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THE PASTOR’S CORNER

A Fresh Start Following God’s Plan
By Rev. Lorise White Wolfe

Greetings Family!

How’s your “fresh start” going so far? It’s 

been over 30 days since you made some 

resolutions, promises, commitments, and 

even oaths about what you will keep 

doing, what you plan to do, and what 

you never want to revisit again. 

It’s 2020, and there’s been a lot of 

excitement about the new decade and 

what it represents. People have been 

using new year sayings, such as “I’ve 

got 20-20 vision” or “I can see clearly now.” Maybe you have 

made your own declarations about this new season and have 

decided to open a new business, travel the world, or follow a 

new diet and exercise plan. Or you may have chosen to pursue 

a hobby, volunteer, or make time for self-care; but whatever it 

is, you have resolved to do some things differently. Yes, some of 

us are following the often-used cliché – “I’m writing the vision 

down and making it plain,” documenting it in a new journal, or 

attending vision board parties where we illustrate this fresh 

start. 

All these are good things but how do you keep your promises 

and have them embedded in your heart? How do you honor the 

promises you made to yourself? What is God’s plan for you? 

Have you checked in with Him to know if what you’ve seen, felt, 

heard, or even whispered in your heart is His direction for your 

life?

The good news is that you do have a way to see if this is 

authentic and real for your life. Seek the Lord, the author and 

finisher of your fate, the One who knows and holds your destiny 

in His Hands. Ask Him, and He will reveal it to you through His 

Holy Spirit. Ask yourself: Am I aligned with His will for my life? 

Left to your own devices, you could spend valuable time and 

money on things that do not benefit you, remain connected to 

people who do not share your values, or continue to hang out 

in places that are not best for you. Repeat to yourself, my fresh 

start must be linked to His Will.

A new decade calls for new ways of doing things. Your path 

to discovering the new thing is found in spiritual disciplines—

worship, prayer, praise, fasting and meditation (i.e., quiet time 

with God). Prayerfully, you and I will recommit or revisit these 

steps. Or maybe you are already following these practices. If so, 

I encourage you to reach out to a sister or brother with loving 

support and stand in agreement with them as they desire to 

grow closer to Him. 

Our ability to seek God’s direction shows us that we are 

maturing in the spirit and know that with God, all things are 

possible. Here’s to a fresh start, following God’s plan for us! v
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continued on next page

TRUSTEE TALK

Church Enters New Decade with New Upgrades 
By Trustee Donza M. Poole

It’s been a busy two months at the church. With improvements 

to the church facilities, new members added to the Trustee 

Board, and a praise report on giving, the new year and new 

decade are off to a blessed start.

Prayer Garden Debuts
The transformation of the concrete courtyard outside of the 

breezeway into a more environmentally-friendly prayer garden 

is nearly complete. Construction began in December and ended 

mid-January. All that remains is to add benches and plants and 

trees this spring. The prayer garden was constructed at no cost 

to the church. The beautiful addition was paid for out of the 

RiverSmart Communities Grant the church received last year to 

help reduce water pollution to local waterways. By changing 

from a non-permeable surface like concrete to permeable 

pavers and by increasing the garden area, more rain water will 

be absorbed into the ground and cleaned naturally, before 

reaching local waterways. The change to a more permeable 

surface will also reduce the church’s water bill. We will select a 

name and dedicate the prayer garden in the coming months. 
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The Church Marquee Goes Digital
The prayer garden wasn’t the only change to the church’s 

exterior in recent months. In December, the church marquee 

(the outdoor sign) was replaced with a new digital marquee. 

The new marquee will allow the church to display general 

information, such as service times, and enable us to show more 

welcoming messages and timely information about church 

activities. It should go a long way in helping to spread the word 

about Nineteenth Street to the thousands of people who walk 

or drive by the church each day. 

A New Sound in the Fellowship Hall 
You may have noticed construction going on in the fellowship 

hall in recent weeks. Work to upgrade the hall’s audio/video 

system is in process. The upgraded sound system will deliver 

concert-quality audio that will better serve the congregation, 

as well as others using the space. The church family recently 

experienced some of what’s to come when the Men’s Ministry 

hosted a tailgate party to watch the AFC championship football 

game on the new widescreen TV. 

A Busy Day of Online Giving on December 31
The church ended 2019 on a very positive note, with a 

substantial amount of contributions coming in during the last 

few days of the year. Notably, nearly 40 percent of those contri-

butions came in online on December 31, with several members 

opting to use the church’s Givelify app and PayPal service to 

make their final contributions of the year. These end-of-the-

year gifts helped the church end its budget year in the black 

and were greatly appreciated. For more information on the 

church’s online giving options, visit the church website at 

www.everyblessing.org. 

Financial Statements Mailed
It’s also time to thank the church family for the generous tithes 

and offerings given in 2019. Contribution statements for 2019 

were mailed last month to church members and contributors 

assigned an envelope number. Members should receive their 

statements by the end of January. 

The church also sent IRS Forms W-2 to church employees and 

IRS Forms 1099 to independent contractors. Recipients of those 

documents should also receive them by the end of January. 

Members, employees, and contractors will receive their 

statements and tax forms at the addresses they provided to the 

church. If you do not receive your 2019 contribution statement, 

Form W-2 or Form 1099, check with the church office to see if 

continued on next page

http://www.everyblessing.org
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Lent at Nineteenth Street
The Period of Lent—a time of prayer, self-denial, penitence and spiritual 

refreshing for God’s people—is approaching. 

Observance of the Lenten Season at Nineteenth Street begins with our 

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper on February 25 at 5:30 PM. This annual 

event is sponsored by The Progressive Adults. 

Wednesday Lenten Services will begin on Ash Wednesday, February 

26, and will continue each Wednesday through April 1. This one-hour 

service is held in the sanctuary at 12 PM and is followed by lunch in the 

fellowship hall. All parties of five or more who plan to stay for lunch 

must call the church office at 202-829-2773 to reserve seating. Please 

join us.

Volunteers are still needed for the Wednesday Lenten services. Call the 

church office (202-829-2773) to leave your name, phone number and 

email address if you can volunteer. 

A Lenten Devotional, prayer line and fasting suggestions will be 

distributed before Lent begins to help guide church members through 

this season of preparation and reflection. v

your preferred mailing address is recorded correctly 

or if your Form W-2, Form 1099 or contribution 

statement has been returned.

If you have questions about the financial statements, 

contact Treasurer Shirley France or the church office 

at 202-829-2773.

Trustee Board Welcomes Two New Trustees
The Trustee Board welcomed two new trustees, 

Michael Beale and Robert McNair, elected at the 

January business meeting for their first terms. 

Trustee McNair previously served two terms on the 

Board. Trustee Beale is joining the Board for the first 

time. In addition, Trustees William Hoff, Jacqueline 

Ivey, and Carolyn Wilson were each elected to a 

second three-year term.

The Board also elected the following new officers 

for 2020: Franklin Smith as Board Chair, Emerson 

Bretous as Vice Chair, and Donza Poole as Secretary.

Mark Your Calendar – Annual Benefit Golf 
Tournament
The 24th Annual Rosemary & John H. Brinkley 

Memorial Golf Tournament will be held at Enterprise 

Golf Course in Mitchellville, Maryland on Monday, 

June 29, 2020. Look for additional information in 

future issues of The Epistle, and feel free to contact 

Trustee Charlie Sprow anytime if you are interested 

in participating as a player or sponsor. v



7The Epistle | Vol. 41 No. 1 | February 2020

continued on next page

Connecting through the Fruit of the Spirit
By Siera Toney, Member Care Coordinator

Over the course of the last few months, many members of 

Nineteenth Street have received phone calls, had face-to-face 

conversations, and received other forms of communication 

regarding the new Fruit of the Spirit groups. Many recalled the 

Circle Ministry and learned that it has been reorganized into 

Fruit of the Spirit. The group names are based on Galatians 

5:22-23:

“The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. Against 

such things there is no law.”

At the core of the Fruit of the Spirit’s mission is the importance 

of STAYING CONNECTED to God, to one another, and to the 

life, ministry, and community of the church. This connection is 

maintained through consistent contact with our membership, 

whether monthly or quarterly, in whatever mode desired (phone 

call, text message, email, in-person, social media, card, etc.). 

This contact is to ensure that no one falls through the cracks 

and that each member is having a positive experience as part of 

the Nineteenth Street Baptist Church family and our extended 

community.

The groups are still organized by zip codes, but some members 

are grouped by family unit, which could make their group vary 

from the zip code breakdown. See the accompanying table for 

the groups and deacons assigned to each.

The Board of Deacons, especially your assigned group deacon 

mentor, is currently at your service as a source of connection, 

care, and even comfort and support in challenging times. The 

deaconesses also have a phenomenal track record of contacting 

FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT GROUPS
Name Zip Codes Deacon Mentors

LOVE 20001 thru 20011 
Family last names  
beginning A-G

Sandra LeSesne
Jessie McCrae

JOY 20011
Family last names  
beginning H-Z

Howard Smith
Michael Bonner

PEACE 20012 Gerald Young
Deborah Crain Kemp
Kenyatta Hobson

PATIENCE 20013 thru 20018 Nathaniel Robb
Johnnique Love
Shawn Davis-Wilensky

KINDNESS 20019 thru 20712 Harrison Lightfoot
Stanford Britt
Oddie Stevens

GOODNESS 20715 thru 20769 Roy Smith
Donald Rankin
Kevin Little

FAITHFULNESS 20770 thru 20855 Joe Sudduth
Peyton Lively
Leon C. Pierce Sr.

GENTLENESS 20866 thru 20905 Yvonne Dickson
Russell (RJ) Parker Jr

SELF-CONTROL 20906 thru 21794 
20165 thru 23513
Out of Area 

Billy Gay
Fred Leftrict Jr.
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and caring for our membership. As 

Membership Care Coordinator, I also 

am contacting members. Members 

are still being contacted; so if you 

have not heard from anyone yet, do 

not lose heart! 

Here are three things you can do 

to prepare for a Fruit of the Spirit 

check-in call: 

• Make sure that your voice 

mailbox is set up and able to 

receive messages. 

• Call the church to ensure that 

the database team has the most 

up-to-date phone number and 

email for you and that incorrect 

contact information is updated. 

• Use your caller ID to differ-

entiate calls from scammers 

from those from the church. My 

office number is 240-437-4571, 

the church office number is 

202-829-2773, and the church 

robocall number begins with 

202-291-XXXX. 

If you are unsure who your deacon 

mentor is, would like to update 

your contact information, share 

your preferences for frequency 

and mode of contact, or are 

experiencing some challenge that 

impedes staying connected to the 

church family, please contact me at 

siera.toney98@gmail.com.

You can also use this link to a 

Google Form to tell us your contact 

information and preferences: The 

deacons will use your responses 

to best serve you. Look forward to 

hearing from them this year! We are 

blessed to be connected to you, and 

we pray that these groups yield a 

great harvest of spiritual fruit in your 

life! v

New Members 

Received the  
Right Hand of Fellowship

Sister Dorothy Burgess

Sister Deborah Drummond

Brother Larry F. X. Williams

By Experience of Grace
Sister Deea’ Smith

From L to R: Brother Williams, Sisters Drummond 
and Burgess during reading of church covenant.

Check out and follow our social media accounts: 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/Everyblessing.org

Instagram: www.instagram.com/explore/tags/nsbcdc

Twitter: twitter.com/_nsbcdc

Watch broadcasts of our weekly Worship Services on YouTubeY 

mailto:siera.toney98@gmail.com
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeJWKpM6ETQrgos0p5H3lV3qC5saTamyEuMIxypFBwAZAu1mA/viewform?usp=sf_
https://www.facebook.com/Everyblessing.org/
https://www.instagram.com/explore/tags/nsbcdc/
https://twitter.com/_nsbcdc
https://www.facebook.com/Everyblessing.org
http://www.instagram.com/nsbcdc
http://twitter.com/_nsbcdc
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UClL8xG5-YbTSRVVx1odHcZA
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Celebrate History on Jubilee Sunday – February 23
By Trustee Donza Poole

Are you ready for Jubilee Sunday? The church’s annual 

celebration of African American History Month is set for Sunday, 

February 23. It’s a time when we praise God as we trace our 

journey from Africa to the present day.

This year marks the 18th year of Jubilee Sunday at Nineteenth 

Street. As in years past, there will be a special worship service 

followed by African drumming and a reception featuring 

authentic Kenyan cuisine curated by Nineteenth Street’s own 

Tolani Rufai. 

There will also be a marketplace featuring local vendors offering 

many unique items. It will be a wonderful opportunity to shop 

local and support area African American entrepreneurs. Joining 

the marketplace this year, will be a local Girl Scout troop with 

your favorite Girl Scout cookies. In addition, the Building Fund 

Committee will be on hand with Fair Trade foods and crafts, 

many from the African diaspora. Proceeds from the Fair Trade 

sales will benefit the church’s Building Fund for capital improve-

ments and repairs.

Jubilee Sunday is truly a unique experience. For some, it may 

be the first time tasting African foods—dishes like jollof rice, a 

long grain rice and vegetables in tomato sauce, or Moin-Moin, a 

bean pudding made with peeled black-eyed peas blended with 

tomatoes, red bell peppers, spices, eggs and corned beef. Sister 

Rufai, who was born in Nigeria, takes great care to bring the 

church the best in traditional West African cuisine each year.

The day will also be marked by the sounds of African drumming 

from Melvin Deal and members of his performing arts 

group, African Heritage Dancers & Drummers. Deal, a native 

Washingtonian and graduate of Howard University, founded 

the leading performing arts group specializing in West African 

dance, music and culture in 1973.

Everyone is encouraged to wear African attire on Jubilee 

Sunday. Look for all manner of African stylings that day—

everything from fashions made of Kente cloth and mud cloth to 

Kitenge, Adire, and African wax prints. 

But no matter what you wear, be it from the motherland or the 

mall, we invite you, your family and friends to join Nineteenth 

Street Baptist Church on Jubilee Sunday for a day of spirit-

filled worship, followed by the sounds, tastes and culture of the 

African diaspora. You won’t want to miss this unique worship 

and fellowship experience, as we trace the journey of a people 

from Africa to the present day. v

Jubilee Sunday 2019
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continued on next page

180th Anniversary Ends with Day of Thanks
By Wilma F. Bonner, 180th Anniversary Committee Co-Chair

The year-long celebration of Nineteenth 

Street Baptist Church’s 180th Anniversary 

culminated on Sunday, December 29, 

with a special service of thanksgiving, 

a reception, and the unveiling of a 

historical quilt. Associate Minister Rev. 

Edward Turner delivered a powerful 

message on the goodness and grace 

that God has bestowed upon Nineteenth 

Street for over eighteen decades. Under 

the direction of Sunday School teacher 

Dorothy Curtis, church youth gave short 

overviews of the Seven Principles of 

Kwanzaa, a traditional African holiday of 

harvest. The short overviews included 

information on the intersection of ideas, 

strides, and the spirit of church ancestors 

over almost two centuries. The liturgical 

dancers, in colorful garb, performed a 

traditional African dance to powerful, 

native drum beats that resonated 

throughout the sanctuary and ushered in 

the sermon. 

Following the memorable service, the 

congregation moved to the Wyatt A. 

James Fellowship Hall for the closing 

reception and quilt unveiling. The 

7 x 10-foot quilt captures pictures and 

documents chronicling 180 years of the 

people, teachings, and events of the 

church. The quilt, which reflects the 

creative combination of technology 

and the art of quilting, was designed by 

Rachelle Ferguson Washington, a church 

member for over fifty years. As she 

assembled the various artifacts used to 

construct the quilt, she noted memories 

of participating in many of the activities 

captured in her masterpiece. 

The Anniversary Steering Committee 

has expressed great appreciation for the 

overwhelming support of the multiple 

events and gatherings for this milestone 

year. The outpouring of support from 

our entire church family attests to their  

commitment to continue building “upon 

this rock…” we call Nineteenth Street 

Baptist Church. 

180th Anniversary Steering Committee (see names on p. 12)



11The Epistle | Vol. 41 No. 1 | February 2020

The full calendar year included:

• Simulated march around the church representing the 
church’s move from 19th & I Streets to 4606 16th Street 

• Forum on the Black Presence in the Bible

• Collecting of family oral histories 

• Modification and rededication of the stained glass window in 
the Prayer Alcove 

• Church family theater outing to see Jubilee at Arena Stage

• Youth oratory competition focused on the role of history 

• “Parade of Brides” production 

• 180th Anniversary Banquet

• Special 180th Anniversary Worship Service

• Worship and Picnic in the park 

• Forum on the “100 Year Mission to Create the National 
Museum of African American History and Culture” 

• Memorabilia Shop

• Final Service of Thanksgiving

Steering Committee cochairs Wilma Bonner (far left) and  
Rukiya Bonner (far right) with Pastor Roberts and  

quilt designer Rachelle Ferguson Washington
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Members of the 180th Steering Committee

Rev. Dr. Darryl D. Roberts, Senior Pastor

Rukiya Bonner & Wilma Bonner, Cochairs

Edith Bullard-Britt

Deacon Deborah Crain Kemp

Dorothy Curtis

Deacon Shawn Davis-Wilensky

Barbara DeLaine Jumper

Vialetta Graham

Rev. James Harris

Deaconess Hester Jones

Deaconess Brenda Lightening-Tolbert

Rosemary Mills Massey

Minister of Music Kenneth Peagler

Deaconess Patricia Robb

Ann Saunders

Trustee Franklin Smith

Deacon Howard Smith

Robin Smith

Deaconess Eloise Turner

Deaconess E. Louise White

Robin Williams

Karen Williamson Rev. Edward Turner
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Why Sagging Pants?
By Rev. Reginald Townsend, Associate Minister

The African American poet laureate Langston 

Hughes provided a very creative analysis of 

Black America in his 1951 poem, “Harlem,” in 

which he writes, “What happens to a dream 

deferred?” The poem has strong implica-

tions for young people in 2020. Many of our 

youth today have become disillusioned by the 

American Dream, cultural hegemony and race 

relations. Sagging pants, wearing pants below the waist so that 

undergarments are showing, is a manifestation of revolt.

In his book, Bringing the Black Boy to Manhood: The Passage, 
African American psychologist, scholar, and author Nathan 

Hare helps us understand this provocative behavior as an act 

of defiance directed towards the majority society. Sagging 

is an overt act of social defiance brought on by years of 

marginalization. 

The wearing of pants below the waist so that undergarments 

are showing is not new in the African American community. 

Although young males overwhelmingly favor this sartorial fad, 

it is not limited to them. Young women, at times, have likewise 

indulged in the urge to sag. 

Dr. James Cone, in his book The Cross and the Lynching Tree, 
believed that the practice began in slavery. Sagging was a form 

of humiliation and shame used to achieve the goal of “breaking 

the buck.” Slave masters used this process to punish male slaves 

who were considered renegades. The slave would be beaten in 

front of a slave congregation, forced to stand on top of a tree 

stump with his britches completely removed to expose him to 

the entire gathering. As a demonstration of being broken, the 

slave had to wear his trousers sagging.

Many people today believe that sagging initially began in 

prisons and, after some time, was adopted by African American 

youth outside the prison walls. The practice has worked its way 

into hip hop culture. It was embraced by a variety of rap artists 

to promote their brands and enhance their perceived tough-guy 

personas or images. 

Belts are not allowed to be worn in prison because they can 

be used as weapons or as a means to suicide. Without belts, 

prisoners’ pants become ill-fitting, too large to stay up on their 

own, and subsequently ride low on prisoners’ hips. 

Sagging pants can come with many risks to an individual’s 

physical well-being. Some reports cite a connection to erectile 

dysfunction, hip problems, lower back and ankle issues for 

men who adopt the practice. These issues are believed to arise 

because men who consistently wear their pants so low have to 

change the way they walk to keep them from falling down. 

Today, some men wear their pants sagging because they think 

it’s a cool thing to do. For others, they’re simply imitating some 

of their favorite hip hop celebrity figures. Unfortunately, most of 

these young people have no idea about the harrowing history of 

sagging of pants. They do not understand that wearing sagging 

pants is the continuation of a slave mentality.

What can the church do, you ask? Scripture admonishes us to 

“Start children off on the way they should go, and even when 

they are old, they will not turn from it.” (Proverbs 22:6 NIV)
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“SEVEN GUITARS”

The New Arena Stage

(Fichandler Theater)

Saturday, April 18, 2020, 2:00 pm

COST: $75.00 (Bonus Package)

Written by August Wilson
Directed by Tazewell Thompson

The 1940s Pittsburgh is the backdrop 
for this production. Seven lives are 
interconnected when old friend and 
blues singer Floyd Barton vows to turn 
his life around after a surprise windfall 
leaves him hopeful for a second chance. 
Infused with deep and soaring blues 
rhythms, this “rich and exceptionally 
vivid” (Variety) play pits the desire for a 
better future against the harsh realities 
ultimately leading to heartbreaking and 
inescapable circumstances.

“TONI STONE”

The New Arena Stage

(Kreeger Theater)

Saturday, May 30, 2020, 2:00 pm

COST: $75.00 (Bonus Package)

Considered a pioneer, Toni Stone is 
the first woman to play baseball in the 
Negro Leagues, also making her the 
first woman to play professionally in 
a men’s league in the 1950s. Based 
on Martha Ackmann’s book Curveball, 
The Remarkable Story of Toni Stone, 
the latest work from award-winning 
playwright Lydia R. Diamond (Smart 
People, The Bluest Eye) tells the 
dynamic and uplifting story of Stone’s 
journey of perseverance and resilience 
just to do what she loved the most — 
play baseball.

Lunch or dinner may be pre-ordered at Arena for $20 per individual. To order, 

call 202-488-4380 and reference Nineteenth Street. Transportation is available 

from the church to all shows. Please sign up.

These events benefit our Love Pal Program.

Call Ann Saunders, 202-529-3188 or Cynthia Thompson, 202-722-4694

Tickets Still Available:  
Support Love Pal Program

The church must be about the task of 

educating and training our youth in best 

practices for a successful lifestyle. We must 

embrace our youth with love, support and 

encouragement. We must teach them to 

dream the impossible dream. For with God’s 

help, all things are possible to those who will 

believe.

In the words of Martin Luther King Jr., “If you 

can’t be a pine on the top of the hill, be a 

shrub in the valley. Be the best little shrub 

on the side of the hill. Be a bush if you can’t 

be a tree. If you can’t be a highway, just be 

a trail. If you can’t be a sun, be a star. For it 

isn’t by size that you win or fail. Be the best 

at whatever you are.” v

Harlem

What happens to a dream deferred?

Does it dry up 

like a raisin in the sun? 

Or fester like a sore— 

And then run? 

Does it stink like rotten meat? 

Or crust and sugar over— 

like a syrupy sweet?

Maybe it just sags 

like a heavy load.

Or does it explode?

By Langston Hughes, 1951
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A Special Valentine’s Day Treat:

Jazz and Love II
Join the Nineteenth Street Usher Board for the second 

annual Love and Jazz concert on Friday, February 14, from 

6:30 to 9:30 PM. Jazzy Blu will provide the musical enter-

tainment, offering a blend of smooth jazz, neo-soul, blues, 

rock, and much more. 

Jazzy Blu has performed across the United States, including 

at well-known venues such as Blues Alley, The Kennedy 

Center, Lincoln Theatre, and Howard Theatre. 

You won’t want to miss this fun-filled evening. Light dinner 

fare will be served. Tickets, which are priced at $30 for 

couples and $20 for individuals, can be purchased in the 

fellowship hall after Sunday worship services or online 

through Eventbrite. v

Birthday Surprise For 
Deaconess Banks
By Deaconess Brenda Lightening-Tolbert

On January 3, friends pulled off a surprise 99th birthday party 

for Deaconess Eleanor Banks, who is affectionately known as 

Mom Banks. About 50 well-wishers attended the party in the 

church fellowship hall. The celebration included the showing of 

the hit movie Black Panther, popcorn, hot dogs, birthday cake, 

and song. 

Mom Banks loved every minute of it. In closing, she expressed 

her appreciation this way, “I love each and every one of you for 

this awesome and unforgettable party!” v

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/love-and-jazz-ii-tickets-88573021291
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Dr. Julia V. Clark, 

to whom noted 

psychology 

professor Dr. 

Edmund W. 

Gordon dedicated 

his new book, 

Human Variance 
and Assessment 
for Learning. 
Dr. Clark is 

Science Educator 

and Program 

Officer at the 

National Science Foundation and has 

authored several books (Redirecting 
Science Education: Reform for a Culturally 
Diverse Classroom and Closing the 
Achievement Gap from an International 
Perspective: Transforming STEM for Effective 
Education). She received the NSF Director’s 

Distinguished Service Award for her contri-

butions in STEM education, especially for 

her work in the advancement of science 

for diverse populations and underserved 

communities underrepresented in science.

The Theta Omega Chapter of the Alpha 

Kappa Alpha Sorority has honored her as an 

Historically Black Colleges and Universities 

Hidden Figure in STEM. Dr. Clark was 

selected for membership in the prestigious 

Cosmos Club based on her many contribu-

tions in Science Education. v

Trustee Cheryl Johnson on her historic role on January 15, 2020. As Clerk 

of the U.S. House of Representatives, she carried the articles of impeachment 

against President Trump and led the trial managers in a processional from the 

House of Representatives to the Senate Chamber. Media outlets around the 

world captured the long solemn walk and Johnson’s dignified presentation of 

the impeachment articles to the Senate leadership.  

Congratulations…
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Holiday Cheer at Nineteenth Street
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Visits with Santa 
Ho Ho Ho!
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Youth Worship Participants 
for December 8 Service

Pastor Roberts with Bria Wooden, Kinsley Beckham, Anaiah Roberts, 
Noah Cooper, Hannah Kirby and Youth Minister Rev. James Harris
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Calendar
FEBRUARY

Friday, February 7 - Sunday, February 9 – Youth Ministry at  
THE ROCK Retreat, Ocean City, Maryland

Sunday, February 9 – Helping Hand Club Sunday, Guest Preacher 
Rev. Graylan Scott Hagler, Senior Pastor, Plymouth 
Congregational Church of Christ, Worship Service with 
Reception, 10 AM

Friday, February 14 – Valentine’s Day Love and Jazz II Concert, 
featuring Jazzy Blu, sponsored by The Ushers Ministry, 
fellowship hall, 6:30 - 9:30 PM

Monday, February 17 – President’s Day Holiday, church office 
closed

Sunday, February 23 – Jubilee Sunday Worship Service, 
Reception and Vendors Marketplace, 10 AM

Tuesday, February 25 – Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper, 
sponsored by The Progressive Adults, fellowship hall, 
5:30 -7:30 PM 

Wednesday, February 26 – Ash Wednesday Lenten Service, 12 
Noon, Lunch served at 1 PM

MARCH

Lenten Services – 12 Noon; Lunch served at 1 PM

Wednesday, March 4

Wednesday, March 11

Wednesday, May 18

Wednesday, March 25

Wednesday, April 1

Sunday, March 8 – Scholarship Sunday Worship Service, 10 AM

Friday, March 13 - Saturday, March 14 – Men’s Ministry Retreat, 
Fredericksburg, Virginia

Sunday, March 15 – Ushers Ministry Anniversary Day, Worship 
Service with Reception, 10 AM

Sunday, March 8
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