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July 30, 2020 
 
Dear Church Family: 

It is a good thing that the Church is not a building. The Bible tells us how important it is to dwell together in 
unity (Psalm 133:1), and we all look forward to returning to church again as soon as we are able to do so 
safely. But while we have not been able to gather in-person, God has enabled and equipped us to gather 
together as a virtual Church in love and service for one another and our community. 
  
We are all looking forward to the day when we once again gather in person as a large group, but that time 
is not now. Our church will remain in Phase One of the District of Columbia’s reopening plan for now. This 
limits church and funeral attendance to 10 people in the sanctuary. We currently have 15 people on the 
church plant (e.g., sanctuary, administrative office and clergy offices) on Sundays, including the pastor, the 
youth pastor, the media ministry, the music ministry, and the maintenance staff. 
 
The key factors that informed our decision to remain at Phase One are: 

• Many members of our congregation fall in the high-risk category for having poor outcomes if they 
contract COVID-19 (i.e., those over 60 and persons with a history of chronic illness), and the safety 
of all of our members is of utmost importance. 

• The number of new COVID-19 infections continues to rise in the D.C. metropolitan area. 
 
Phase Two of the District of Columbia’s reopening plan states that places of worship may operate with 
expanded capacity of up to 100 people. The guidance further states that “places of worship are encouraged 
to continue providing virtual services as everyone is safer at home.”  
 
We are actively taking steps to prepare to move safely to Phase Two of the District of Columbia’s reopening 
plan by:    

• assembling an Emergency Management Team of people from our church who work in healthcare 
and other fields to help us monitor the COVID-19 situation in our area and guide us in making a 
wise, safe plan for moving to Phase Two.  The members include Deacon Shawn Davis-Wilensky and 
Trustees Reginald Cole, Donza Poole and Jacqueline Ivey.  Deacon Davis-Wilensky and Trustee Cole 
are physicians. 

•  keeping in touch with other churches in the area, including those who have reopened their 
buildings and learned lessons along the way. 
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• staying on top of CDC recommendations and guidance and orders issued by the District of Columbia. 

• continuing to operate our virtual services.  

• cleaning and disinfecting the facility and assembling the necessary supplies, such as thermometers 
and personal protective equipment (PPE), to ensure the health and safety of our staff and 
congregation. 

 
As we coordinate with our Emergency Management Team and stay on top of CDC and District of Columbia 
recommendations, we are keeping the health and safety of our congregation as our highest priority. The 
following criteria need to be met for us to transition safely to Phase Two: 

• We need to see fewer coronavirus cases in the D.C. metropolitan area. 

• We need to secure new safety equipment and additional PPE supplies. 

• We need to determine the best way to use our resources (financial and people) to comply with the 
Phase Two Guidance issued by the District of Columbia for places of worship (cleaning, disinfecting, 
social distancing, screening, and monitoring). 

 
Until the above criteria are satisfied, we will remain in Phase One and will continue to rely on telephone 
and computer technology for church gatherings of larger than 10 people. Please continue to check your 
mail, voicemail, email, and the church website, Instagram, and Facebook pages for updates and tune into 
YouTube each Sunday for our livestreamed services. 
 
At Nineteenth Street, we are a family that can make it through anything together because God’s light still 
shines in a dark world. Don’t hesitate to reach out if you need anything. We are praying for you and look 
forward to seeing you soon. Be strong and be encouraged! 
 
With God’s Love, 
 
Rev. Darryl D. Roberts, Ph.D., Senior Pastor 
Deacon Michael Bonner 
Trustee Franklin Smith 
Deaconess Evangeline Stevens 
Emergency Management Team 
 


