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PASTOR’S CORNER

Encourage Others
By Rev. Reginald Townsend, Associate Minister

Encouragers are a rare commodity because 

we live in a negative culture. It’s easy to 

be critical or spread gossip in order to tear 

someone down. Yet God calls us to do the 

exact opposite. He wants us to build each 

other up, even to include the people you don’t 

like (John 3: 16-17). 

God says to us, “Encourage one another 

and build each other up” (1 Thess 5:11). When you encourage 

others, you send a message that says, “You matter to God, and 

you matter to me.” When you listen empathically with your 

heart, you are helping to carry their burdens. Everyone needs 

a safe place to share their struggles. No one is an island unto 

themselves. 

I am reminded that as you near the end of a long race, your legs 

ache, your throat burns, and your whole body cries out for you 

to stop. This is when friends and fans are the most valuable. 

Their encouragement helps you push through the pain to the 

finish line. In the same way, Christians are to encourage one 

another. A word of encouragement offered at the right moment 

can be the difference between finishing well and collapsing 

along the way. Look around you and be sensitive to others who 

need encouragement (Psalm 46:1).

In the event you need support or would like to be an encourager 

to others, consider joining the GriefShare Ministry. Come and 

share your story or help others regain peace, hope, and the joy 

of Christ’s love (Deut 31:8). 

The Bible teaches: “To everything there is a season, and a time 

to every purpose under the heaven: A time to be born, and a 

time to die; a time to plant, and a time to pluck up that which is 

planted;” (Ecclesiastes 3:1-2). Timing in life is everything.

Although we face many challenges in life, they should not be 

barriers to believing in God’s faithfulness. Rather they are 

opportunities to discover that, without God, life’s problems have 

no lasting solution. We are living in difficult times that require 

strong, competent, moral, and ethical leadership. 

The secret to peace with God is to discover, accept, and 

appreciate God’s perfect timing. The danger is to doubt or 

resent God’s timing. This can lead to despair, rebellion, or 

moving ahead without His direction. Now is the time to be 

courageous, show integrity, and have imagination in our 

Christian walk.

When your goal is to build others up, it’s easy to pick the right 

words. Before you open your mouth, ask yourself, “Will this help 

or hurt them?” Ask God for wisdom on how to best encourage 

and build people up according to their needs. Take little steps at 

first. When the timing is right, tell them you’re praying for them. 

With this thought in mind, we invite you to consider becoming a 

member of the GriefShare Ministry at Nineteenth Street.

GriefShare is a volunteer support group. We provide biblical 

and spiritual support to individuals seeking countenance and 

encouragement to deal with the painful emotions associated 
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Check out and follow our social media accounts: 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/Everyblessing.org

Instagram: www.instagram.com/explore/tags/nsbcdc

Twitter: twitter.com/_nsbcdc

with death and dying. Most churches do a 

wonderful job of caring for and supporting 

grieving members in the immediate days 

surrounding a death and the subsequent 

funeral. 

A few days after the funeral, most of the 

people surrounding the griever return 

to their daily routines. They may not 

understand the deep, prolonged emotional 

impact caused by the death of a spouse, 

child, family member, or close friend. It may 

take a person a while to recover from grief. 

This is when GriefShare can be of assistance.

No two people grieve the same. Grief 

may last months, or perhaps even longer. 

GriefShare can help in providing encour-

agement and a non-judgmental sympathetic 

ear and other support while someone 

journeys from mourning to joy. The 

GriefShare curriculum is biblically based and 

published by Church Initiative Inc. Sessions 

utilize a small discussion-group format led 

by lay leaders. Confidentiality is strictly 

respected; meetings are approximately 90 

minutes in length. During the current health 

crisis, sessions are conducted by phone 

conference. 

Come and be a part of this vital, dynamic, 

and growing spiritual ministry. For further 

information about GriefShare, contact the 

church office. v

SAVE THE DATE

Sunday, August 30, 2020  
181st Anniversary Worship Service 

In recognition of our church’s 181st Anniversary, we invite you to worship 

virtually with us at 10 a.m. on Sunday, August 30, as we continue to pray 

through this pandemic. Church elders and youth will share historical reflections 

of our journey from the past to the present. 

Our guest preacher will be Rev. William H. Lamar IV, pastor 

of Metropolitan AME Church of Washington, D.C. Rev. Lamar 

was ordained as an itinerant elder in 2000 at the Florida 

annual conference of the AME Church. He recently collabo-

rated with organizations to enact a social justice ministry in 

surrounding communities. Under his leadership, his church 

remains committed to worship, liberation, and service.

Please join us to observe our church anniversary and hear a powerful word 

from one of God’s messengers. 

This 181st Anniversary Committee is chaired by Sharon Russell; Judith Neely 

and Janyce Jefferson serve as vice-chairs. v

https://www.facebook.com/Everyblessing.org/
https://www.instagram.com/explore/tags/nsbcdc/
https://twitter.com/_nsbcdc
https://www.facebook.com/Everyblessing.org
http://www.instagram.com/nsbcdc
http://twitter.com/_nsbcdc
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Remembering John Lewis - A Legacy of  Good Trouble

All photos by Deacon Kenyatta Hobson
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Letter about Church Reopening
Note: The following update on the church’s response to COVID-19 was mailed to all church members.

Dear Church Family:

It is a good thing that the Church is not a building. The Bible 

tells us how important it is to dwell together in unity (Psalm 

133:1), and we all look forward to returning to church again as 

soon as we are able to do so safely. But while we have not been 

able to gather in-person, God has enabled and equipped us to 

gather together as a virtual church in love and service for one 

another and our community.

We are all looking forward to the day when we once again 

gather in person as a large group, but that time is not now. Our 

church will remain in Phase One of the District of Columbia’s 

reopening plan for now. This limits church and funeral 

attendance to 10 people in the sanctuary. We currently have 

15 people on the church plant (e.g., sanctuary, administrative 

office, and clergy  offices) on Sundays, including the pastor, the 

youth pastor, the media ministry, the music ministry, and the 

maintenance staff. 

The key factors that informed our decision to remain at Phase 

One are:

• Many members of our congregation fall in the high-risk 

category for having poor outcomes if they contract 

COVID-19 (i.e., those over 60 and persons with a history of 

chronic illness), and the safety of all of our members is of 

utmost importance.

• The number of new COVID-19 infections continues to rise in 

the D.C. metropolitan area.

Phase Two of the District of Columbia’s reopening plan states 

that places of worship may operate with expanded capacity of 

up to 100 people. The guidance further states that “places of 

worship are encouraged to continue providing virtual services 

as everyone is safer at home.” 

We are actively taking steps to prepare to move safely to Phase 

Two of the District of Columbia’s reopening plan by:

• Assembling an Emergency Management Team of people 

from our church who work in healthcare and other fields 

to help us monitor the COVID-19 situation in our area 

and guide us in making a wise, safe plan for moving to 

Phase Two. The members include Deacon Shawn Davis-

Wilensky and Trustees Reginald Cole, Donza Poole, and 

Jacqueline Ivey. Deacon Davis-Wilensky and Trustee Cole 

are physicians.

• Keeping in touch with other churches in the area, including 

those who have reopened their buildings and learned 

lessons along the way.

• Staying on top of CDC recommendations and guidance and 

orders issued by the District of Columbia.

• Continuing to operate our virtual services. 

• Cleaning and disinfecting the facility and assembling the 

necessary supplies, such as thermometers and personal 

protective equipment (PPE), to ensure the health and safety 

of our staff and congregation.

As we coordinate with our Emergency Management Team and 

stay on top of CDC and District of Columbia recommendations, 

we are keeping the health and safety of our congregation as our 

highest priority. The following criteria need to be met for us to 

transition safely to Phase Two: continued on next page
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• We need to see fewer coronavirus cases 

in the D.C. metropolitan area.

• We need to secure new safety 

equipment and additional PPE supplies.

• We need to determine the best way to 

use our resources (financial and people) 

to comply with the Phase Two Guidance 

issued by the District of Columbia for 

places of worship (cleaning, disin-

fecting, social distancing, screening, and 

monitoring).

Until the above criteria are satisfied, we will 

remain in Phase One and will continue to 

rely on telephone and computer technology 

for church gatherings of larger than 10 

people. Please continue to check your mail, 

voicemail, email, and the church website, 

Instagram, and Facebook pages for updates 

tune into YouTube each Sunday for our 

livestreamed services.

At Nineteenth Street, we are a family that 

can make it through anything together 

because God’s light still shines in a dark 

world. Don’t hesitate to reach out if you 

need anything. We are praying for you and 

look forward to seeing you soon. Be strong 

and be encouraged!

With God’s Love,

Rev. Darryl D. Roberts, Ph.D., Senior Pastor

Deacon Michael Bonner

Trustee Franklin Smith

Deaconess Evangeline Stevens

Emergency Management Team

Youth Shine at Oratory Contest
Congratulations to the seven participants in the 8th Annual Oratory Contest 

via Zoom on Tuesday, July 28. The Youth Ministry, under the leadership of 

Youth Pastor Rev. James Harris, hosted the contest. This year’s topic was 

“How Has My Relationship with God, Family, and Friends Changed During the 

Pandemic?” The youth gave outstanding and creative presentations in which 

they shared their feelings about how they are surviving the pandemic, and 

some also addressed how they feel about living during an unprecedented time 

of racial tensions. 

Thank you to the judges who had the difficult task of choosing the winners. 

Abrielle Anderson, Deacon Kenyatta Hobson, and Siera Toney were judges for 

the middle school competition and Giovanni Bretous, Virginia Lee, and Music 

Minister Kenneth Peagler judged the high school competition.

The Youth Ministry thanks all of the youth who had the 

courage to share their thoughts and perspectives.  Kudos 

to our oratory contest winners!

Middle School

First Place ($300) Storee Denson

Second Place ($200) Anaiah Roberts

Honorary Mention ($50) Bria Wooden

High School

First Place ($500) Jaia Wilensky

Second Place ($300) Jackson Anderson

Third Place ($200) Hannah Kirby

Honorable Mentions ($50) Micah Cooper and Noah Little 

Storee Denson

Jaia Wilensky
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The Facts about Mask and Cloth Face Coverings  
By Reginald Cole, M.D., Emergency Management Team

Over the last few months, the Emergency Management Team 

(EMT) has made it our mission to share as much information as 

possible about how collectively we can help reduce the spread 

of COVID-19. Arguably the most important aspect of mitigating 

the spread of this deadly virus is using face coverings. 

Here are some critical facts that all of us should know about 

masks and cloth face coverings to help protect ourselves and 

others:

FACT 1  The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) 

advises the public to wear cloth face coverings over 

the nose and mouth as an effective way to prevent 

respiratory droplets from entering the surrounding 

air. This is called Source Control. It is one of the 

most important ways of preventing the wearer from 

potentially infecting others. Simply put, your cloth face 

covering protects others from you, and their cloth face 

covering protects you from them. That’s why everyone 

should wear a cloth face covering when in public.

FACT 2  The most effective way to use the cloth face covering 

is to wash your hands before putting it on. Your mask 

should be placed over your nose and mouth and 

secured under the chin. You should be careful to fit the 

face covering against the side of the face, but make 

sure you can still breathe easily.

FACT 3  Once the cloth face covering is in place, don’t touch it. 

If you do, wash or sanitize your hands immediately.

FACT 4  When taking the cloth face covering off, you should 

remove it by pulling the ties or ear loops forward, 

folding the outside corners of the face covering 

together. After completing this action, place the cloth 

face covering in the washing machine. The CDC has 

provided instructions on how to clean cloth face 

coverings on its website,

FACT 5  The CDC has also listed surgical masks and N95 

respirators as effective devices for respiratory Source 

Control. However, the public has been advised not to 

use surgical masks and N95 respirators so as not to 

deplete the critical supply of the devices for use by 

healthcare workers and medical first responders.  

FACT 6  As for face shields, the CDC suggests that it is 

unknown whether or not the shields provide adequate 

Source Control to help reduce respiratory droplet 

spread. If used, the face shield should cover the entire 

face to below the chin. If the shield is disposable, it 

should only be used once and discarded. If reusable, 

the face shield should be cleaned and disinfected.

FACT 7  The CDC suggests that children younger than two 

years old, people with breathing problems, and those 

who are unable to remove the cloth covering without 

assistance should not wear a face covering.

As always, the Emergency Management Team hopes this 

information will be of service to the Nineteenth Street Baptist 

Church members.  Be Blessed and Stay Safe! v

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/how-to-wear-cloth-face-coverings.html
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TRUSTEE TALK

Trustees Take a Short Rest
By Trustee Donza M. Poole

Our Summer Vacation…
The Trustee Board is enjoying a mini summer break, a little 

time off, this month and last, from the regular business routine. 

While we continue to serve, board members have also enjoyed a 

break from some activities–no videoconferences (so far) and no 

meeting reports. But even during our time off, we’re still mostly 

on, with progress continuing on several important projects. 

Work on FEMA Security Improvements and Wheelchair 
Ramp to Begin Soon
We are pleased to report that work will begin this month on 

improvements to enhance the church’s building security. The 

improvements are being funded by the $100,000 FEMA security 

grant the church secured in 2019. Work will also begin this 

month on the wheelchair-accessible ramp and street lane to 

make the Crittenden Street church entrance more accessible. 

We expect to complete both projects by the end of August.

Did You Receive Your Mid-Year Giving Statement?
Contribution statements showing tithes and offerings through 

June 30, 2020, were mailed last month to anyone assigned an 

offering envelope number. If you did not receive your mid-year 

contribution statement or have questions about your statement, 

please call the church office at 202-829-2773 and leave a 

message for Church Treasurer Shirley France. 

It’s All in the Numbers
You’ve probably heard this before, trustees reminding church 

family members to include their envelope number on their 

offering contribution when not using a personalized offering 

envelope. Well, here’s another reminder. Please be sure to 

include your envelope number on your check, pew envelope, 

or online contribution! The envelope number makes it easier to 

credit your contribution to you in the church records. Include 

your envelope number when you give online by adding the 

number as a note to your contribution. PayPal and Givelify both 

offer a note feature.

What a Blessing 
Thank you to our church family and friends for continuing to be 

a blessing to Nineteenth Street. We cannot thank you enough 

for helping to advance the mission and vision of our church 

through your unceasing gifts of time, talent, and treasure during 

these unprecedented days. Your ongoing support makes it 

possible for us to livesteam worship services and Bible study, 

host prayer lines, and hold church school classes and special 

events using Zoom.

Please use email, Facebook, and our church website to stay 

connected and informed of the needs of our church family and 

our community. Most importantly, be blessed and be safe this 

summer. v
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A Tribute to a Rural Black Church
By Trustee Donza M. Poole

August is Black Philanthropy Month. Begun in 

2011, it is a global celebration and concerted 

campaign to elevate African-descent giving. 

It was the brainchild of Dr. Jacqueline 

Bouvier Copeland, co-founder of the 

Pan-African Women’s Philanthropy Network, 

who joined with Tracey Webb, founder of 

Black Benefactors, and Valaida Fullwood, 

author and project strategist, to elevate the campaign. This 

year’s theme is Foresight 20/20.

As a trustee and chair of the Building Fund Committee, I often 

think about giving, stewardship, and philanthropy, and how 

they intersect. Some may not associate the tithes and offerings 

we give in church with philanthropy. However, history tells us 

that African Americans have a long tradition of philanthropy 

centered in the Black church. 

I think about my own family on my mother’s side. We’re from 

Alabama, with deep roots in the Black Belt area of the state 

known for its cotton-friendly soil, when cotton was king. Now 

timber is king. While not named for the many African Americans 

who live in the region, there is also that association. 

My mother’s family is from a rural section of the Black Belt 

called Putnam, in Marengo County. For years, the state did not 

provide an elementary school or access to one for Putnam’s 

African American children. This, of course, was not uncommon 

in the South at the time. To address the issue, a philanthropist 

and part owner of Sears, Roebuck and Company, Julius 

Rosenwald, partnered with Booker T. Washington to provide 

matching grants to cover 20-25 percent of funding to construct 

schools throughout the South for African American children; the 

remaining funding came from the community. The schools were 

built between 1912 and 1932 and were known as Rosenwald 

Schools. Several were built in Maryland and Virginia. Today, 

surviving Rosenwald Schools are on the National Trust’s list of 

America’s 11 Most Endangered Historic Places. 

The first 100 Rosenwald Schools were built in Alabama, but 

none were ever built in Putnam. Fortunately, for the African 

American children of Putnam, they had another benefactor, the 

continued on next page

Putnam School photo taken in the late 1980s.
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members of the local Black church—Gooden Hill Baptist Church. 

They started a school in their church and later donated land for 

the school. It began as a one-room school known as the Putnam 

School. Two more rooms and a bathroom were added later, with 

the school serving pre-primer to ninth grade. 

I don’t know what motivated the members of Gooden Hill 

Baptist Church to start and later help build a school. There are 

likely no records of the donors to that cause. But without their 

generosity and perseverance, it would have been difficult, if not 

impossible, for most African American children in Putnam to 

receive an education for decades after emancipation. My grand-

parents and many of my relatives attended the Putnam School. 

One even served as a teacher there. My grandfather, who 

attended the school until about the third grade, told me that 

when he was there parents had to pay the teacher. Such was 

the state of education at the time. But the community was not 

deterred. Indeed, the Putnam School’s role in Alabama’s history 

was recognized in 2010, when the school was added to the 

Alabama Register of Landmarks & Heritage for its educational 

and social history, including its significance as the only African 

American school to serve the Putnam community from 1926 

until its closure in 1961. 

Today, only remnants of the school building remain, like so many 

schools of its kind. But I think of what it must have taken for the 

church members to start a school then. They would have had 

little aid and probably limited education themselves, at a time 

when many students could only attend school for a few years 

or sporadically throughout the school year because they were 

needed on the farm. Still, education was key then—it was the 

hope for a better future. The church members who gave of their 

time, talent, and treasure as founders of the Putnam School will 

not likely go down in the annals of history as major benefactors 

or philanthropists—no schools or foundations will likely bear 

their names. But their commitment to the cause of education 

serves as a reminder of the power of giving and of its roots 

in the Christian faith. Their story is like so many other unsung 

Christian stewards in the African American community. 

This month, as many celebrate Black Philanthropy Month and 

the worthy philanthropic causes and nonprofits of African 

American and African-descent, I will be thinking about the long 

history of Black philanthropists in the Black church, honoring 

their foresight and commitment, and striving to live up to their 

legacy. v

If you would like to celebrate Black Philanthropy Month, consider 
giving to your favorite organization or cause or participating 
in a virtual service project this month. Learn more about Black 
philanthropy at www.BlackPhilanthropyMonth.com.

Want to support a cause close to home? The Building Fund 
Committee is currently raising funds to help replace the 
sanctuary air conditioner and a steam boiler. To support this 
cause, you may mail your contributions to the church at 4606 
16th St. NW, Washington, D.C. 20011. If giving by check, make 
your check payable to Nineteenth Street Baptist Church 
and mark your contribution for the “Capital Improvement 
Project.” You may also give online by visiting the church 
website, www.everyblessing.org, where you may give by credit 
card, PayPal or Givelify. You may also give through CashApp 
by donating to $NineteenthStreet. Your gift, in any amount, is 
greatly appreciated. 

http://www.BlackPhilanthropyMonth.com
http://www.everyblessing.org
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Page-turner Book Reviews
By Deacon Johnnie Love 

Page-turner Book Reviews is a new monthly 

column in The Epistle. The purpose of the 

column is to encourage reading of all genres 

of literature, especially African American 

literature, that promotes enlightenment and 

encourages intellectual and spiritual growth. 

We will never tell you what to read, but we 

hope to provide incentives and suggestions 

for you to quench your thirst for literature that will be excellent 

“Page-turners!” 

For this first column, I am spotlighting two books I consider to 

be pertinent Page-turners for the times we are living in. (URLs 

are provided to facilitate online searches.)

What the Bible is All About (NIV Version) by Dr. Henrietta 
C. Mears (2016) 
URL: bit.ly/30T7NFe

This user-friendly guide makes it easier than ever 

to plant the Word in your heart and mind. It is a 

book that identifies that God’s Word is truth, for 

it is the study of Jesus as one story from Genesis 

to Revelation from the Old Testament to the New Testament. It 

is comprehensive in format, and a Page-turner because it brings 

to light all that God wants us to know about His Word. This 

book has been of interest to our church family for a long time 

and is part of the revised curriculum for our Deacons-in-Training 

this summer. 

The African American Book of Values: Classic Moral 
Stories by Steven Barboza (1998) 
URL: bit.ly/2OVXt9R

If there ever was a time for this book, it is now. I 

consider this volume to be a treasure for every 

African American household. Steven Barboza 

has compiled a broad collection of writings, 

from Frederick Douglass to Maya Angelou, from 

unknown to well-known authors. 

This classic volume allows the reader to go from reminiscing 

on James Weldon Johnson’s familiar poem, “The Creation,” to 

learning something new in an essay about entrepreneur John 

H. Johnson and his challenges establishing Ebony and Jet 
magazines. It is a book that gives you a sense of community 

pride as you explore the literature of our heritage. I recommend 

this volume as a Page-turner and hope that you will find the 

same sense of pride that I found in reading it. An excellent book 

for reading aloud!

Share your Favorites
We welcome and invite members of the congregation to 

tells us about books they have read and want to share. We 

feel the church family will be a captive and motivated 

audience. Please send your reviews and suggestions to me 

at johnniequelove@comcast.net by the 15th of the month for 

inclusion in the next issue of The Epistle.

God bless you as you take time to READ. v

bit.ly/30T7NFe
bit.ly/2OVXt9R
mailto:johnniequelove@comcast.net
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continued on next page

August Church School Programs
PreK–Age 10 years

We are studying “Fruits of the Spirit”! Each 

lesson will include a video presentation 

along with the lesson discussion and, of 

course, we will sing our theme song. 

At the end of the summer sessions 

we will be giving attendance awards, 

so tune in. Our class sessions will 

continue to be every Sunday at 1 p.m. 

on Zoom. Please join us for a “fruitful 

time” this summer ! 

Join via Zoom

Meeting ID: 810 4883 4575

Password: 1801839

Tweens and Teens
Ready? Set? Let’s dive into our summer study, “Becoming Me.” 

We are debuting our Tween class. Both Tweens (11–13 years) and 

Teens (14–17 years) will join with the same Zoom meeting ID and 

password. Using the Zoom breakout room feature, the Tweens 

will move into their own classroom for their study. Both groups 

will be discussing the same topics tailored to their age group. 

Tweens and Teens, you don’t want to miss these classes.

• Do you know what Instafame is?

• Are you aware of how you can make a huge impact in your 

schools and home?

• How do your words either build up or tear down each 

other? 

• When life gives you lemons, do you know how to make 

lemonade?

August 9 and August 24

12 Noon

Tween and Teen Class Breakout Rooms

Join via Zoom

Meeting ID: 692 905 919

Password: 657977

or Call

929-205-6099

Access Code: 692-905-919
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SAVE THE DATE!

Global Missions Ministry Sunday 
September 27

Please join us as we celebrate and give thanks for the opportunities 

that God has put before us to carry out the Great Commission (Matt 28: 

19-20), even in these unusual and difficult times. 

Your contributions make it possible for us to continue initiatives in 

Nicaragua, Burkina Faso, Jamaica, and Haiti. This is the final year of 

our Haiti Walk 5K commitment to raise funds to support VillageMed in 

building a pediatric clinic in Layaye, Haiti. We look forward to sharing 

our initiatives with you. Please be prayerful about your contributions. 

“See you” on September 27 for Global Missions Ministry Sunday.

Phillis Walls Cooke is the Global Missions Ministry Leader.

Adult Class
Join us for a study of “Parables of the Bible” on 

Sundays, 9–9:40 a.m.

Telephone: 605-475-4000

Access Code 659473#, 

Here are the August lessons:

August 2 - Parables on Themes 1 and 2, God’s Mercy 

and Grace and The Severity of God. (Deacon Stan 

Britt) 

August 9 - Parables on Theme 3 (The Importance 

of Obedience) Obedience, Fruitfulness, and 

Stewardship. (Judy Dillon)

August 16 - Parables on Themes 4 and 5 (God Looks 

on the Heart and The Great Value of the Kingdom), 

The Value and Universality of the Kingdom of God. 

(Deaconess E. Louise White) 

August 23 - Parables on Themes 6 and 7 (A Spiritual 

Kingdom for All Mankind), The Weak Made Strong, 

God Looks on the Heart (Monica Reeder) 

August 30 – Parables about the Great Mistakes and 

Summer Program Wrap-up (Wilma Bonner)

Nineteenth Street helps distribute medical supplies during 2018 mission to Haiti.
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Stewardship Testimonials 
Sought 
By Deborah Lewis Thornton, Co-chair, Stewardship Sunday

Even through this pandemic season, the work of the church and our 

service to God continue. We must pursue our church projects with 

unyielding fervent intention. The Building Fund Committee is focused 

and energized by the dynamic leadership of Trustee Donza Poole. She 

and committee members are committed to fulfilling our goal of raising 

the funds for the church HVAC system.

On Sunday, October 25, the Building Fund Committee will virtually 

celebrate the sixth annual Stewardship Sunday. The committee is 

excited and stands on God’s many promises of provision even in 

times of struggle. The committee is asking for you and other church 

members to share your testimony of how you have successfully 

managed by God’s grace. The testimonies will be electronically shared 

with the congregation every week during the month of October, as part 

of Stewardship Month. Your voice of promise, your testimony, will most 

assuredly be a light in someone’s life.

The Building Fund Committee needs your support. Your testimonial 

should be no more than 200 words, and you may submit a photo 

with your statement. If you prefer, you may submit your testimonial 

anonymously. 

More details and guidance will be provided soon. If 

you have any questions, please contact Trustee Donza 

Poole at dmpoole@msn.com. v

Senior Ministry 
Offers “Using Zoom” 
Workshops
By Oretha Chandler

Nineteenth Street’s Senior Ministry has organized 

a series of Zoom workshops for the members of 

our church on “Using Zoom.” The classes are being 

taught for us by a D.C. Public Library instructor at no 

charge. 

The schedule of classes and topics is listed below. All 

classes begin at 1 p.m.

• Saturday, August 8 – Basic Zoom. Learn basic 

Zoom skills.

• Saturday, August 15 – Intermediate Zoom. Learn 

more advanced scheduling and hosting skills.

• Saturday, August 29 – Advanced Zoom. Learn 

tips and tricks for more experienced Zoom users. 

To participate, you must register for the workshops 

you want to attend. Register here.

For more information, contact Oretha Chandler at 

oretha.chandler@verizon.net. We hope you will join 

us. v

mailto:Poole%20at%20dmpoole@msn.com
https://forms.gle/ECShrkAgWoRFSV1D8
mailto:oretha.chandler@verizon.net
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continued on next page

2020 Vacation Bible School Goes Virtual
By Deaconess Cathy Nunn

“Be strong in the Lord and the strength of His power” (Eph 6:10).

With the theme “Knights of North Castle,” Vacation Bible 

School (VBS) kicked off its 2020 summer program on Monday, 

June 29. We had a fabulous two-week virtual at-home learning 

experience about the Armor of God, “Put on the whole armor of 

God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil” 

(Eph 6:11). 

We were pleased to have 31 children, ages 2–12 years old, 

enrolled. Each registrant received a packet with lessons, 

creative hands-on art activities with all the materials needed, 

and a gift card for a lunch treat (to replace the lunch usually 

provided during the summer program).

VBS sessions were held on Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday of 

the first week and Tuesday and Wednesday of the second week. 

Two age-relevant sessions were held each day, from 10 to 11 a.m. 

and 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Each session began with the Lord’s 

Prayer, followed by a story read, an age-appropriate Bible story 

video, stimulating discussion, a hands-on art activity, singing 

of the theme song (which was enjoyed individually and collec-

tively), and a closing interactive prayer. 

The Bible study included: the “belt of truth,” Daniel 3, Shadrach, 

Meshach and Abednego; the “breastplate of justice,” 1 Samuel 

17:1-50, David and Goliath; the “shoes of peace,” Luke 2:1-20, 

VBS student Fox with his craft  projects
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Mary’s journey to Bethlehem; the “shield 

of faith,” Mathew 14: 22-23, Jesus walks 

on water; and the “helmet of salvation,” 

Acts 16:16-40, midnight praise with Paul 

and Silas.

The virtual Zoom Vacation Bible School 

was directed by Elvinese Wyche and 

her committed team members: Shirley 

France, Rev. James Harris, Deacon 

Yvonne Dickson, Deaconess Cathy 

Nunn, Deaconess Sharon Miller, Michann 

Williams and Deaconess Cathy Cheatham. 

The sessions were also enjoyed by 

several parents, grandparents, great 

grandparents, au pairs, family, and 

friends who helped support some of the 

hands-on activities or who just wanted 

an opportunity to see their “baby grands.” 

Our virtual program reached out to 

families in the D.C. metropolitan area and 

as far away as Oklahoma City, Okla., and 

Durham, N.C.

To God be the glory for the success of the 

VBS program. v

VBS Students, Asher, Bolden and Levi, with their craft projects
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AUGUST BIRTHDAYS
Darian McGhee 8/1

Tyus Westbrook 8/1

Andie Williams 8/1

Andrea Bonhomme 8/2

Dollena B. Jones 8/2

Frank Seales Jr. 8/2

Colin Cypress 8/3

Camille Edwards 8/3

Shani Glaudé 8/3

Orianna Cleruius 8/5

Martin A. Weldon 8/6

Giovanna Jean-Baptiste Bretous 8/7

Rhonda Glaudé 8/10

Deacon Sandra LeSesne 8/10

Deaconess Jean D. Jackson 8/12

Frank Seales III 8/12

Melvin K. Spann 8/12

Jaleya D. Leonard 8/13

Deacon Russell J. Parker Jr. 8/14

Bernell Brown Jr. 8/16

Terrell Dance 8/16

Barbara Downs Thompson 8/16

Dorean Collins 8/17

Katy Turner 8/18

Shirley G. Ali 8/20

Mack Sullivan 8/21

Jack Anderson 8/22

Charles E. Hall Sr. 8/22

James Rodgers 8/22

Margaret Brown 8/23

Rhonda S. Bunch-Turner 8/23

Judith Graham 8/23

Deaconess Margaret Corbin 8/24

Tanya Agurs-Collins 8/25

Deacon Fred T. Leftrict Jr. 8/25

Bernard White Jr. 8/25

Mark Kevin Little 8/26

Thomas W. Montague Sr. 8/27

Michann D. Williams 8/27

Matthew Little 8/28

Wilma F. Bonner 8/29

Debra L. Davis 8/29

Eddye R. Green Stanback 8/31

Please notify the church office  
of additions or corrections

Sing it twice while you wash your hands!
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August Calendar
Sunday, August 2 

Church School, Adult Class, via conference call, 9–9:40 a.m.

Sunday Worship Service, Bring Your Own Elements 
Communion, via livestream, 10 a.m.

Youth Church, via Zoom, 11:30 a.m.

Church School, Pre-K to Age 10, via Zoom, 1 p.m.

Tuesday, August 4 – Praying Through the Pandemic Prayer Call, 
led by Clergy, 6:30–6:45 a.m.

Wednesday, August 5 – Noon Prayer Call, led by Deaconesses, 
Noon–12:15 p.m.

Thursday, August 6 – Prayer Meeting Call, led by Deacons, 
6:30–7:30 p.m.

Friday, August 7 – Women’s Ministry Selah Bible Study, via Zoom 
and Conference Call, 7–8 p.m. 

Sunday, August 9 

Church School, Adult Class, via conference call, 9–9:40 a.m.

Sunday Worship Service, via livestream, 10 a.m.

Youth Church, via Zoom, 11:30 a.m.

Tweens and Teens Sunday School, via Zoom, Noon

Church School, Pre-K to Age 10, via Zoom, 1 p.m.

Tuesday, August 11 – Praying Through the Pandemic Prayer Call, 
led by Clergy, 6:30–6:45 a.m.

Wednesday, August 12 – Noon Prayer Call, led by Deaconesses, 
Noon–12:15 p.m.

Thursday, August 13 – Prayer Meeting Call, led by Deacons, Rev. 
Edward Turner, preaching, 6:30–7:30 p.m.

Sunday, August 16 

Church School, Adult Class, via conference call, 9–9:40 a.m.

Sunday Worship Service, via livestream, 10 a.m.

Youth Church, via Zoom, 11:30 a.m.

Church School, Pre-K to Age 10, via Zoom, 1 p.m.

Tuesday, August 18 – Praying Through the Pandemic Prayer Call, 
Led by Clergy, 6:30–6:45 a.m.

Wednesday, August 19 – Noon Prayer Call, led by Deaconesses, 
Noon–12:15 p.m.

Thursday, August 20 – Prayer Meeting Call, led by Deacons – 
6:30–7:30 p.m.

Sunday, August 23 

Church School, Adult Class, via conference call, 9–9:40 a.m.

Sunday Worship Service, via livestream, 10 a.m.

Youth Church, via Zoom, 11:30 a.m.

Tweens and Teens Sunday School, via Zoom, Noon

Church School, Pre-K to Age 10, via Zoom, 1 p.m.

Tuesday, August 25 – Praying Through the Pandemic Prayer Call, 
led by Clergy, 6:30–6:45 a.m.

Wednesday, August 26 – Noon Prayer Call, led by Deaconesses, 
Noon–12:15 p.m.

Thursday, August 27 – Prayer Meeting Call, led by Deacons, Rev. 
Jerry C. Cheatham, preaching, 6:30–7:30 p.m.

Saturday, August 29 – Happy 181st Anniversary Nineteenth Street 
Baptist Church!

Sunday, August 30 

Church School, Adult Class, via conference call, 9–9:40 a.m.

Sunday Worship Service, 181st Anniversary Observed, 
Guest Preacher Rev. William H. Lamar IV, via livestream, 
10 a.m.

Youth Church, via Zoom, 11:30 a.m.

Church School, Pre-K to Age 10, via Zoom, 1 p.m.

Access LIVESTREAM on YouTube or Facebook: 
YouTube at https://everyblessing.org/live-streaming 

Facebook Live at https://facebook.com/nineteenth.street.399

 Access the CONFERENCE CALL line at  
605-472-5349, access code 348952#

Contact organizers for access to ZOOM programs

https://everyblessing.org/live-streaming
https://facebook.com/nineteenth.street.399
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