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PASTOR’S CORNER

Pray through the Pandemic, Emerge with New Power
By Rev. Robin Turner

Strong Christian families prosper—even 

in difficult times. They are grounded in 

God’s Word and lovingly support each 

member. They encourage one another 

and are strengthened in prayer. Healthy 

church families are no different. 

A church’s strength stems from the study 

of God’s Word and the corporate prayer 

life—not ritualistic prayer, but that which 

focuses on God and brings people closer to Him. Such prayer 

reflects humility and results in spiritual maturation. It is not 

static but ignites renewal in homes and the congregation.

When our church leaders unanimously backed the Intercessory 

Prayer Ministry two years ago, little did we know this would 

be the season God would use to grow it. We held a number of 

small group training sessions for our church and others. More 

recently, the Nineteenth Street pastoral team was asked to 

lead Lenten calls, a great work sowed by our deacons. When 

the season ended, requests for prayer calls continued. What a 

blessing it is to grow as a church, even in trying times!

A crisis has a way to help us focus even more on the work 

of the church and not simply on church work. We are driven 

to pursue the issues on God’s heart: winning souls, making 

disciples, caring for and comforting others, edifying the saints, 

and expanding God’s Kingdom. Prayer that precedes ministry 

empowers us for such work.

A Higher Level
Great ministry doesn’t require great numbers, but the increase 

does follow if God is leading the work. And ministry isn’t 

dependent on finances, but God gives resources for any work 

He births in prayer—if we stand in agreement. This is key to 

church growth. Anyone who resists prayer is at odds with God, 

and as Jesus said, a house divided cannot stand. When we pray 

in agreement, we magnify His name, and He brings the increase. 

In prayer, we cry out to God knowing He is THE answer to every 

situation. 

Our own effort might bless others, but if it isn’t birthed in prayer, 

it will lack transformative power. In prayer, God invites us to the 

work He is already doing. As we submit, He works through us. 

And that work begins in prayer. 

A Mystery of the Pandemic
The entire world is in a crisis, but those who are in prayerful 

pursuit will come out of this even closer to God. We don’t 

suggest this is the cause of the pandemic. Rather, we are 

confident that despite the pandemic, God will honor his Word 

and strengthen us as we seek Him in prayer. 

Of course, God answers individual petitions, but there is 

exponential power in corporate prayer. God gives corporate 

blessings with His peace, provision and presence as our church 

family advances together in prayer. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+1%3A4-8&version=NKJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+12%3A25&version=NKJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+12%3A32&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians+2%3A13&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/verse/en/Daniel%2011:32
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+8%3A28&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Deuteronomy+32%3A30-43&version=KJV
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Pastor Roberts on the Air
Mark your calendar to tune into the Coach Butch McAdams Show on Sunday, June 21, from 12:30 to 1 PM to hear 

Rev. Dr. Darryl Roberts talk about Nineteenth Street ministries and initiatives.

Listen live on radio stations WOL (1450 AM) and MAGIC (95.9 FM) or listen to live radio streaming on a computer 

or cellphone device by going to www.woldcnews.com. v

Call in to join us: 605-472-5349; Access 348952#

Tuesdays at 6:30 AM – Our Clergy lead 20 minutes of prayer 

with prophetic power around biblical themes.

Wednesdays at 12:00 PM – Our Deaconesses lead 15 minutes of 

prayer followed by “the Overflow,” a time to visit with others on 

the call. 

Thursdays at 6:30 PM – Our Deacons lead this one-hour 

meeting with prayer and messages of hope and inspiration. v

Reverends Edward and Robin Turner lead the Intercessory 
Prayer Ministry at Nineteenth Street Baptist Church and Kairos 
Clinic@, which trains and equips individuals and Christian 
churches with biblical tools for a more effective prayer life. They 
also serve on Nineteenth Street’s Board of Christian Education 
and are founders of the Global Missions Ministry. Rev. Robin 
also serves on the Women’s Ministry Advisory Board. Both are 
trained in global missions and earned M.Div. degrees at Union 
Theological Seminary and World Missions Seminary, respec-
tively. Robin also studied at Wesley Theological Seminary and is 
a journalist by profession, having received an Associated Press 
award for her reporting on national religious trends. Edward 
has a career in Human Resources and serves as an H.R. director 

with previous experience in crisis intervention. The couple 
has been blessed to do missions in Kenya, Uganda, Rwanda, 
Jamaica, Israel, and Nicaragua, and have supported projects in 
New Orleans, Haiti and elsewhere. They have provided missions 
training locally, and in Ohio, Georgia, and Jamaica. They are 
blessed with two adult daughters, Kamille and Katy, who are 
active in ministry in their churches. 
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TRUSTEE TALK

Reasons to be Thankful
By Trustee Donza M. Poole

Like so many celebrations constrained by COVID-19, the Trustee 

Board found a way to make the most of our annual Trustee Rally 

Day with a video presentation during the livestreamed worship 

service on May 17. Vice Chair Emerson Bretous opened the 

virtual event on behalf of the Board with words from Acts 6:2-3 

(NKJV): 

Then the twelve summoned the multitude of the 
disciples and said, “It is not desirable that we should 
leave the word of God and serve tables. Therefore, 
brethren, seek out from among you seven men of good 
reputation, full of the Holy Spirit and wisdom, whom 
we may appoint over this business...”

He also gave highlights of the Board’s work this past year, 

including helping to obtain a grant of over $35,000 for the 

prayer garden, reducing water pollution and the church’s water 

bill, and reducing energy costs by over $41,000 over three years 

due to the installation of solar panels. A video presentation 

highlighted recent Board achievements, such as the church’s 

new digital sign, restored fellowship hall floors, and annual 

retreat at the University of the District of Columbia.

The Board is ever cognizant that our work is only possible 

through the generosity and trust of our Nineteenth Street 

family. As explained in last month’s letter to the congregation, 

your Trustee Rally Day contributions this year will be used to 

help fund critical improvements—replacing the sanctuary air 

conditioner and a steam boiler (the HVAC Project), estimated to 

cost around $225,000. 

There’s still time to make a Trustee Rally Day contribution. See 

page 7 for ways to contribute. Your gift, no matter the amount, 

is greatly appreciated.

Nineteenth Street Receives Paycheck Protection Loan 
We are pleased to report that the church’s application for a 

forgivable loan through the SBA’s Paycheck Protection Program 

(PPP) was approved last month. The program, established by 

the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security Act (the 

CARES Act), provides loans to small businesses and nonprofits 

to cover eight weeks of payroll expenses and other costs. The 
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Board applied for the loan through Industrial Bank, the District’s 

only remaining African American owned bank. The Board is 

pleased the church was able to obtain this much sought-after 

funding. The PPP loan converts to a grant that does not need to 

be repaid, if used primarily to retain employees.

During this time of unprecedented COVID-19 challenges, we 

are truly grateful to have the additional funding to help retain 

our church staff, so critical to carrying out the important and 

much-needed work of the church. 

Wheelchair Access Ramp Funded
More good news! We are pleased to report that through the 

support of the church family, Deaconess Board, and Helping 

Hand Club, we now have the nearly $11,000 needed to 

construct a wheelchair accessible ramp in the curb leading to 

the Crittenden Street entrance. The addition of the ramp will 

make our church more wheelchair-accessible by converting a 

portion of the street curb into a ramp. We anticipate that the 

construction of the ramp, being overseen by Trustee Patrick 

Cooper, will be completed this summer.

A Summertime Idea – Recurring Giving
As we figure out new ways to do summer in the time of a 

pandemic, now might be a good time to also explore a new way 

of giving.

After we began worshiping virtually, some church members 

chose a new way to give their tithes and offerings by giving 

online using CashApp, PayPal or Givelify. The church quickly 

went from receiving less than 10 percent of contributions online 

to receiving over 40 percent that way. Online donors appreciate 

the convenience of giving electronically and can give any day, at 

any time, not just on Sundays.

Recurring giving offers the convenience of giving on a regular 

basis with ease. Select the amount you want to give and how 
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Trustee Rally Day – Ways to Give
By Mail – Send your contribution to Nineteenth Street Baptist 

Church, 4606 16th Street NW, Washington, DC 20011. Place 

your offering in the special Trustee Rally Day envelope or 

in a regular offering envelope, marking the contribution 

for Trustee Rally Day. You can also have your bank send the 

offering to the church using the bill pay feature. 

Online by PayPal or Givelify – Give online through the 

church website, www.everyblessing.org. Choose PayPal to 

give by credit or debit card or PayPal account, making sure 

to designate the contribution for Trustee Rally Day. Choose 

Givelify to give through your Givelify account, selecting the 

Trustee Rally Day option. 

By App – Give via CashApp to $NineteenthStreet, 

designating the donation for Trustee Rally Day. 

Or give via the Givelify app to Nineteenth Street Baptist 

Church, selecting the Trustee Rally Day option. 

Those with PayPal accounts may give using the PayPal app. 

All three apps may be downloaded for free from the App 

Store (for Apple devices) or Google Play (for Android). v

frequently you want to give it (for example, every week or every 

month), and the amount is deducted automatically from your 

bank, credit card, or other account, and sent to the church. 

Recurring giving can be canceled at any time.

PayPal, Givelify, and CashApp all offer recurring giving options. 

Banks with a bill pay service may also have a recurring giving 

option. With recurring giving, you don’t have to worry about 

forgetting to give your tithes and offering. Recurring giving 

benefits the church because it provides a regular source of 

contributions for the church to carry out its mission and vision. 

If recurring giving seems like something for you, give it a try this 

summer. Remember, you can cancel at any time.

With Continued Gratitude 
The Board of Trustees wishes to express our sincere appre-

ciation to the church family for continuing to faithfully give 

your tithes and offerings during this unprecedented COVID-19 

pandemic. We appreciate your willingness to mail or drop-off 

your contributions and to give online, while in-person services 

and activities are temporarily suspended. Your gifts make it 

possible to continue employing our church staff, to share our 

church ministries online and by phone, and to support those in 

need. We thank you for your faithful stewardship. v

Cash App
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Update from Our Emergency Management Team
By Dr. Reginald Cole, Trustee

The last message from the church Emergency Management 

Team (EMT) found Nineteenth Street coming to grips with 

the COVID-19 pandemic and its far-reaching implications for 

our personal safety and the safety of our congregation. The 

leadership of the church tasked the Emergency Management 

Team (EMT) with providing ongoing information to reduce 

our risk of COVID-19 exposure. The guidance provided by the 

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and local 

health agencies on how to reduce the risk of contracting this 

deadly viral infection was shared through all Nineteenth Street 

communication vehicles and platforms. And, it continues to be 

available on the church website. Information on counseling and 

therapeutic resources for coping with COVID-19 can also be 

found on the church website via the link to COVID-19 Updates.  

Increasing public pressure has many states and municipalities 

considering the possible reopening of the economy. Our church 

leadership, with the direction of Pastor Darryl Roberts, has 

instructed the EMT to review the appropriate national and local 

guidelines to prepare the church for the next step. As suggested 

by the CDC, faith-based institutions should focus on instituting 

a systematic process to decide when to open the church’s 

doors. These suggestions emphasize a three-step approach 

to this challenge, including adequate planning, painstaking 

preparation, and decisive response, to mitigate the potential 

health risks of reopening. 

Currently, this information is under careful review and will 

be presented to members of Nineteenth Street’s leadership 

for their continued guidance. In the meantime, please review 

the COVID-19 restrictions provided by the CDC and local 

health agencies and the resources on the church website. It is 

recommended that we continue following safety measures, such 

as hand washing, social distancing, and wearing a cloth face-

covering in public settings. According to CDC guidance, the use 

of “cloth face coverings may slow the spread of the virus and 

help people who may have the virus and do not know it, from 

transmitting it to others.”

Remember, we’re all in this together and should do our duty to 

protect each other as we protect ourselves. v

The Emergency Management Team members are Deacon Shawn Davis-
Wilensky and Trustees Jacqueline Ivey, Reginald Cole and Donza Poole. 
Deacon Davis-Wilensky and Trustee Cole are physicians.  

See these health agency links for more information:

CDC  

 https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html

DC Health Agency   

https://coronavirus.dc.gov

Maryland Health Agency   

https://coronavirus.maryland.gov

Virginia Health Agency  

https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/coronavirus

http://www.everyblessing.org
https://everyblessing.org/category/caronavirus-updates/
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html
https://coronavirus.dc.gov/
https://coronavirus.maryland.gov/
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/coronavirus/
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Family Month Celebrated at Nineteenth Street
May is Family Month at Nineteenth Street Baptist Church. On each of the five Sundays in May, the church profiled one family in our 

church. Those spotlighted included a “four-generation” family as well as one very new to Nineteenth Street. These families shared 

their favorite scriptures and explained how or why they came to be a part of the Nineteenth Street Baptist Church family. 

Holton Family
By Roman Holton

So now faith, hope, and love abide, these three: but the 
greatest of those is love. 1 Corinthians 13:13

The story of how I was called to Nineteenth Street is long, 

but I can condense it. I lost my father at age two; he and my 

mother were members of Dexter Avenue Baptist Church in 

Montgomery, Alabama. I was actually blessed by Dr. King. My 

mother remarried to my father, Reggie Holton, when I was five. 

At that time, she converted to Catholicism, so I grew up Catholic 

(a la carte Catholic as I described myself). My heart was not 

fully into the ritual and service. My father passed in 1996, and it 

was a very dark time for my mother; she sank into depression. 

At some point her best friend, my Aunt Margaret, invited her to 

Nineteenth Street where she returned to her Baptist roots and 

found joy again. I decided to start going with her and was taken 

by Dr Harkins. It was as if he was preaching directly to me. One 

day I was called to walk down the aisle, much to the surprise 

and great joy of my mother. Fast forward, both my children 

were blessed here, wearing the same gown I wore in 1956. My 

mother’s funeral service was here; if I ever marry again, it will be 

here; when my time comes, my funeral will be here.

In these trying times, especially for our family having to bring a 

daughter home from Italy, I am convinced that it would not have 

been possible without the outpouring of love and prayers from 

my Nineteenth Street church family. v

Roman Holton with daughters Adair and Amelia.



10The Epistle | Vol. 41 No. 5 | June 2020

Denson Family
By Rev. Troy Denson

If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask 
whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. This is 
to my Father’s glory, that you bear much fruit, showing 
yourselves to be my disciples. John 15: 7-8 

We are the Denson family: Revs. Troy and Theresa Denson and 

our 11-year old son, Storee Denson. My wife and I came to the 

church in August 2019 as doctoral residents to complete our 

D.Min. degrees from Boston University. My research pertained 

to “Reframing the Mission of God for Increasing Urban Black 
Historic Churches’ Relevance in their Changing Neighborhoods 
and Communities of the 21st Century;” I found that Nineteenth 

Street was doing “just that.” 

The second service we attended was the worship service in 

the park. In addition to the congregation, there were many 

community neighbors of diverse cultures, ethnicities, and 

social statuses enjoying the service, and their children and our 

children were enjoying each other. While waiting in a long line 

for food, I looked around and saw that my son was with Minister 

of Music Peagler and the other musicians, who allowed him to 

play the electric piano with them. 

Although we were attending Nineteenth Street for the purpose 

of studying and learning, we somehow became very much a 

part of the church and the community. My son is often allowed 

to play the organ during and following the services, and Storee 

and I joined the Mighty Men’s Choir. Rev. Theresa and I have 

become involved with the Christian Education Ministry. 

Activities at Nineteenth Street have become a part of the 

Denson household schedule. We would be remiss not to 

mention the weekly sermon-messages delivered by Pastor 

Roberts, who continues to inspire us in our Christian walk and 

encourages us through the challenges of juggling family life 

and completing our doctoral writing and research. In reflection, 

Nineteenth Street Baptist Church transformed what was 

supposed to have been only a “study about historic church 

renewal,” to becoming a part of the actual “experience of 

church renewal, congregational renewal and a joyful renewal of 

our Denson Family Ministry.” v 

Storee Denson with parents Revs. Theresa and Troy Denson
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Cashin-Chambliss Family
By Sheryll Cashin

Sheryll Cashin, a law professor at Georgetown University Law Center and an 
author, shown with her husband Marque Chambliss and twin sons, Logan and 

Langston

Be still and know that I am God. Psalm 46:10

As a mom during a pandemic, this scripture gives me 

peace, reminds me that everything is in God’s hands, 

and I need not worry.

Why Nineteenth Street? As a single person, I started 

attending Nineteenth Street regularly not long after 

Pastor Derrick Harkins arrived. I was moved to join, and 

he baptized me. Blessings have flowed to me ever since. 

I met and married a wonderful man, Marque Chambliss, 

who grew up in Crestwood, not far from the church. 

His family church was Asbury Methodist, but he has 

joined me in making Nineteenth Street our family’s 

church home. Our twin boys, Logan and Langston, were 

dedicated here, sang in the Kandelite Choir, and have 

grown in relationship with God as they attended Sunday 

School over the years. We so appreciate the church’s 

youth ministry and community activism and, most of 

all, our dynamic Pastor Roberts. His sermons lift us up 

and help us to teach our children that they descend 

from a great African American, Christian tradition—a 

striving people who have overcome four centuries of 

oppression! 

We wish to thank our church family for all the ways in 

which you support us. May God bless each of you! v
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Young Family
By Deacon Gerald Young

But those who wait on the LORD shall renew their 
strength; they shall mount up with wings like eagles, 
they shall run and not be weary, they shall walk and not 
faint. Isaiah 40:31

I am a native Washingtonian. I left for college in 1982 and 

returned in 1997 with my wife, Maureen, whom I met while we 

both attended Temple University School of Law in Philadelphia, 

Pennsylvania. In Philadelphia we were members of Canaan 

Baptist Church where I was ordained as a deacon.

Upon relocating to Washington, DC, we immediately began 

searching for a church home. The Holy Spirit led us to 

Nineteenth Street. We were captured by the preached Word 

from Dr. Derrick Harkins and the warm reception we received 

from God’s people. We joined the fellowship of the church in 

February 1998. We count it a privilege and honor to serve God 

using the tools/gifts He has given us and are pleased He chose 

Nineteenth Street as the place we would serve. I have served 

as a teacher in church school, been chairman of the Deacon 

Board, chair of the pastoral search committee, chair of the 

music committee, a member of the men’s chorus, and I currently 

serve as chair of the media and technology ministry. My wife 

has served in the music ministry, worked in the nursery for eight 

years, taught church school, and been active in Class 14, officer 

on the Board of Deaconesses, member of the Thomas Memorial 

Fund, member of the women’s ministry, member of Board of 

Christian Education, and a leader for the Women’s Bible Study 

Fellowship.

Our children have been active in the church’s children and 

youth programs, participating in church school since they 

were babies, singing with the Kandlelite Choir, and partici-

pating in all youth activities. As Jay goes off to college, Leah 

finishes nursing school, and Kalyl finishes high school, we ask 

for continued prayers for our family. We thank God for planting 

us at Nineteenth Street with like-minded Christians who love 

Jesus and serve Him in spirit and truth. We are happy to call 

Nineteenth Street our home church. v

Jay Young, Deaconess Maureen Young, Gerald’s mother Anna Belle 
Brown, Deacon Gerald Young, Leah Dawson, and Kalyl Young 
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Jordan Family
Excerpted from November 2019 Epistle article

I lift up my eyes to the mountains—where does my help 
come from?
My help comes from the Lord, the Maker of heaven and 
earth.
He will not let your foot slip—he who watches over you will 
not slumber; indeed, he who watches over Israel will neither 
slumber nor sleep.
The Lord watches over you—the Lord is your shade at your 
right hand; 
the sun will not harm you by day, nor the moon by night.
The Lord will keep you from all harm—he will watch over 
your life;
The Lord will watch over your coming and going both now 
and forevermore.

Psalm 121

Deaconess Jean Jordan began attending Nineteenth Street 

regularly when she was three years old and was baptized in 

1939 when she was nine—making her a member of our church 

for more than 80 years! Following her parents and paternal 

grandparents, Deaconess Jordan is the third generation to 

belong to Nineteenth Street. Her three children, Eugene 

(Jimmy), Darryl (deceased), and Sheila, are the fourth 

generation. 

Through four scores of work and commitment, Deaconess 

Jordan has served as a pivotal “rock” at Nineteenth Street. In 

1970 she became a member of the Deaconess Board where 

she currently serves. In addition, she sang in the Junior and 

Senior Choirs for more than 60 years, took an active role in the 

Missionary Society, taught Sunday School under Superintendent 

Garnett Crossley, and participated in the Progressive Young 

Adults (now known as the Progressive Adults). She also 

laundered by hand the communion linen for 40 years. She’s 

worked hard and made a difference, indeed. 

Jimmy, an aerospace engineer, maintains his membership at 

Nineteenth Street although he resides in the Los Angeles area. 

Sheila lives in DC and works for the DC government.

Over her years at Nineteenth Street, Deaconess Jordan has 

amassed varied and vivid memories of the traditions, people, 

and events of our church. (See the November 2019 issue of The 
Epistle to read some of the memories Deaconess Jordan shared 

about our church.) v

Jimmy Jordan, Deaconess Jordan and Sheila Jordan
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Deacons Adopt New Member 
Virtual Process
By Deacon Yvonne Dickson

Although the doors of the church 

may be physically closed due to the 

coronavirus, Nineteenth Street is still 

virtually opening the doors of the 

church to welcome new members to 

Christ and to our church family. Each 

week during our livestreamed worship 

services, the Pastor encourages 

listeners to call 202-507-9332 to accept 

Christ and/or join our congregation. 

And, fortunately, the Deacon Board has 

developed a virtual intake process to 

respond when someone does call. 

A person calling the New Member Voice 

Mail Line receives a warm greeting and 

is asked to leave a name and call back 

number. A new member representative 

retrieves the message and passes it 

on to the Deacon Board Secretary. 

The Secretary calls the candidate to 

discuss his or her interest and intentions 

and completes an application over 

the phone. During the call, pertinent 

information is solicited to determine 

the candidate’s mode of membership 

(i.e., baptism, experience of grace, or 

restoration).

Candidates who will join by Baptism will 

be received under Watch Care (until we 

are able to resume in-person baptisms), 

which gives them the rights and 

privileges of membership. Watch Care is 

for a six-month period and is reviewed, 

if the time needs to be extended. 

The candidate’s information is passed 

on to the appropriate Deacon Board 

Spiritual Advisors who will call, to the 

Church Clerk to send a letter, and to 

the New Member Director to call about 

orientation. New member candidates 

will be recommended for membership 

by the Pastor and will be received by 

church vote on the first Sunday of the 

following month. The Right Hand of 

Fellowship will be extended after the 

new member completes orientation.

What a blessing that, even in unusual 

times, we continue to accept, welcome, 

and receive new members into the 

Nineteenth Street Baptist Church 

fellowship. Indeed, the doors of the 

church are always open. v

Watch Care

Rev. Troy L. Denson, Sr.
Rev. Theresa M. Denson
Brother Storee Denson

Experience of Grace

Brother William R. Hyde, Jr.
Sister Opal Hyde

Restoration to the Roll

Brother Michael Bowie

New Members
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Join the Women’s Ministry 
for Friday Bible Study 
By Rev. Dr. Cheryl Coleman Hall

The Women’s Ministry has launched a bible study series entitled, 

“Friday Selah.” Selah has been translated to mean “a rest or 

pause.” The series provides a time to rest in the study of God’s 

Word on alternate Friday evenings. 

“Friday Selah” presents the ten women the Apostle Paul 

recognizes in the 16th chapter of the book of Romans. We delve 

into their lives and examine the lessons and legacies they left 

for women and the church today. These women are identified 

by Paul as deacons, ministers, co-laborers, and friends in the 

ministry. 

The series kicked off on May 8 with an overview. The May 22 

session focused on the Deacon Phoebe and her contribution 

to the church. The sessions meet every other Friday from 7 to 

8 PM via Zoom. All participants must pre-register by contacting 

Shirley France at 301-890-3074. We are delighted that more 

than sixty women have registered thus far. 

We thank God that we can fellowship and study together during 

these challenging times. Join us for the next session on Friday, 

June 5 at 7 PM. See the church’s website for more details on the 

schedule and topics. 

And we all, who with unveiled faces contemplate the 
Lord’s glory, are being transformed into His image with 
ever-increasing glory, which comes from the Lord, who 
is the Spirit.” 2 Corinthians 3:18 (NIV) v

The Women’s Ministry  
Leadership Team and Advisory Board

Rev. Dr. Cheryl Coleman Hall

Minister Leslie Wiley

Deacon Stephanie Thomas

Deacon Shawn Davis-Wilensky

 Rev. Robin Turner

Deaconess Maureen Young

Sharon Russell

Tanya Agurs-Collins

Edith Bullard-Britt

Shirley France 

Deacon Deborah Crain Kemp
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Come Watch With 
Me Winner for May
Congratulations to Roxanna Billal—May winner of 

the “Come Watch with Me” campaign, who had 21 

guests last month.

The “Come Watch with Me” campaign encourages 

church members to invite family and friends to join 

our Sunday morning livestream worship services. 

Guests are asked to check-in using the YouTube 

chat feature to share their names and the name of 

the member that invited them.

We recognize the members who had the most 

guests. At the end of the campaign, the members 

who invited the highest number of guests to the 

“Come Watch with Me” and “Come Sit with Me” 

combined campaigns will receive prizes.  

It is not too late for you to participate in the 

campaign by inviting others to join our virtual 

worship services. v

Update:  
Global Missions Ministry
By Phillis Walls Cooke, Global Missions Ministry Leader

Global Missions Ministry continues our dedication seeking God’s word 

and guidance. As the pandemic has spread throughout the world, it 

has, of course, impacted what we can physically do with those we 

minister to. Ministry members decided to “pray in earnest,” wherever 

we may physically be, for the people of the countries we minister to 

in Nicaragua, Burkina Faso, Jamaica, and Haiti. As we face numerous 

challenges here in the United States, we are aware that people in these 

countries do not have nearly the resources, if any, that are available to 

us here in the United States. 

Please join us wherever you may be each Monday at 7 PM to individ-

ually pray in earnest for our brothers and sisters—God’s children, 

in these countries. As we pray individually, we will also be praying 

together. 

Due to the pandemic, Haiti Walk 5k, which was scheduled for 

September 12, 2020, is canceled at this time. Global Missions Ministry 

and VillageMed will continue to assess the situation and re-evaluate 

what may be feasible and in what form in the spring. As always, we are 

grateful for your outpouring of support these past years, raising over 

$70,000 for the cause of supporting VillageMed in building a pediatric 

clinic in Haiti. 

VillageMed continues ongoing contact with its partners in Haiti. They 

are presently looking for an opportunity to send medication to Haiti 

when our State Department deems it safe to do so. Let us pray that 

God will lead VillageMed to this opportunity. 

We are in this together, so we continue to pray together. v
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Celebrating 150 Years of Music at Nineteenth Street
By Trustee Donza M. Poole, Music Ministry Mass Choir Member

June is African American Music Appreciation 

Month. Begun in 1979 as Black Music Month 

by President Jimmy Carter and renamed 

African American Music Appreciation Month in 

2009 by President Barack Obama, June is the 

month we celebrate African American contri-

butions to the world of music. 

We are taking this occasion to celebrate 150 

years of the Music Ministry at Nineteenth 

Street Baptist Church. While we do not know 

the exact month, available history tells us that 

what would become the Music Ministry began 

sometime in 1870. 

Sacred music is one of the earliest forms of 

African American music. From Negro spirituals 

and anthems, to gospel and praise and worship, 

African American sacred music has long 

been part of the Nineteenth Street worship 

experience.

In the early 1980s, the church’s Senior Choir 

recorded a live concert album to commemorate its 111th 

anniversary, titled “By the Waters of Babylon.” The double 

album featured classical pieces, anthems, and spirituals. The 

album’s liner notes also included a history of choir music at 

Nineteenth Street. It reads in part: 

“No written record of the choir’s history had been found 
that pre-dates the year 1870. However, oral history 

indicates that a choir was formed in that year under the 
leadership of Gerard Edmunds, a former choir leader of 
Richmond, Virginia.

The success of this band of volunteer singers demon-
strated very early that a choir was a valuable asset and 
contributed to the spiritual and cultural development of 
the church’s worship services…The formal organization of 

the choir in 1903 opened a broader field 
in which to work and changed the choir’s 
status to that of a recognized Church 
organization similar to that of other 
auxiliaries.”

Much has happened since that first choir was 

formed in the early years. In addition to the 

Senior Choir, the Music Ministry grew to include 

the Male Chorus, the Kandlelite Choir, the 

Comfort Choir, the Mass Choir, the Women’s 

Choir, and the Liturgical Dance Ministry, all of 

which continue today. In the past, the Music 

Ministry also included the Gospel Choir, the 

Instruments of Praise, the Voices in Praise, and 

the Young Adults’ Chorus. 

As with much of African American history, accessing the 

church’s musical history can be challenging. It is hoped that 

during this 150th year, the Music Ministry will be able to update 

its history through research and connecting with church 

historians and current and former members of the Music 

Ministry. In the meantime, an Internet search of the church’s 

continued on next page
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musical history revealed interesting facts you may not know. For 

instance:

Nineteenth Street was home to a seminary’s jubilee choir: 
Beginning in 1867, the church was home to the Wayland 

Theological Seminary, which occupied space in the church’s 

basement. Their student choir, the Wayland Seminary 

Jubilee Singers, formed in 1874, was compared favorably 

to the renowned Fisk Jubilee Singers. The Wayland choir 

and the church’s choir performed anthems from “choice” 

white repertory. Wayland Seminary in DC, which Booker T. 

Washington attended in 1878, later merged with Richmond 

Theological Seminary to form Virginia Union University. 

(Sources: Spirituals and the Birth of a Black Entertainment 
Industry, by Sandra Jean Graham, www.press.uillinois.edu; 

Wayland Seminary, Wikipedia). 

Our church served as a concert space in the 1870s: In 

1873, after the National Theater stopped allowing African 

Americans to attend, Nineteenth Street was one of four local 

black churches to provide performance spaces where African 

Americans could attend concerts. (Source: DC Jazz: Stories of 
Jazz Music in Washington, DC, edited by Maurice Jackson and 

Blair A. Ruble.)

The choir had a connection to Dr. Charles Drew: In the late 

1800s, the parents of Dr. Charles Drew, inventor of the blood 

bank, were active members of Nineteenth Street. His father, 

Richard Drew, was the choir’s musical director, while his mother, 

Nora Drew, served on the Board of Trustees. (Source: The Life of 
Dr. Charles Drew: Blood Bank Innovator, by Anne Schraff.)

The Duke attended our church: As a child in the early 1900s, 

Duke Ellington’s mother, Daisy Ellington, took him to two 

churches every Sunday—his father’s church, John Wesley 

A.M.E. Zion, and her church, Nineteenth Street Baptist 

Church. It is thought that Ellington’s musical influences 

included his church experiences. (Sources: DC Jazz: Stories 
of Jazz Music in Washington, DC; Internet Chat with Hedrick 

Smith re: documentary, Duke Ellington’s Washington (PBS), 
https://www.pbs.org/ellingtonsdc/uptownChat.htm; Duke 
Ellington’s Washington (PBS), Interview of author John Hasse, 

https://www.pbs.org/ellingtonsdc/interviewHasse.htm.) 

Finally, we went caroling at the White House: On December 9, 

1976, the church’s Senior Choir was one of two caroling groups 

honored to sing at President Ford’s Christmas Ball for Congress, 

held at the White House. (Source: By the Waters of Babylon, 
album liner notes; The Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library.) 

These are just a few highlights from the Music Ministry’s first 100 

plus years. The ministry continues to build on this storied legacy. 

While weekly rehearsals and ministering during in-person 

worship services are temporarily suspended, we are a resilient 

ministry. We are reminded too that the Music Ministry faced a 

pandemic 102 years ago—the flu of 1918. Yet here we are. God 

has brought us a mighty long way. v

http://www.press.uillinois.edu
https://www.pbs.org/ellingtonsdc/uptownChat.htm
https://www.pbs.org/ellingtonsdc/interviewHasse.htm
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An On Time God
By Rev. Reginald Townsend, Associate Minister

Congratulations to the class of 2020! Young people 

graduating have high expectations for future 

success. However, in light of the current economic 

and health crisis, the church must have a message 

of encouragement, hope, joy, and peace, despite 

the naysayers. The current political and economic 

circumstances caused by the COVID-19 virus and 

the resulting worldwide pandemic may appear to be insur-

mountable to some. To others, this is yet another opportunity 

for God to demonstrate His sovereign power.  

The black church is the living evidence of the power of the 

resurrection. We have already survived many dangers, toils, 

and snares. In Christ’s resurrection, the early Christians saw 

the vindication of Jesus, who was shown to be God’s Messiah, 

despite crucifixion. Even more, they saw in His resurrection the 

vindication of God. (1 Corinthians 15:20-21) We tell the story of 

God’s delivering hand in times like these. 

America has not always lived up to its founding principles and 

sacred ideals, when it comes to black people. But if it had not 

been for the Lord on our side, where would we be today? One 

song writer describes Him as “The Keeper of My Soul.” The 

challenge today for the graduates and future generations of 

African Americans is to keep faith in an “on time” God; a God 

who is omnipotent (has all power), omnipresent (everywhere), 

and omniscient (has all knowledge). We serve a God who is 

always faithful.

Dr. Benjamin E. Mays encouraged his Morehouse College 

students, including Martin Luther King Jr., with the following 

words. “To be able to stand the troubles of life, one must have 

a sense of mission and the belief that God sent him or her into 

the world for a purpose, to do something unique and distinctive; 

and that if he does not do it, life will be worse off because it 

was not done.” 

My grandmother, Vancy, (may she rest in peace), a praying 

woman, used to say, “Trouble don’t last always! God doesn’t 

always come when you want him, but He is always on time.” She 

would add, “He has a way of showing up when you least expect 

Him.” The Apostle Paul wrote, “Hope that is seen is not hope.” 

(Romans 8:24) 

Graduates, we are very proud of your accomplishments. 

Continue to trust in God, and He will provide every need. 

Remember, whether God is a long-range planner or not, we 

cannot say for sure. Some of us do know for sure that He 

brought us from a mighty long way. God found us way down 

and lifted us up. He found us ignorant and sent us to school. He 

found us friendless and put friends all around us. I encourage 

you, during this time of quarantine and pandemic, not to ever 

give up. Keep trusting in Jesus.

Finally, Christian friends, there are many things that we may not 

understand in life, the current health crisis being one. There are 

still some mysteries in life that we must trust to God. Because 

we now see through a glass darkly, I believe that one day when 

the fog has lifted, we will at last understand. One day, when the 

mist has rolled away, and when we rise out of the mesmerism of 

nearsightedness, we shall see Him for ourselves. Until then, God 

has a plan for each of our lives now. Just be obedient, study 

the Word, practice social distancing, wear your mask, wash 

your hands, eat right, and exercise. Most of all, continue to be 

prayerful and trust Him with your life. (Psalm 91:1-2) v
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Praise Report from  
Love Pal Ronnea Simpkins
Hello, Nineteenth Street family. I am so 

happy to share with you that I am now 

a Norfolk State University graduate! I 

received a Bachelor of Arts in Psychology, 

graduating cum laude. I am a proud Norfolk 

State alumna.

Although I did not get a chance to march 

across a stage and receive my diploma, I 

am a proud graduate. I was able to finish 

the semester strong. It was not an easy 

transition, but I was able to show that I 

can accomplish anything I put my mind to, 

even during a pandemic. It reminds me of 

Philippians 4:13, “I can do all things through 

Christ who strengthens me.”

Being away from home in college was 

challenging at first. It was hard to adjust 

to being independent and in a new 

environment, but I managed to push 

through. I really appreciate my church 

family for being supportive throughout 

my four years in college. All the cards and 

phone calls I received were influential. The 

annual scholarships helped to support my 

financial needs. The feeling of knowing that 

I had my church family rooting for me was a 

remarkable experience.

During my time away in college, I was part 

of the Progressive Adults’ Love Pal program. 

This meant so much to me because I was 

able to have Ms. Shirley France as my Love 

Pal mentor. She has been accommodating 

throughout this journey. She was always 

a phone call, a text, or an email away. 

Whenever I needed anything, she was right 

there for me. It was a blessing to have Ms. 

France as my Love Pal.

I want to thank the Progressive Adults for 

allowing me to be part of this program. I 

now have meaningful relationships that 

have left an impact on my life. This program 

has allowed me to keep my faith strong and 

not to give up. And the stipends they sent 

me every other month were very welcomed!

This fall, I will be going to Kent State 

University in Ohio to study in the School of 

Psychology. My career goal is to become 

a school psychologist working in an urban 

school. Please continue to support me 

through the next chapter of my life.

Again, thank you, church family. I will never 

forget the amount of support I received. v

Ronnea is the granddaughter of Alice Gray. 
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Church School & Youth Ministry Worship Opportunities
Children and youth at Nineteenth 

Street are invited to participate 

in these virtual Sunday church 

school and worship experiences 

tailored for them:

Church School for PreK–6th Graders 

via Zoom

Sundays at 1 PM

Teen Sunday School 

via Zoom

 2nd and 4th Sundays at Noon

Youth Church

Sundays at 11:30 AM

Thank you to Church School 

Superintendent Deacon Stephanie 

Thomas, Youth Minister Rev. James 

Harris, and the many teachers 

and volunteers who work hard to 

support our young people in their 

spiritual development. See right  

for more information on accessing 

these classes and worship 

experiences. v

Church School for PreK-6th Grade
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81048834575?pwd=Z3QvMTFvREx0a1RsZUl4NUJ5K2o5dz09

Meeting ID: 810 4883 4575, Password: 1801839

Children in grades PreK to 6th meet on Zoom each Sunday at 1 PM. Join us for a fun time! 

We start each week with prayer as a group, followed by puppet ministry with Rev. Lorise 

Wolfe, Milan Wolfe, and Ramon, the puppet. The teachers for the younger age group are 

Dorothy Curtis and Karen Sidney-Drumgold; Deaconesses Gloria Tisdale, Sharon Tucker, 

and Catherine Cheatham teach the older ages. Shirley France leads the singing and 

handles the technology.

Teen Sunday School
https://zoom.us/j/692905919? pwd= K0paUUpZbUozVjdIZERBbjFpRFdpZz 09

Meeting ID: 692 905 919, Password: 65797

Or call: 929-205-6099, Access code 692-905-919

The Teen Sunday School class meets on the 2nd and 4th Sundays at 12 Noon. Feel free to 

Invite your friends to join in. The Teen Sunday School teachers are Deacon Shawn Davis-

Wilensky, Rukiya Bonner, Trustee Emerson Bretous, and Bradford Ellison.

Youth Church
https://zoom.us/j/692905919? pwd= K0paUUpZbUozVjdIZERBbjFpRFdpZz 09

Meeting ID: 692 905 919, Password: 65797

Or call: 929-205-6099, Access code 692-905-919

Nineteenth Street youth are encouraged to join Rev. James Harris for Youth Church every 

Sunday at 11:30 AM. Feel free to invite a friend. To participate, join Zoom using the access 

info above. Rev. Harris is available to serve our youth throughout the pandemic and can 

always be reached at 404-908-7050.

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81048834575?pwd=Z3QvMTFvREx0a1RsZUl4NUJ5K2o5dz09
https://everyblessing.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=fcabd391e36a02bdbfc6b6134&id=b2a3728359&e=c33a2a43e6
https://everyblessing.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=fcabd391e36a02bdbfc6b6134&id=b2a3728359&e=c33a2a43e6
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JUNE BIRTHDAYS
Deacon Jessie W. McCrae 6/7

Deaconess Pearl W. Sudduth 6/7

Sybil A. Barbour 6/10

Christopher Burks 6/12

Aldolphus R. Gaines 6/12

Erinn Dumas 6/13

Roberta Stevenson Thomas 6/13

Rev. Theresa M. Denson 6/15

Allison M. Jackson 6/16

Deaconess Kathryn C. Brooks 6/17

Ernest Blakemore, Jr. 6/19

Ernestine Blakemore 6/19

Gloria B. Dempsey 6/19

William L. Smalley Jr. 6/19

Jara Wilensky 6/19

Hunter Landon Wolfe 6/21

Deacon Emeritus Griffin F. Day III 6/22

Tolani L. Rufai 6/22

Devon Nikki Slayton 6/25

Myra Banks Scott 6/25

Deacon Michael V. Bonner 6/26

Trustee Michael A. Beale 6/27

Loretta Avery Pete 6/28

Deacon Raymond C. Johnson Sr. 6/30

Sing it twice while you wash your hands!

Happy 96th Birthday to Dorothy Jefferson!
On Saturday, May 30, Dorothy Jefferson got a big surprise when a birthday motorcade 

pulled up to her front yard. The celebration included tributes by Pastor Darryl Roberts 

and DC Councilman Brandon Todd, poetry and music, an ice cream truck, and a slew 

of family, friends, and neighbors—socially distanced and masked. Happy 96th birthday, 

Sister Jefferson! Best wishes for many more. v



23The Epistle | Vol. 41 No. 5 | June 2020

June Calendar
Tuesday, June 2 – Praying Through the Pandemic Morning Prayer 

Call, led by Clergy, 6:30–6:45 AM

Growing in Grace Virtual Bible Study, led by Pastor Roberts, 
via livestream, 7 PM

Wednesday, June 3 – Noon Prayer Call, led by Deaconesses, 
Noon–12:15 PM

Thursday, June 4 – Prayer Meeting Call, led by Deacons, 
6:30–7:30 PM

Friday, June 5 – Women’s Ministry Friday Selah Bible Study, via 
Zoom and conference call, 7–8 PM

Sunday, June 7 – Church School Adult Class, via conference call, 
9–9:40 AM

Worship Service, Bring Your Own Elements Communion, via 
livestream, 10 AM

Youth Church, via Zoom, 11:30 AM

Church School, PreK–6th Grade, via Zoom, 1 PM

Tuesday, June 9 – Praying Through the Pandemic Morning Prayer 
Call, led by Clergy, 6:30–6:45 AM

Growing in Grace Virtual Bible Study, led by Pastor Roberts, 
via livestream, 7 PM

Wednesday, June 10 – Noon Prayer Call, led by Deaconesses, 
Noon–12:15 PM

Thursday, June 11 – Prayer Meeting Call, led by Deacons, 
6:30–7:30 PM

Sunday, June 14 – Church School Adult Class, via conference call, 
9-9:40 AM

Worship Service, Youth and Graduate Recognition Sunday, 
via livestream, 10 AM

Church School, PreK–6th Grade, via Zoom, 1 PM

Tuesday, June 16 – Praying Through the Pandemic Morning Prayer 
Call, led by Clergy, 6:30-6:45 AM

Growing in Grace Virtual Bible Study, led by Pastor Roberts, 
via livestream, 7 PM

Wednesday, June 17– Noon Prayer Call, led by Deaconesses, 
Noon–12:15 PM

Thursday, June 18 – Prayer Meeting Call, led by Deacons, 
6:30-7:30 PM

Friday, June 19 – Women’s Ministry Friday Selah Bible Study, via 
Zoom and conference call, 7–8 PM

Sunday, June 21 – Church School Adult Class, via conference call, 
9-9:40 AM 

Sunday Worship Service, Father’s Day, via livestream, 10 AM

Youth Church, via Zoom, 11:30 AM

Church School, PreK–6th Grade, via Zoom, 1 PM

Tuesday, June 23 – Prayer Call, led by Clergy, 6:30–6:45 AM

Growing in Grace Virtual Bible Study, led by Pastor Roberts, 
via livestream, 7 PM

Wednesday, June 24 – Noon Prayer Call, led by Deaconesses, 
Noon–12:15 PM

Thursday, June 25 – Prayer Meeting Call, led by Deacons, 
6:30-7:30 PM

Sunday, June 28 – Church School Adult Class, via conference call, 
9-9:40 AM 

Sunday Worship Service, Men’s Day, via livestream, 10 AM

Youth Church, via Zoom, 11:30 AM

Teen Sunday School, via Zoom, Noon

Church School, PreK–6th Grade, via Zoom, 1 PM

Access livestream worship services and Bible study  
on YouTube or Facebook: 

YouTube at https://everyblessing.org/live-streaming 
Facebook Live at https://facebook.com/nineteenth.street.399

 Access all prayer calls and Thursday prayer meetings  
via the conference line at  

605-472-5349, access code 348952#

Contact organizers for access to Zoom programs

https://everyblessing.org/live-streaming
https://facebook.com/nineteenth.street.399
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