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PASTOR’S WELCOME MAT

Church Helps with Social Justice Research Project
By Rev. Dr. Darryl D. Roberts

As we spotlight the various ways that our 

church family works to create a welcoming, 

caring and nurturing environment, I want 

to focus on the senior thesis research of a 

recently licensed minister at Nineteenth 

Street Baptist Church, Deirdre Jonese Austin. 

She recently graduated with a B.A. with 

honors from Georgetown University and will 

attend Emory University’s Candler School of Theology in the fall 

to pursue a Master of Divinity degree on a Dean’s Scholarship.

Her thesis is entitled Caring for ‘The Least of These’: An Analysis 
of Social Justice Activism in the Black Church in the Twenty-
First Century. This is an insightful, thoughtful, and stimulating 

study that looks at the history and current social justice work 

in the Black Church with special attention to the social justice 

ministries, preaching, and activism of Nineteenth Street Baptist 

Church. Minister Austin is a very promising scholar who offers 

a mature perspective on the church and our ministry work at 

Nineteenth Street Baptist Church.

Thank you to the members of Nineteenth Street for welcoming 

Jonese into our church family, enthusiastically supporting her 

research project and encouraging her as she pursues her call to 

ministry.

If you would like to read the full copy of the thesis, please 

contact the church office.

The following is an excerpt from her thesis.

Chapter 1, A Look at Nineteenth Street Baptist Church

I first visited Nineteenth Street Baptist Church (NSBC) on 

November 18, 2018. Although I had been to the church office 

to discuss this project, this would be my first time entering the 

main sanctuary. As my Uber dropped me off in front of the 

church, I noticed that directly to the right of the entrance is a 

large Black Lives Matter sign. This was the first sign, literally and 

figuratively, that this church has a vested interest in social—and, 

more specifically, racial— justice. After the sign, the next thing 

I noticed was a quote written across the top of the front of the 

church building: “To the glory of God and the brotherhood of 

man.” This quote is reminiscent of the Jesuit value “Ad majorem 

dei gloriam,” which means “for the greater glory of God and the 

welfare of humanity.” It challenges people to put their faith into 

action and to act justly. Religion is about one’s relationship with 

God, and love and care for others, our neighbors… Thus, one’s 

faith is personal but not private as Rev. Jim Wallis often says in 

the course “Faith, Race, and Public Life.”

There are three sets of glass doors at the front of the church, 

and there is a statement above each glass door. To the far 

left is Psalm 18:26 which says, “Blessed be he who cometh 

in the name of the Lord,” in the middle is the name of the 

church, Nineteenth Street Baptist Church, and to the far right is 

Matthew 11:28 which says, “Come unto me all ye that labor and 
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are heavy laden and I will give you rest.” Taken together, these 

quotes seem to describe a church that is committed to God and 

committed to serving others.

It is also a place where people can find rest and renew their 

hope. Additionally, it is a church were all people can feel 

welcome, a theme that is reiterated in the pulpit and in the 

words of the members as well. Upon entering the church, I 

noticed large stained-glass windows in the alcove area directly 

across from the front doors where there are plaques people 

have dedicated to family members. I would later learn that 

these windows are from the original church on Nineteenth 

Street. The church recently voted to adjust these stain glass 

windows to make them more historically accurate, changing the 

hair texture and the hue of the people depicted. This is one way 

to demonstrate that the church values the lives 

of its black members and the black community 

in the images that are represented. While there 

is an awareness of the historical significance of 

these windows, there is also an awareness of 

the ways in which we have come to understand 

who Jesus was in a modern-day context that 

often defies the ways in which Jesus was 

historically presented to African Americans 

during slavery.

In addition to the stained-glass windows, I 

also notice the chandelier hanging from the 

ceiling in the narthex area. Furthermore, this 

chandelier is a significant symbol of the class 

critique of Nineteenth Street Baptist Church 

as the church has often been described as 

the “bougie black church,” as another member 

mentions in her interview. In some ways, this chandelier seems 

to imply that NSBC is a church for black people from the upper 

socioeconomic classes.

I then entered the Fellowship Hall where there was a bulletin 

board with the current pastor as well as past pastors and older 

pictures of groups such as the Ushers Board and the choir from 

previous decades. The opposite bulletin board depicts the 

history of the church, a history of which they are proud. While 

these bulletin boards provide a brief snapshot of the history 

of NSBC, they fail to reveal the entire story, one the church is 

working on refining and synchronizing as it celebrates its 180th 

anniversary. My eyes continued to scan the Fellowship Hall. It is 

large and has a balcony area at the top and a stage at the front. 

The sides of the Fellowship Hall are slightly raised and have 

rails; however, the church does not yet have 

an elevator that can be used to move between 

its three floors. While there are aspects that 

demonstrate social awareness, the church is not 

fully accessible.

On the stage in the Fellowship Hall, there were 

banners with the church’s seven core values for 

changes they would like to see in the next five 

years: Increase Active Membership, Improve 

Membership Ministry Engagement, Invest 

in Our Children, Create A Dynamic Worship 

Experience, Modernize and Update the Church 

Plant, Sustain and Build a Dynamic Leadership 

Team, and Coordinate and Strengthen Existing 

Outreach Efforts. This will be a task led by the 

new pastor Rev. Dr. Darryl Roberts, who will 

be discussed in more depth later. The best 

way to understand a church is through its core 

values. v

Deirdre Jonese Austin with Pastor 
Roberts and her new minister’s 

license, received after preaching at 
the May 26 morning worship service
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Assistant Pastor Rev. James A. Crosson Jr. to Retire
A retirement reception honoring his dedicated service to 

Nineteenth Street will be held for Assistant Pastor Rev. James 

A. Crosson Jr. on Sunday, June 2 after the worship service. Rev. 

Crosson notified Pastor Roberts of his intent to retire in an 

April 23, 2019 letter which read, in part:

“Solomon, the great King of Israel, said that there is a time 
and place for everything under the sun, meaning a time to 
begin and eventually a time to end. Therefore, 
it is with deep regret that I am informing my 
Nineteenth Street Baptist Church family that 
my time of serving as the Assistant Pastor 
has come to an end. This letter serves as my 
official letter of retirement as your Assistant 
Pastor effective June 5, 2019.

“My tenure has been long, but with much 
reward. Dr. Jerry A. Moore Jr. called me to 
serve in this position. He conferred with the 
Board of Deacons and at a regular business 
meeting, I was voted by the Church to be 
Assistant to the Pastor. Later, the Board of 
Deacons changed the title to Assistant Pastor. 
Since that time, it has been a distinct honor 
to serve the church during the pastoral leadership of not 
only Dr. Jerry A. Moore Jr., but also Dr. Derrick Harkins and 
currently with Dr. Darryl D. Roberts. After the resignation 
and departure of Dr. Harkins, I was most gratified to be 
chosen by the church to serve for eighteen months as 
Interim Pastor. The church’s confidence in my leadership 
was a true blessing. As our church’s work continues at 
Nineteenth Street, it has been a great pleasure to serve as 

the Assistant Pastor with Pastor Roberts at the helm and 
witness all of the positive innovations that are underway.

“I want you to know that God is not through with me yet. 
Just as I have encouraged many of you to rest and devote 
time to your family life, I am retiring as Assistant Pastor so 
that I can dedicate more time to take care of my personal 
family matters.”

Rev. Crosson is loved for his dedication to 

the sick and shut-in, a mission that he has 

followed since his early days in the church. His 

commitment has included making home and 

hospital visits, serving communion, and making 

phone calls. His philosophy has been: “They 

come to us when they’re well; I go to see them 

when they can’t come here.”

Rev. Crosson has been part of Nineteenth Street 

since 1981. He was ordained here in June 1985 

but preached his initial sermon on July 4, 1976 at 

Mount Sinai Baptist Church, under the leadership 

of Rev. David Durham. He retired after 38 years as 

a federal government employee. He was born in 

Warrenton, North Carolina and later moved to Washington, DC. 

He graduated from Dunbar High School and earned a bachelor’s 

degree in Bible Studies from Washington Bible College. He also 

has taken classes at Howard University, George Washington 

University, American University and Capital Bible Seminary.

Rev. Crosson will continue to be a member and an Associate 

Minister of Nineteenth Street. Thank you Rev. Crosson for 38 

years of dedicated pastoral and ministerial service to the 

Nineteenth Street Baptist Church family! v
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Preaching at Prayer Meetings
By Deaconess Evangeline Stevens

Since 2017 Rev. Cheryl Coleman Hall has organized Nineteenth Street’s ministerial staff in 

sharing “mini” sermons at the second and fourth Thursday prayer meetings each month.

Rev. Lorise White Wolfe delivered a powerful sermonette on May 24. Her subject 

“Superheroes” was taken from Matthew 17:14-21. The chapter speaks of how the disciples 

were challenged because of their lack of faith, and only Jesus could heal the child. We all 

know the story: if you have faith the size of a mustard seed and if you want the mountain 

to move, it will move. The mountain can be any obstacle, problem, or situation placed 

before you. Armed with your belief in the power of the Name of Jesus, you simply need to 

speak to it in faith and tell that obstacle to MOVE. 

Join us at Prayer Meeting every Thursday from 6:30 to 7:30 PM. You won’t be 

disappointed! v

All Youth Invited to Vacation Bible School
By Elvinese Wyche

All young people, in and outside of our church, are invited 

to enjoy two weeks of Vacation Bible School, where we will 

continue to cultivate their Christian development. The students’ 

activities will include bible study lessons, arts and crafts, music 

and exercise. We even feed their bodies each day with a hot 

lunch. Vacation Bible School is designed for youth from 3 to 

13 years of age. Teenagers can serve as Vacation Bible School 

counselors for which they can earn service hours.

This year’s theme is “To Mars and Beyond.” Vacation Bible 

School runs from June 24 through July 5, from 9 AM to Noon. 

We meet each morning promptly at 9 for morning devotion in 

the fellowship hall.

At the conclusion of the program on Monday, July 8, we go on a 

Vacation Bible School outing to Kings Dominion.

Registration for Vacation Bible School will occur in the 

fellowship hall two weeks before it starts, or you can sign up on 

the first day. The two-week program is free.

For information about Vacation Bible School, contact Sister 

Elvinese Wyche, Deaconess Catherine Cheatham or Deacon 

Yvonne Dickson, or call the church office at 202-829-2773. v
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Sister Arianna Cypress 
By Baptism

Brother Ethan Cypress 
By Baptism

Brother Colin Cypress 
By Baptism

Brother Kariel McMillan 
By Baptism

Brother Garrett Cypress 
By Baptism

Sister Denise Austin 
joined the church by 

Experience of Grace in 
April 2019.

Get to Know  
Our New Members

New Members in May

Sister Coviece Marshall 
with daughter Claire 

By Experience of Grace



8The Epistle | Vol. 40 No. 5 | June 2019

TRUSTEE TALK

Thanks, Grants, and Apps!
By Trustee Donza M. Poole

Trustee Rally Day – Thanks!
Our sincere gratitude to the church family for a wonderful 

Trustee Rally Day celebration on May 19. The Trustee Board 

is honored to serve as stewards of the church’s finances and 

physical assets and to report annually on what the Board has 

accomplished through the church family’s generosity. This 

year’s Trustee Rally Day contributions will be used to repair the 

flooring in the fellowship hall in time for the 180th Anniversary 

Banquet on August 24. Repairs will begin after Vacation Bible 

School concludes.

There’s still time to make a Trustee Rally Day contribution. Use 

your Trustee Rally Day offering envelope or a regular offering 

envelope or contribute online using the church’s Givelify app or 

church website at www.everyblessing.org. Be sure to note that 

the contribution is for Trustee Rally Day.

RiverSmart Communities Grant
After an unsuccessful attempt last year, the church again 

applied for a RiverSmart Communities Grant from the District 

Department of Energy and Environment. We’re pleased to 

report that the church was one of this year’s six grant recipients 

who will share in $180,000 in grant money. We proposed to 

transform the church’s concrete courtyard into a pervious 

Prayer Garden. Water retention tools and rain barrels will 

be used to prevent stormwater runoff from the church from 

flowing into the District’s storm sewers and contaminating 

local waterways and the Chesapeake Bay. Although we don’t 

yet know the amount we will receive, the grant will allow us to 

transform the courtyard area aesthetically and will likely result 

in significantly lower water bills for the church, due to the 

change from an impervious to pervious surface. The RiverSmart 

Communities Grant program is administered by the Anacostia 

Watershed Society (AWS). The grant team has begun meeting 

with AWS about the Prayer Garden. Thanks to Deacon Deborah 

Crain Kemp and other members of the grant writing team. Look 

for future updates about this exciting project.Nineteenth Street’s Trustees recognized at May 19 Trustee Rally Day

continued on next page

http://www.everyblessing.org
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FEMA Security Grant Application
Last month, the Trustee Board collaborated with the 

Deacon Board to apply for a Nonprofit Security Grant 

to finance enhanced security measures, such as interior 

and exterior cameras, alarm systems, panic buttons, and 

security guards. The grants are funded by FEMA (Federal 

Emergency Management Agency) to help potentially 

at-risk nonprofits, including religious groups, be better 

prepared for threats and hazards. The church will learn 

whether we will receive a FEMA grant in late August.

Cheerful Giving Anytime – We’ve got an app for that
The Bible tells us that “God loves a cheerful giver.” (2 Cor. 

9:7) And for most of us, that giving occurs on Sundays 

when the ushers pass the offering plate. But what happens 

if you miss church or don’t have cash or a check on you 

when at church? For many that means no offering that 

week. Fortunately, it doesn’t have to be that way. You can 

give your tithes and offerings anytime, anywhere, using 

Givelify,  the church’s new mobile giving app. The app is 

available for both Apple and Android phones and tablets 

at the App Store and Google Play. Once you download 

the app, connect it to your bank or credit card account, 

and select Nineteenth Street as your home church. You 

can easily give using your phone or tablet. You may also 

give online at any time by visiting the church website at 

www.everyblessing.org, and clicking on the Givelify or 

PayPal donate buttons.

With summer vacation and travel season upon us, having 

these options available means you can support the church 

and the church’s summer ministries and programs at any 

time, even when you’re away. v

Welcome Church Greeters!
By Deaconess Evangeline Stevens

Goal 4 of the Church’s vision, A Stronger Church for All People 
by 2023, is to “Create a Dynamic Worship Experience,” which 

includes ensuring it is a welcoming experience. 

The Usher Board often serves as the first touch of the worship 

experience. We have added the role of Church Greeter to the 

Ushers Ministry to help us achieve the goal of a welcoming 

experience. Greeters are there to “greet” both familiar and new 

people coming into the sanctuary on Sunday mornings. v

Enthusiastic Church Greeters Roxanna Bilal and Sybil Barbour  
are on duty on the first Sundays.

http://www.everyblessing.org
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continued on next page

“Upon This Rock…”
180th Anniversary Historical Review in 15-Year Intervals

(1884 – 1899)
• In 1886, four years after becoming pastor, Rev. Walter Brooks 

and the congregation of Nineteenth Street erased the 

church’s debt of $5,600 and began to buy more land and 

make repairs to the building.

• In 1889 Pastor Brooks was a delegate to the International 

Sunday School Convention in London, England.

• Ms. Etta Lyles Booker, beloved Sunday School teacher and 

church clerk, was born in Alexandria, Virginia on December 

8, 1889. The Education Wing of the church is named in her 

honor.

• Nineteenth Street member Jennie S. Dean founded the 

Manassas Industrial School for Colored Youth in 1893; it was a 

private residential school which remained open until 1959.

• Rev. Walter Brooks was one of the founders of the National 

Baptist Convention in 1895; this was regarded as a victory 

over religious leaders who attempted to keep Blacks 

subservient to their counterparts in predominately white 

religious organizations.

• On July 21, 1896, the National Association of Colored Women 

held their founding meeting in a Sunday School room at 

Nineteenth Street. Suffragist Mary Church Terrell was the 

organization’s first president.

• The Young People’s Society of Christian Endeavor was 

organized in 1896. Their main goals were to provide flowers 

for the pulpit and raise contributions for the mission organi-

zations in Africa.

• In 1897 Nineteenth Street’s property was valued at $80,000; 

The Washington Bee regarded the location as “one of the 

best in Washington.”

• A choir of “one hundred voices” was featured at the church’s 

58th Anniversary Celebration in 1897; a report of the choir 
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was given by Miss M. L. Peterson, a relative of our current 

Deacon Yvonne Dickson.

• In the March 1898 edition of Home Mission, Nineteenth Street 

was highlighted as a “multifaceted edifice” with carpeted 

floors, piano, organ, and ladies’ parlor.

• The Sunday School has always been an important department 

of the church. The superintendents and average attendance 

from 1884 to 1899 are recorded as follows: 1884 Brother 

David A. Clarke – 261; 1885 Brother G.B. Anderson – 300; 1886 

Brother John A. Smith – 257; 1888 to 1890 Brother R. Brown – 

312; 1891 to 1892 return of Brother Clarke – 300; 1893 Brother 

E.W. Brown – 450; 1894 Sister R. C. Lewis (it was noted that 

she was the first female in twenty-five years) – 430; 1895 to 

1896 Brother Eugene Wright 400; and 1897 to 1902 Dr. A. H. 

Stevens – 332. v

Join Us on June 15 for Parade of Brides
The 180th Anniversary Committee presents “Parade of Brides Fashion Event” on Saturday, June 15, at 2 PM in 

the fellowship hall. This event will bring to life the history and tradition of the African American experience 

told through wedding fashions and church history. Get dressed up and come enjoy the entertainment and 

light refreshments. Tickets are $20. Contact Deaconess Brenda Lightening-Tolbert for more information. 

B U Y  Y O U R  T I C K E T S  N O W !

180th Anniversary Gala Dinner
Saturday, August 24, 2019, 5 PM

Wyatt A. James Fellowship Hall, Nineteenth Street Baptist Church

$60 per person, $30 per child under 12

Be an Anniversary Dinner Patron! 
 Gold Patron ($500) includes 2 dinner tickets plus Gold listing in the program

 Silver Patron ($180) includes 1 dinner ticket plus Silver listing in the program

 Bronze Patron ($50) includes Bronze listing in the program
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Church Anniversary  
Celebrated at ‘Jubilee’
By Wilma Bonner, Co-chair, 180th Anniversary Steering Committee

On Saturday, May 25, the Arena Stage Theatre was filled with two hundred Nineteenth 

Street Baptist Church members and their guests to witness an inspiring and enter-

taining production of Jubilee about the renowned Jubilee singers of Fisk University 

during the institution’s initial years. These students traveled across the United States 

and abroad to raise money to ensure that the University remained open and served as 

a highway to freedom and equal rights for African American women and men.

The production was specially promoted as the church celebrates its 180th Anniversary 

and we salute the strides and victories of our ancestors. The proceeds from this outing 

will go to the Love Pal program to support young people of our church who are in 

college today. It is expected that they, like their ancestors, will remain faithful to their 

Christian anchoring and continue to promote social, economic, and racial equity. v
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Women’s Day Observed
The Missionary Society Women’s Day was observed on Sunday, April 28. There were 

many highlights—the procession of women all clad in white, the musical selections of 

the special Women’s Day Choir, and the powerful message brought by Rev. Dr. Alethea 

Roselyn Smith-Withers, a daughter of Nineteenth Street who now pastors the Pavilion 

of God—a Baptist Community. It was a wonderful day! v
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Chess Club Meets
By Charles Gordon

Nineteenth Street’s Chess Club had its 

first gathering on Saturday, May 11. The 

club was created to provide a pleasant 

learning environment for those who have 

an interest in chess. All skill levels of 

chess enthusiasts are welcome.

The club is being organized by Charles 

Gordon, a nationally rated chess player 

in his youth, who remains an enthusiast. 

Charles believes that everyone can 

benefit from learning the game of chess, 

and encourages everyone to come enjoy 

an organization that emphasizes learning 

and fun in a physically and emotionally 

safe atmosphere.

Future meeting times will be announced 

in the church bulletin and available 

through the church office. v

Time to Sign-Up for Golf!
By Trustee Donza M. Poole

Annual Golf Tournament, June 24
Excitement is building for the 23rd Annual Rosemary and John H. Brinkley 

Memorial Golf Tournament taking place on Monday, June 24, at the Enterprise Golf 

Course in Mitchellville, Maryland. The tournament celebrates Brother Brinkley’s 

dedicated service to God and his church and supports various church ministries 

and projects. Members and friends of all ages and golf levels are welcome to 

participate in this wonderful day of fellowship, fun and food. The tournament’s 

“best ball” format enables teams to succeed, regardless of the individual level of 

play.

Form your own foursome or be placed in a group. Many churches and organiza-

tions participate in this annual event, which has been one of the area’s largest golf 

tournaments sponsored by an African American group. The cost is just $100 per 

player. Sponsorships are also available. The registration deadline is June 16. Call 

for availability after that date. Contact Tournament Chair Trustee Charlie Sprow at 

301-980-1030 or the church office at 202-829-2773 for information or to register.

Tee Time for Youth Too
Starting this summer, youth ages 8 to 17 can participate in the National First Tee 

Junior Golf Program. The 8-week program, with instruction by Professional Golfers’ 

Association (PGA) members, is designed to assist with the development of junior 

golfers. Classes will begin in mid-July and will be held at the Enterprise Golf 

Course. Transportation will be provided by the church. Applications are now being 

accepted. We are also seeking church members and friends to help sponsor and 

mentor the participants. The cost for instruction plus golf clubs and equipment is 

approximately $300 per student.

Interested parents and youth and prospective sponsors and mentors should 

contact Trustee Charlie Sprow at 301-980-1030. v
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Estate Planning Workshop Held
By Deacon Billy F. Gay, Stewardship Committee Co-Chair

The Stewardship Committee’s May 11 

Financial Literacy workshop focused 

on creating a legacy through estate 

planning. The workshop included remarks 

by a representative of the Industrial 

Bank of Washington and featured an 

informative presentation and question 

and answer session by attorneys Aimee 

Griffin, Shakesha A. Morgan, and Cynthia 

Martin of The Griffin Firm, LLC.

The presentation cited scriptures 

(Habakkuk 2:2, Luke 12:47, and Proverbs 

13:12) to show that God desires that we 

plan and when you know better, you 

can do better. The presenter used the 

examples of Michael Jackson, Aretha 

Franklin, and Prince, who all died without 

wills. In addition, she told the story of 

Osceola McCarty (a washer woman 

who was able to save up enough of her 

earnings to donate $1,500,000 to the 

University of Southern Mississippi) to 

show how every penny has the capacity 

to be used for transformative giving.

Speakers gave pragmatic advice on the 

need for estate planning, and explained 

important concepts, such as wills, trusts, 

durable powers of attorney and health 

care powers of attorney. We were warned 

not to succumb to fear, procrastination, 

indecision or cost as excuses for not 

creating an estate plan. Estate planning 

answers vital questions: what happens 

when you die, what happens if you are 

unable to care for yourself, and what are 

your wishes for distributing your assets.

With strategic planning you can make 

sure that your assets continue through 

your blood line while reflecting your 

moral values. Only 30% of African 

Americans have an estate plan. Attorney 

Griffin said, with tongue in cheek, “You 

don’t need to have an estate planning 

strategy if you don’t love anybody and 

nobody loves you.” As charitable givers, 

we can make our church the beneficiary 

our life insurance and other assets. Also, 

we may direct any taxable assets to 

a charitable ministry or cause with a 

no-contest clause.

Based on workshop attendees’ feedback, 

the presentation convinced many of the 

importance of preparing their strategic 

estate plan. Many thanks to the Industrial 

Bank of Washington and the Griffin Firm 

for this informative Financial Literacy 

session. v

Birthday 
Congratulations!

Happy Birthday to Sister Sylvia 
Hawley, who celebrated her 98th 

birthday on May 1, 2019.
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Youth Ministry News
By Rev. James Harris, Youth Pastor

We want to acknowledge Howard University Community Gospel 

Choir. We are so thankful for their ministry here at Nineteenth 

Street Baptist Church. The choir has served for our Youth 

Sunday worship service and hosted a concert here at the 

church. It has been quite exciting to see several of the members 

return on Sunday morning for our worship experience.

Youth and Graduate Recognition Sunday will take place on June 

9 at 9:50 AM. This will be a great time of celebration and thanks-

giving unto God for the great accomplishments of our youth 

and young adults. Our preacher for that day will be Minister 

Brandon Slaughter who served as an intern for the Youth 

Ministry this year.

If you are interested in being a volunteer for our youth ministry 

please reach out to Youth Pastor Rev. Harris via email at 

jamesharris29@gmail.com. There are some big, exciting, and 

revolutionary changes coming to our youth ministry, and we 

need your help.

Please keep the youth and young adult ministry in your prayers 

as we prepare for the new things God has in store for us. v

mailto:jamesharris29@gmail.com
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Calendar
JUNE
Sunday, June 2 – Church School, Promotions and Recognition 

Program, fellowship hall, 8:30 AM

Sunday, June 2 – Rev. James A. Crosson Jr. Retirement 
Celebration, fellowship hall, Noon

Wednesday, June 5 – Wednesday Bible Study, “Praise & Worship” 
with Pastor Roberts and Rev. Harris, fellowship hall, 
12:15 – 1:15 PM

Wednesday, June 5 – Pastor Roberts, Guest Preacher for “Men’s 
Season Revival,” accompanied by Men’s Choir, at 
Galilee Baptist Church, 2101 Shadyside Avenue, 
Suitland, Maryland, 7 PM

Thursday, June 6 – Youth Ministry, Young Adults Mixer with 
First Baptist Church, Moxy Hotel, 1011 K Street NW, 
Washington, DC, 7 PM

Friday, June 7 – Senior Ministry Community Workshop with DC 
Department of Aging & Community Living, fellowship 
hall, 1 – 3 PM

Saturday, June 8 – Deacons and Deaconesses Diaconate Meeting, 
fellowship hall, 10 AM – 2 PM

Sunday, June 9 – Youth and Graduate Recognition Sunday 
Service, 10 AM; Reception and Seventh Annual 
Oratorical Contest, fellowship hall, following service

Wednesday, June 12 – Wednesday Bible Study, “Praise & Worship” 
with Pastor Roberts and Rev. Harris, fellowship hall, 
12:15 – 1:15 PM

Saturday, June 15 – Parade of Brides Fashion Show, A 180th 
Church Anniversary Event, fellowship hall, 2 PM

Sunday, June 16 – Father’s Day Worship Service, 10 AM

Sunday, June 16 – Pastor Roberts on Coach Butch McAdams 
Radio Show, WOL (1450 AM) and MAGIC (95.9 FM), 
12:30 PM

Wednesday, June 19 – Wednesday Bible Study, “Praise & Worship” 
with Pastor Roberts and Rev. Harris, fellowship hall, 
12:15 – 1:15 PM

Friday, June 21 – Women’s Ministry Dinner and Vision Board Party, 
fellowship hall, 7 – 9 PM

Saturday, June 22 – God’s Hope Chest Ministry, Annual Birthday 
Celebration for Foster Children, fellowship hall, 1 – 4 PM

Sunday, June 23 – New Members Ministry, Conversation with 
Pastor Roberts and Church Tour, fellowship hall, Noon

Monday, June 24 – Rosemary and John H. Brinkley Memorial Golf 
Tournament, Enterprise Golf Course, 2802 Enterprise 
Road, Mitchellville, Maryland, 9 AM

Monday, June 24– Vacation Bible School begins (through Friday, 
July 5), 9 AM – Noon

Sunday, June 30 – Men’s Day Worship Service, 10 AM; Reception 
following morning service, fellowship hall, Noon

JULY
Wednesday, July 3 – Vacation Bible School Closing Ceremony, 

11 AM

Thursday, July 4 – Independence Day Holiday, church office 
closed

Friday, July 5 – Vacation Bible School Last Day with barbecue 
cookout, 9 AM – Noon

Sundays July 7 through August 25 – Church School Summer 
Session, fellowship hall, 8:30 AM

Monday, July 8 – Vacation Bible School Annual Outing to Kings 
Dominion, bus departs church at 9 AM

Friday, July 12 – Senior Ministry Seminar, fellowship hall, 1 – 3 PM

Saturday, July 13 – Music Ministry Workshop, 10 AM – 2 PM

Thursday, July 18 – Progressive Adults Theater Outing, “Disney’s 
Aladdin,” Kennedy Center, 7 PM

Friday, July 19 – Church Business Meeting, fellowship hall, 7 PM

Sunday, July 21 – Pastor Roberts on Coach Butch McAdams Radio 
Show, WOL (1450 AM) and MAGIC (95.9 FM), 12:30 PM
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