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THE PASTOR’S CORNER

Why We Observe Lent
By Rev. Darryl D. Roberts, PhD

As a pastor, I so appreciate precious moments 

of insightful interactions with God’s people. 

I always learn something that pushes me to 

grow in my walk with Christ. 

Once a member of a congregation I 

previously served voiced her concern over 

a black Baptist church observing Lent. 

This member emphatically expressed her 

belief that such traditions were more appropriate for Catholic, 

Methodist and Lutheran Churches. I compassionately reminded 

her that Lent, although more widely practiced by these and 

other churches, is a Christian ritual that applies to all followers 

of Jesus Christ. I felt like I gave a satisfactory response then; but 

over the years, this question has emerged in different ways and 

in different contexts. This article explains why we Baptists need 

Lent.

The first reason Baptists need to observe Lent is that it provides 

us an opportunity to examine ourselves to again get our heart 

and spirit right with God. Paul, speaking to the Corinthian 

church about the Lord’s Supper, reminded God’s people to 

examine themselves before eating the bread and drinking the 

cup. When we eat the bread or drink the cup of the Lord in an 

unworthy manner, we are guilty of sinning against the body and 

blood of the Lord. (I Corinthians 11:27) Certainly, communion is 

not the only time we need to engage in a healthy dose of self-

examination to confess our sins as we seek God’s forgiveness. 

As people of faith, we need a season of reflection before the 

celebration of Easter when our sin can be washed clean and the 

Holy Spirit can heal what is broken in our spirit. We need to be 

healed so that we can once again experience the hope of God’s 

redeeming presence in our lives. Lent helps us slow down so 

that we can take stock of our lives and heal the broken places 

as we turn to God in repentance and receive a new heart and a 

right spirit. (Psalm 51:10) 

Secondly, we need to observe Lent because it provides a 

period of preparation and testing that positions us for spiritual 

growth. The 40 days of Lent replicate the 40 days of testing 

that Jesus Christ endured in the desert. (Matthew 4:2) During 

Christ’s fast, the Savior replaced the intense cravings of the 

flesh with an intense period of fasting, praying and meditation 

on the word that awakened in Him unmatched spiritual power. 

This is why Christ was positioned to pass every test Satan sent 

His way. Satan tried to trap Jesus by appealing to His physical 

weaknesses. But, because Jesus had been praying and fasting, 

He possessed the spiritual power to resist the temptation of 

the flesh. We can’t grow spiritually, if we don’t practice regular 

spiritual disciplines of withdrawal, self-control, and denial. If 

we are always feeding the desires of our flesh, how do we ever 

expect our spiritual self to grow and flourish?

I am reminded of a powerful poem entitled “Butterfly Breezes” 

in the book, Affirmations of God’s Grace, Praises and Prayers in 
Poetry by Shirley Botts. The writer makes this point with respect 
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to the caterpillar. One day the caterpillar stops 

eating, enters a cocoon or chrysalis, changes its 

body, and comes forth as a beautiful butterfly: 

The butterfly has wings that only God gave

A beautiful reminder that Jesus can save!

Dark was the past of indigo blue

From caterpillar to butterfly—today brand 
new.

It is during this process of withdrawal and 

preparation, a lonely darkness called metamor-

phosis, that the caterpillar discovers that she 

has wings. This gets me to my third point about 

why we must practice Lent as Baptists. When 

we withdraw, reflect, fast and pray, we emerge 

from that season of darkness with new wings to 

fly. We can now, with the Holy Spirit beneath our 

wings, soar to new levels in our faith. We all must 

go through a spiritual metamorphosis to get our 

wings. The reward is worth the journey.

So, don’t let this season of Lent pass you by 

without taking the spiritual plunge. Let the 

Spirit lead you in fasting during Lent. Join us 

for Monday, Wednesday and Friday prayer calls. 

Come out and get your Word on Wednesdays at 

12 noon. Read your daily devotions and reflect 

on God’s will for your family, this church and 

our world. Serve the least of these through the 

ministries of our church. And we will join that 

great cloud of witnesses in cheering you on as 

you soar to higher heights in worship, witness 

and works to the glory of God. v

Third Anniversary of Pastor
By Deaconess Brenda Lightening-Tolbert

February was not only a time to celebrate Black History. It was also an 

opportunity to celebrate and recognize our dearly loved Pastor Roberts’ 

third anniversary of serving God’s people at Nineteenth Street Baptist 

Church. To help celebrate this very special occasion on Sunday, February 

16, we welcomed guest preacher Rev. Thomas Bowen. Rev. Bowen, the 

Earl L. Harrison Minister of Social Justice, has faithfully served the Shiloh 

Baptist Church congregation as a member of its ministerial team since July 

2002. He is also the Director of the Mayor’s Office of Religious Affairs in 

the Executive Office of Mayor Muriel Bowser. He is considered the chief 

advocate and voice of the faith community in the District of Columbia.

Following Rev. Bowen’s powerful sermon, 

church family, friends, and guests joined 

Pastor Roberts and family for an anniversary 

reception in the Wyatt A. James Fellowship 

Hall. A feast of Pastor Roberts’ favorite foods 

was prepared by Deaconess Hester Jones 

and other members of the catering staff. The 

meal was enjoyed by all. To continue the 

celebration, Pastor Roberts was showered 

with love verbally and with other expressions 

of appreciation. He was “hippopotamus 

happy and elephant elated,” a phrase 

Pastor Roberts used recently to express his 

gratitude. To God be praised for the third 

anniversary of our Pastor, a godly man, 

whom God gifted to lead our church. We are 

thankful for the man and his ministry. v
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TRUSTEE TALK

Trustees Challenged to Think Outside the Box
By Trustee Donza M. Poole 

For the past several years, members of 

the Trustee Board have gathered for an 

annual retreat. The daylong sessions have 

been a welcome change from regular 

Board meetings, which typically focus on 

the many day-to-day business matters 

for which the Board is responsible. The 

retreats give the Board a chance to 

focus on training and development and 

to engage in more in-depth, big picture 

discussions.

Past retreats have been held at the 

church. This year, the Board was 

fortunate to hold the retreat offsite at 

the University of the District of Columbia 

(UDC). Trustee April Massey, a UDC 

professor, hosted the Board at UDC’s 

College of Arts and Sciences on Saturday, 

February 1, in the Dean’s Event Space.

Rev. Roberts opened the retreat with 

the topic, “Thinking Outside the Box.” 

He talked about the Trustee Board as a 

ministry and challenged Board members 

to come up with outside-of-the-box ideas 

for the church using an existing architec-

tural drawing of the church building. It 

was interesting to hear the diversity of 

proposals that came out of this exercise. 

Trustee Massey then facilitated a robust 

discussion on goal setting, and Treasurer 

Shirley France followed with training 
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on count procedures and the budget process. The Board also 

addressed several pending business matters.

All in all, it was a productive and energizing session that allowed 

the Board to develop a fresh perspective on strategic planning 

and goal setting in service to the church.

Making the Church More Accessible: 
How You Can Help
Good News! The church has received a permit to cut a ramp 

into the curb leading to the wheelchair accessible entrance on 

the Crittenden Street side of the church. While churches are 

exempt from the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), 

removing physical barriers to the church helps to make 

our church more welcoming and inclusive. 

Currently, a person using a wheelchair who arrives by car 

on Crittenden Street, must be lifted over the sidewalk 

curb before reaching the wheelchair ramp at the church 

entrance. Cutting a ramp into the curb will eliminate this 

obstacle, allowing for easier wheelchair access from the 

street to the church door. 

The Trustee Board would like to cut the ramp into the 

Crittenden Street curb before the construction permit 

expires in late April of this year. The ramp is estimated to 

cost $11,000. And while there are funds available for the 

ramp, additional funds are needed to complete the construction. 

Individuals or ministries interested in helping to improve access 

to the church should make a contribution and clearly mark it 

as a gift for the “Entrance Ramp.” Because this project is time-

sensitive, the Trustee Board requests that contributions be 

made by March 15, 2020, to help ensure completion of the ramp 

before the permit expires. You may also make your contribution 

continued on next page
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online using Givelify or PayPal. Contributions received in excess of the amount 

needed for the ramp will be used for other capital improvements to the church 

facilities. For more information about the Crittenden Street ramp, please see 

Trustee William Hoff or Trustee Chairman Franklin Smith. 

Save the Date – Annual Benefit Golf Tournament Set for June 29

The 24th Annual Rosemary & John H. Brinkley Memorial Golf Tournament will 

be held at Enterprise Golf Course in Mitchellville, Maryland, on Monday, June 

29, 2020. Anyone interested in participating as a player or sponsor should 

contact Trustee Charlie Sprow. v

New Members 

Robin Maria Barclay (left) received the Right 
Hand of Fellowship on February 2, shown with 

Deacon Yvonne Dickson.

Speakers for 
Lenten Season 2020

Wednesday, March 4
Bishop Dwayne D. Royster

Senior Pastor

Faith United Church of Christ

Washington, DC

Wednesday, March 11
Rev. Darryl D. Roberts, PhD

Pastor

Nineteenth Street Baptist Church

Washington, DC

Wednesday, March 18
Rev. Darryl M. Washington

Pastor

St. Mary’s Baptist Church

Washington, DC

Wednesday, March 25
Rev. Dr. Lora F. Hargrove

Interim Pastor

Mount Calvary Baptist Church

Rockville, Maryland

Wednesday, April 1
Rev. Dr. Joseph W. Lyles

Pastor

Fort Foote Baptist Church

Fort Washington, Maryland
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Celebrating Our  
African Ancestry

Church members and friends gathered on February 23 to celebrate 

African American History Month at the church’s annual Jubilee 

Sunday worship service and reception. The day featured praise 

dancing to African drumming, a reception with traditional cuisine 

from Kenya and Nigeria, and a marketplace with nearly 20 vendors 

offering a wide selection of handcrafted, Afrocentric, and one-of-a-

kind items. Many in attendance wore African attire or other clothing 

that represented their personal journey. It was a great day to praise 

God and celebrate the Black experience. v

continued on next page
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Check out and follow our social media accounts: 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/Everyblessing.org

Instagram: www.instagram.com/explore/tags/nsbcdc

Twitter: twitter.com/_nsbcdc

Watch broadcasts of our weekly Worship Services on YouTubeY 

You See
By Rev. Christopher O. Crawford

When you see me, you don’t see you. You see the 

effects of 400 years of horrendous acts against me. 

You don’t believe me, I have a cloud of witnesses 

to vouch for me. My ancestors’ spirits speak to me 

telling the stories about what was done to me. 

I never did anything to you, but the pain and 

suffering that I knew is still part of a history about 

me and you.

So please tell me why you hated me so. I still feel 

the rage when you broke them though, raped them, 

beat them, sold them. However, this is not my legacy.

I can hear their voices cry out to me, I asked God 

why they are still talking to me. I am free, that is 

what the constitution told me! 

Will someone please tell me if fear is inbred inside 

of me or do I have PTSD that still haunts me since 

slavery; 

I can hear the lashes gashing against their flesh 

which raises the consciousness in me. Even now 

when I walk in public spaces and places I don’t know 

why they appear to be afraid of me; now they just 

call the police on me.  

Maybe you hear the voices too calling out all those 

terrible things that your people did during slavery. 

So when you look into my eyes do you become 

frightened when you see your violent history?  Is 

that why it is so easy for you to kill people who look 

like me, so you won’t be reminded of your lack of 

humanity? 

Have you noticed killing me will not get rid of me, 

there will always be more black faces just like me? 

Only true reconciliation and acknowledging your 

terrible deeds toward me will remove the fear of me. 

Don’t you see treating me equally and fairly is good 

for you and me? Therefore, let’s work together and 

create a better society. Because Jesus’s love and 

restoration are the key!

This poem was written and recited by Rev. Crawford 

during Jubilee Sunday Worship Service,  

February 23, 2020

https://www.facebook.com/Everyblessing.org/
https://www.instagram.com/explore/tags/nsbcdc/
https://twitter.com/_nsbcdc
https://www.facebook.com/Everyblessing.org
http://www.instagram.com/nsbcdc
http://twitter.com/_nsbcdc
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UClL8xG5-YbTSRVVx1odHcZA
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Jazz Concert 
Loved by All 

Valentine’s Day at Nineteenth Street was 

a real loving experience for members 

and friends who attended the Usher 

Board’s Love and Jazz II Concert in the 

fellowship hall. Jazzy Blu provided the 

musical entertainment. What an evening 

of good music, fellowship, and even 

some dancing! v
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Helping Hand Ministry 
Observes African 
American History Month
Rev. Graylan Scott Hagler, Senior Pastor of Plymouth 

Congregational Church of Christ, was the guest 

preacher for Helping Hand Sunday, February 9, 2020. 

The theme this year was The Christian’s Role in Social 

Action. Dr. Evelyn Brooks Higginbotham, president of the 

Association for the Study of African American Life and 

History (ASALH) also was present. This was the Helping 

Hand Club's 113th annual program. v
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Singing the Lord’s Song in a Strange New Land
By Rev. Reginald Townsend, Associate Minister

As we read the first sentence of Psalms 137, “By 

the rivers of Babylon we sat and wept when 

we remembered Zion,” we read the words of a 

person in exile, weeping over the bitterness of 

captivity. In a similar sentiment but conveyed 

through song, the hymn “Come, Ye Disconsolate” 

is representative of what W.E.B. Du Bois referred 

to as one of the “sorrow songs” of the African Diaspora: 

Come, ye disconsolate, where ever you languish. 

Come to the mercy seat, fervently kneel;

Here bring your wounded hearts, here tell your anguish;

Earth has no sorrow that heaven cannot heal 

Sorrow songs are meant to remind us of the tremendous 

challenges we as a people of African descent have overcome. 

They are about joy and hope in the midst of suffering. We are 

reminded that there is always hope in knowing that “God will 

take care of you.”

There have been great strides made in ending segregation 

and enhancing the civil rights of African Americans since the 

Emancipation Proclamation on January 1, 1863. The white slave 

master used a Machiavellian system of power in his attempt to 

break the enslaved Africans’ spirit. 

During the American civil rights era, our ancestors marched, 

fasted, prayed, and went to prison for freedom. Some were 

beaten, and still others died during protests. Yet, many of our 

youth and young adults today are not free from the mental 

chains of social, cultural, and economic injustices in society. Rev. 

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., Coretta Scott King, Fannie Lou Hamer, 

Dorothy Height, John Lewis, Andrew Young, Ralph Abernathy, 

Sidney Poitier, and many others, fought against racial injustice 

and the system of “Jim Crow” segregation in education and 

public accommodations. Because of their struggles, Blacks 

gained employment, the right to go into restaurants, hotels, and 

other public venues. 

The poet George Santayana has said, “Those who do not learn 

history are doomed to repeat it.” In order to know who we 

are at any time, we must first know whose we are. Dr. Theron 

D. Williams’ book, “The Bible is Black History,” is a must-read. 

He provides facts from the Bible, DNA evidence, historical 

documents and artifacts to support his prism that Black 

people comprised over 90 percent of the biblical Israelite 

community. Dr. Williams’ research gives us useful insight to 

better understand the American system of chattel slavery, the 

genocide of indigenous people, racial segregation, and white 

supremacy.

According to Dr. Williams, history provides context and meaning 

for all that we do. He believes that every isolated moment has a 

historical framework to which it is connected, and to understand 

that moment one must understand the history that gave birth 

to that event. The damage done to the African American psyche 

by the institution of slavery and the white supremacy system 

is inter-generational, but can be repaired. This will, however, 

require freeing our minds of old images and beliefs, while 

providing an honest and comprehensive understanding of what 

it means to be a Black American Christian in the post-liberation 
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theology era. In other words, 

“How can we sing the Lord’s 

song in a strange new land? 

Change will require a 

herculean effort, involving 

education, economic and 

political action. The black 

church must be intentional 

in seeking to dispel the old 

myths and falsehoods woven 

into the biblical and historical 

narratives regarding the 

origins and achievements 

of Black people. Vital parts 

of the history of mankind 

have been redacted and 

whitewashed by Europeans 

and the Catholic Church. 

The reality of creation is that 

God used a Black body as 

the vehicle to invade human 

history. In the Gospel of John, 

Philip challenged Jesus to 

“show us the Father.” Jesus 

whose Black flesh embodied 

God, replied, “If you have seen 

me, you have seen the Father” 

(John 14:8-9). Jesus is God in 

a Black body. v

Congregation Action Network  
Is Seeking Volunteers!
By Deacon Deborah Crain Kemp

We are truly blessed. In a time when there is such uncertainty with the economy, politics, and 

the environment, most of us have food on the table. We can go to school, to work, shopping 

or even take a walk around the block freely without fear of being detained or deported. 

This is not the case for the Lopez family. For several years, they have called Cedar Lane 

Unitarian Universalist Church in Bethesda, Maryland, their sanctuary home. Rosa Gutierrez 

Lopez and her three children must depend on the kindness of others for their survival. In 

2005, Rosa Gutierrez Lopez fled El Salvador after facing harassment from machete-

carrying farmworkers. Since then, she has taken sanctuary at Cedar Lane Unitarian 

Universalist Church to avoid being permanently separated from her three U.S.-born 

children. The 40-year-old mother of three children under the age of 11, including one with 

Down Syndrome, sought help in the community. DMV Sanctuary Congregation Network, 

now known as the Congregation Action 

Network, helped her find refuge at Cedar Lane 

Church.

Keeping this family safe requires the assistance 

of over 250 volunteers who do the things that 

the family cannot do for themselves—simple 

things that we take for granted, like grocery 

shopping, going to the pharmacy or visiting with friends. You can play an important role 

in the lives of this and other families. 

Nineteenth Street Baptist Church is a member of the Congregation Action Network as 

part of our Social Justice Ministry. Volunteers are being sought from the Network for 

a variety of tasks. If you can find time to assist, if only for a couple of hours, you can 

register online to receive more information about the variety of volunteer jobs available. 

You can also sign up for training which will be provided on Saturday March 8, from 2:30 

to 5 PM or Thursday, March 12, from 6:30 to 9 PM. The season of giving is year-round. v

https://congregationactionnetwork.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7c0cdcadba5308d99eb95ab44&id=dc24b3f17e&e=ed43e9e523
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Are You Safe at Home?
By Oretha Chandler

The Nineteenth Street Baptist Church Senior Ministry 

wants DC residents to know about the DC Department 

of Aging and Community Living’s Safe at Home 

program. The purpose of the program is to make homes 

and communities safer for District residents who are 

age 60 and over and adults with disabilities.  

Safe at Home provides in-home adaptations to reduce 

the risk of falls, such as handrails, grab bars, shower 

seats, furniture rises and chair lifts. Depending on 

household size, residents applying for preventative 

adaptions whose household incomes fall between 

$68,001 and $109,170 will need to pay 50% of costs; 

those with household incomes between $76,501 and 

$121,300 will need to pay 75% of costs. The program 

also provides income-qualifying residents with a private 

security camera system at no cost to them.

For more information on eligibility requirements and 

how to apply for the program, call 202-724-5626 or 

speak to a member of the Senior Ministry.

Nineteenth Street Senior Ministry
Deaconess Dena Bowen

Deaconess Sandra Caviness

Oretha Chandler

Ronald Taylor

Alice Thompson, DC Senior Advisor

Congratulations to Mary I. 
Tolliver, 100 Glorious Years
By Deacon Jessie L. McCrae

The family and friends of 

Deaconess Jean Jackson 

celebrated the 100th birthday of 

her mother, Ms. Mary I. Tolliver, at 

her home in King George, Virginia 

on Tuesday, November 12, 2019. 

More than 50 family members 

spanning five generations 

gathered to honor her at a feast 

with delicious food and 

an intricately-decorated 

birthday cake prepared 

for this blessed occasion. 

An article highlighting her 

legacy titled “Virtuous 

Woman” was published in 

The Freelance-Star, the local 

Fredericksburg, Virginia 

newspaper. v
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An African American Legacy:  
Unremarkable and Typical
By Deaconess Monique Wiley-Crawford

I’ve seen many depictions of African American families through 

mass media, in literature, in music, on television, and in films 

over my 52 years. However, through my own childhood, varied 

experiences, and studies, I am pained by the absence of a 

consistent narrative highlighting how unremarkable and typical 

it was and has been to be a member of 

an African American family whose roots 

started on another continent, yet our 

generations survived horrific atrocities. We 

overcame enslavement and demanded our 

freedom.

My African American family, as well as 

a multitude of others, remained intact, 

praying to the God that we knew from our 

homeland, daring to love one another, to 

marry, to have children, and to maintain 

hope for a prosperous future. Though 

societal realities did not take shape for 

hundreds of years, that Love, rooted in our 

spiritual lives, still lives on even in 2020.

I think of my parents, Wallace Wiley and 

Emma Jean Dorsey Wiley, my heroes. They 

were both born in northern Louisiana in 

the 1930s. Though segregation was alive 

and well in America, they had a hope for 

a future of happiness. Theirs was a typical (not remarkable) 

African American Love Story. 

They met in high school; my father was three years older than 

my mother; he escorted her to his senior prom. After my 

father graduated from high school in 1953, he and my mother 

lost touch for nearly 10 years. My father 

enrolled at Grambling State University 

in Grambling, Louisiana and studied 

mathematics for over two years. Due to 

the need to financially assist his extended 

family (his parents and seven siblings), my 

father left college and joined the Navy. He 

became an airplane mechanic.

Meanwhile, my mother graduated from 

high school in 1956, and she too enrolled 

at Grambling State University with plans 

to complete her bachelor’s degree. Within 

a two- year span, my mother dropped out 

of college due to an unplanned pregnancy. 

She, her boyfriend at the time, and my 

grandparents welcomed my phenomenal 

sister Sonya Anita; however, the two 

parents decided not to marry.

In about December of 1962, as faith would 

have it, my mother was visiting a friend 

continued on next page

Deaconess Monique Wiley-Crawford and  
Rev. Christopher O. Crawford
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at her home in Grambling; when she 

walked into the living room, she saw my 

father asleep on the couch. As it turns 

out, my mother’s friend was my father’s 

cousin. Needless to say, my mother and 

father quickly became reacquainted. Their 

friendship and genuine affection for one 

another had never died.

By April 1, 1963, April Fool’s Day no less, 

my parents were married, and my father 

adopted my sister (Sonya Anita Wiley). 

It was not long before they added to 

their family: my oldest brother, Wallace 

Dewayne (1964), my middle brother, 

Robert Chauncey (1965), me (Monique 

Machelle), 1968) and my younger brother, 

Shanon Dexter (1970).

My parents decided to settle in Grambling, 

Louisiana and raise their young family. 

Through the years, both my father and 

mother worked hard to ensure that we 

were positioned for a “better life” financially and otherwise than 

they had. They instilled the values of faith in God, hard work, 

integrity, determination, and help toward our fellowman in each 

of us. No, everything was not perfect; we had deaths in the 

family, financial pressures, and differences of opinion; however, 

we always bounced back as a family unit to overcome our 

challenges together.

Though neither of my parents finished college, I’m pleased to 

report that I along with my three brothers earned our bachelors’ 

degrees from Grambling State University. Two of my three 

brothers earned masters’ degrees, and one became a naval 

officer. We lost my sister Sonya to illness 

in 1996; however, her legacy lives on in the 

work that each of us does in our chosen 

professions and our communities.

We lost my mother in 2009 to breast 

cancer. Mother fought a good fight for 

seven years before she passed away. My 

father passed away from a heart attack 

in 2017. My brothers and I have been 

adjusting to life without our parents’ 

physical presence; however, we believe 

that we will all be united again in the 

afterlife. 

Had my parents lived they would 

have celebrated their 57th Wedding 

Anniversary on April 1, 2020. The legacy 

of Wallace and Emma Wiley is not 

remarkable but is the legacy of a typical 

African American family. They have four 

children, eight grandchildren, and three 

great-grandchildren. They both lived a 

full life of which their children are proud. During this African 

American History Month, I salute my parents for their example, 

their love and commitment, and the beautiful memories that 

we share as a family. May God continue to bless us all keeping a 

hedge of protection around us and those that we love. v

Monique Wiley-Crawford, CPC is Career Coaching Manager for the 
Training Programs at Goodwill of Greater Washington. The above 
article is an excerpt from an African American history blog she wrote. 
Her story was posted on Goodwill’s website, dcgoodwill.org, and on 
various other social media pages, including Facebook. You can read 
her full blog and see more family pictures here.

Wallace Wiley and Emma Jean Dorsey Wiley

http://dcgoodwill.org/
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BLACK HISTORY ESSAY

African American Athletes’  
Impact on Culture and Community 
By Hunter Wolfe

Athletes play a significant role in 

American culture as they have a 

major impact upon music, clothing 

and shoe fashions, and other trends. 

Youth look up to them, follow the 

athletes on social media, and imitate 

their style of play. Through the years, 

prominent African American athletes, 

such as track star Jesse Owens who 

took a stand against racism in 1936, 

have used their voices to address 

many causes with the entire world 

watching them. Many years later in 

1968, Olympic athletes Tommie Smith and John Carlos raised 

their fists against poverty, lynching and injustice, for freedom 

and human rights. 

In my opinion, it should be athletes’ own personal decision 

whether they choose to speak out on issues of importance. 

Colin Kaepernick spoke out and faced a lot of backlash from 

other NFL team owners, the media, and fans. He ended up 

being forced out of the career he loved and trained to excel 

in for many years. Kaepernick sacrificed his promising NFL 

football career to speak out against repeated mistreatment 

of African Americans and other people of color while facing 

police brutality during arrests, random police stops and unfair 

sentencing. 

There are many NBA athletes that have been in the news for 

their contributions to communities throughout the United 

States. I respect them because they are using their money 

to help other people and improve their lives. Instead of just 

talking, these role models are actually helping others with their 

resources and their money.

For example, even though Kevin Durant has played for other 

NBA teams outside the DC area, he has not forgotten his 

hometown and supports the Seat Pleasant Activity Center 

where he played basketball as a child. Last year K.D.’s 

foundation opened up a center in Suitland, Maryland to help 

students obtain their college degrees. Another high-profile 

athlete, LeBron James, is helping to fund a public school called 

“I Promise” in Akron, Ohio, where he grew up. Their test scores 

are leading the school district, and three days ago Kent State 

University notified the school’s first graduating class they would 

receive free college tuition.

The recent tragedy involving Kobe Bryant and Gianna Bryant 

has brought attention to girls’ basketball. Kobe invested his time 

and funding into the Mamba Training Academy and AAU teams. 

He helped his daughter and many others train just as hard as 

the boys’ teams. Gianna even had the nickname of “Mambacita” 

and was determined to carry on her dad’s legacy with hopes 

of making a WNBA team in her future. Kobe felt that women 

athletes should receive the same respect as men.

continued on next page
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Two weeks ago, the St. Vincent Pallotti 

High School varsity girls’ basketball team 

competed in the league finals. Pallotti 

families, including the parents and relatives 

of all three boys’ teams, drove to Stevenson 

University to cheer for the Lady Panthers. 

The arena was packed, all the seats were 

filled, and people stood up along the sides 

and behind the seats for the entire game. 

It was exciting down to the final moments, 

and the crowd stayed involved and cheered 

loudly. Even though our team did not win, 

they scored a win anyway as they earned 

the respect of many people, received 

exposure and even gained new fans. Out 

of the terrible accident that cost Kobe 

and eight others their lives, we have seen 

positive signs that girls’ sports teams are 

beginning to gain the same recognition as 

the guys’ teams. v

This essay was originally written for a school 
Black History Essay Contest. It has been edited 
for reprinting in The Epistle.

Hunter Wolfe is the son of Rev. Lorise White 
Wolfe and Dr. Keith Wolfe and a grandson of 
Deaconess E. Louise White and Mr. Bernard 
White. He is 16 years old and a junior at St. 
Vincent Pallotti High School where he is an 
honor roll scholar and athlete on the men’s 
basketball team. Hunter participates in Youth 
Ministry, church outreach projects and the 
Junior Usher Board, as well as in the Senior 
Teens of Jack and Jill of America, Inc.

“SEVEN GUITARS”

The New Arena Stage

(Fichandler Theater)

Saturday, April 18, 2020, 2:00 pm

COST: $75.00 (Bonus Package)

Written by August Wilson
Directed by Tazewell Thompson

The 1940s Pittsburgh is the backdrop 
for this production. Seven lives are 
interconnected when old friend and 
blues singer Floyd Barton vows to turn 
his life around after a surprise windfall 
leaves him hopeful for a second chance. 
Infused with deep and soaring blues 
rhythms, this “rich and exceptionally 
vivid” (Variety) play pits the desire for a 
better future against the harsh realities 
ultimately leading to heartbreaking and 
inescapable circumstances.

“TONI STONE”

The New Arena Stage

(Kreeger Theater)

Saturday, May 30, 2020, 2:00 pm

COST: $75.00 (Bonus Package)

Considered a pioneer, Toni Stone is 
the first woman to play baseball in the 
Negro Leagues, also making her the 
first woman to play professionally in 
a men’s league in the 1950s. Based 
on Martha Ackmann’s book Curveball, 
The Remarkable Story of Toni Stone, 
the latest work from award-winning 
playwright Lydia R. Diamond (Smart 
People, The Bluest Eye) tells the 
dynamic and uplifting story of Stone’s 
journey of perseverance and resilience 
just to do what she loved the most — 
play baseball.

Lunch or dinner may be pre-ordered at Arena for $20 per individual. To order, 

call 202-488-4380 and reference Nineteenth Street. Transportation is available 

from the church to all shows. Please sign up.

These events benefit our Love Pal Program.

Call Ann Saunders, 202-529-3188 or Cynthia Thompson, 202-722-4694

Tickets Still Available:  
Support Love Pal Program
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Supporting Our Lady Warriors
By Deacon Fred Leftrict and Deaconess Linda Leftrict

The Nineteenth Street family has been blessed to observe the 

growth of so many of the youngest members of our congre-

gation. Two very active members of our growing Youth Ministry 

are Kinsley Beckham and Bria 

Wooden. Kinsley and Bria have known 

each other since they were young girls 

in the Kandlelite Choir. 

Now they are supporting each other, 

demonstrating their skills, energy, and 

tenacity as teammates on the Lady 

Warriors basketball team. Kinsley 

(#23) has been a Lady Warrior since 

the 3rd grade. She invited Bria (#35) 

to try out when she was in the 5th 

grade, and 

Bria made 

the team. 

Both young 

ladies also 

play for other 

leagues and 

school teams. 

Kinsley plays 

in the winter 

season of the 

Bethesda Girls 

League and 

will compete 

in the playoffs for a championship in March. Bria is also a starter 

for the Takoma Academy Preparatory Schools’ Girls Basketball 

team, the 2019 Maryland Excel Girls Middle School Basketball 

champions. 

We congratulate Bria and 

Kinsley for their drive and 

fierce sportsmanship play. We 

thank God for the blessing of 

the Wooden and Beckham 

families. Their commitment to 

loving and supporting these 

special girls is an excellent 

example of Christian parenting 

in today’s society. We thank 

God for them and all of the 

tremendous parents in our 

church family. The dedication 

of these parents gives all of us 

another reason to believe that 

the future is bright. 

If you are interested in 

seeing them play, please 

contact their parents for the 

schedule. Bria is the daughter 

of Deaconess Kyra Wooden 

and Vernell Wooden. Kinsley 

is the daughter of Bianca and 

Harvey Beckham. v
Bria Wooden (left) and Kinsley Beckham (right) in the 

Kandelite Choir a few years ago and now as Lady Warriors.
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The Rock 2020  

The ROCK is a powerful and fun-filled weekend in Ocean City, MD. The event allows 
youth and adults to take a step back from their busy lives and learn about the amazing 
love of Jesus Christ. It is an awesome experience for individuals to more fully connect 
with God and their friends while listening to great bands and speakers. It is my prayer 
that our youth left the ROCK renewed and ready to spread the word about God and the 
the importance of salvation and a relationship with Christ. 


The ROCK is designed as a retreat with a focus on presenting the Gospel message in 
an exciting, culturally appropriate way for young people (and now adults, too) to be 
exposed to and have an opportunity to respond to an invitation to a life-changing 
relationship with Jesus Christ.


There are several break out sessions that focus on a variety of subjects that plague our 
young people but also empower them to be disciples of Christ. Through several 

Nineteenth Street Youth at 
The ROCK 2020 

About two dozen Nineteenth Street youth and chaperones attended The 
ROCK 2020 in Ocean City, Maryland, the weekend of February 7-9. The retreat 

addressed what it means to be a believer through music, prayer, breakout 
sessions and communion.
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Calendar
MARCH

Lenten Services – 12 Noon; Lunch served at 1 PM 
See p. 7 for list of Lenten speakers

Wednesday, March 4

Wednesday, March 11

Wednesday, May 18

Wednesday, March 25

Wednesday, April 1

Tuesday, March 3 – Ministry Leaders Forum, 6:30 – 8 PM

Sunday, March 8 – Scholarship Sunday Worship Service, 10 AM

Friday, March 13 - Saturday, March 14 – Men’s Ministry Retreat, 
Fredericksburg, Virginia

Sunday, March 15 – Ushers Ministry Anniversary Day, Worship 
Service with Reception, 10 AM

Friday, March 20 - Saturday, March 21 – Women’s Ministry 
“Twelve Hours of Power” Lock-in, 6 PM through 10 AM

Saturday, March 28 – New Baptist Covenant Workshop,  
9:30 AM – 5 PM, hosted by Nineteenth Street

APRIL

Wednesday, April 1 – Lenten Service 12 Noon,  Lunch Served 1 PM

LUNCH & LEARN BIBLE STUDY – Rev. Darryl Roberts &  
Rev. Dr. Cheryl Coleman Hall, 12:15

Wednesday, April 8

Wednesday, April 15

Wednesday, April 22

Wednesday, April 29

Sunday, April 5 – Palm Sunday Worship Service, 10 AM

Sunday, April 5 – Rev. Roberts, guest preacher for  
“Nurses Anniversary,” Mt. Pleasant Baptist Church,  
215 Rhode Island Avenue NW, Washington, 3 PM

Thursday, April 9 – Maundy Thursday Supper, Communion and 
Foot Washing at The First Baptist Church of the City 
of Washington, 1328 16th Street NW, Washington, DC 
20036, 7 PM

Friday, April 10 – GOOD FRIDAY

Saturday, April 11 – Church School Easter Program Rehearsal and 
Easter Egg Hunt, 10 AM – 2 PM

Sunday, April 12 – Easter Sunday Worship Service and Church 
School Easter Program, 10 AM

Saturday, April 18 – Progressive Adults Theater Outing, “Seven 
Guitars,” Arena Stage, 2 PM

Sunday, April 26 –Women’s Day Worship Service and Reception, 
10 AMSunday, March 8
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