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PASTOR’S CORNER

The Best is Yet to Come
By Rev. James Harris, Youth Pastor

Who would have imagined that 2020 would 

shape up to look like this? We have experienced 

so much individually, as a church family, and as 

a country. This year has certainly presented us 

with a new way of life. Every area of our lives 

has been impacted in some way or another. 

We started with a pandemic and also found 

ourselves in the middle of racial tension in our country that 

the millennial and younger generations had never experienced 

before. So many people have lost loved ones, jobs, spiritual 

enrichment, social experiences, and peace of mind.

I had the privilege of teaching a class to other youth and 

young adult pastors two years ago. The subject matter was 

“presenting God who is the same yesterday, today, and forever in 

a world that is forever changing.” The class challenged pastors 

and leaders to think about church in a different way. Well, at this 

point, we have been forced to do church differently because of 

all that has taken place this year.

I would say that I had a pretty strong prayer life before this year, 

but I must admit I have amped it up even more. I find myself 

constantly praying for family, friends, church members, and of 

course the youth and young adults of Nineteenth Street Baptist 

Church. I recognized that our youth are ready to go back to 

school, tired of being in the house, many are emotionally 

bankrupt from all the swift changes we have encountered in 

such a short period of time. We have youth worship every 

Sunday at 11:30 a.m., and the discussions that take place are 

honest, informative, and eye-opening.

Their faith, resilience, and pursuit of God during all that is taking 

place in our world is a blessing to witness. Of course, they have 

concerns, frustrations, anger, and confusion, but their faith in 

God is growing stronger and stronger every day. I can literally 

hear in their voices a strong conviction that they trust that “this 

too shall pass!”

To log into youth worship every week knowing that our youth 

are ready to engage and learn ways in which they may grow 

in Christ is rewarding. To see new faces and visitors pop in on 

a monthly basis from other cities across the country has been 

such a blessing as well. Having dialogue via Zoom with our 

college students during the beginning of the summer was such 

a treat. Vacation Bible School was a huge success this summer 

with children and youth attending from all over the country. Our 

Sunday School ministry has continued to educate our youth 

with excellence.

There have been several one-on-one conversations with youth, 

young adults, and parents that have taken place this year. I 

feel more connected to our ministry at this moment than 

ever before. God has used this time to strengthen families, 

friendships, and relationships that needed some tending to.

In the midst of all that we have experienced during 2020, our 

God has remained faithful to us. There are so many businesses, 
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churches, and schools that have not survived 

all that has taken place this year. The fact 

that you are even reading this article is an 

example of God’s faithfulness. The fact that 

you are reading this article means God still 

has plans for you. The fact that you are 

reading this article means that things can 

and will get better. God is not done, showing 

us how “all things work together for the 

good of those who are called according to 

his purpose.”

Remember, THE BEST IS YET TO COME! v

Pastor Roberts on the Air
Sunday, September 6 

Sunday, September 20
12:30 – 1 p.m.

Tune into the Coach Butch McAdams Show 

on Sunday, September 6, and Sunday, 

September 20, at 12:30 p.m. to hear Pastor 

Roberts talk about Nineteenth Street, our 

activities, and other timely topics. 

After viewing our livestreamed Sunday 

morning worship service, you can listen 

to him via live radio streaming on your 

computer or smartphone by going to 

www.woldcnews.com. Or turn on your radio 

and listen live on WOL (1450 AM) or MAGIC 

(95.9 FM).

It is extremely important that everyone is counted,  
and now we have less time to do it than we thought. 

• You can still log on to the U.S. Census Bureau website at: 

https://my2020census.gov/login, enter the 12-digit identification number 

you received in the mail, and complete the simple questionnaire.

• If you do not want to complete it online, you can do it by telephone or by 

mail. 

• To complete the questionnaire by phone, begin by calling 

844-330-2020. The phone lines are open 7 a.m. to 2 a.m. each day.

• To complete it by regular mail, return the questionnaire you received 

in the mail in the envelope provided. If you do not have the return 

envelope, you can mail the completed form to: U.S. Census Bureau 

National Processing Center, 1201 E. 10th St., Jeffersonville, IN 47132.

Act NOW to ensure you are counted!

http://www.woldcnews.com
https://my2020census.gov/login
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TRUSTEE TALK

Grants and Other Blessings
By Trustee Donza M. Poole

Each month, as we prepare this column, I wonder how we’ll 

weave together the various items on our list. Unlike single topic 

columns, the Trustee Board often has several areas to talk about. 

But what was once a challenge has become an opportunity. 

With in-person communication curtailed by COVID-19, what a 

blessing it has been for the Board to update the church each 

month through this column about items we hope will be of 

interest to you. 

Church Secures COVID-19 Grant from DC Baptist 
Convention
The Trustee Board is pleased to report that the church was 

awarded a $2,500 grant in August from the District of Columbia 

Baptist Convention Foundation. Trustee Chairman Franklin 

Smith pursued the grant, which is to be used for costs related to 

reopening the church for in-person worship services, once they 

resume. The grant is one of three grants the church has secured 

in the past two years. 

Progress on FEMA Security Improvements
Much of the work on the security improvements covered by 

the $100,000 FEMA security grant was completed last month, 

including the installation of a state-of-the-art camera system. 

It is anticipated that the remaining improvements will be 

completed this month. 

Memorial Plaques – A Lasting Gift in Remembrance
Many of you will recall that last year’s 180th church anniversary 

celebration included the unveiling of the stained-glass image 

of Jesus Christ in the Memorial Alcove, re-stained to be more 

historically accurate. The striking image is the centerpiece of 

the alcove, a place of prayer, reflection, and contemplation. 

As many know, the walls of the alcove are also home to 

memorial plaques. The plaques are a way for church members 

to honor the memory of loved ones, while also supporting 



6The Epistle | Vol. 41 No. 8 | September 2020

the church’s ministries. We decided to highlight the memorial 

plaques this month for those who may not be aware of this 

lasting and thoughtful way to honor a loved one’s memory. 

The plaques are made of bronze and available in two sizes, 3 

inches x 10 inches and 4.5 inches x 12 inches, and include a 

personalized inscription. The fee is $500 for the smaller plaque 

and $1,000 for the larger one, with a portion of the proceeds 

benefitting the church. If you are interested in purchasing a 

memorial plaque, contact Trustee Chairman Franklin Smith at 

202-829-2773 or at FSmith@nsbcdc.org, to place an order or 

for more information. You will need to select a size, provide 

a printed inscription, and pay the fee to place an order. Once 

ordered, it may take up to six weeks for the plaque to be 

completed. 

A Helping Hand to Accessibility
More good news. We are pleased to report that the Helping 

Hand Club has donated $27,500 toward the purchase of a 

wheelchair-accessible bus to replace the existing one. The 

donation was made from a bequest to the church for the 

Helping Hand Club. The donation will be combined with other 

funds earmarked to replace the bus. 

Wheelchair Ramp Temporarily on Hold
Work on the wheelchair-accessible ramp and street lane to the 

Crittenden Street church entrance has been put on hold after 

a fiber-optic station owned by Comcast was discovered in the 

area. Comcast has agreed to relocate the station at no cost to 

the church. Construction of the ramp should begin once the 

station is relocated. A date for the relocation has not been set. 

Grat-i-tude noun
Gratitude is defined as the quality of being thankful, a fitting 

word to end on. The Board of Trustees wishes to express 

our gratitude to the Nineteenth Street church family for your 

generous and steadfast support of the church during these 

trying times. Through your tithes, offerings, time, and talent, the 

church has been able to convert to a thriving virtual ministry of 

livestreamed services, church school classes, prayer lines, and 

Zoom videoconferences; stay connected through email, postal 

mail, Facebook, and the church website; provide scholarships 

for higher education; and help those in need. Not all churches 

have been able to meet today’s COVID-19 challenges 

adequately. The Board thanks you for providing the resources 

to allow our church to continue advancing its mission and vision 

during these unprecedented times. 

“In every thing give thanks…” (1 Thess 5:18, KJV) v

Give Your Tithes and Offerings
MAIL A CHECK

 Nineteenth Street Baptist Church  

 4606 16th St. NW 

 Washington, D.C. 20011

DONATE ONLINE 

 at everyblessing.org

 by debit or credit card or PayPal

DONATE VIA APP

 Givelify: Nineteenth Street Baptist Church

 Cash App: $NineteenthStreet Cash App

mailto:FSmith@nsbcdc.org
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March on Washington 
August 28, 2020

Photos by  
Deacon Kenyatta Hobson
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Page-turner Book Reviews
By Deacon Johnnie Love 

Welcome to the September issue of 

Page-turner Book Reviews! If you read our 

reviews in the August issue of The Epistle, 
we are delighted to have encouraged your 

reading choices. In this issue, we highlight Dr. 

Eddie Glaude Jr’s book, Begin Again (2020), 

and Dr. Ellen White’s book, Daughters of God 

(1998). We will never tell you what to read, 

but we will surely provide incentive for you to quench your 

thirst for good, suggested literature that will be an excellent 

“Page-turner” for you! 

Begin Again. Dr. Eddie Glaude Jr (2020) 
Dr. Eddie Glaude Jr’s newly published book, 

Begin Again, is a definite “Page-turner!” If there 

ever was a book that you will struggle to put 

down, this it. I can remember in the early ‘60s 

when I tried to read Baldwin’s Notes of a Native 
Son. I placed Baldwin’s work on hold, never to be 

picked up again, until this book.

In a well-researched hybrid of history, biography, literary 

criticism, and personal interviews, Glaude excels in telling 

Baldwin’s story as a critic of America’s race problems with his 

ability to understand the American condition cohered around 

a set of practices he calls “the lie.” He explains that “the lie” is 

more so a “set of lies” with a single purpose of holding us down. 

Glaude goes on to write that Baldwin’s maturing writing style 

and demand for dignity and privilege were not acknowledged 

but held captive by his activism and became more clearly 

defined in his effort to explain the “American lie.”  

Glaude tells of Baldwin’s experiences with Howard University 

students, Stokely Carmichael, and other students in 1963. 

Baldwin told the students never to believe “the lie” the country 

tells them because “he knew ‘the lie’ would do irreparable 

harm to their souls as it had done to the country.” Glaude lauds 

Baldwin as one of America’s greatest writers. His research on 

Baldwin has enabled him to understand our country and he uses 

Baldwin’s writings as the basis for one of the courses he teaches 

at Princeton University. For a better understanding of Baldwin’s 

focus, literary style, and his life as an activist, this book will keep 

you turning the pages. 

Daughters of God: Messages Especially for Women. Ellen 
G. White (1827-1915). A compilation published in 1998. 
Hagerstown, Maryland: Review and Publishing Association.

After the successful Women’s Bible Study this 

summer, I thought of this book for a continuation 

in the study of Christian Women for God’s 

ministry. White was a prolific writer in the 

nineteenth century and a woman ahead of her 

time as a licensed minister of the Adventist 

Church from 1878 to 1910. She acknowledges 

the Adventist Church was a leader in recognizing, licensing, 

and providing leadership opportunities for women ministers. 

In plain language, White points out, “that the Lord has a 

work for women as well as for men…because they can come 

https://www.amazon.com/Begin-Again-Baldwins-America-Lessons/dp/0525575324/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=begin+again&qid=1598633879&s=books&sr=1-1
https://ergodebooks.com/index.php?route=product/product&product_id=2128635&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIrOuripy06wIVjbbICh0Pqwp2EAQYBCABEgKWCfD_BwE
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close to the hearts of God’s 

people, those whom men 

cannot reach.” This book is 

a “Page-turner” ahead of its 

time because it serves as a 

resource for exploring the 

broad scope of ministry and 

the commonalities women 

of all denominations have in 

working for the expansion of 

God’s Kingdom here on earth.

Share your Favorites
We welcome and invite 

members of the congregation 

to tells us about books 

they have read and want to 

share. We feel the church 

family will be a captive 

and motivated audience. 

Please send your reviews 

and suggestions to me at 

johnniequelove@comcast.net 

by the 15th of the month for 

inclusion in the next issue of 

The Epistle.

May God bless your reading 

time. v

A Pay it Forward Moment
By Virginia C. Lee

This is the time of year when we pick up our 

pens and gather encouraging thoughts for 

messaging to our assigned Love Pals. This 

labor of love has been the hallmark of the 

Progressive Adults Ministry outreach for over 

20 years. The Love Pals are an investment 

in the youth of our church. The program 

provides a quarterly stipend to all members 

of the church who are currently enrolled in 

accredited institutions of higher learning. 

Too often we miss the opportunity to seize 

the moment that will benefit our efforts to 

do good things for good people. Although 

we now confront new and exigent challenges 

in a nationwide pandemic, we are inspired to 

continue the work of supporting our college 

youth with the help of capable volunteers, 

compassionate partners, and thoughtful 

donors.

This year we have 22 new and continuing 

Love Pals. They join program alumni who, 

from their feedback, benefitted from the 

mentorship offered by members of the 

Progressive Adults. It was often the mentors’ 

words of encouragement, coming at just 

the right time with sound counsel and a 

welcomed distraction, that resulted in them 

having a successful college career.

Good people increase the value of every 

other person they influence in any way. We 

are deeply grateful to our faithful theater 

patrons and other donors who contributed 

over $2,000 during the pandemic. The 

members of the Progressive Adults, inspired 

by the memory of the life work of our 

beloved Louis A. Ford, contributed $1,525 to 

the Love Pal Program for this academic year. 

We encourage those wishing to be a part of 

this investment in the youth of our church 

to make a donation earmarked for the LOVE 

PALS. The Progressive Adults Ministry looks 

forward to this being a banner school year. 

We know that ‘God is blessing us right now.’ v

The late Louis Ford shown last year with  
Love Pal Chair Sandra Howell

mailto:johnniequelove@comcast.net
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Fun Things from  
My Youth
From an interview with  
Ann Saunders

Sunday School Picnic Day outing to 

Fort Smallwood in Maryland, which 

had a beach area and picnic areas 

and later at Kings Dominion for the 

day. We packed huge picnic lunches and stayed all day. A 

Long Lazy Fun Day. There were always hot dogs, watermelon, 

and ice cream. We stayed all day. As we got older, the 

leaders wanted to come back to get home before dark.

Camp Motyce for young teenagers. We slept in log cabins. 

We had devotions and vespers and great trails and outdoor 

activities. Mrs. Moore and Jean Jordan and the Progressive 

Adults, I think, were our leaders. We stayed for three and four 

nights at Storer College in historic Harper’s Ferry, W.Va.

The Junior Choir that Mrs. Anne Gross directed was really 

fabulous. We were 12 to 18 years old, I think. The ladies in 

the church made beautiful white smocks for us to wear. We 

practiced very hard. We were very proud of ourselves.

Lenten Services at the old church. We had an hour-long 

service in the upstairs sanctuary, then we were welcome to 

a cold lunch plate and beverage downstairs. At that time, it 

took about one and a half hours. Most of the congregation 

Lessons Learned at 
Nineteenth Street
 By Rev. Dr. Walter A. Jackson III

Growing up in the “Old Nineteenth 

Street Baptist Church” was a 

rewarding experience for me. There 

were several things that influenced my 

growing up that continue to hold a 

prominent place in my heart and my mind. 

First, I am grateful for the knowledge and training in the 

doctrine of the church received in the new members class 

taught to me and other youth by Deaconess Katherine 

Thomas. It was not an option in my family to go to that 

Saturday afternoon class; it was a mandate. I took that 

training to heart. Several things stand out for me from 

that class, such as the structure of the Baptist Church. I 

remember this from seven years old. 

I learned from observing deacons who knew how to “assist 

the pastor and not resist the pastor.” Nineteenth Street was 

the premiere Black Baptist Church in Washington, D.C. It was 

structured and operated like a well-oiled machine. I could 

see this and knew this as a child. 

There was an excellence in the music. Emphasis was put on 

practices and learning the soprano, alto, tenor, baritone, and 

bass parts. Much of the music today is missing the fullness of 

continued on next pagecontinued on next page

181st Anniversary Church Memories
By Judith Neeley
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had to hurry back to work. Maybe we 

were finished in an hour. As a young 

teacher working nearby, I was able to 

come now and then and rush back to my 

classroom.

When we were deciding whether to 

move from the old church, I did not 

want to leave the historic, downtown 

building. Rev. Moore and many others 

really wanted to move to a larger 

building uptown. Ms. Naomie Rushing 

was a member and the librarian at 

Howard University. She helped a small 

group of us try to get the property 

declared an historical site so it would 

be preserved. We were not successful, 

but I am glad we tried. I learned a lot. It 

was very interesting. I’m still a little sad 

when I reflect on the fact that our Black 

congregation sold the property we had 

acquired at 19th and Eye Streets NW, so 

close to the White House. v

all of those parts that you hear even in the hymns. My sister and cousins learned to 

hear and pick out our parts in the choirs and the church. We learned to sing from 

the diaphragm and not from the throat. 

When I went into ministry, I got excellent training under the Rev. Dr. Jerry A. Moore. 

There are pastoral values I learned under him that I still hold dear to this day—

proper pulpit decorum and etiquette, respect of a pastor, and, by his modeling, 

development of a good sermon. Though in my ”Bapticostal” style I am different, I 

still follow those true elements of developing an effective spirit-driven sermon. 

My convictions have grown deeper and stronger because of the foundation I 

received at Nineteenth Street. I have gone places, and some have tried to tell me I 

didn’t know what I was talking about when I would point things out that were not 

right according to Baptist Polity. I could always hold my ground because I knew I 

was trained under the best. 

Though I am in a new setting now 

as the founding pastor at Day of 

Pentecost Full Gospel Church, the 

basics of those beliefs still hold true. v

Susan Burrell, the mother of Hattie Burrell 
Jackson, grandmother of Trustee Walter 
A. Jackson Sr., great-grandmother of 
Deacon Walter A. Jackson Jr., and great-
great-grandmother of Rev. Dr. Walter A. 
Jackson III, Rev. Cynthia J. Swann, Karen 
Sydney-Drumgold, Ora Marie Drew, and 
the late DeLyse Slayton, and the great- 
great-great grandmother to their children. 

Coming soon…
As we celebrate our history, we 

look forward to new things at 

Nineteenth Street. 

On September 13, our updated website and 

new look will be unveiled. Stay tuned!
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Reviewing Our History through our Pastors
By Rev. Troy Denson

The number of urban Black historic 

churches, particularly in Washington, D.C., 

has declined at a rapid average rate of one 

per year, and the challenges existing flocks 

are facing threaten their future existences. 

However, Nineteenth Street Baptist Church 

has postured itself to overcome challenges 

and pandemics, whether gentrification, racism, or COVID-19. 

Fascinatingly, an analysis of this church’s 181-year history reveals 

that its progressive culture reflected the previous pastors’ 

characters. This review highlights Nineteenth Street’s five most 

impactful pastors and their works, which exuded their views of 

the mission of God and shaped the church’s cultural, religious, 

and progressive community practices throughout its history. 

From Slavery to Freedom 
Nineteenth Street’s founding pastor, Rev. Sampson White, led 

this congregation twice (1839-41 and 1853-56). He also led 

four noteworthy Black church congregations from slavery to 

freedom, to abolitionists, and prominence: Gillfield Baptist 

Church, Petersburg, Va. (1837-38), Abyssinian Baptist Church, 

Harlem, N.Y. (1841-46), and Concord Baptist Church of Christ, 

Brooklyn, N.Y. (1847-51). Later, he led a Sunday school mission 

(1851-57) and founded Kaighn Avenue Baptist Church (1857-63) 

in Camden, N.J. White was aware that church led to freedom 
and reading led to socialization. At present, these churches still 

thrive. 

From Socialization to Citizens
A similar advocate of reading and the successor of eleven 

pastors, Dr. Walter H. Brooks served as a Sunday school 

missionary in the American Baptist Publication Society for two 

years (until 1878) and was called to pastor Nineteenth Street for 

63 years (1882-1945). During this time, church membership led 

to the practices of reading and socialization. Brooks baptized 

1,500 of the 3,500 people who joined the church under his 

leadership (mostly ex-slaves migrating from the south). Brooks 

led temperance ministries that impacted D.C. and authored 

several notable writings about Black Baptist history. Brooks 

led Nineteenth Street in ordaining and sending more than 10 

clergies to lead churches and ministries with the same ethic. 

Among those sent under Brooks’ tenure were Jennie Deane, 

founder of the Manassas Industrial School in Virginia; Nannie H. 

Burroughs, founder of National Training School for Women and 

Girls; and Laura Queen, one of the founders of Stoddard Baptist 

Home. In reflection, the church exuded a culture of socially and 

professionally advancing African Americans. 

From Civil Rights into Postmodernity
Continuing its tradition of advancing congregations through 

its pastors,  Nineteenth Street called Rev. Jerry A. Moore Jr., a 

graduate of Morehouse College and Howard University, who 

served from 1946 to 1997. Moore was an advocate of civil rights 

issues in employment. Moore’s service on the D.C. City Council 

as chair of the Committee on Transportation helped Black 

continued on next page
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people and minority firms in getting jobs and gainful contracts 

with Metro Transit. Moore also co-founded the Conference 

of Minority Transportation Officials that provided a forum for 

senior-level minorities in the transportation field. Before his 

retirement, Moore became the chaplain for the D.C. Detention 

Facility, was executive secretary for the Home Mission Board of 

the National Baptist Convention, and was nominated to be the 

U.S. Ambassador to Lesotha in Africa. 

In 1997, the church called Rev. Dr. Derrick Harkins who was 

also a scholarly pastor, with a B.S. in Broadcasting and Film 

from Boston University; an M.Div. in Church History from Union 

Theological Seminary in New York; and a D.Min. in Homiletics 

from United Seminary in Dayton, Ohio. Harkins led the church 

in providing health education and medical access initiatives, 

international development and relief, and served as one of 

the faith advisors to President Barack Obama. In 2015 Harkins 

resigned to become an assistant vice president of Union 

Theological Seminary in New York. 

From Postmodernity 
In 2016, Nineteenth Street called Dr. Darryl Roberts, one who 

had earned a Ph.D. in Christian Ethics from Emory University; 

was mentored at one of the most radical churches in the 

nation, Brentwood Baptist Church, Houston, Texas; had served 

as executive minister at Ebenezer Baptist Church in Atlanta, 

the church of the late Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Sr.; and had 

served as pastor of Mt. Welcome Baptist Church in Decatur, 

Ga. (Rev. Roberts also earned an M.Div. from the University of 

Chicago and a Doctor of Juris Prudence from Boston College 

Law School.) In response to the call, the newly elected pastor 

precisely described the adaptive challenges of urban Black 

historic churches and went on to share his leadership agenda in 

response to them: 

First, we will be a magnet for the “multitudes” as 

we carry out our mission to be a welcoming and 

loving church. Second, we can fulfill our charge to 

be a magnet for the multitudes when we support 

and sustain ministries that prepare God’s people for 

effective Christian discipleship. Third, and finally, we 

can fulfill our charge to be a magnet for the multitudes 

when we support and sustain missionary outreach 

activities that advance Christ’s love and grace through 

local and global ministry.  

Pastor Roberts is in the process of carrying out this leadership 

agenda at Nineteenth Street as his predecessors have done. 

Nineteenth Street has benefitted from these progressive and 

transformational spiritual leaders over these past 181 years and, 

undoubtedly will continue to do so for the next 181 years. v

Access LIVESTREAM  
worship services and Bible study  

on YouTube or Facebook: 
YouTube at  

https://everyblessing.org/live-streaming 

Facebook Live at  
https://facebook.com/nineteenth.street.399

 Access all prayer calls and Thursday prayer 
meetings via the CONFERENCE line at  

605-472-5349, access code 348952#

Contact organizers  
for access to ZOOM programs

https://everyblessing.org/live-streaming
https://facebook.com/nineteenth.street.399
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We Hold These Truths
By Rev. Reginald Townsend, Associate Minister

What is the future of voting rights in America 

today? As fewer people take advantage of 

the right to vote, our country risks becoming 

more authoritarian. Fewer people are 

voting, and others are losing the right to 

vote. We, the people of America, must not 

become complacent in this regard. We must 

enthusiastically demonstrate with vocal determination to 

protect this sacred citizenship right. In the minds of many, 

the November 2020 election will be the defining election for 

America as a constitutional democracy. 

Since the election of the first Black President, Barack Obama, 

there has been a resurgence of racial animus and a spiteful 

social malevolence in the nation’s psyche toward people 

of color. There has also been a rise in white supremacist 

organizations. It is in this climate that Christians and other faith 

leaders are being called to defend the rights of minorities. Many 

rights emanated from the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and the 

Voting Rights Act of 1965. 

The Civil Rights Movement mainly began in the Black church 

and spread throughout the land. Today, the Church is being 

challenged on several fronts by a changing worldview. Some 

of the same problems that confronted our ancestors have risen 

again, only to be called by different names. Martin Luther King 

Jr. and John R. Lewis and others fought to overturn institutional 

racism and other forms of discrimination in government and 

society until their death. 

Although the struggles against racism, sexism, and religious 

bigotry continue, the torches of liberation and freedom have 

now passed to a new generation of pilgrims. Young Black 

people of faith ask these abiding questions of their parents, 

teachers, preachers, and politicians: “What is truth?” How 

does the Black church respond to this simple but provocative 

question? “Do Black Lives Matter?” Of course, Black Lives 

Matter! All lives matter to God. But, in a society that puts less 

value on Black and brown lives, the truth must be told that 

racism continues to exist. There is a problem in society related 

to the value of Black lives. 

The life stories of Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. and U.S. Rep.  

John Robert Lewis exemplify true lives of Christ-like service. 

They were both men of conscious and principle who lived 

honorable and committed lives to the glory of God.

Christian friends, we may not know our defined course in 

life, but we can rest in the comfort that Christ is our constant 

companion. He will lead us exactly where we need to go as long 

as we walk with Him. Jesus said, “I am the way, the truth, and 

the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.” (John 

14:6, NKJV) He is the light of the world.

Black people must continue to view America through the lens 

of microscopic realism, rather than telescopic idealism. The 

American promise contained in the Declaration of Independence 

is probably the most humane promise ever reduced to language. 

“We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men/women 

are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with 

certain unalienable Rights; that among these are Life, Liberty, 

and the Pursuit of Happiness.” 

Will you register to vote? Will you vote by mail early this year? 

Mask-up and vote on November 3rd. Your own life could 

depend upon it. Or will you be silent and cast your fate to the 

wind? Don’t be afraid; Black Lives Matter. Trust in the truth! The 

Black church has been and remains the connecting rod between 

Black history, Black hope, and Black aspirations. v
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KEY VOTING INFORMATION IN THE DMV
“Voting is Power Unleashed,” according to Rev. William Barber, 

co-chair of the Poor People’s Campaign: A national Call for 

Moral Revival. Please make sure you, all your relatives, church 

family members, friends, and colleagues vote on November 3. 

The voting information on the next page was collected by 

AARP from state election board websites. Stay alert for any 

last-minute changes to voting rules or procedures. 

For voter registration or updates to this information, visit the 

state websites:

https://www.dcboe.org/

https://elections.maryland.gov/elections/2020/index.html

https://www.elections.virginia.gov/registration/

continued on next page

https://www.dcboe.org/
https://elections.maryland.gov/elections/2020/index.html
https://www.elections.virginia.gov/registration/
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District of Columbia 
• All registered voters will be mailed a ballot and 

a postage-paid return envelope or you can 

download an absentee ballot request form. 

• Completed ballots must be postmarked by Election Day and 

must arrive no later than Nov. 13.

• D.C. residents can use absentee ballots or vote early without 

needing a reason.

• Early voting will be held at 16 locations from Oct. 27 through 

Nov. 2, from 8:30 a.m. to 7 p.m.

• Only 80 of the usual polling places will be used on Election 

Day to ensure social distancing.

• The key races in D.C. on November 3 are U.S. President, 

U.S. House nonvoting delegate and shadow member, U.S. 

Senate shadow member, 6 City Council seats, and 5 Board 

of Education seats.

Maryland
• An application for a mail-in ballot will be sent to all 

registered Maryland voters; those who return it will receive a 

ballot.

• Early in-person voting will be held from Oct. 26 through 

Nov. 2, 7 a.m. to 8 p.m., at about 80 early voting centers 

statewide.

• Roughly 350 voter centers will replace the traditional 

precincts due to the shortage of poll workers on Election 

Day. More than 120 ballot drop boxes will be put out 

statewide.

• The deadline for registering to vote in the 2020 general 

election is Oct. 13, though you can also register during early 

in-person voting or on Election Day at your assigned polling 

place. 

• Mail-in ballots must be postmarked on or before Nov. 3. 

You can deliver your ballot, to an early-voting center or, on 

Election Day, to a local board of elections office or a polling 

place by 8 p.m.

• The key races in Maryland on November 3 are U.S. President, 

all 8 U.S. House seats, and Baltimore mayor.

Virginia
• Any eligible voter can cast an absentee ballot from home. 

Absentee ballots will be mailed out to those who request 

one starting 45 days before the Election Day.

• Election Day is now a state holiday, and many state 

employees have off.

• You can request an absentee ballot in person at your 

local registrar of voters, or by printing and mailing the 

Department of Elections’ application. 

• The deadlines for requesting an absentee ballot are Oct. 23 

for mail requests and Oct. 31 in person. 

• Ballots must be postmarked by Nov. 3 and received by noon 

on Nov. 6. No witness signature is required for absentee 

ballots this year.

• Polls are open on Election Day, Tuesday, Nov. 3, from 6 a.m. 

to 7 p.m.

• You can vote early by mail-in ballot or in person, beginning 

Sept. 18. 

• The key races in Virginia on November 3 are U.S. President, 1 

U.S. Senate seat, and all 11 U.S. House seats. v

https://www.dcboe.org/Data-Resources-Forms/Forms-and-Resources/AbsenteeBallotRequestForm.aspx
http://earlyvoting.dcboe.org/
https://www.elections.virginia.gov/media/formswarehouse/absentee-voting/applications/SBE-701-Absentee-Ballot-Application-Rev7-17-long.pdf
https://www.elections.virginia.gov/media/formswarehouse/absentee-voting/applications/SBE-701-Absentee-Ballot-Application-Rev7-17-long.pdf
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Women’s Ministry Studies Women in the Bible
Rev. Dr. Cheryl Coleman Hall

The Women’s Ministry Advisory Board of Nineteenth Street, 

invited guests, and friends enjoyed several groundbreaking 

virtual study sessions during May, June, July, and August under 

the guidance of Rev. Dr. Cheryl Coleman Hall. As a result of 

COVID-19 and gathering restrictions, God provided a virtual 

platform for our Bible Study. On alternate Friday evenings, 

participants gathered for a SELAH (pause) during a season 

of conflict and uncertainty to spend time together to refresh 

through study. More than 40 women registered and joined 

regularly scheduled Zoom meetings to explore the women 

acknowledged and greeted by the Apostle Paul in the 16th 

chapter of the Epistle to the Romans. These women were 

early examples of those who worked tirelessly for the Lord 

and ministered with and to the Apostle. The women named 

provided their resources and time to the Gospel and the Church 

at that time. 

The opening session, held on May 8, provided an overview. 

Subsequent sessions were facilitated by members of the 

Women’s Ministry Advisory Board. Deacons Shawn Davis-

Wilensky and Stephanie Thomas introduced the marvelous 

Phoebe, described in the literature as a deacon and a servant by 

the Apostle. Deacon Phoebe’s role has not been without some 

controversy because of her gender. 

Deaconess Maureen Young and Sister Shirley France provided 

insight into the life of Priscilla, who often ministered with 

her husband, Aquila. Priscilla made a significant contribution 

to the early Christian mission. Rev. Robin Turner and Sister 

Tanya Agurs-Collins supplied an in-depth view into the life and 

narrative of Junia, considered the lost apostle. Earlier source 

writers sought to change her name to the masculine Junius. It 

has been acknowledged that Junia was indeed a woman who 

served the ministry. 

Minister Leslie Wiley and Sister Sharon Russell introduced the 

women Persis and Mary. The Apostle wrote that these two 

women “labored” in the Lord. Despite being single and from 

different socio-economic cultures, their ministry was their 

life’s focus. Rev. Cheryl Coleman Hall and Deacon Deborah 

Crain Kemp peeked into the lives of two sisters, possibly twins, 

Tryphena and Tryphosa, devoted workers, and Julia called a 

saint by the Apostle, and two unnamed women, Rufus’ mother 

and Nereus’ sister. These women are recognized for their 

diligent participation in ministry and kindnesses to the Apostle. 

The Apostle’s inclusion of women whom he called by name 

indicates the mutuality of both men and women in the ministry. 

Indeed, from the first-century Church to the Church of today, 

women’s roles and contributions have been fraught with 

challenges. Yet, we know that it truly takes all of us to continue 

the effort of building God’s kingdom. The SELAH closed with 

a dynamic session that included small group discussions on 

learnings from the SELAH. Sister Edith Bullard-Britt and other 

board members led the small group breakouts. 

The overall message for women in the ministry today is to 

continue the work, remain faithful knowing for whom and 

for what we labor. The Women’s Ministry looks forward to 

continuing to develop exciting activities for the women of our 

church. Thank you to all our sisters who participated in the 

Friday Selah! Stay well! To God, be the glory! v
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Global Missions Ministry Sunday Is September 27
By Phillis Walls Cooke, Global Missions Ministry Leader

Founded on God’s Great Commission: “Go ye therefore…” 

(Matt 28:19-20)

Join us and learn about how we are carrying out God’s Great 

Commission during times of COVID-19. God’s love and power 

continue to shine through. Global Missions Ministry is an 

extension of the Nineteenth Street Baptist Church family. During 

this pandemic, we have affirmed that the building is NOT the 

church. WE are the church. We have dug in and leaned on God 

and God’s promises.

Global Missions Ministry continues to seek God’s guidance as we 

lean. Today, as in years past, we know that it is God’s presence, 

guidance, and power that bring us through and not our own. 

Today, the people in the countries we serve are even more in 

need, not less. As we seek to serve, we are grateful for the 

provisions God makes.

We continue our initiatives in Burkina Faso, Nicaragua, Jamaica, 

and Haiti, and we have additional initiatives planned for 

2020–2021.

Please be prayerful about your contribution to Global Missions 

Ministry on September 27 to support all our initiatives. We are 

not an item in the church budget; your contributions are the 

only fundraising source for our initiatives. 

Mark your Calendar for April 10, 2021, for Haiti Walk 5K 
Events!
This is our final year for Haiti Walk 5K to raise funds to build a 

pediatric clinic in Haiti. The walk will be April 10, 2021, and we 

want to make it special! Stay tuned for details. 

Global Missions Ministry Virtual Reception
We miss you! Grab a cup of coffee and join us following service 

on September 27 from 12 to 12:45 p.m. Be refreshed by viewing 

some of the artifacts from the countries we serve. Hear an 

update on our initiatives. Nancy Quincy, president and CEO of 

VillageMed, will be in attendance to update us and answer your 

questions about Haiti’s Healthy Child Project to build a pediatric 

clinic in Haiti. We look forward to seeing you then!  Zoom 

information will be forthcoming.

continued on next page
Children in Haiti
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Become a Member of Global Missions Ministry!
Global Missions Ministry invites you to become a member. 

We need people who have technological, organizational, 

interpersonal and financial skills. We need people who can 

volunteer on projects, creative people, people who have an 

interest in service to God’s people in other nations, and people 

who like to serve in ministry with others toward a common 

purpose. When health and safety conditions allow, we will need 

people who are interested in serving in the mission field in 

countries we serve.

Please, come join us!  

Email Phillis W. Cooke (pwcooke@verizon.net) 

Yvonne Gowdy (ygowdy1@gmail.com).  

Be sure to put GMM in the subject line so we don’t miss you.

“Here am I, send me.” (Isaiah 6:8) v

SAVE THE DATE!

Sunday, September 20 is 
New Members Sunday
By Vialetta Graham, Chair, New Members Ministry

Join the New Members Ministry in recognizing individuals 

who have joined Nineteenth Street Baptist Church during 

the past year.

No matter where they are in their faith journeys, we are 

thankful they were led here. In these unique times, we 

have connected with them virtually during our orientation 

class and, most recently, with our New Members 

Fellowship Group.

As we continue amid uncertainty and the pandemic, I 

encourage our new members and church family to 

remember that HOPE has not been canceled.

Jeremiah 29:11 (Amplified Bible) says, “’For I know the 

plans and thoughts that I have for you,’ says the Lord, 

‘plans for peace and well-being and not for disaster, to 

give you a future and a hope.’“

Christ is the sole means of our salvation and our hope 

is truly built on nothing less than Jesus’ blood and 

righteousness. 

We look forward to you joining us on September 20 for 

New Members Sunday. v

Global Missions members in Haiti

mailto:pwcooke@verizon.net
mailto:ygowdy1@gmail.com
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OCTOBER IS STEWARDSHIP MONTH

Join Us for Stewardship Sunday, October 25
By Trustee Donza M. Poole, Chair, Building Fund Committee 

Save the date for the Sixth Annual Stewardship Sunday 

worship service and celebration on October 25. The service 

tops off a month-long focus on stewardship. The Building 

Fund Committee is planning a virtual version of the annual 

celebration, under the leadership of Stewardship Sunday 

Co-chairs Ferlandia Townsend and Deborah Lewis Thornton.

This year’s theme is “Giving in Times of Struggle,” which speaks 

to the unprecedented times we’re living in amid the COVID-19 

pandemic and social justice unrest.

Seeking Stewardship Testimonials
In keeping with tradition, the Building Fund Committee will 

present weekly stewardship testimonials throughout October; 

but this year, they’ll be virtual. The testimonials will be part of 

an audiovisual presentation, shown during the livestreamed 

worship service or posted on the church website (See below for 

directions for submitting your testimony.)

Introducing the 90-Day Challenge
Stewardship Sunday is also a time to examine and reimagine 

our roles as stewards of all that God has entrusted to our 

care, including our church home. Each year, the Building Fund 

Committee sets a Stewardship Sunday fundraising goal to raise 

money for capital improvements. This year, like last, we are 

raising funds for improvements to the church’s HVAC system. 

The committee has set a goal of raising $10,000 by Stewardship 

Sunday. We recognize that these are particularly challenging 

times for many. But for those who can give, this year’s goal can 

be reached if just 100 members and friends each give $100 (or 

more) by October 25. 

But the committee is not stopping there. To inspire members 

to be good stewards of the church’s buildings and grounds, the 

committee is launching the 90-Day Challenge, beginning in 

October, to encourage church members to include care of the 

church buildings as part of their regular giving, by contributing 

to the Capital Improvement Project fund. 

The goal is to motivate church members to contribute to the 

fund in any amount each month for three months, in October, 

November, and December. The hope is that members will 

continue to include the Capital Improvement Project in their 

regular giving, even after December. Watch for details on the 

90-Day Challenge, coming soon. 

Stewardship – Not Just About the Money
While the Building Fund Committee’s annual fundraiser is an 

important part of Stewardship Sunday, gifts of time, talent 

and treasure are all needed for stewardship. The committee 

recognizes that many have experienced loss this year due 

to COVID-19. There are also urgent calls for racial justice. 

Stewardship may not be high on your list in this moment, but 

these can also be the times that strengthen our resolve and 

reveal our capacity to give. 

continued on next page
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The committee looks forward to exploring what it means to be 

a steward, even in times of struggle, and sharing inspirational 

stories of stewardship, while shining a light on stewardship 

throughout October. We hope that all who join with us will be 

encouraged and empowered by this annual celebration.

I Just Want to Testify!
The Building Fund Committee is seeking your testimony of 

how you have successfully managed by God’s grace. Weekly 

testimonials will be shared virtually beginning in early October, 

as part of Stewardship Month. 

This year’s Stewardship Sunday theme, “Giving in Times of 

Struggle,” and our scripture speak to the unprecedented times 

we are in and how God’s grace during times of struggle, like 

those faced by the Macedonian churches in the scripture, can 

enable you to still be a blessing to others.

“And now, brothers and sisters, we want you to know about 

the grace that God has given the Macedonian churches. In 

the midst of a very severe trial, their overflowing joy and their 

extreme poverty welled up in rich generosity. For I testify that 

they gave as much as they were able, and even beyond their 

ability. Entirely on their own, they urgently pleaded with us for 

the privilege of sharing in this service to the Lord’s people. And 

they exceeded our expectations: They gave themselves first of 

all to the Lord, and then by the will of God also to us.” (2 Cor 

8:1-5, NIV)

What to Share
Your voice of promise, your testimony, will most assuredly be 

a light in someone’s life. We’re looking for personal stories of 

stewardship that relate to the giving of time, talent or treasure. 

You may also share stewardship testimonials that address one or 

more of the following questions:

• As a person of faith, how do you remain committed to 

giving during times like these? 

• How has God’s grace enabled your giving in this moment?

• Has COVID-19 or the social justice movement deepened 

your commitment to giving, opened up new opportunities 

for giving, caused you to rethink your giving or made 

you more sensitive to the needs of the community or the 

church? 

How to Submit Your Testimonial 
The testimonials will be part of an audiovisual presentation, 

shown during the livestreamed worship service or posted on the 

church website. 

Your testimonial should be in writing (no more than 200 

words) or should take less than 2 minutes to be read aloud. 

(We may edit your testimonial if necessary.) With your 

written testimonial, you may submit a video presenting the 

testimony (using landscape format) and/or a photo. If you 

prefer, you may request that your name be withheld. Once 

you submit your testimonial, someone from the Building Fund 

Committee will contact you about the audiovisual presentation. 

Submit your testimonial by email to Trustee Donza Poole at 

dmpoole@msn.com before Friday, September 25. 

Please note, that by submitting your testimonial, you consent to 

it being presented in print and/or digital format by Nineteenth 

Street Baptist Church, including on the church’s website, 

YouTube channel, or social media platforms, or in church 

newsletters, eblasts, emails, or other written communications. If 

you have questions, please email dmpoole@msn.com. v

mailto:dmpoole@msn.com
mailto:dmpoole@msn.com
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SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS
Linwood Martinez Bentley 9/2

Deaconess Mamie C. Montague 9/3

Rev. Dr. Cheryl Coleman Hall 9/4

Deacon Roy Smith 9/4

Lorraine Falls 9/5

James Kilgore 9/6

Sehon Grigsby (96th) 9/6

Kalyl Young 9/6

Jason France 9/7

Siera Toney 9/8

Judy S. Brandon 9/9

Chester Hendrick 9/9

Allison Saunders 9/9

Marianne Seales 9/9

Carolyn V. Woolridge 9/9

Jacqueline E. Sutton 9/11

Rose Dawson 9/12

Lawrence Jamal Hayes 9/14

Tyler Hinton 9/14

Taylor Sullivan 9/15

John V. Gamble 9/16

Mark Watson 9/16

Miliki Lee 9/20

Markisha Garner 9/21

Victoria B. Omeri 9/21

Karla R. Harrison Conley 9/22

Jordan M. Baucum Colbert 9/23

Jadyn Wilensky 9/23

Deaconess Catherine Cheatham 9/24

Robert J. Hines 9/24

Laura Morgan Roberts 9/24

William D. Burks, Jr. 9/25

Benjamin Johnson 9/25

Juawann Jordan 9/25

James C. Tolbert 9/25

Steven Jumper Sr. 9/27

Michelle Watson 9/27

Angela Weldon 9/27

Gwendolyn L. Williams 9/27

Laurice P. Juggins 9/28

Alita Bonhomme Taylor 9/29

Please notify the church office  
of additions or corrections

Sing it twice while you wash your hands!
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September Calendar
Tuesday, September 1 – Praying Through the Pandemic Prayer 

Call, led by Clergy, 6:30–6:45 a.m.

Wednesday, September 2

Noon Prayer Call, led by Deaconesses, Noon–12:15 p.m.

Music Ministry Choir Connection Call, Zoom, 7:30–8:30 p.m.

Thursday, September 3 – Prayer Meeting Call, led by Deacons, 
6:30–7:30 p.m.

Sunday, September 6

Church School, Adult Class, conference call, 9-9:40 a.m.

Worship Service, Bring Your Own Elements Communion, 
Rev. Dr. Cheryl Coleman Hall preaching, livestream,  
10 a.m.

Monday, September 7 – LABOR DAY HOLIDAY

Tuesday, September 8 – Praying Through the Pandemic Prayer 
Call, led by Clergy, 6:30–6:45 a.m.

Wednesday, September 9 

Noon Prayer Call, led by Deaconesses, Noon–12:15 p.m.

Music Ministry Choir Connection Call, Zoom, 7:30–8:30 p.m. 

Thursday, September 10 – Prayer Meeting Call, led by Deacons, 
6:30–7:30 p.m.

Friday, September 11 – Young Adult Ministry, Quarantine & Chill 
with Rev. Harris, Zoom, 6:30–7:30 p.m.

Sunday, September 13

Church School, Adult Class, conference call, 9–9:40 a.m.

Worship Service, livestream, 10 a.m.

Youth Church, Zoom, 11:30 a.m.

Tweens and Teens Sunday School, Zoom, Noon

Church School, Pre-K to Age 10, Zoom, 1 p.m.

Tuesday, September 15 – Praying Through the Pandemic Prayer 
Call, led by Clergy, 6:30–6:45 a.m.

Wednesday, September 16 – Noon Prayer Call, led by 
Deaconesses, Noon–12:15 p.m.

Thursday, September 17 – Prayer Meeting Call, led by Deacons, 
6:30–7:30 p.m.

Sunday, September 20 

Adult Sunday School, Conference Call, 9:00-9:40a.m.

Worship Service, New Members Ministry Sunday, livestream, 
10:00a.m.

Youth Church, Zoom, 11:30 a.m.

Church School, Pre-K to Age 10, Zoom, 1 p.m.

Tuesday, September 22 – Praying Through the Pandemic Prayer 
Call, led by Clergy, 6:30–6:45 a.m.

Wednesday, September 23

Noon Prayer Call, led by Deaconesses, Noon–12:15 p.m.

Music Ministry Choir Connection Call, 7:30–8:30 p.m., Zoom

Thursday, September 24 – Prayer Meeting & Preaching Call,  
led by Deacons, 6:30–7:30 p.m.

Friday, September 25 – Young Adult Ministry, Quarantine & Chill 
with Rev. Harris, Zoom, 6:30–7:30 p.m.

Sunday, September 27

Church School, Adult Class, conference call, 9–9:40 a.m.

Worship Service, Global Missions Ministry Sunday, livestream, 
10 a.m.

Youth Church, Zoom, 11:30 a.m.

Tweens and Teens Sunday School, Zoom, Noon

Church School, Pre-K to Age 10, Zoom, 1 p.m.

Global Missions Ministry Virtual Zoom Reception, 12–12:45 
p.m.

Tuesday, September 29 – Praying Through the Pandemic Prayer 
Call, led by Clergy, 6:30–6:45 a.m.

Wednesday, September 30

Noon Prayer Call, led by Deaconesses, Noon–12:15 p.m.

Music Ministry Choir Connection Call, Zoom, 7:30-8:30 p.m.

Information on how to access these servicces is on page 14
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