 
who is ever at work among us. May 
the warmest of God’s love rest upon 
you and the embrace of Christ’s grace 
sustain you, and the energy of the 
Holy Spirit speak to your heart and 
life fueling our way onward, ever 
onward… v

Deaconess Irish Stovall gives Pastor’s Aid Club gifts  
to NSBC Ministers. Photo: Deborah Crain Kemp
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PULPIT SEARCH UPDATE

Dozens Apply to Be Our Next Senior Pastor
By Karen E. Williamson

When asked about the progress of 
the search for a new senior pastor, 
Deacon Gerald A. Young, chair of the 
Pulpit Search Committee, gives only an 
unrevealing smile. As with high-profile 
executive searches, success depends 

on maintaining absolute secrecy about 
individual candidates and most details of 
the process. The search for Nineteenth 
Street Baptist Church’s new senior pastor 
is no exception.

The process began in April, shortly after 
Rev. Dr. Derrick Harkins stepped down. 
A comprehensive self-study survey was 
completed by 209 church members.  Its 
results were combined with an initial 
list of issues and suggestions voiced 
at an April 19, 2015 town hall meeting. 
The findings were presented at an open 
meeting on September 13, 2015. Members 
of the self-study team included Charles 
Hall, Deborah Heard, Virginia Lee, Deacon 
Fred Leftrict, Deaconess Linda Leftrict, 
Deacon Johnnieque Love, Rosemary 
Massey, Franklin Smith, Gloria Smith and 
Gloria Spann.

The senior pastor job description was 
advertised on the church website and the 
websites of the DC Baptist Convention, 
National Baptist Convention and a 
number of seminaries. Applications were 
accepted from October 1, 2015 through 
December 15, 2015. The job description 
listed desired qualifications for the senior 
pastor, such as being spiritually gifted 
in leadership, relationship building and 
organization; demonstrating community 
leadership outside of the church; Photo: Deborah Crain Kemp
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the ability to fundraise; skill in using 
social and digital media; and a strong 
commitment to social justice. Applicants 
were asked to submit a resume, personal 
bio, personal statement of faith, proof 
of credentials, as well as a DVD/link 
showing the candidate preaching two 
sermons and teaching a Bible study class. 

The search committee has received 
dozens and dozens of applications from 
around the country, even some interna-
tionally. Most surprising was the flood 
of applications received the last week 
before the posting closed. Since the day 
the senior pastor position opened, the 
search committee has been diligent in 
receiving and examining applicants. 

The next steps will be to review the 
applicants to narrow the pool of 
prospects. Background checks and 
visits to potential candidates will occur 
in the coming months to determine 
which candidates will be invited to visit 
Nineteenth Street. The committee asks 
for the prayers of the church as they 
move forward. 

The committee has aimed to keep church 
members updated through monthly 
newsletters and reports at the quarterly 
church business meetings. The next 
committee report will be provided at the 
January church meeting. v

Pulpit Search Committee
Deaconess Dena Bowen
Trustee Emerson Bretous

Shirley France
Trustee John Jackson 

Deaconess Linda Leftrict
Deacon Sandra F. LeSesne

Emmanuelle St. Jean
Carolyn Wilson 

Deacon Gerald A. Young

Photo: Deborah Crain Kemp

“ Life’s most persistent 
and urgent question 
is: What are you doing 
for others?”

~ Martin Luther King, Jr.
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Spotlight on Interim Pastor Rev. James A. Crosson, Jr.
By Deborah Heard

Rev. James A. Crosson, Jr., now serving as interim pastor 
of Nineteenth Street Baptist Church, is well known for his 
dedication to the sick and shut-in. It is a mission he has followed 
since his early days in the church nearly thirty-five years ago.

“When I came to Nineteenth Street,” he said, “I placed my 
emphasis on visitation because there was a need to visit the 
sick and shut-in. I saw that, and I saw it as an opportunity to 
serve God and assist the pastor.” 

Making everyone feel loved and cherished is just as important. 
That process begins as soon as an individual steps into the 
church foyer. “People don’t look at titles,” he said. “People look 
at how they’re received. They need to know they’re welcome. 
Then, they can be open to receive the Lord.” 

Rev. Crosson’s commitment includes making home and hospital 
visits, serving communion, making phone calls and, sometimes, 
traveling long distances. His philosophy is simple yet profound: 

“They come to us when they’re well. I go to see them when they 
can’t come here.”

Recently, John and Loretta McClain’s son gave a testimony to 
Rev. Crosson’s dedication. He described his surprise when Rev. 
Crosson traveled to Illinois to visit his mother after his father 
had died. The couple had moved to be closer to their children. 
As Rev. Crosson explained, “They were dedicated members here. 
When they left, I told them ‘I’m going to make sure I come to 
visit in Illinois.’ I planned to go in the Spring. John died before I 
could fulfill that promise. I did get to see her in Illinois.” 

Photo: Deborah Crain Kemp
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In addition, for 10 years or so, Rev. Crosson and several 
members of the church have taken twice-monthly trips to a 
nursing home in Ellicott City, Maryland. The trips started when a 
church member was a resident there and continued because of 
the need. The Alzheimer’s patients, he said, “still remember the 
songs of old.”

His ministerial roles, which include conducting Bible Study on 
Tuesday evenings and Prayer Meeting on Thursday evenings and 
participating in the D.C. Baptist Convention and the Missionary 
Baptist Ministers Conference of D.C., increased substantially 
when he moved from assistant pastor to interim pastor in May 
after Rev. Derrick Harkins left for New York. Now, he is focused 
on a vision for the church during this transition. “My goal as 
interim pastor is to see the church grow,” he said. “Another is to 
prepare the church for the coming of the new pastor.” 

He has identified several areas to address: 

Connecting with the missing age group. How can we position 
ourselves to fill the gap of those who are out of college, in the 
22-to 35-year age range? He believes it is critical to find ways 
to reach a population that has access to multiple messages 
and various instruments of communication. “My prayer has 
been, ‘Lord, show us what we can do to get them here,’” he 
said.

Retaining new members. We must “close the back door,” he 
said. “People come in and they go out. What can we do to 
make sure everyone who comes in is engaged and that they 
stay in the church?” Having the pastor give them a call and 
ask “how are you?” and “are we meeting your needs?” will 
help.

Ensuring the stability of the total church campus. “In the 
past, churches in the downtown area moved because the 
environment isn’t secure,” he said, adding that acquiring 
neighboring property and converting it to ministry use may 
be necessary. “We should be looking at how we can prepare 
this total building for total usage. Be open to being God’s 
mega-church in the city. What do I mean by mega-church? 
Being open to receive all that God wants us to receive.”

As the city has changed and challenges have risen, he added, 
“we have to be thankful for those people who travel great 
distances to come back to Nineteenth Street. Every time I see 
one of them, it humbles me because they pass a lot of churches 
en route to Nineteenth Street.”

Rev. Crosson has been part of Nineteenth Street since 1981. He 
was ordained here in June 1985, but preached his initial sermon 
at Mount Sinai Baptist Church in Northwest Washington, under 
the leadership of Rev. David Durham. He still remembers the 
exact date and the sermon title: July 4, 1976, “Walls,” from the 
book of Joshua. 

Rev. Crosson retired after 38 years as a federal government 
employee. He worked at a number of agencies, including the 
Navy Yard, Department of Agriculture, Department of Health 
and Human Services, and the Social Security Administration. 

His roots are in Warrenton, North Carolina, where he was born 
to James and Cassie Crosson on Dec. 10, 1936. The family later 
moved to Washington, D.C., and he graduated from Dunbar 
High School after transferring there in the 10th grade. He earned 
a bachelor’s degree in Bible Studies from the Washington Bible 
College and later took classes at Howard University, George 
Washington University, American University and Capital 
Bible Seminary. He is married to Kattie Crosson, and together 
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they have six children and numerous 
grandchildren.

Looking back on his childhood, Rev. 
Crosson cites his Aunt Lizzie as having 
a major impact on the person he is 
today. When his parents first moved 
to Washington from North Carolina, he 
stayed in Warrenton for a year and lived 
with his aunt and uncle. “My aunt was 
the kind of person who never ever said 
anything about anybody that she would 
not say in their presence. … She said to 
me, ‘Now, remember, whatever you do 
reflects on your uncle and me.’ I loved 
her and didn’t want to do anything that 
would bring dishonor on my aunt and 
uncle.” 

Thinking about his current position as 
interim pastor, he has this request of 
church members: 

“I need their sincere prayers. I need their 
continued support. I’m looking at how 
can we leave the church in a better 
place.” v

NSBC Supports Marines and Toys for Tots

Photos: Deaconess Gloria Tisdale
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By Baptism

Brother Delante Allen

Brother Jack Anderson

Sister Devoya Robinson Boas

Sister Dayanna Robb

Sister Bria Saunders-Hall

Brother Tyus Westbrook

Brother Alexander Williams, IV

By Experience of Grace

Sister Abrielle Anderson

Brother Rolando Andrewn

Sister Patricia Andrewn

Sister Sharrone Brawnner

Sister Mary Ruth Darlington

Restored to the Church Rolls

Sister Debra L. Davis

Under Watch Care

Sister Christine M. Green

Our New Members in 2015

Photos: Deborah Crain Kemp
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FUTURE SEARCH UPDATE

Future Search Shows Results
By Deborah Heard

Nineteenth Street Baptist Church’s Future 
Search program, which was launched in 
November 2013 to envision and plan for 
our future, is making impressive progress. 
Church members can see evidence of 
that work throughout the building and in 
various ministries. 

Committees have held brainstorming 
sessions and taken actions during 
the past two years to ensure that we 
can serve God and the needs of the 
community. The program title is the 
guiding principle: “Nineteenth Street 
Baptist Church 2025: Honoring Our 
History, Forging Our Future.” 

The areas of emphasis, as decided 
by the 45 members of the church 
who attended that first session, are: 
Capital Improvements, Institutional 
Development, Enhanced Music Ministry, 
Operations, Outreach Ministries, Spiritual 
Growth, Targeting Programs for Adults, 
Technology and Youth Ministry. 

The intent of the Future Search work, 
as determined during the initial retreat, 
is to address several issues: 25- to 

40-year-olds visit but do not stay or join, 
the congregation is aging, the number 
of young family members is decreasing, 
digital communication is increasingly 
important and the aging building needs 
repairs.

Reaching these goals requires all of 
us. While the committees guide or 
participate in various projects, the 
support of church leaders and other 
members of the congregation is essential. 
For example, the roof project began 
outside of Future Search but was 
supported by the Capital Improvements 
committee. In addition, technological 
improvements, such as the installation 
of a new video system and the purchase 
of new computers, were made possible 
through donations from church members. 
Volunteers are still needed, especially for 
outreach and youth activities. 

With more participation, the church can 
do more. And, as several committee 
members described during the Nov. 
22nd review session, being able to serve 
creates testimonies of joy. 

To see the Future Search reports, 
which list the members of individual 
committees, contact the church office for 
a printed copy or contact Deborah Heard 
at dheard12@gmail.com for an emailed 
copy. Brother Charles Hall is chair of the 
steering committee. v 

Among the accomplishments  
since Future Search began…

• Youth minister was hired.

• Church roofs were replaced or 
repaired.

• Technology was added so services 
could be viewed over the internet.

• Facility was re-wired to improve 
internet, audio and video 
communication.

• NSBC won a grant to help support 
a family in D.C.’s One Congregation 
One Family outreach program.

• Railings were added to the pulpit.

• Church members were surveyed to 
determine needs and priorities.
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We Remember with Love  
the Saints We Lost in 2015

Deaconess Evada L. Adams

   Sister Helen Chavis Allen

Sister Katrinka Michelle Kelsey Augurs

Sister Velma Bonhomme

Sister Mazie Coleman

Sister Carmen J. Ellis

Deaconess Juanita Jackson Hamilton

Sister Rita Hart

Trustee Ursula Jackson Holmes

Deaconess Loretta Louise Collins McClain

Sister Marguerite Taylor Nixon

Deaconess Pauline Johnson

Deacon Roosevelt Martin Johnson

Brother John Palmer

Brother Judson Parker, Jr.

Sister Thalia LaVerna Taylor

Sister Maggie Washington

Trustee Yettekov Wilson

Sister Eleanora E. Winston

Deaconess Dorothy Worthy
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Church Retreat

Deaconess Linda Leftrict and Edith Bullard-Britt facilitate a discussion at the 
September 2015 Church Wide Retreat. The theme was, “If You Want to Walk on 
Water, You’ve Got to Get Out of the Boat.” The retreat weekend featured a Friday 
night dinner with entertainment and program sessions for all age groups on 
Saturday. Pastor F. Bruce Williams of Bates Memorial Baptist Church in Louisville, 
Kentucky delivered the Sunday morning sermon to conclude the retreat weekend. 
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RAISE THE ROOF UPDATE

Look Up… and then Beyond
By Donza M. Poole, Building Fund Committee Chair

Next time you’re in the sanctuary or the 
fellowship hall, look up and experience 
the beauty of the domed sanctuary 
ceiling or the star-illuminated fellowship 
hall ceiling.

Not long ago, both ceilings were marred 
by water stains from roof leaks. And 
sometimes, the view below wasn’t much 
better—seats roped off to avoid leaks in 
the sanctuary and buckets to catch leaks 
in the fellowship hall. Today, those views 
are a thing of the past, thanks to the faith 
and generosity of our church family and 
friends.

In 2013, when faced with three roofs in 
need of repair, we launched “Project 
Raise the Roof” to raise money for those 
repairs. In 2014, church members voted 
to obtain a loan for the most pressing 
roof needs. As we enter 2016, I’m happy 
to report that the roof work is done. But 
the fundraising remains. It’s estimated 
that the roof debt will total approxi-
mately $725,000, if paid by July 2019. 
As of November 30, 2015, we had raised 

over $348,018 leaving a 
balance due of approxi-
mately $376,982.

So look up, but also look 
beyond to see what you can 
do in 2016 as a steward of 
our church home to help 
retire this debt. There are 
many ways you can help—
make an offering, pledge 
or tribute gift donation, 
purchase a Fair Trade item, 
support a special event like last year’s 
gospel jazz concert and Stewardship 
Sunday, or give of your time. 

Visit “Project Raise the Roof” on our 
church website at http://everyblessing.
org/rtr-2/ for more information or email 
dmpoole@everyblessing.org. While on 
the website, consider making an online 
donation—it’s quick and easy. 

Look up, but also look beyond and 
consider what you can do to support 
“Project Raise the Roof” in 2016. v

 Donza Poole and Maya Jumper at fundraising 
bazaar for the Building Fund.

Raise the Roof Committee Chair Donza Poole is thanked  
on Stewardship Sunday by committee members  

Rev. and Mrs. Reginald Townsend. 
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http://everyblessing.org/rtr-2/
http://everyblessing.org/rtr-2/
mailto:dmpoole@everyblessing.org
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Nineteenth Street Bids Farewell to  
Rev. Derrick and First Lady Juli Harkins, April 12, 2015

Photos: Deaconess Gloria Tisdale and Deborah Crain Kemp
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Congratulations to…
Deborah Heard for being named executive director of the 
Hurston/Wright Foundation. The Foundation was created in 1990 
with a mission to discover, encourage and support writers of 
African descent and to ensure the survival of literature by black 
writers.  Deborah was a former assistant managing editor for 
the Style section of The Washington Post.  She is active in many 
church activities, including the Food Pantry, Future Search and 
The Epistle.

Dr. Julia V. Clark for being selected to receive a 2016 Distinguished Service Award 
from Rutgers University Graduate School of Education Alumni Association.  This award 
is presented to recognize alumni who have rendered outstanding contribution and 
service to the field of education or to the Graduate School of Education.  With this 
award, Julia will have received a distinguished alumni award from all of the institutions 
from which she has received degrees. Earlier she was recognized as a distinguished 
alumna by Fort Valley State University (undergraduate) and the University of Georgia 
(master’s).  

Karen E. Williamson for being elected board president of the YWCA National Capital 
Area.  Founded in 1905, the YWCA NCA serves women and young girls in the areas of 
adult education and training and youth mentoring and development. Its mission is to 
eliminate racism, empower women and promote peace, justice, freedom and dignity 
for all. At church, Karen is a member of the Christian Mite Society and editor of The 
Epistle.  

From 

“A Little Bit of  
My Every Thought”  

By Mark Stevens

I Am Pleased to say, that you fill my 
eyes with tears

Lord you are so kind to me,

You let me have air to breathe.

You allow me, to move around,

You know all of my ups and downs.

In life’s hard times, you are always 
kind;

You stimulate my mind, thinking back 
in time,

Through the years and through all of 
my fears.

Thinking of kind thoughts that echoed

through my ears,

remembering all your greatness,

You fill my eyes with tears.

You mean everything to me,

My Lord and Savior I love Thee.
Have good news you want to share in The Epistle?  

Send announcements of weddings, engagements, births, promotions, new jobs, 
retirements, awards, graduations, performances and other news with a photo to 

Epistle@everyblessing.org.

mailto:Epistle@everyblessing.org
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Church Elections Set for Annual 
Business Meeting on January 15
The following persons have been nominated in writing to fill church offices in 2016. 
Please come out to the meeting on Friday, January 15, at 7 pm to cast your vote.

Deacons (5 vacancies): 
Deborah Crain Kemp,  

Shawn Davis-Wilensky, Nathaniel Robb, 
Vernell Wooden, Russell J. Parker, Jr.

Deaconesses (4 vacancies):
Monique Crawford, Pat Hodge,  

Hester Jones, Patricia Robb

Trustees (5 vacancies):
Trustee Ave’ Cannady, Trustee Dwight 

Crawford, Trustee Steven Jumper,  
Trustee Robert McNair, Donza Poole, 

Franklin Smith, Charlie Sprow

Director of the Board of Christian 
Education (1 vacancy):

Patricia Robb

Church School Superintendent (1 vacancy):
Shirley France

Church Clerk (1 vacancy):
Deaconess Sageta Jackson

Assistant Church Clerk (1 vacancy):
Deaconess Sharon Miller

Treasurer (1 vacancy):
Oretha Chandler

Disbursing Officer (1 vacancy):
Trustee Dwight Crawford

The Nominating Committee is chaired 
by Elvinese Smith Wyche, and members 
are Catherine Cheatham, Karen Sidney 
Drumgold, and Barbara DeLaine Jumper.

January

15
Annual Business Meeting

“The True Spirit”
By Kailee Beckham

The true spirit of Christmas has been 
lost,

Frozen in the Christmas Frost

What was once a time rich with 
meaning of our Lord and savior 
Jesus Christ

What’s meant to praise him, him and 
his birth

Has lost almost all its worth

Now we think Christ is born! There’ll 
be presents and a tree

But is that what Christmas really 
should be?

This fault, people, this goneness of 
truth exercised too fully by our 
youth.

So I call to our young ones to put 
aside themselves

Tone down all the gifts and the “me, 
me, me!”

And instead let Jesus to the top of the 
Christmas tree

Kailee Beckham, 13, is a student at 
National Cathedral School in Washington. 
She also was a youth teacher/assistant 
during Vacation Bible School.  
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A Few Special Moments from 2015

Photos: Deaconess Gloria Tisdale and Deborah Crain Kemp
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CALENDAR
JANUARY 

Sunday, January 3 – Worship Service, Rev. James Crosson preaching

Sunday, January 10 – Usher’s Day, Rev. Adamio Boddie preaching

Friday, January 15 – Church Business Meeting, 7 PM

Sunday, January 17 – Worship Service, Rev. Cheryl Coleman Hall preaching

Sunday, January 17 – Youth Church, 10:45 AM

Monday, January 18 - Martin Luther King Jr. Holiday

Saturday, January 23 – Music Ministry Concert, 4 PM, Jazz Pianist Dwayne Adell performing

Sunday, January 24 – Worship Service, Dr. Wallace Charles Smith preaching

FEBRUARY
Tuesday, February 9 - Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper

Wednesday, February 10 -  Ash Wednesday Lenten Service and Lunch, Noon

Sunday, February 14 – Helping Hand Sunday 

Wednesday, February 17 – Lenten Service and Lunch, Noon

Sunday, February 21 – Youth Church, 10:45 AM

Wednesday, February 24 – Lenten Service and Lunch, Noon

Monday, February 22- President’s Day Holiday

Sunday, February 28 – Jubilee & Global Missions Sunday
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