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PASTOR’S CORNER

A Season of Gratitude 
By Rev. Dr. Darryl D. Roberts

All too often, we fail to respond in gratitude 

to the kindness, grace, love and mercy God 

shows us. When we move through life with a 

sense of ingratitude, we communicate that all 

of life is about us and we deserve whatever 

we get, so we don’t need to be grateful or 

thankful. 

There have been moments in all our lives when 

we needed others to do things for us that we could not do for 

ourselves. But, some of us get amnesia and fail to say thank 

you. We are here today because somebody met us at the inter-

section of our problem and plea for help. So, we should always 

have an attitude of gratitude and praise. 

As we enter the season of Thanksgiving, we are reminded that 

there are many reasons to be thankful. This is a time when we 

should look back to honor all that God has done, celebrate what 

God is doing, and look forward to praise God for what is on the 

way. 

If we focus on how God has blessed our church this year as 

we observed our 180th anniversary, our hearts should be 

overflowing with thanksgiving. We kicked off our anniversary 

celebration by reenacting the march to our current location 

at 16th Street some 44 years ago, while honoring the longest 

living members of our church. We journeyed with scholars who 

emphasized black presence in the Bible, and we historicized 

our stained-glass depiction of Jesus in the memorial alcove. 

We declared the year of Jubilee with the Fisk Jubilee Singers 

at Arena Stage with the Progressive Adults. We marched in 

the Parade of Brides as we examined the evolution of wedding 

attire to tell an important story about who we are and what we 

have done. We gathered by the hundreds in Rock Creek Park for 

praise, family fun, and food. Some walked and some ran, but we 

all crossed the finish line as we made strides for healthy children 

in Haiti. We give God thanks for these precious memories and 

so many more. 

As we scroll through our personal and collective stories, we will 

discover that we have many reasons to be thankful. First, we 

should have an attitude of gratitude when we remember that 

God has blessed us to be a blessing. In Psalm 118, a Davidic king 

leads a postexilic nation in a liturgy of thanksgiving for God’s 

deliverance. The psalmist’s trust in God is secure because God 

provides some amazing victories. He looks back over his life 

and realizes when his life was jeopardized, his kingdom was 

imperiled, and his hope was hijacked, God provided. 

Because God keeps on making a way for us, God wants to 

use our hands and our hearts to help others rejoice over what 

the Lord has done in their lives. That’s why we commend our 

Church School for leading our annual Thanksgiving outreach. 

Through the generosity of the membership, we will again 

provide families with a complete Thanksgiving meal, donate 

hundreds of dollars to local shelters, and provide our sick-

and-shut-in members with fruit baskets. We will also continue 

continued on next page
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our ministry of providing nutritious groceries to 

hundreds of underserved families each month 

through the dedicated volunteers who run our 

Food Pantry and HIS Homeless ministries. 

Another reason that we should be overflowing 

with gratitude is because God has provided us 

with the key to salvation. Psalm 118 tells us God’s 

wrath has turned into mercy because of what 

the psalmist shares in verse 22: I will give thanks 

because “the stone that the builders rejected 

has become the cornerstone; the Lord has done 

this, and it is marvelous in our eyes.” He clarifies 

his statement in verse 27 when he says God’s 

light shines upon us, and he has set us apart as 

a holy people. In other words, Jesus—the one 

who was rejected by his own people, booted out 

of the church, tried by a Kangeroo Court, and 

hung on an old rugged cross—has become the 

“cornerstone” of our faith, the most important 

stone in the foundation of the church. God 

has chosen the foolish things of the world to 

confound the wise. The Chief Cornerstone of our 

faith is Jesus Christ. 

As we move from solid rock to higher ground, 

let us always have an attitude of gratitude that 

permeates every aspect of our walk with Christ. 

Let us not get weary but recognize that when we 

work together God can hear our desperate cries 

for help and provide immediate miracles. And, 

as we model an attitude of gratitude, others will 

discover that God is able to do great work on the 

canvas of our lives and transform our plaintive 

laments into songs of praise. v

Christian Mite Sunday to  
Honor God and Veterans
By Hilda Douglas, President, Christian Mite Society 

On Sunday, November 10, the Christian Mite Society will celebrate its 152 

years of service with a special worship service in honor of Veterans Day. 

The Chaplain of the United States Senate, Chaplain 

Barry C. Black, will be the guest preacher. The Dunbar 

Senior High School Honor Guard will present the 

colors, and familiar patriotic songs will be sung by our 

choir.

The Christian Mite Society was founded November 10, 

1867, and Christian Mite Sunday has historically been 

observed on the Sunday before Veterans Day. This 

year, the Christian Mite Society has reached out to 

local veterans organizations to invite them to worship 

with us. We encourage all members to invite active and retired uniformed 

services friends and family to join us in worship on this special day.

We are creating a slide show to recognize Nineteenth Street’s veterans 

to run during the reception following the worship service. We are 

seeking photographs of current or deceased church members 

(preferably in uniform) by November 1. Pictures can be emailed to 

ChristianMite@everyblessing.org, or we will scan your photograph for 

you. Be sure to include the veteran’s name and service details (e.g., 

branch of service, years served, awards). Contact Hilda Douglas at 

paige531@verizon.net if you have any questions about Christian Mite 

Sunday. 

Please join us on November 10 as we honor God and honor our veterans. 

For the second offering on Christian Mite Sunday, we are asking church 

members to give a generous donation of $50. v

mailto:ChristianMite@everyblessing.org
mailto:paige531@verizon.net
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In Memory of  
The Honorable Elijah E. Cummings (1951–2019)
The Helping Hand Club celebrated African American History on 
February 12, 2017. The scripture for the celebratory worship 

was, “The one thing required of such a servant is that he/she be 

faithful to his master.” (1 Corinthians 4:2) The Honorable Elijah 
E. Cummings was the guest speaker. Cummings was known 

for dedicating his life of service to uplifting and empowering 

people. In the Maryland House of Delegates, he became the 

first African American in Maryland history to be named Pro 

Tem. In 1996, he was elected to the 7th District of the House of 

Representatives, where he served as the Ranking Member of the 

Committee on Oversight and Government Reform. 

The Honorable Elijah E. Cummings’ message that morning 

had an intergenerational appeal: “A Historical Charge to Keep: 

A God to Glorify.” Congressman Cummings wove the triple 

threads of “Pain, Passion and Purpose” throughout his message. 

His introductory text was “You did not choose me; I chose you 

and appointed you to go out so that you bear much fruit, the 

kind of fruit that endures.” (John 15:16). Through his humorous 

and personal anecdotes, he explained the reason that one 

should never ask, “Why God?” Rather, just examine it for its 

good. God does a thing for His purpose that He may receive all 

the glory. He wants us all to become blessed to be a blessing 

to others. Historically, out of the pain of slavery, we each are to 

bear fruit by contributing to society to make a difference for 

good. God would expect us to do no less. This is the historical 

charge to African Americans today.

The Congressman’s Fireside Chat after the service, moderated 

by Pastor Roberts, provided an opportunity to discuss another 

topic, “Moving Forward in a Time of Crisis.” The Congressman 

gave his wise insights into a wide range of topics. Jadyn 

Wilensky, a young member of the church, led the question 

and answer session. Congressman Cummings challenged all 

the youth to get an education, vote often, run for an office 

(become teen leaders). He also told each youth to have “self-

knowledge” by journaling about your pains or bullying, feelings 

of inadequacy, dreams, etc. Learn from your own voice about 

healing and growth. “You will find the passion that will be God’s 

mission for your life and salvation.” 

We were all blessed, especially our young people, to sit at the 

feet of the Honorable Elijah E. Cummings that day to receive 

a message that we could take into a future that we could not 

begin to envision. 

Submitted by Deaconess Mattie B. H. Gay,  
Recording Secretary for the Helping Hand Club.

With members of the Youth Ministry
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TRUSTEE TALK

Prayer Garden and New Outdoor Sign Coming Soon
By Trustee Donza M. Poole

If all goes as planned, the church will break ground this month 

for the prayer garden and a new outdoor sign.

Prayer Garden
The final design for the prayer garden was approved in 

October, and a permit was issued for its construction. Work 

on the garden is scheduled to begin this month, and the 

garden is expected to be completed by the end of the year. In 

preparation for the transformation of the space from a largely 

concrete surface into an environmentally friendly and aestheti-

cally pleasing prayer garden, the Men’s Ministry decided the 

building exterior around the garden could use sprucing up. Last 

month, members of the Men’s Ministry painted the exterior and 

surrounding wood trim. Our sincere thanks to the Men’s Ministry 

for taking on this project. 

The prayer garden will be constructed with proceeds from the 

RiverSmart Communities Grant that the church was awarded 

this year. The change from a largely nonpermeable surface 

to a permeable prayer garden will help reduce stormwater 

runoff into local waterways, such as the Anacostia River and 

Chesapeake Bay. It will also help reduce the church’s water bill.

Outdoor Sign
After years of having a sign that was not fully functional and 

showed its age, the church will install a new outdoor sign or 

church marquee this month. Once installed, it will be one of 

the few church marquees on 16th Street NW with an electronic 

feature. The sign will not be fully electronic, and the electronic 

portion will not include flashing or moving parts. However, the 

electronic feature will allow the church to change the sign 

messages on a regular basis, so that thousands of people who 

pass the church each day will be able to learn more about the 

church and church events. 

AED Installed
We are pleased to report that the automated 

electronic defibrillator (AED) has been 

installed in the fellowship hall. Several church 

members have been trained on how to use 

the AED. The acquisition and installation of 

the AED was a joint project of the Board of 

Trustees and the Health Ministry. Plans are being made to add 

an AED to the second floor of the church, as well.

End of the Year Giving Tips
As we approach the end of the year, many may find that they 

want to increase their giving to the church. To ensure your 

contributions are recorded properly, remember to follow these 

important giving tips: 1) always include your envelope number 

on your offering; 2) when giving to a specific ministry or cause, 

be sure to identify it (if it is not identified, the contribution will 

be treated as a tithes and offering contribution for the budget); 

and 3) when giving by check, remember to sign the check. We 

appreciate the church family’s support of the mission and vision 

of NSBC with your tithes and offerings. v
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Deaconess Family Dinner Honors Six for their Service
By Deaconess Brenda Lightening-Tolbert

If splendor needed a visual, none could be better than the 

various shades of purple and white that graced the Wyatt 

A. James Fellowship Hall, like a Michelangelo painting. On 

Sunday, October 20, immediately after the worship service, this 

spectacular scene greeted church family and friends attending 

the 28th Annual Deaconess Family Dinner. This celebratory 

event recognizes the significance of the Deaconesses’ servant 

leadership and provides an opportunity for family-friendly 

fellowship. As the church nears the end of a year-long 

celebration of its 180th anniversary, the Deaconess Ministry 

celebrates more than 100 years of exemplary service. 

During the program, six deaconesses were honored for their 

faithful and dedicated service to the Deaconess Ministry and 

its mission. The Honorees were Deaconesses Eleanor Banks, 

Philicia Jones, Jean Jordan, Gloria Morris, Margie Thomas, and 

Mozelle Watkins. They collectively have devoted more than 200 

years of time-honored service to the Board of Deaconesses. 

The afternoon program featured the musical versatility of our 

talented Music Minister Kenneth Peagler. His rendition of “I want 
Jesus to Walk with Me” was one of the powerful selections that 

provided a spiritual blessing for us. 

Thank you to caterer John Carthan (What’s Your Pleasure 

Catering of Waldorf, Maryland) for the scrumptious meal and 

to the many individuals who donated delicious homemade 

desserts. We also extend special thanks to dinner co-chairs 

Deaconesses Linda Leftrict and Gloria Smith and to those 

who provided administrative, maintenance, and music/media 

support.

The Deaconess Board celebrates and give thanks for God’s 

presence in all that we do. v

continued on next page

Honoree Deaconess Mozelle Watkins (second from left) Honoree Deaconess Phillicia Jones (seated front)
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Honoree Jean Jordan (seated) Shirley France (second left) accepts award for  
Deaconess Margie Thomas

Wendy Morris (second left) accepts award for her mother  
Deaconess Gloria Morris

Honoree Deaconess Eleanor Banks 
(seated)

Dinner Co-chairs Deaconesses 
Linda Leftrict and Gloria Smith
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New Members 

Kailee and Kinsley Beckham receive  
Right Hand of Fellowship

Janee Drumgold, baptized on September 22, 
2019, shown with Deaconesses Eloise Turner 

and Margaret Corbin.

Caption goes here

Received the Right Hand of Fellowship
Sister Kailee Beckham

Sister Kinsley Beckham

By Experience of Grace
Sister Taquanna Bolden

Sister Lorraine Falls

Sister Deborah A. Drummond

Brother Lawrence F. X. Williams 

By Baptism
Sister Janee Drumgold

180th Anniversary Presentation 
Nineteenth Street and the NMAAHC 

Sunday, November 17, 2019 • 12:30 PM
Wyatt A. James Fellowship Hall

Judge Robert Wilkins will talk about how Nineteenth Street 

was involved in the creation of the historic NMAAHC. His book, 

Long Road to Hard Truth: The 100 Year Mission to Create the 

National Museum of African American History and Culture, will 

be available for sale. Refreshments will be served before the 

program.
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Annual Christmas 
Bazaar Planned for 
December 8
By Trustee Donza M. Poole

Save the Date for the sixth annual Fair Trade Christmas 

Bazaar & Bake Sale, taking place on Sunday, December 

8, after worship service. The annual bazaar, which has 

grown over the years, features unique gifts, Fair Trade 

coffees and foods, home décor, jewelry, clothing, and 

assorted home baked goods. 

The bazaar is sponsored by the Building Fund 

Committee to help raise funds for capital improvements 

and repairs to the church.

The bazaar will again feature handmade crafts for sale 

by the Youth Ministry. Many of the other vendors at the 

bazaar will be local entrepreneurs and artisans, giving 

people the opportunity to shop local and support small 

businesses. The bazaar is known for featuring “gifts that 

give more.”

Vendors interested in being part of the bazaar should 

contact the church office at 202-829-2773. v

To Benefit Our Love Pal Program

Join the Progressive Adults 
for an Evening of “Renditions 
of Christmas Classics”

Dave Koz & Friends
Strathmore Music Center,  
North Bethesda, Maryland

Monday, December 9, 8 PM

Cost:  $80

Since launching his annual Christmas 

Tour more than two decades ago, 

acclaimed smooth jazz saxophonist 

Dave Koz has become a staple of 

the holiday season for fans around 

the country. This year, Koz and 

special guests bring the cheer like never before, performing fresh 

renditions of Christmas classics as well as a Hanukkah medley and 

hits from his catalog. Koz will be accompanied by Jonathan Butler, 

Melissa Manchester, Michael Lington, and Chris Walker.

To reserve your tickets, contact Ann Saunders at (202) 529-3188 

or Cynthia Thompson at (202) 722-4694. Transportation will be 

provided by the church bus, leaving at 6 PM. Bus reservations are 

required. v
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“Upon This Rock…”
180th Anniversary Historical Review in 15-Year Intervals

(1944 – 1959)
• Rev. Walter H. Brooks died July 26, 1945, just short of his 94th 

birthday. He served as pastor of Nineteenth Street for 63 

years.

• The Committee on Codification of Church Rules and 

Regulations was appointed in February 1948 to make more 

accessible and uniform rules that had been developed over 

the years. The committee consisted of three deacons, three 

trustees, and the church clerk. 

• On May 26, 1946, Rev. Dr. Jerry A. Moore Jr. was installed as 

the pastor of Nineteenth Street and served in this capacity 

for 50 years. He had served as Rev. Brooks’ assistant and was 

one of his divinity students at Howard University.

• The Pastor’s Aid Club was organized in March 1947; it had 

originally been the Overseas Relief Club.

• George W. Murphy was named as the first Minister of Music at 

Nineteenth Street in 1947.

• The first Girl Scout Troop at Nineteenth Street was organized 

in 1948.

• Nineteenth Street offered its first Vacation Bible School in 

1948; it was led by Lealure S. Geater. 

• Julia E. Brooks, daughter of Rev. Walter H. Brooks, died on 

November 24, 1948. She was one of the incorporators of 

Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority in 1913 on the campus of Howard 

University.

• As reported in “A Study of Activities of the Church for the 

year of 1950,” there were 25 clubs and organizations. The 

Helping Hand Club, Industrial Club, Men’s Club, and the Senior 

Christian Endeavor Society each had more than 100 active 

members. 

• Nineteenth Street’s Progressive Adults began in 1950. 

• The first teen retreat, named Camp Mo-tyce in honor of 

Rev. Moore and his wife Dr. Ettyce Moore, was held at Storer 

College at Harpers Ferry in 1953.

• The Junior Choir was organized under the direction of Ursula 

Holmes in 1956.

• The church membership in 1956 was 1,225. 

• To ensure that new members learned the history, organi-

zational structure, and activities of the church,  the New 

Members Ministry was established in 1958 under the 

leadership of Deaconess Katherine Thomas. v
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Lest We Forget – A Tribute to Deaconess Jean Jordan
By Wilma F. Bonner

When could be a better time to learn more about the oldest 

African American Baptist church in the Nation’s capital than 

during its 180th anniversary commemoration? And, who could 

provide such a wealth of firsthand knowledge and 

observations better than Deaconess Jean Jordan?

Beginning regular attendance at the age of 

three and having been baptized at the age of 

nine in 1939, Deaconess Jordan has amassed 

varied and vivid memories of traditions, people, 

and events that render a brilliant and insightful 

mosaic of our church. Deaconess Jordan was 

the third generation, following her parents and 

paternal grandparents, to belong to Nineteenth 

Street. Her three children, Eugene (Jimmy), 

Darryl (deceased), and Sheila are the 

fourth generation. 

Through four scores of work and 

commitment, Deaconess Jordan has 

served as a pivotal “rock” in the growth of 

this house of worship. In 1970 she became 

a member of the Deaconess Board where 

she currently serves. In addition, she sang in 

the Junior and Senior Choirs for more than 60 

years, took an active role in the Missionary Society, taught 

Sunday School under Superintendent Garnett Crossley, and 

participated in the Progressive Young Adults (now known 

as the Progressive Adults). She also laundered by hand the 

communion linen for 40 years. She’s worked hard and made a 

difference, indeed. 

Were it not for her sharing, we would not have known that Rev. 

Brooks, pastor from 1882 to 1945, often interjected into his 

sermons the experiences he had as a slave. Some of the 

anecdotes actually included bits of humor, she reported. 

During Rev. Brooks’ pastorate, members often sat by 

profession and friendships—teachers, government 

workers, those in the medical field—and could become 

annoyed when “outsiders” attempted to intrude. A 

marked change in this practice came about after Rev. 

Jerry Moore Jr. became pastor in 1946, she recounts. 

Another little-known fact for many congregants, she 

divulged, was the notion of renaming Nineteenth 

Street Baptist Church to Brooks Memorial 

when the church relocated to its present 

site. That was voted down because of the 

possibility of losing our identity. Deaconess 

Jordan is still on the battlefield to make sure 

that never happens.

In celebration of our 180th anniversary, a special 

focus has been placed on members with 80 or more 

years of membership at Nineteenth Street. How blessed 

we have been to benefit from the memories and contributions 

of Sister Thelma D. Fagin Hyman, the recently deceased Deacon 

Emeritus Walter A. Jackson Jr., Deaconess Jean Jordan, and 

Sister Pearl J. Davis. v
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2019 Haiti Walk 5K – A Brisk Walk for a Good Cause
Nineteenth Street walkers and runners gathered on a chilly October 19 in Rock Creek Park  

for the fourth annual Haiti Walk 5K to raise money for a pediatric health clinic in Haiti. What a fellowship!
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Building a Legacy of Faith
By Rev. Reginald Townsend, Associate Minister

Did you know that God has a plan and purpose 

for each of our lives? The challenge of the 

Christian journey is to discover that plan and 

purpose. I have often wondered if Harriet 

Tubman knew of God’s ultimate plan for her life. 

I do know that she was a praying woman. What 

about Frederick Douglass, George Washington 

Carver, Martin Luther King Jr., Oprah Winfrey, 

the 44th President Barack Obama and, of course, Congressman 

Elijah Cummings, all people of faith. 

The Christian life involves hard work. It requires us to give up 

whatever endangers our relationship with God, to run patiently, 

and to struggle against sin with the power of the Holy Spirit. 

To live effectively, we must keep our eyes on Jesus. We will 

stumble if we look away from Him to stare at ourselves, or to 

look at the circumstances surrounding us.

When we face hardship and discouragement, it is easy to lose 

sight of the big picture. Many have already made it through 

life, enduring far more difficult circumstances than we have 

experienced. Suffering is the training ground for Christian 

maturity. It develops patience and makes our final victory sweet.

The Apostle Paul states in Hebrews 12:2, “Let us fix our eyes on 

Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set 

before Him endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down 

at the right hand of the throne of God.” Paul is saying in the text, 

when you face difficult times in life, don’t give up. No matter the 

situation or your circumstances, whether in sickness or health, 

God is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask 

or think according to the power that works in us. (Ephesians 

3:20)

This year Nineteenth Street Baptist Church humbly celebrates 

180 years of collective achievement as African American people 

of God. In the words of the old Negro hymn, “We’ve come this 

far by faith, Leaning on the Lord, Trusting in His Holy Word, He 

never failed us—yet.“ 

Our ancestors, both slaves and free, stepped out on faith, 

believing they could build a church with the help of the Lord. 

They believed that God would take care of them. They paid a 

price when they left the First Baptist Church of Washington, DC. 

However, in the process, our ancestors established an enduring 

historical and spiritual legacy of trust and faithfulness to Christ.  

Webster defines Legacy as “anything handed down from the 

past as from an ancestor or predecessor.” Legacy is not bound 

by age or time served. A legacy represents your body of work 

at each stage of your journey. As we establish the foundational 

building blocks of life and accumulate the required wisdom to 

contribute to growth, our legacy is our achievement. 

Finally, let us always remember to keep our eyes on Jesus Christ. 

Because it is only what we do for Christ that will be counted in 

the end. Each time you embrace and inspire others, you have 

the capacity to introduce them to Christ as their living Lord 

and Savior. With every encounter, you can encourage others to 

accept life on God’s timetable. In doing this, you are contrib-

uting a little more to building your legacy of faith and the 

legacy of God’s Kingdom on earth. v
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Smartphones and You
By Carlton Terry 

On September 6, 2019, in partnership with Connect.DC, our 

Church hosted a Smartphone 101 Workshop attended by 23 

eager and enthusiastic senior members of our congregation. 

The workshop was conducted in a 48-foot Mobile Tech Lab 

bookmobile equipped with computers and Wi-Fi setups. 

Workshop participants waited patiently outside as the van 

rolled onto the church parking lot. As they loaded on the van, 

our congregants were obviously excited and were seen giving 

friendly nudges to one another as they quickly boarded to get 

the better seats. Their participation proved that “one is never 

too old to learn the digital technology.”

As seniors adapt to a more digital environment, several 

District of Columbia agencies and nonprofit organizations 

are partnering to offer programs, such as this one, that target 

our city’s senior population. As the workshop got underway, 

participants became more excited to hear, learn, and gather 

information on how “their lives” would be changed by the 

fast-moving digital technology around our city. 

During the 90-minute workshop, participants listened very 

attentively, asked numerous questions during the Q & A session, 

and shared information among themselves. All were eager to 

obtain more information and insight on how best to navigate 

the growing digital landscape and make this technology 

more relevant to their daily lives. How then can we use our 

smartphones to our maximum benefit each day? What do we 

need to know about our smartphones?

Your smartphone (or mobile phone) is like a personal miniature 

computer. Nowadays, phones are not used only to make and 

receive calls and send and receive text messages. They also 

are used to receive and send emails or instant messages; 

surf the internet; purchase goods and services; make travel, 

hotel and dining reservations; monitor bank or investment 

accounts; deposit checks; transfer money and even pay bills. In 

addition, smartphones are used to manage your calendar (i.e. 

doctor appointments, remember birthdays); take and share 

pictures; engage in social media, such as Facebook, Twitter, 

and Instagram; stream movies; play and download music; play 

games; and monitor health signs, among other uses. All are 

accessed through mobile applications you can download for 

free or purchase from an app store. Examples of smartphone 

apps are games, image editors, navigation maps, budgeting 

apps, word processors, you name it. There is almost no limit to 

what you can do with a smartphone; it is a very powerful tool 

that can make your life easier, better and more fun. 

Ronald Taylor was the Smartphone Workshop Coordinator. 
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Another Great Day at The Golf Course
By Trustee Charlie Sprow, Tournament Chair

 The 23rd Annual Rosemary and John 

H. Brinkley Memorial Golf Tournament 

on June 24, 2019, at the Enterprise Golf 

Course in Mitchellville, Maryland was 

again very, very successful. Ninety golfers 

enjoyed a picturesque day with perfect 

weather followed by a wonderfully 

catered meal. The tournament netted 

approximately $7,000, which will benefit 

several Nineteenth Street ministries.

Cash prizes were awarded to the first, 

second, and third-place teams as well 

as to winners for the long ball and 

closest to the pin contests. Our own 

Karen Williamson was the winner of the 

women’s closest to the pin.

In addition to the players, patrons, and 

volunteers who actively supported this 

tournament, we also give thanks to 

the staff at Enterprise Golf Course for 

their professionalism in interacting with 

the players and our church staff. The 

event went off without any problems 

whatsoever!

We greatly appreciate the many sponsors 

that ensure the success of this event each 

year. v

PLATINUM SPONSORS $1,000

The Griffin Firm (Aimee Griffin)

Diane Lewis  
(Niece of Rosemary and John Brinkley) 

SILVER SPONSORS $300–$350

Dr. Evelyn Higginbotham

Ben Soto, Premium Title

HOLE SPONSORS $200

Trustee Carolyn and Jimmy Wilson

Rev. James Crosson

Deaconess Louise and Bernard White

Deaconess Dena Bowen

Trustee James Rodgers

Dr. Tommie Thompson

Hanagan Auto Body

Jasper’s Restaurant, Largo Md.

Largo Bright Smiles

Lucas& Tucker PC, CPA  
(Randy Woolridge)

Richard and Dollena Jones

NFL Retired Officials 

PATRONS $100

Frank and Marianne Seales

Judy Dillon

Louis Ford

Rev. Reginald Townsend

Sybil Barbour

Trustee William Quander

Deacon Leon Pierce

Carlton Terry

Bertha Lawrence

Mae Simms Boggs

Judge Alexander Williams

Special thanks go to the following 

tournament staff and volunteers who 

worked very hard to ensure our success:

Latonya Clark

Shirley France

Janice Ghenene

Sheila Hyppolite

Deborah Crain Kemp  
(The Greatest Photographer)

Trustee Franklin Smith

Robin Smith

Portia Thompson

Bernard White

Karen Williamson
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Three Generations Dance to Praise the Lord!
By Karen R. Sidney-Drumgold

I joined the Liturgical Dance Ministry at Nineteenth Street in 

the winter of 1999. When asked to join, I told them I did not 

have any previous dance experience. I was told that it was not 

required. If I loved the Lord and wanted to praise him through 

song and dance, this is where I was supposed to be.

Most of the time, we practiced on Saturday from 8 to 10 AM, 

before the choirs rehearsed. I would have to wake up between 

5:45 and 6 AM, so I could leave my home around 7 AM, just 

so we could arrive by 8 AM. To wake up my eight-year-old 

daughter, Teona, was really a problem because she felt she 

should be able to sleep in on Saturday. Ms. Margie Thomas, the 

church school superintendent, asked the adult Liturgical Dance 

Ministry if we could organize a youth liturgical dance ministry. 

Ms. Thomas told us she would make sure that the church school 

would purchase their uniforms. Anything we needed, she would 

provide for us. Teona started dancing at the age of 10 and 

continued until she was about 18 years old.

Teona attended college and had various jobs, which required 

her to work on Sundays. Every now and then, she would make 

it to church. Teona had her daughter McKenzie in April 2014; 

McKenzie would come to practice as well, from infancy until her 

present age of five. I would pack a bag with snacks, coloring 

books, a tablet, educational work (tracing letters, writing 

numbers, etc.) to keep her busy while we practiced.

In the summer of 2019, a text was sent out to the old members 

as well as new members who were interested in joining the 

continued on next page



19The Epistle | Vol. 40 No. 9 | November 2019

dance ministry for our church anniversary. Teona decided 

she would dance since she now has Sundays off. That meant 

we would pack up the car for a 21-month old (Malachi) and 

a 5-year-old (McKenzie) to have enough snacks, tablets, and 

educational sheets to occupy their time. 

While we were practicing and McKenzie was playing on the 

tablet, she was also watching us dance. The next thing we 

knew, she was dancing in the aisles, imitating us, and in the 

front as the teens and preteens were dancing. She picked 

up on the steps so fast. The dance leaders consulted with 

Teona and McKenzie to see if she wanted to dance since she 

knew all the steps. Teona and McKenzie both agreed. 

When McKenzie tried on her dance attire, she was so happy. 

The Saturday before the 180th Anniversary celebration, 

Rev. Lorise White-Wolfe said, “Karen, did you realize with 

McKenzie dancing there are three generations from your 

household praising the Lord through dance and music?” 

All I could say was WOW! That is such a blessing. And I 

have my great niece Janee’ Drumgold dancing with the 

youth. She and McKenzie are the seventh generation of the 

Jackson, Sidney, Drumgold, Slayton family, who all grew up 

in Nineteenth Street Baptist Church.

August 25, 2019, was a glorious day for our family. The 

family matriarch, Deacon Emeritus Walter A. Jackson Jr.*, 

95-years young, watched the service from his tablet. He was 

so proud of his family and the history that was being made 

as family members were still actively participating in church 

activities and carrying the torch. v

*Deacon Emeritus Walter A. Jackson Jr. passed on October 
15, 2019. See the October 2019 Epistle article celebrating 
his more than 85 years as a member of Nineteenth Street 
Baptist Church.

Epistle Cover 
Contest 

After two years, it is time to find a new 

picture for the cover of The Epistle. We 

invite church members of any age or ability to submit a 

photo or image that will make a great cover for the newsletter. 

The current photo, which has been used for the past two years, 

was submitted by amateur photographer Gloria Tisdale and was 

selected over a number of other entries.

If you think you have a great picture for the cover, please email 

your original photo or image to Epistle@everyblessing.org 

by January 6, 2020. The new cover will be introduced on the 

February issue. (There will be no January 2020 issue.) Contact 

Karen Williamson at williamsonke@gmail.com if you have any 

questions.
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THE EPISTLE Newsletter of the  
Nineteenth Street Baptist Church“You are our epistle written in our hearts, known and read by all men…” 2 Corinthians 3:2

Check out and follow our social media accounts: 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/Everyblessing.org

Instagram: www.instagram.com/explore/tags/nsbcdc

Twitter: twitter.com/_nsbcdc

Y Watch broadcasts of our weekly 
Worship Services on YouTube

mailto:Epistle@everyblessing.org
mailto:williamsonke@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/Everyblessing.org/
https://www.instagram.com/explore/tags/nsbcdc/
https://twitter.com/_nsbcdc
https://www.facebook.com/Everyblessing.org
http://www.instagram.com/nsbcdc
http://twitter.com/_nsbcdc
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UClL8xG5-YbTSRVVx1odHcZA
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Youth Football Team Worships with Us
By Rev. Christopher O. Crawford

Nineteenth Street demonstrated how we are continuing our 

outreach initiatives beyond the walls of the church when over 

50 football players, coaches and parents from the Emery 

Heights Recreation Center worshiped with us on Sunday, 

October 27. We presented the team with a donation of $500 

to help with equipment, food and other items they need. Their 

visit was an opportunity for us to touch the lives of those who 

may not have a relationship with Christ. Prayerfully, through our 

actions of love and generosity, they witnessed God’s power at 

work.

The Emery Heights Soldiers is the football team for athletes 

six years old and younger at the recreation center on Georgia 

Avenue NW in the Petworth area of DC. Associate Minister Rev. 

Christopher Crawford has been a volunteer at this center for 

several years and is presently the assistant football coach. He 

works with volunteer head coach John Rhoades, two assistant 

coaches, and the team mom to support these young scholar-

athletes. Currently the team’s record is 6 and 1, and they are one 

game away from the playoffs as they march toward the Muriel 

Bowser Mayor’s Cup Championship.

The team thrilled the congregation with their “football shout 

out” and joined us for lunch following the service. Our guests 

were delighted by our hospitality and generosity. v
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Calendar
NOVEMBER

Friday, November 8 – Pastor Roberts, Guest Preacher, Fall 
Festival, New Southern Rock Baptist Church, 750 
Buchanan Street NW, Washington, DC, 7 PM

Sunday, November 10 – Christian Mite Sunday, Guest Preacher 
Chaplain Barry C. Black, Chaplain of the U.S. Senate, 
10 AM

Monday, November 11 – Veterans Day Holiday, church office 
closed

Saturday, November 16 – Medicare Information Workshop by 
Mildeen Worrell, fellowship hall, 9 AM to 1 PM

Sunday, November 17 – Presentation on Nineteenth Street 
and the 100-Year History of the Museum of African 
American History and Culture by Judge Robert Wilkins, 
180th Anniversary Event, fellowship hall, 12:30 PM

Sunday, November 24 – Church School Distribution of 
Thanksgiving Gifts to Families, following worship 
service

Wednesday, November 27 – Church office closes, 12 Noon

Thursday, November 28 – Thanksgiving Day Worship Service, 
10 AM

Friday, November 29 – Church office closed

DECEMBER

Sunday, December 8 – Church School Lighting of the Chrismon 
Tree and Family Holiday Breakfast, fellowship hall, 
8:30 AM

Sunday, December 8 – Annual Holiday Bazaar, sponsored by 
Building Fund Committee, fellowship hall, Noon to 
2 PM

Monday, December 9 – Progressive Adults Outing, Dave Koz & 
Friends Christmas Special, Strathmore Music Center, 
North Bethesda, Maryland, 8 PM

Sunday, December 15 – Worship Service, “A Christmas 
Celebration, the Soulful Messiah and Drama 
Production,” fellowship hall, 10 AM

Wednesday, December 18 – Helping Hand Club Assembling 
of Holiday Baskets for sick and shut-in members, 
fellowship hall, 10 AM – 2 PM

Tuesday, December 24 – Christmas Eve, church office closed

Wednesday, December 25 – Christmas Day, church office closed

Sunday, December 29 – A Worship Service of Thanksgiving, 
Celebrating Kwanzaa, 180th Anniversary Event, 10 AM

Tuesday, December 31 – Watch Night Service at Zion Baptist 
Church, 4850 Blagden Avenue NW, Washington, DC, 
10 PM
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