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PASTOR’S CORNER

We Will Breathe Again: The Struggle Must Go On
By Rev. Darryl D. Roberts, Ph.D.

In response to the brutal killing of George Floyd and the 

centuries of injustice that preceded it, our church hosted a town 

hall entitled “I Can’t Breathe: Disruptions, Demonstrations and 

Demands for Justice,” on June 2. Our speakers were Rodrick 

Owens and Rev. Dr. Derrick Harkins from the Democratic 

National Committee and Charles Wilson, chair of the D.C. 

Democratic Party. We discussed the role the faith community 

must play to turn out the vote and ensure we use the ballot 

to elect politicians that support reforms to address police 

misconduct and racial injustice. 

As protestors and vigil participants chanted “I Can’t Breathe” 

and “No Justice, No Peace” around the world, on June 5th, we 

joined over forty participating organizations and friends from 

Ohev Shalom (Rabbi Shmuel Herzfeld) and First Baptist (Pastor 

Julie Pennington-Russell) on the steps of our church for a Prayer 

Vigil Against Racism. The response to the vigil was so positive 

that we joined First Baptist again on June 19 and 26. 

Certainly, the struggle to advance the cause of social justice 

and racial progress will require more than town hall meetings, 

marches, prayer vigils, press conferences and petitions. We are 

already seeing how each of these efforts collectively are slowly 

and noticeably moving the needle. These much anticipated 

reforms include: the D.C. Council unanimously passed an 

emergency police-reform bill requiring body-camera footage 

be publicized more quickly after officer-involved shootings, 

imposed limits on when officers can use deadly force, and 

barred MPD from buying military-grade equipment from the 

federal government. The Maryland House Speaker created a 

police accountability working group and, nationally, charges 

were upgraded against former police officer Derek Chauvin 

and his accomplices were arrested and charged, Minneapolis 

banned the use of chokeholds, felony murder was among one 

of 11 charges filed against the killer of Rayshard Brooks, and 

Louisville passed Breonna’s Law banning no-knock warrants.

On June 25, the U.S. House of Representatives passed policing 

legislation in honor of George Floyd, containing provisions 

prohibiting qualified immunity for law enforcement and 

racial profiling on the part of law enforcement and a ban on 

no-knock warrants in federal drug cases. If the George Floyd 

Justice and Policing Act becomes law, it would ban chokeholds 

at the federal level as civil rights violations and establish a 

national registry of police misconduct with oversight by the 

Department of Justice. We must demand that the Senate and 

the President take the bold step of honoring George Floyd’s life 

by supporting this legislation. 

As things change, it has become evident that the dismantling 

of systemic racism and securing justice for all requires more 

than moments of unrest. What we need is a sustained and 

ongoing movement to promote social change. I like to think of 

the freedom struggle as a relay race, not a 50-yard dash. In a 

50-yard dash, the runner in each lane competes against other 

competitors in lanes. But in a relay race, although there are 

other competitors, we have other runners in our lane who are 
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strategically placed to pick up where we leave off. 

All we can do is run with the baton to the best of our 

ability and trust that the other runners ahead of us 

will be able to advance the race beyond our ability. 

Now is the time to act and add our voices to this 

important cause. We can no longer stand by and 

watch our men, women, and children be brutalized 

by a system steeped in racism and white supremacy. 

Our battle is not against police. It is against a virus 

of racism that has contaminated all segments of our 

society including our criminal justice system since 

before the Mayflower. 

As our country gathers to celebrate July 4th, let us 

make it a day of remembering. Despite all we’ve 

done to help secure our nation’s independence, we 

are still not completely free. Until we are, the words 

that Rev. Frederick Douglass bellowed to the soul of 

our nation on July 5, 1852, still ring true today: 

“I say it with a sad sense of the disparity 

between us. I am not included within the pale 

of glorious anniversary! Your high indepen-

dence only reveals the immeasurable distance 

between us. The blessings in which you, this 

day, rejoice, are not enjoyed in common. The 

rich inheritance of justice, liberty, prosperity, 

and independence, bequeathed by your fathers, 

is shared by you, not by me. The sunlight that 

brought light and healing to you, has brought 

stripes and death to me. This Fourth of July 

is yours, not mine. You may rejoice, I must 

mourn...” 

–What to the Slave is the Fourth of July

Congratulations to…
Rev. Dr. Cheryl Coleman Hall, 
Associate Minister, on receiving her 

Doctor of Ministry degree (D.Min.) 

from United Theological Seminary 

in Dayton, Ohio. Her concen-

tration of study was Social Justice, 

Reenacting Dr. Martin Luther King’s 

Beloved Community. Rev. Dr. Hall 

successfully defended her disser-

tation, “Broken Pieces and Soul 

Scars of Women: Pathways to 

a Shared Model of Healing,” on 

October 15, 2019. Rev. Dr. Hall is grateful for the support of her pastor 

and church family, especially the women of Nineteenth Street who 

participated in her work in various ways. She also thanks God and her 

husband, Charles E. Hall, for helping her to achieve this wonderful goal.

Rev. Robin Turner, Associate 

Minister, who has been appointed 

to be POLITICO’s Director of 

Editorial Diversity Initiatives. In this 

role, Rev. Turner will be focusing 

on expanding diversity and 

inclusion in the Politico newsroom, 

along with training programs for 

journalists of color in their early 

career stages.  Rev. Turner will 

also continue to lead and oversee 

the evolution of the POLITICO Journalism Institute, the educational 

initiative dedicated to diversifying Washington-area newsrooms that is 

now in its seventh year. v
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Nineteenth Street Hosts Black Lives Matter Prayer Vigils
On Friday evenings in June, Nineteenth Street members and 

neighbors stood in front of the church to show support for the 

Black Lives Matter movement. On June 5, Pastor Darryl Roberts, 

Pastor Julie Pennington-Russell of First Baptist Church, and 

Rabbi Shmuel Herzfeld of Ohev Sholom led their members and 

neighbors in prayer and kneeling in memory of George Floyd. 

The last vigil was held on June 26. Pastors Roberts and 

Pennington-Russell addressed the participants and acknowl-

edged the deepening relationship of our congregations. 

Thanks to all who wore masks, brought signs, and maintained 

safe distancing to take a stand for justice and healing in our 

land. v
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Nineteenth Street was protesting everywhere! Church member Daniel Woolridge (r) 
along with two fellow pediatric doctors at city hall in San Francisco.
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Graduate School
Rev. Dr. Cheryl Coleman Hall

Doctor of Ministry (D.Min.), United Theological Seminary

College
Ronnea Simpkins 

Bachelor of Arts (B.A.), Norfolk State University, in Psychology.

Going to School of Psychology, Kent State University, Kent, Ohio

High School 
Kailee Beckham

St. John’s College High School

Going to University of Pittsburgh, Pittsburgh, Pa.

Noah Cooper

St. John’s College High School

Going to Hampton University, Hampton, Va.

Riley Parchment
The Academy of Holy Cross

Going to United States Military Academy, West Point, N.Y.

Lindsay Sanders
Fusion Academy

Going to Bowie State University, Bowie, Md.

Jara Wilensky
Georgetown Day School

Going to Harvard University, Cambridge, Mass.

Jay Young
Wilson High School

Going to University of Maryland Eastern Shore, Princess Anne, Md.

Congratulations 2020 Graduates

Jay Young

Jara Wilensky

Noah Cooper
Lindsay Sanders

Kailee BeckhamRonnea SimpkinsRiley Parchment

Cheryl Coleman Hall
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continued on next page

TRUSTEE TALK

Even with the Pandemic, a Busy Summer Ahead
By Trustee Donza M. Poole

New Black Lives Matter Banner 
Social justice is an important part of Nineteenth Street’s mission 

and vision. True to that ideal, the church has had a Black Lives 

Matter banner posted on the front lawn for several years. The 

message is also displayed on the church’s digital sign. The 

Trustee Board is pleased to announce that a new and larger 

Black Lives Matter banner is now displayed on the front of the 

church building. The new banner was installed in June and 

replaces the one in the yard. The 

banner was designed by local 

artist, Bertie LoPiccolo, of Silver 

Spring and is a gift of Trustee 

Cheryl Johnson, who also donated 

the first banner. Ms. LoPiccolo donated her fee for designing 

the banner to the church scholarship fund. We thank Trustee 

Johnson and Ms. LoPiccolo, for their support of these important 

causes, especially during this pivotal time of protest and unrest.

Improved Livestreaming 
While the church is temporarily closed for in-person services, 

the virtual church is going strong. And soon, it will be even 

better. As part of an overall plan developed by the Media 

Ministry to upgrade the church’s audiovisual system, the 

livestreaming equipment will be expanded from one camera 

to three cameras, and new speakers will be installed. The 

equipment being replaced will be installed in the fellowship hall 

to allow for expanded livestreaming from that space. 

Visit the church’s YouTube channel for livestreams of 

the worship service and Tuesday Bible Study.

Coming Soon: Mid-Year Giving Statements
Contribution statements showing tithes and offerings 

through June 30, 2020, will be mailed this month 

to all those with an offering envelope number. Many 

members of our church family find these statements 

useful in reviewing their personal giving and annual 

contribution goals, so we are pleased to be able to 

provide them. We are also deeply grateful for the 

generous support the church family has shown this 
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year, especially given the COVID-19 pandemic challenges. Your 

gifts make it possible to continue employing our church staff, 

share our church ministries online and by phone, maintain the 

church facilities, attend to administrative matters, and support 

those in need. We thank you for your faithful stewardship. If you 

have questions about your contribution statement, please call 

the church office at 202-829-2773 or email the Church Treasurer, 

Shirley France, at sfrance283@aol.com.

Progress on FEMA Security Grant, HVAC Improvements, 
and Wheelchair Ramp Construction
After several months of coordinating with the Federal 

Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) concerning the 

church’s security grant, the church received final approval of 

its Environmental and Historic Preservation Screening Form. 

The approval means the church can move to the next step of 

the process—preparing for security improvements. We are 

grateful to Trustee Jacqueline Ivey for her work on obtaining the 

approval, which was no easy task. Trustee Chair Franklin Smith 

is scheduled to meet with the FEMA contractor’s installer for 

a building walk-through to assess installation requirements for 

the improvements. It is anticipated that much of the $100,000 

grant will be used this year. Work is also expected to begin this 

summer on the replacement of the sanctuary air conditioner 

and a steam boiler for the heating system. And finally, after 

encountering a slight delay, work is expected to begin later this 

summer on the construction of the wheelchair access ramp in 

the sidewalk leading to the Crittenden Street entrance. 

With Much Gratitude
The Board of Trustees is grateful to be able to move forward on 

so many important projects this summer. We are blessed and 

most thankful to have a church family willing to give of their 

time, talents, and treasure to help make these projects possible 

and to help advance the mission and vision of our church, 

especially during these challenging times. v

Check out and follow our social media accounts:

Facebook: www.facebook.com/Everyblessing.org

Instagram: www.instagram.com/explore/tags/nsbcdc

Twitter: twitter.com/_nsbcdc

Watch broadcasts of our 
weekly Worship Services 

on YouTube

Y 

https://www.facebook.com/Everyblessing.org/
https://www.instagram.com/explore/tags/nsbcdc/
https://twitter.com/_nsbcdc
https://www.facebook.com/Everyblessing.org
http://www.instagram.com/nsbcdc
http://twitter.com/_nsbcdc
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UClL8xG5-YbTSRVVx1odHcZA
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Summertime Reminder  
from the Emergency Management Team
By Trustee Reginald Cole, Member, EMT

Getting ready for summer is always an exciting time—the end 

of school, graduations, and plans for vacation. This summer, 

however, is much different than those in the past. As we 

continue to deal with the large and small consequences of 

the COVID-19 outbreak, our plans for summertime have been 

adversely affected or have had to be changed. 

One considerable change is that all of us must continuously 

think about maintaining our personal safety and that of our 

fellow citizens, friends, and family. This consideration is of 

paramount importance as we create alternative plans for our 

summertime activities like, “Zoom” gatherings rather than 

summer soirees, “drive-thru” graduations rather than packed 

auditoriums, and “staycations” instead of crowded flights to our 

favorite vacation spots.

Based on the guidance from the Centers for Disease Control 

and Prevention (CDC) and our local health agencies, the 

Nineteenth Street Emergency Management Team (EMT) is 

providing our fellow church members the following list of 

reminders about how to stay safe when planning your summer 

activities.

1. Be aware of the CDC and local guidance on “Promoting 

Healthy Behaviors that Reduce Spread” of COVID-19.

a. Stay home when appropriate and avoid close contact 

with others when possible.

b. Encourage hand washing, 

avoid handshakes and fist 

bumps, and cover the mouth 

and nose when coughing and 

sneezing.

c. Encourage the use of cloth face 

coverings.

d. Maintain supplies of hand sanitizers 

and disinfectant wipes.

e. In public spaces, post signs to promote everyday 

protective measures.

2. Be aware of the level of risk of COVID-19 spreading at 

events and gatherings.

a. The lowest risk is a virtual gathering, like our weekly 

virtual worship service.

b. More risk is associated with small outdoor and 

in-person gatherings of people of different households 

who remain six feet apart and wear cloth face 

coverings.

c. At higher risk is a medium-sized in-person gathering of 

people from different localities while remaining six feet 

apart.

continued on next page
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d. The highest risk is a large in-person gathering where it 

is difficult for individuals to maintain six feet of social 

distance.

As a natural extension of reducing COVID-19 spread in our 

personal households and environments, there are similar 

concerns for our house of worship at Nineteenth Street. The 

church leadership guided by Senior Pastor Darryl Roberts 

is developing a plan based on current CDC and local health 

agency guidelines. The plan will help assess the feasibility of 

returning to in-person worship services this summer or identify 

a later date and steps needed to move the church into Phase II 

of reopening.

1. The District of Columbia is entering Phase II of its 

reopening guidelines, which can allow up to 100 people to 

gather for an in-person worship service. Moving to Phase 

II for reopening the church for in-person worship would 

require additional stockpiling of cleaning and mitigation 

supplies, training of church personnel, and completing 

our protocols for church operations in compliance with 

COVID-19 restrictions.

2. The church leadership must also consider that many in our 

congregation are at higher risk of contracting COVID-19 

and potentially suffering from the adverse outcomes of 

this infection. The risk for illness increases with age and for 

members who suffer from the following underlying health 

conditions: asthma, cerebrovascular disease, cystic fibrosis, 

high blood pressure, immunocompromised state (weakened 

immune system), dementia, liver disease, pregnancy, 

pulmonary fibrosis (scarred lung tissues), smoking, 

thalassemia (and potentially sickle cell anemia), and type 1 

diabetes mellitus.

3. Based on these logistical and safety concerns, and while 

our assessment is in process, the church leadership has 

decided to continue livestreaming our virtual worship 

services until it is determined to be safe for us to gather in 

person in the sanctuary.

4. In anticipation of the eventual reopening, the congregation 

will be receiving a short survey, either electronically or by 

mail, to share your thoughts with the church leadership 

about returning to worship in the sanctuary. When you 

receive the survey please be so kind as to complete it 

and return it promptly, as your voice will be heard and 

considered in the development of our reopening process. v

Members of the Emergency 
Management Team

Trustee Reginald Cole

Deacon Shawn Davis-Wilensky

Trustee Jacqueline Ivey

Trustee Donza Poole

Be Blessed  
and Stay Safe!
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Building Fund Committee Reimagines 2020
By Trustee Donza M. Poole, Building Fund Chair

Shortly before COVID-19 became a household word, the 

Building Fund Committee had just concluded a busy three 

months of fundraising. There was the Christmas Bazaar in 

December, followed by Jubilee Sunday and its marketplace in 

February. Little did we know that Jubilee Sunday would be one 

of the last in-person church celebrations before large gatherings 

would be banned and replaced temporarily by virtual services.

But this forced hiatus has given the committee something it has 

not had in a while, time for a much-needed break, a pandemic 

pause. After meeting nearly year-round, the committee did 

not meet in March or April. Our first post-coronavirus meeting 

in May was via conference call with the agenda, “A Time to 

Reconnect, Recap, Revisit & Reimagine.” 

Meeting via Zoom videoconference was great as we were able 

to see each other and to resume planning for the remainder of 

this uncertain year. We have much work to do to raise funds for 

needed HVAC repairs during financially challenging times.

Stewardship Sunday Reimagined 
The committee is currently making plans for the sixth Annual 

Stewardship Sunday celebration, set for October 25 during 

Stewardship Month. The co-chairs for this year’s Stewardship 

Sunday are Ferlandia Townsend and Deborah Lewis-Thornton. 

The two are busy planning a memorable and inspiring 

celebration of stewardship.

While some aspects of Stewardship Sunday are sure to change 

because of the pandemic, at least one aspect will not. It will still 

be a time to focus on the three pillars of stewardship—the gifts 

of time, talent and treasure—and our roles as stewards of all that 

God has entrusted to our care. 

Watch for information in the coming weeks on how you can be 

part of this annual celebration.

Raising Funds for HVAC Improvements
In addition to Stewardship Sunday, the Building Fund 

Committee is charged with raising funds for the HVAC improve-

ments to be completed this year. Work on the improvements—a 

new air conditioning system for the sanctuary and a new steam 

boiler for the heating system—is set to begin this summer. 

The improvements are estimated to cost $225,000, and the 

committee will be raising funds throughout the year for this 

important cause.Ferlandia Townsend Deborah Lewis-Thornton
continued on next page
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THANK YOU  
FOR ALL YOU DO  

FOR OUR CHURCH!
Administration Team

Robin Smith

Robin Williams

June Jackson

Portia Thompson

Siera Toney

Maintenance Team

Dennis Nelson

Nekie Wilkey

Walter Thomas

Tawana Briscoe

Transportation Team

Odis Williams

Willie Talley

Russell Ellerbe

Marsha Strickland

We know these are uncertain times. However, if you are able to give, 

we encourage you to consider making a contribution to this worthy 

cause. There are several ways to give: 

By Check: Make checks payable to Nineteenth Street Baptist 

Church and mark the contribution for the Capital Improvement 

Project. Mail your contribution to: Nineteenth Street Baptist Church, 

4606 16th Street NW, Washington, DC 20011 

Via the Church Website: You may contribute by credit card, 

Givelify or PayPal on the church website www.everyblessing.org; 

designate your contribution for the Capital Improvement Project. 

By App: Give by CashApp or Givelify; designate your contribution 

for the Capital Improvement Project. 

Any amount given will be greatly appreciated. To ensure your gift 

is properly credited, remember to note your offering envelope 

number on your contribution. v

Cash App

http://www.everyblessing.org
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Media Ministry Kept Busy During the Pandemic
By Deacon Gerald Young, Media Ministry

So, what has the Media Ministry been up to during the 

pandemic? What a question! The answer is quite a lot, and more 

is in the planning.

First, we have taken this time to upgrade to a digital sound 

board and system inside of the sanctuary. We have also added 

a couple of high end/concert level microphones for the choir 

soloists, along with an extra speaker on the Crittenden Street 

side of the church. I promise that you will notice the difference 

when you return to church. 

Along with the Communications Ministry, we have increased 

the effectiveness of the presentations during our weekly live 

worship services and Bible study broadcasts on YouTube and 

Facebook. Next, we will be working on the live broadcasts 

themselves. We have already added videos to the live stream 

experience. However, by adding one to two more cameras and 

upgrading the bandwidth of each camera in the sanctuary, the 

viewers will be able to experience the worship services like 

continued on next page

Roman Holton and Deacon Gerald Young in sound booth.
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they are present with us. Last, we are still planning to add large 

screens in the sanctuary, but this will be our last upgrade. 

On behalf of the Media Ministry team (Roman Holton, Robin 

Smith, Greg Parchment, Trustee Emerson Bretous, Deacon 

Deborah Crain Kemp, and myself), we thank you for your 

prayers, support, and patience. v

Thank you, Media Ministry,  
for your dedicated service during this pandemic!

Access LIVESTREAM  
worship services and Bible study  

on YouTube or Facebook: 

YouTube at  
https://everyblessing.org/live-streaming 

Facebook Live at  
https://facebook.com/nineteenth.street.399

 Access all prayer calls and  
Thursday prayer meetings  

via the CONFERENCE line at  
605-472-5349, access code 348952#

Contact organizers  
for access to ZOOM programs

Rear view of new digital sound board with its many connections

https://everyblessing.org/live-streaming
https://facebook.com/nineteenth.street.399
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Music Ministry Grows During Pandemic
By Trustee Donza M. Poole, Music Ministry member

This year, the Music Ministry is marking its sesquicentennial—150 

years since the first choir was formed at Nineteenth Street 

Baptist Church. It is an amazing milestone.

But this historic year is not going quite how the Music Ministry 

planned. We were not 

planning to celebrate our 

milestone year during a 

pandemic, one marked by 

stay-at-home orders and 

the suspension of regular 

in-person church services 

to prevent the spread of 

a devastating virus. We 

were not planning for 

worship services that are 

livestreamed only, with the 

Music Ministry consisting 

of just three or four singers, 

socially distanced six feet 

apart in the choir stand and 

backed by a three-person 

band. 

Yet, despite having a much 

smaller footprint on Sundays, 

the Music Ministry is experiencing unprecedented growth. It is a 

growth not measured by the number of its members. No, it goes 

deeper than that. It is a growth in spirit, community, and love, 

marked by resilience.

Here is some background. The Mass Choir’s main rehearsal has 

taken place on Wednesday evenings for over a decade. Before 

the COVID-19 pandemic, the choir would meet at church at 

7 PM for a two-hour rehearsal in preparation for upcoming 

Sunday services. Since the 

pandemic, we still meet 

every Wednesday, only 

now, at 7:30 PM in a Zoom 

conference, and usually, 

for just an hour. We keep 

our singing chops in shape 

during that time with a 

choir rehearsal of sorts, and 

by singing song arrange-

ments where each person 

has a solo. But singing is 

not always the focal point. 

Indeed, what happens on 

Wednesdays is not even 

called a choir rehearsal. It 

is aptly named the “Choir 

Connection Call,” and over 

time, it has become a trans-

formative experience for 

many who attend. 

It is a time to listen—to check-in to see how everyone is doing, 

a time of personal testimonies and prayer, a time to reflect 

on what the Music Ministry has meant to each member, and a 

continued on next page
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time to carve out a new vision for the ministry during these 

pandemic times. It is also a time for laughter and light-

hearted music-themed games. 

In many ways, it is the perfect time to be part of the Music 

Ministry—not only for existing members but also for anyone 

who has ever considered joining the Music Ministry or for 

anyone absent from the ministry for a while. All are welcome. 

“Our Wednesday gathering is more than a choir practice,” 

said Siera Toney, one of the Mass Choir directors. “It has 

become a weekly spiritual practice for us as a ministry, and it 

is seeing us through.”

This new approach does not mean the Music Ministry has 

lost sight of its musical roots. Indeed, Minister of Music 

Kenneth Peagler is already preparing for the return of a full 

choir—a virtual one, for now—plus other choral and liturgical 

dance experiences fit for pandemic times. Members also 

continue to research and document the Music Ministry’s 

illustrious history in honor of the ministry’s 150th anniversary. 

And there are still rehearsals for the quartet of dedicated 

singers, the “Praise Team,” who minister to the congregation 

on Sundays via livestream. But on Wednesdays, at 7:30 PM, 

the Music Ministry connects and fellowships in a special 

way, one that usually leaves each of us feeling renewed and 

inspired, and often, with a smile in our hearts. It is a choir 

rehearsal not to be missed. 

If you are interested in joining in on Wednesday Choir 

Connection Calls or learning more about the Music 

Ministry, contact Minister of Music Kenneth Peagler at 

ministerofmusic@nsbcdc.org. v

Congratulations to …
Deacon Johnnieque B. Love on 

being awarded Emerita Faculty 

status at the University of Maryland 

Libraries, retroactive to her 

retirement on June 30, 2019. 

Deacon Love enjoyed a 53-year 

professional career and is widely 

recognized as a leader in the field 

of diversity and inclusion in libraries. 

She brought that perspective 

to the University of Maryland in 

her positions in Libraries Human 

Resources. She led consideration of what diversity and 

inclusion are, and how the Libraries could create a more diverse 

workspace. In all her positions at the Libraries, she reached out 

to staff and faculty to encourage them in their careers. 

Deacon Love was active in professional organizations, including 

the African American Section of the Association for College and 

Research Libraries (ACRL) of the American Library Association 

(ALA) and the Association for the Study of African American 

Life and History (ASALH). Through her service, she mentored 

people to express the issues surrounding diversity and inclusion. 

She was awarded the UMD iSchool’s James Partridge Award for 

her advocacy for a more diverse, inclusive, and equitable library 

workplace. 

Visit the University of Maryland University Libraries website to 

read more about Deacon Love’s career accomplishments. v

mailto:ministerofmusic@nsbcdc.org
https://www.lib.umd.edu/about/contact-us/emerita
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Men’s Ministry President’s Award Recipients
The Men’s Ministry recognized the recipients of its 2020 

President’s Award during the Men’s Day virtual worship service 

on Sunday, June 28, 2020. Pastor Roberts announced the three 

recipients and cited their accomplishments. 

Congratulations to these winners for their meritorious effort 

exhibited in their Christian walk, support of the church, its 

mission and function. 

Trustee Emerson Bretous
• Sunday School Co-Teacher for Teen Class

• Youth Retreat Chaperon and Chef

• Member of the Men’s Choir

• Sunday Worship by Conference Call Technician

• Our Digital Sign Expressionist

• Vice chair of the Board of Trustees

Gerald A. “Jay” Young, II
• 2020 graduate of Wilson Senior High School in Washington, 

D.C.

• Participant in many of the church’s Youth Ministry events

• Captain, Varsity Basketball Team

• Played in D.C. Public Schools High School Championship 

Game

• Played in D.C. State Championship Game

• Invited to and played in the D.C. High School All-Star Game

• All-City Honorable Mention

• Will attend University of Maryland Eastern Shore

Noah Cooper
• 2020 graduate of St. John’s College High School in 

Washington, D.C.

• Member of St. John’s Symphonic Band (tuba, trumpet, and 

percussion)

• Twice-published in St. John’s literary magazine (poetry)

• Participant in church Youth Ministry activities, including First 

Place winner in 2019 oratory contest

• Volunteer at Martha’s Table and Bread for the City

• Interning this summer with The MusicianShip as a media 

specialist

• Will attend Hampton University (on merit scholarship), 

majoring in Strategic Communications

Deacon Howard S. Smith is president of the Men’s Ministry.

Trustee Emerson 
Bretous

Jay Young II Noah Cooper
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A Salute from the Helping Hand Club
By Sheila Beale, President, Helping Hand Club

The Helping Hand Club salutes Deacon Billy F. Gay for being 

the phenomenal chair of the club’s African American history 

programs since 1994. The club has historically worked with the 

National Association for the Advancement of Colored People 

(NAACP) and Association for the Study of African American 

Life and History (ASALH). In 2017, Deacon Gay encouraged us 

to extend our support to the NAACP Legal Defense Fund.

While continuing to embrace brotherhood, civil rights, history, 

and legacy in a meaningful way, we added social justice as 

a focus. Guest speakers at our annual celebration of African 

American history have included Senior Vice President of the 

NAACP Hilary O. Shelton; the late Honorable Elijah E. Cummings, 

former congressman of the 7th District of Maryland and chair of 

the House Oversight Committee; and Dr. Evelyn Higginbotham, 

current national president of ASALH and great-granddaughter 

of Rev. Dr. Walter Henderson Brooks. (Rev. Brooks was a charter 

member of the Helping Hand Club and longtime pastor of 

Nineteenth Street.) In 2019, Deacon Gay invited Judge Patricia 

Timmons-Goodson to be our speaker. Judge Timmons-Goodson 

was the first African American female to serve in the Supreme 

Court in the state of North Carolina and is currently the 

Democratic nominee for the U.S. House of Representatives 8th 

Congressional District seat in North Carolina. 

In 2018 and 2019, Dr. Gina Paige, CEO of African Ancestry, Inc., 

gave presentations on tracing African lineage through DNA. 

Through genealogical research, Pastor Darryl Roberts learned 

that he shared DNA with ancestors in Portugal (The Moors) on 

his paternal side. These Black European 

descendants were a fierce fighting 

people—never enslaved. 

Rev. Graylan Scott Hagler, Senior Minister 

of Plymouth Congregational United 

Church of Christ, WPFW radio host, and 

local grassroots activist, was the speaker for our 2020 African 

American History Month worship service. This year Deacon Gay 

created a permanent display to showcase the membership level 

plaques the church has received, symbolizing the substantial 

financial support our church and the Helping Hand Club have 

given to our social justice collaborations.  

Pastor Roberts joined President Sheila Beale in saluting 

Deacon Gay and his committee for his steadfast commitment 

to support brotherhood, civil rights, and social justice through 

the programs, speakers, and contributions of the Helping Hand 

Club Ministry. The display case, purchased to memorialize our 

ongoing commitment to support social justice organizations 

that are aligned with our church mission, reminds us of how far 

we have come and how much work we still need to do so that 

‘justice will roll down like water and righteousness like an ever 

flowing stream.’”

We commend Deacon Gay for his service to the African 

American History Month celebrations for the Helping Hand Club. 

He has worked tirelessly to fulfill the club’s mission “to uphold 

and lift all mankind, while preserving our history and legacy.” v
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Juneteenth Memories
By Phillis Walls Cooke

July 4th was coming. Everybody knew that. But in our East 

Austin community in Texas, it was “The 19th of June” that we 

were much more excited about. Being from Texas, this date has 

always been an active part of my family’s life. I have a picture 

of my father in knickerbockers at a 19th of June picnic at about 

age four, and another one of my grandmother in a beautiful 

white lace dress beside a Model-T Ford, though I don’t know 

who the Ford belonged to. 

Sometimes we would make the 

two-hour drive to the country 

for our annual family reunion on 

my daddy’s side. There were 

so many cousins and other 

relatives that I didn’t know 

everybody’s names. It would 

always be a never-to-be-

forgotten good time!

Other times we stayed home. 

Preparations for the big day 

began at least a week before, 

making sure you would have all the foods and ingredients 

you’d need. On the day before, my daddy, a very accomplished 

cook, would season the brisket, mutton, hot sausage, and ribs. 

He would inspect the barbeque grill, the kind that’s a large oil 

barrel split lengthwise, and put some of the mesquite branches 

inside it to add to the flavor when cooking. In a huge pot he 

would make his own special, from-scratch barbeque sauce to 

mop onto the meats as they cooked and smoked on the grill. 

The next morning Daddy was up before dawn to start 

barbequing. Others would be in the kitchen preparing at least 

two kinds of potato salad, cakes, pies, and whatever delectable 

they might desire. One of my favorites was my great aunt’s 

lemon meringue pie made with “Dime Brand” condensed milk. 

Us kids were filled with excitement, running outside for the 

witnessing of my daddy perfecting the aromatic barbequing 

meats and inside again to the sights, sounds 

and smells coming from the kitchen.

It was hot and dusty, too, before 

the roads got paved. We’d set 

tables and chairs up beneath 

the pecan tree in the front 

yard and relatives would come 

over. Around 10 o’clock, we’d walk 

down the block to find a place 

in the crowd to see the parade 

coming down the main street in our 

community. There were sleek, shiny 

cars, including cars with Miss East Austin 

riding with her entourage. Other cars carried various Black 

businessmen, college presidents and executives, and Black 

political office holders in the community and the State of Texas. 

Kids from community organizations doing their routines as they 

marched, bands playing jubilantly, sports teams, Masons, and 

Black cowboys in full cowboy regalia riding their big horses 

paraded down our streets. 
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People in the parade would throw candies toward the crowds 

where kids scrambled to get them. The parade culminated in our 

community’s public park, where festivities continued with the 

gathering of more people, too much food and drink, music, and 

kids playing in the community pool.

We didn’t usually go to “the park.” Instead, when the last of the 

parade passed us, we walked back home for a fun-filled day with 

family, and whoever else might come by. By nightfall, we were all 

exhausted, and when we went to sleep, it was with too full bellies 

and laughter in our dreams. 

As we became older, we would become more involved in the actual 

food preparations, but Daddy always remained maestro of the 

barbeque. As I grew from child to teen to adult in this central Texas 

city, I became more and more aware of WHY we had Juneteenth, 

WHY the families on the Eastside were so interdependent and 

involved with each other, and the WHYs of so many other things. 

Austin, Texas, has the distinction of being the only city in the United 

States to be legislated by law, passed in 1928, to have a segregated 

section for the “negro district,” which included our parade 

culmination point, Rosewood Park.  

My memory of the name “Juneteenth” goes back far less than the 

name “19th of June,” which I grew up with. Perhaps I first heard 

it when Texas declared it a state holiday in 1980, although its 

celebration began the first year after the proclamation of liberation 

of the slaves (The Emancipation Proclamation of 1863) came to 

Galveston, Texas, in 1865. 

The 19th of June is a celebration that is near and dear to my heart. 

Except for this year, if you travel to Austin, the parades still take 

place along the same routes, largely unchanged. And our family 

reunions continue, both now held on the Saturday before the 19th.

Happy 19th of June! v

Photos from the July 2011 Epistle
Who Do You Recognize?
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A Tough Conversation Between Friends
Submitted by Deaconess Evangeline Stevens

The following texts were exchanged between Deaconess Evangeline Stevens and her friend  
of 15 years Stacy (Catherine) Cole between June 10 and June 12, 2020.

Dear Van,

I feel awkward for writing this message… So please forgive me 

if it is not super eloquent. I have been thinking about you and 

your sweet husband during these painful times. I just wanted to 

reach out and tell you how much I appreciate your friendship. 

We do not talk much anymore but you were so kind inviting 

me to Nineteenth Street Baptist church services. Something I 

will never forget! I loved serving with you at BSF (Bible Study 

Fellowship) and admire your character. Anyway, I just wanted 

to let you know that I’m praying for you and thinking about you 

during these painful times. If there’s anything you want to tell 

me as a white woman, I will be receptive. I sincerely love you in 

Christ.

Dear Catherine,

I never thought I would receive any communication like this. 

What a child of God you are. I too value your friendship. I had 

not thought of our friendship being any other way. If I had to list 

my group of friends, you would have been included. 

When I shared with my daughter Lori what you had written 

and then was going to tell her who you were, she stopped me 

and said, “I know who she is.” I obviously speak of you often. 

Although I cannot tell you when we’ve last talked to each other. 

I have not done Facebook in a while. 

Thanks for reaching out. Catherine you are a friend, l have no 

questions to ask of you. Yes, we are in some painful times, now, 

but some things are long overdue. It seems as if the world had 

gotten complacent and some members of the white race, your 

race, think that they are the superior race. So many things are 

happening, Black people, my people, are being murdered and 

excuses were made for their murder. It has been for quite a 

while that we were insignificant, disposable. So again, we march. 

Our meeting in BSF was not a mistake, I saw Christ in you. You 

are invited to Nineteenth Street Baptist Church any time you are 

in town, and as before you will be welcomed. This I tell you as 

your Black friend.

Van, you are just one of those people that I really clicked with. 

Of course, it is because you are such a mature believer in Christ… 

I was very attracted to that. I still am. I guess my only question 

for you is how I can (in addition to prayer), as a white woman, 

support you or demonstrate Love to you during this time.

Catherine, I have been thinking about your question. Besides 

fervent prayer to change the hearts of people, I do not think 

that much will change, some things will get better, but there will 

always be that line divide. I feel this generation will have to die 

out before people stop seeing color.

Van, thank you so much for really considering my question. 

Because I tend to agree with you… And I feel useless and 

Catherine ColeEvangeline Stevens



23The Epistle | Vol. 41 No. 6 | July 2020

helpless and sometimes a little hopeless 

about it. As you and I know, the real 

answer to true peace will only be 

when Christ comes again. I think about 

Hebrews talking about us not serving an 

unsympathetic God… There is a reason 

Christ came to earth as a Jew under 

Roman occupation. Christ knows exactly 

what it Is like as a human being treated 

subhuman. And I think that is what I must 

come to terms with… historically blacks 

have been treated subhuman. And it is 

exceedingly difficult for me to wrap my 

head around that type of evil—much less, 

be a descendent of it.

Yet despite that historical divide, you 

immediately welcomed me into your fold. 

You did not know me, nevertheless, you 

treated me with warmth.

I was thinking about the first time I saw 

Oddie. It is when I arrived at your church 

and was ascending the stairs, nervously 

looking for somebody that I recognized. 

Then I saw his smiling warm welcoming 

face. I look back on that experience… 

And think that is a tiny preview of what 

heaven will look like. As we ascend, we 

will see Jesus’ warm, smiling (non-white) 

face.

Van. God Bless you, Catherine. Surely if 

prayers avail, God will heal our land and 

people. v

New Members

Welcome New Members by  
Experience of Grace

Sister Stacey Burch

Brother Chester Hendrick

Sister Victoria Rose

Congratulations on receiving  
Right Hand of Fellowship  

after completing  
New Member Orientation  

on June 27, 2020

Sister Stacey Burch 

Brother Storee Denson

Rev. Theresa M. Denson

Rev. Troy L. Denson

Brother Chester Hendrick  

Brother Billy Wiley

Brother Storee Denson, Rev. Theresa M. 
Denson, Rev. Troy L. Denson

Sister Stacey Burch

Brother Billy Wiley

Brother Chester 
Hendrick

Sister Victoria Rose
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JULY BIRTHDAYS
Denee A. Barr 7/1

Ferlandia Townsend 7/2

Phillis W. Cooke 7/3

Eugene Jordan III 7/3

Emmanuel Bonhomme 7/4

Robert Q. Holley 7/4

Daniel Woolridge 7/6

Arianna Cypress 7/7

Dale Stewart 7/8

Sheila Beale 7/10

Irving R. Kelley Sr. 7/10

Terrence Thompson Jr. 7/10

Sharrone Brawner Washington 7/11

Eunice J. W. Cothran 7/12

Deborah Robinson 7/12

Heather Boyce 7/13

Deaconess Irish Rose Stovall 7/13

John Brown 7/14

Helen Diane Smith 7/14

Ashley Seales 7/17

Geraldine Scott Jackson 7/18

Gayle Patrick 7/19

Jalon Slayton 7/19

Sophia L. Kirby 7/20

Deaconess Kyra M. Wooden 7/20

Kamilah Martin-Proctor 7/21

Janice Ghenene 7/22

Charles Gordon 7/22

Carol J. Mangum 7/22

Deaconess Cathy S. Nunn 7/22

Ann H. Saunders 7/22

Ja’Shaun Coe 7/24

Alicia Dawson 7/24

Connie Gregory 7/24

Nannie S. Leake (92nd) 7/24

Deacon Nathaniel Robb 7/24

Deaconess Philicia R. Jones 7/26

Lydia Cole 7/28

Victoria Brown 7/29

Deaconess Gloria H. Smith 7/29

Angella Johnson 7/30

Rachel Tillery    7/31

Sydni M. Williams 7/31

Sing it twice while you wash your hands!
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July Calendar
Wednesday, July 1 – Vacation Bible School “The Knights of North 

Castle,” via Zoom, primary session 10–11 AM, youth group 
session 11:30 AM – 12:30 PM

Saturday, July 4 – Independence Day Holiday

Sunday, July 5 – Church School Adult Class, via conference call, 
9–9:40 AM

Sunday Worship Service, Bring Your Own Elements 
Communion, via livestream 10 AM

Youth Church, via Zoom, 11:30 AM

Church School PreK–6th Grade, via Zoom, 1PM

Tuesday, July 7 – Praying Through the Pandemic Prayer Call, led by 
Clergy, 6:30–6:45 AM

Vacation Bible School “The Knights of North Castle,” via 
Zoom, primary session, 10–11 AM, youth group session, 
11:30 AM–12:30 PM

Growing in Grace Virtual Bible Study, led by Pastor Roberts, 
via livestream, 7 PM

Wednesday, July 8 – Vacation Bible School “The Knights of North 
Castle,” via Zoom, primary session, 10–11 AM, youth group 
session, 11:30 AM–12:30 PM

Noon Prayer Call, led by Deaconesses, 12–12:15PM

Thursday, July 9 – Prayer Meeting Call, led by Deacons, 6:30–7:30 PM

Friday, July 10 – Women’s Ministry Selah Bible Study, via Zoom and 
Conference Line, 7–8 PM 

Sunday, July 12 – Church School Adult Class, via conference call, 
9–9:40 AM

Sunday Worship Service, via livestream, 10 AM

Youth Church, via Zoom, 11:30 AM

Teen Sunday School, via Zoom, 12 PM

Church School PreK–6th Grade, via Zoom, 1PM

Tuesday, July 14 – Praying Through the Pandemic Prayer Call, led by 
Clergy, 6:30–6:45 AM

Growing in Grace Virtual Bible Study, led by Pastor Roberts, 
via livestream, 7 PM

Wednesday, July 15 – Noon Prayer Call, led by Deaconesses, 
12–2:15 PM

Thursday, July 16 – Prayer Meeting Call, led by Deacons, 
6:30–7:30 PM

Sunday, July 19– Sunday, July 12 – Church School Adult Class, via 
conference call, 9–9:40 AM

Sunday Worship Service, via livestream, 10 AM

Youth Church, via Zoom, 11:30 AM

Church School PreK–6th Grade, via Zoom, 1PM

Tuesday, July 21 – Praying Through the Pandemic Prayer Call, led 
by Clergy, 6:30–6:45 AM

Growing in Grace Virtual Bible Study, led by Pastor Roberts, 
via livestream, 7 PM

Wednesday, July 22 – Noon Prayer Call, led by Deaconesses, 
12–12:15PM

Thursday, July 23 – Prayer Meeting Call, led by Deacons, 
6:30–7:30 PM

Friday, July 24 – Women’s Ministry Selah Bible Study, via Zoom 
and Conference Line, 7–8 PM

Sunday, July 26 – Church School Adult Class, via conference call, 
9–9:40 AM

Sunday Worship Service, via livestream, 10 AM

Youth Church, via Zoom, 11:30 AM

Teen Sunday School, via Zoom, 12 PM

Church School PreK–6th Grade, via Zoom, 1 PM

Tuesday, July 28 – Praying Through the Pandemic Prayer Call, led 
by Clergy, 6:30–6:45 AM

Growing in Grace Virtual Bible Study, led by Pastor Roberts, 
via livestream, 7 PM

Wednesday, July 29 – Noon Prayer Call, led by Deaconesses, 
12–12:15PM

Thursday, July 30 – Prayer Meeting Call, led by Deacons, 
6:30–7:30 PM

continued on page 15
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