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April 19, 2020 

 

Dear Church Family, 

 

Greetings in the name of Christ Our Lord and Savior! These are unparalleled times as we are experiencing a 

worldwide pandemic. In unstable times, we draw upon the wellsprings of our faith. As the great lawgiver, 

Moses, states: “So be strong and courageous! Do not be afraid and do not panic before them. For the Lord 

your God will personally go ahead of you. He will neither fail you nor abandon you.” (Deuteronomy 31:6) 

 

Because of the COVID-19 pandemic and related legal restrictions on social gatherings, Nineteenth Street 

Baptist Church wants to ensure that you and your family know what kind of support you can expect from 

your church in the event that a member passes during these difficult times.  

 

One of the most difficult things I’ve seen families deal with is the death of a loved one during this pandemic 

and the worry as to whether they will be able to have a homegoing celebration that appropriately honors the 

life and legacy of their loved ones. Our chief concern is to balance the need to be sensitive to the desire of 

family members to have a public celebration to honor deceased loved ones with the need to protect the safety 

of members, family and the public from the risk of exposure to the virus.   

 

After much prayer and consultation with local leaders, church leaders, medical professionals, and my family, 

Nineteenth Street Baptist Church has developed the following recommendations for funerals and memorial 

services during the coronavirus pandemic. We are prayerful that providing several options will help meet the 

needs and desires of our church family during these unprecedented times. 

 

In-Person Graveside or Memorial Service – First, to support families spiritually during the loss of their 

loved one, Pastor Roberts, or his designee if he is not available, will provide an in-person graveside or 

memorial service in the church Chapel for families requesting this ministerial service for their loved ones. 

For the protection of the family, pastor, clergy and staff, there must be no more than 10 people present. 

Everyone must wear masks and gloves as minimal protective gear. 

 

Online Memorial Service – Alternately, to support families spiritually during their loss, the church will also 

offer an online video service for families that want an immediate memorial service. The pastor, or his 

designee if he is not available, will work with the family to develop a liturgy that celebrates the life of our 

beloved church member. The service may include a eulogy, scriptures, music, a video tribute, reflections and 

acknowledgements.  
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Memorial Service at a Future Date – To comfort grieving families, those wishing to wait to hold a 

memorial service until after the restriction on large gatherings is lifted may work with Pastor Roberts, Robin 

Williams or the pastor’s designee to plan the service on a date when in-person worship can safely resume 

according to local authorities.  

 

Grief Share Ministry Support – To provide families with spiritual and emotional support, each family 

member will be referred to the church’s Grief Share Ministry for group counseling services. These meetings 

use videos, prayer and discussion questions to help families cope with grief.  

 

A Church-wide memorial service honoring those members who passed during the pandemic - 

Additionally, the Grief Share/Comfort & Care Ministries will organize a special annual memorial service to 

celebrate all of our loved ones who transitioned during the pandemic. Our entire church family will be 

invited to share in this memorial celebration in caring and loving support. The Grief Share Ministry’s 

primary contacts are: Deacon Leon Pierce Sr., Deacon Yvonne Dickson, Deacon Jesse McCrae, Rev. 

Reginald Townsend and Rev. James A. Crosson Jr.  

 

Church leaders will continue to monitor this rapidly evolving health crisis and will notify church members if 

any changes are necessary in the above procedures. Please call the church office at 202-829-2773 when you 

or members of your families need any of these services. 

 

I solicit your prayers for me, my family, our lay leaders, our clergy and our staff as we seek to love, lead, 

comfort, and encourage God’s people during these trying times. I will continue to pray for each of you. God 

has gifted us with this unprecedented time and what we do today will define us in the eyes of future 

generations. May we boldly respond to the call to serve God’s people, reminding all of God’s faithfulness 

even in uncertain times.  

 

We are Nineteenth Street Baptist Church. We exalt the hope, power, and glory of Jesus Christ through 

ministries that transform lives, churches and communities. Be strong and be encouraged! 

 

With God’s Love, 

 

Rev. Darryl D. Roberts 
Rev. Darryl D. Roberts, Ph.D. 

Senior Pastor 

 


