
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor’s Pondering 

 

Action at Asbury  

A P R I L  2 0 2 1  

Asbury United Methodist Church, 1810 Kellogg Avenue, Janesville, WI  53546 

Phone:  608-752-7961        Email:  asburyumc@charter.net   

Website:  www.asburyumcjvl.org       facebook.com/asburyumcjvl 

 

Easter 2021 – More “Good News!” 

Easter is all about the “Good News!”  In fact, it is about the Greatest News in all of history!  It is about the 

discovery of the empty tomb and the eye-witness accounts of the resurrection of our Lord and Savior, 

Jesus Christ.  He lives again so that we might gain new life and live forever. 

This year, the “Good News” reaches even further. 

I am excited to announce that after 55 weeks away, the Asbury Church sanctuary will re-open for in-

person worship on April 4th – Easter Sunday!   

We have been watching the COVID-19 numbers closely, including the daily positivity rate and the 

number of individuals vaccinated in both our state and our county.  But most importantly, our Asbury 

Church vaccination survey became the most valuable tool for making this decision.  As of the writing of 

this article on March 15th, we have received 62 responses to our survey and the results are amazing.  Of 

the 62 respondents, 59 have been partially or fully vaccinated.  Knowing that our average worship 

attendance in 2019 when we worshiped in the sanctuary was 88 and our outdoor worship ranged from 35 

to 50 makes me confident that we can worship safely.  Finally, we can come together in the setting we 

have so long missed. 

Is there still risk?  Yes, there is!  That is why worship will look and feel a bit different than in the past.  

We will still require masks to be worn by all except those designated for speaking roles in worship.  We 

will practice social distancing in the pews.  (Yes, this means your “regular seats” may not be available to 

you.)  We will need to restrain from hugs and handshakes, and I will not be standing at the door greeting 

you like I have in the past.  We won’t pass the plate or participate in congregational singing.  Instrumental 

music or small group vocals will be the norm for a while.  Restroom use will have to be discouraged as 

well.  Following the guidelines of the Wisconsin Council of Churches, our time together in worship will 

span approximately 30 minutes instead of the traditional hour.  We will also ask that you call the church 

office at 608-752-7961 or email me at asburypastor@charter.net with your attendance reservation by the 

Friday prior to the day of worship.  This is so we can make sure we are not exceeding a safe capacity.  

And, of course, if you are not feeling well, please stay home.  Our on-line worship options will remain 

available. 

While these may seem like many restrictions, they are all meant to keep us safe and enable us to achieve 

our desire to come together in worship once again.   

May we praise God from whom all blessings flow and celebrate the “Good News” we share as the Asbury 

Church family. 

I hope to see you Easter Morning for our 10 a.m. in-person worship service! 

Pastor Will 

 

http://www.asburyumcjvl.org/
mailto:asburypastor@charter.net
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  April Worship Schedule and Themes 
 

April 1  Maundy Thursday      Online Worship Only 
 
  Scripture:  John 13: 1-17 Jesus washes his disciples’ feet. 
         Matthew 26: 17-30 Jesus’ Last Supper 
  Theme:  We will hear these Scripture readings and share in the Sacrament of Holy 
    Communion. 
 
April 2  Good Friday       Online Worship Only 
   
  Scripture:  John 18: 1–19, 42 The Passion of Jesus Christ. 
  Theme:  A Service of Tenebrae or “Darkness,” based on a twelfth-century service which  
    is an extended meditation on the passion of Christ. 
 
April 4  Easter Sunday    “In-Person Worship” in the Asbury sanctuary at 10 a.m. or online 
 
  Scripture:  John 20: 1-18 
  Sermon: “Resurrection and Reunion!” 
   We come together to celebrate our Risen Lord and celebrate a reunion of the 
   Asbury Church family!  Surely a celebration we will always remember! 
 
April 11 Second Sunday of Easter   “In-Person Worship” – 10 a.m. or online 
 
  Scripture: John 20: 19-31 & 1 John 1:1–2:2 
  Sermon: “He Appears” 
   Jesus’ appearances serve as the validation of his resurrection.  Seeing him in the 
   flesh must have been a life-changing event.  Yet we are told that our lives can  
   still be changed even if we have not seen him.  The key is “belief.” 
 
April 18 Third Sunday of Easter   “In-Person Worship” – 10 a.m. or online 
 
  Scripture:  Acts 3: 1-19 
  Sermon: “Strength is Found in Jesus” 
   Peter delivers a powerful message to his fellow Israelites about the death and  
   resurrection of Jesus after healing a paralyzed man.  His message was about 
   the strength which can be found in the Lord. 
 
April 25 Fourth Sunday of Easter   “In-Person Worship” – 10 a.m. or online 
 
  Scripture:  1 John 3: 16-24 
  Sermon: “Love is…” 
   Love is at the center of the Christian message.  What is love for the follower 
   of Jesus Christ?  What does love demand of us? 
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February saw income of $17,290.50 and expenses of $12,426.62.  
Our unrestricted net assets are $18,223.69. 
  
Missions: 
Healthnet - $375 collected. In addition, we have a donation for COVID-19 
that will be switched over to Healthnet. 
We paid ECHO $230 at the beginning of the month and have collected an 
additional $130 during the month. 
Red Bird Mission - $730 
Lincoln School - $25 
  
A moment of celebration and thanks to all our members that have 
contributed so well towards our elevator project. Our loan is now down 
to $70,000. 
 
Thank You For Your Generosity:  Denny Hanks, Asbury Bookkeeper 

 

2  Mickey Abbott 

 

2  Ann McGrath 

 

4  Larry Abbott 

 

4  Logan Dahlke 

 

4  Heidi Jensen 

 

5  Bunny Miller 

 

6  Grace Stewart 

 

10  William Abraham 

 

11  Darlene Coulthard 

 

19  Kristin Zeilinger 

 

21  Vi DeRemer 

 

21  Lucille Osborne 

 

22  Hans Eggen 

 

24  Shirley Martin 

 

24  Elisabeth Parr 

 

26  Tracy Reece 

 

28  Dawn Cresswell 

 

 

11 Zachery Cresswell 

 

14  Cecil Flippin 

 

14 Alice Sprecher 

 

18  Evelyn Stafford 

 

19  Janet Luiting 

 

11  Shirley & Richard Lyth 

 

20  Julie & Troy Osborne 

 

23  Marilyn & Cecil Flippin 
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ECHO Report  
 

 ECHO Service Highlights for January 2021:  

34 months of rent assistance 

609 shelter nights to keep people from homelessness, living outside or in cars 

243,584 meals provided 

124 pets received food from the weekly pet pantry 

ECHO Needs: 

 Pop-top canned meals 

 Peanut butter and jelly 

 Cups of Mac & cheese 

 Canned meat 

 Ramen cups 

 Shelf stable microwave meals 

 Diapers sizes 3-6 

 Feminine products 

 Shampoo, conditioner, deodorant 

 Laundry soap 

Upcoming Events: 

 April 25   CROP walk 

 June 1 to 10  On-line Silent Auction 

 June 7    Eat/Carry-out for Hunger 

 July 1 to Dec. 31  Calendar Raffle 

 

The 44th annual CROP Hunger Walk will be a virtual event held 

April 25.  The fundraising goal for Asbury is $2,000, and 25% of 

donations will be given directly to ECHO to help fight hunger 

locally.  All remaining funds will support the Church World Service 

efforts to address hunger and poverty around the world. 

Click on the link on the left to Make a Donation or Join the Team! 

 

Walkers can walk virtually on their own, or we could meet in the 

Asbury parking lot on April 25 at 1:00, and we could walk as a 

small group.  We would walk west down Kellogg, north on River 

Road to the Cedar Crest facility and then back to church.  For those 

who can’t walk that distance, we would shorten the route.  We 

would, of course, social distance and wear masks. People can also 

donate by writing out a check made payable to Asbury UMC, 

with Crop Walk noted on the memo line. 

https://events.crophungerwalk.

org/2021/team/asbury-umc 

 

https://events.crophungerwalk.org/2021/team/asbury-umc
https://events.crophungerwalk.org/2021/team/asbury-umc
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Reading  

by the  
Brook 

 

Reading by the Brook Asbury bookworms have chosen The Curious 

Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time by Mark Haddon for our April 

discussion. The following is a review of the book by 

FaithfulReader.com  “Christopher Francis Boone knows all the 

countries of the world and their capitals and every prime number up to 

7,057. He relates well to animals but has no understanding of human 

emotions. He cannot stand to be touched. And he detests the color 

yellow. This improbable story of Christopher’s quest to investigate the 

suspicious death of a neighborhood dog makes for one of the most 

captivating, unusual, and widely heralded novels in recent years.”  

Interested readers are welcome to join us for our book discussion. For 

more information, contact Kathy Dahlke at (608-295-7623) or 

rkdahlke@yahoo.com. 

Memory Café 

 

 

NEXT ADRC Book Club:   

 

Mom’s Gone Missing 
by Susan A. Marshall  

 

BEGINS APRIL 12, 2021, at 6:00 PM   
 

This is a book about a daughter’s caregiving journey as she supports her 
parents. Recommended by Martin Schreiber. Please register by 

emailing CORI.MARSH@co.rock.wi.us or calling 608-921-7165 to JOIN 
us via Zoom. Books are available.    
 
 

Last Month at GIFTS... 
14 different men were given: 
305 nights of safe shelter 
921 warm meals 

 
Our current guests have received their first round of vaccines and are doing 
well!  All staff, guests, and volunteers are required to wear masks and have 
their temperatures taken. We are diligently sanitizing surfaces and deep 
cleaning our shelter. We are requiring any potential guests obtain a negative 
COVID test prior to being considered for our program. Please continue to pray 
for health at GIFTS! 
 
All donations, except food, should now be taken to our Thrift store located at 
1141 Blackbridge Rd., Janesville. 

mailto:CORI.MARSH@co.rock.wi.us
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UMCOR, United Methodist Committee of Relief was Asbury’s March Ministry Matters focus. We 

give thanks for your kind monetary donations with one hundred percent of our donations going directly 

to an earmarked project or relief effort. Our April Ministry will be our local CROP Walk taking place 

on Sunday April 25, 2021. The story of the CROP Hunger Walk goes back to 1969. Teens in 

Bismarck, North Dakota, and York County, Pennsylvania, decided it was time to do something for 

families who had to walk miles for food and clean water. So they walked . . . and, because they took 

that first step, hunger has forever been changed. Today, millions of people across nearly every state 

have participated.   

 

ASBURY UMC MINISTRY HIGHLIGHT  

 

Ministry Name: Church World Service CWS/CROP Walk 

 

Ministry Location: Worldwide - CROP Walk Janesville, WI, Sunday, April 25, 2021 

 

Ministry Start Date: The Crop Project was organized in 1947 when farmers were asked to donate 

food and seed crops to our hungry neighbors in post-World War II Europe and Asia, a program that 

soon became known as the Christian Rural Overseas Program - CROP. In 1969 in Bismarck, North 

Dakota, and in 1970 in York, Pennsylvania, the first walk events were organized to raise funds to 

support CROP. Since then, CROP Hunger Walk events have been held in hundreds of communities 

large and small raising millions of dollars to eradicate hunger and poverty. 

 

Asbury Ministry Contact Person: Connie Nelson (608) 758-5564 or Pastor Will at the Church Office 

(608) 752-7961. Note: See More information about the walk in this Newsletter. (Time of Walk 

and Route) 

 

Ministry Purpose: CWS CROP Hunger Walks are community-based walk events held in cities and 

towns across the United States, raising funds to support the global mission of Church World Service, a 

faith-based organization transforming communities around the globe through just and sustainable 

responses to hunger, poverty, displacement and disaster. Twenty-five percent of the funds raised are 

returned to the host community to support local hunger fighting efforts. 

 

Ministry Vision: We believe that there is enough food, water, and justice for everyone in our world. 

 

Ministry Mission Statement: Our work to build alliances among faith groups, civil society, advocates 

and those in need and provide programs and services that are impactful is as critical now as it has ever 

been.  

 

Ministry Needs: Get Involved! Hunger is one of the greatest injustices facing our world, but it doesn’t 

have to be this way. Ending hunger is possible, and it is possible in our lifetime. You can help make it 

happen. Register for your local CROP Hunger Walk, raise funds, and take us one step closer to ending 

hunger once and for all. Join the movement! 

 

We welcome your ideas and invite you to join our RTC meeting on Monday April 5, 2021, at 6:00 p.m. 

Please Note: We will tentatively meet at church with masks and social distancing for our April 

meeting. Contact Kathy Dahlke at (608-295-7623) or rkdahlke@yahoo.com with your ideas, 

suggestions, or questions. 

 

https://cwsglobal.org/
mailto:rkdahlke@yahoo.com
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Agrace Offers Three Virtual Grief Support Groups 

  
Agrace is offering three professionally led, virtual grief support groups this spring. The 
groups will meet online and are open to the public. There is no fee for people whose 
family member was in hospice care in the past 12 months; fees for others can be 
lowered or waived for others, if needed. Call (608) 327-7118 with questions or to 
register. 
  
Bridges Support Group is for adults grieving the death of any loved one. It meets every 
other Wednesday from 9:30 a.m. to 11 a.m. Pre-registration is required.  
  
Journey Through Grief is a six-week grief support group series for adults. It meets 
Thursdays, March 18 to April 22, from 10 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. Pre-registration is required. 
  
Spouse/Partner Loss Support Group is a six-week grief support group series for 
adults whose spouse or partner has died. It meets Wednesdays, April 21 through May 
26, from 5:30 p.m. to 7 p.m. Pre-registration is required. 
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Judy Campbell, Darlene and Richard Coulthard, LaVita Fanta, Robert Geisler, Marcy 

Gordon, Shirley Graves, Carol and Don Isbell, Diana Jewson, Hjordis Olson, Lucille 

Osborne, Virginia Scarborough, Ione Watson, Charles Weber, June Zeilinger. 

 

 

Continuing Care List 
 

* Newsletter articles are submitted to Jan Diers at jrdiers@charter.net 

Dear Sunday School Teachers and Children, 

Thank you for sharing the beautiful and very thoughtful Valentines with our Health Center 

residents.  They loved them and wanted to share their gratitude with you.  May God bless you as 

you continue to bless Him each day.  Happy Valentine’s Day! 

    Blessings and peace, Mary Bielke, Chaplain of Cedar Crest 

Dear Friend of Echo: 

On behalf of our clients, the ECHO staff and Board join me in thanking you for your February 1, 

2021, donation of $230.00.  Your support has meant that people in need in our community have 

received help with the most basic of human needs:  food, housing, transportation, and other 

general well-being services.  We also provide case management, mentoring, and various 

educational opportunities. 

    Sincerely, Jessica Locher, Executive Director 

A special thank you to Mark McKinney for removing and storing the outdoor 

Asbury Advent Scene.    

 

Thank you!  The dear people you just helped with your gift may never have the opportunity to 

meet you, but if they did, I am certain their response would be – Thank you!  Through your 

support, you are serving within a vital web of interactive relationships, partnering to engage 

globally in direct ministry to people in need.  Thank you for your gift of $190.00 to Paul Lee 

Webster and $100.00 to the Health Projects in Bolivia. 

    Roland Fernandes, General Secretary of Global Ministries 

mailto:jrdiers@charter.net
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

    

 

1 

 

Maundy 

Thursday  

 

Online 

Worship 

(In-home 

Holy 

Communion) 

 

 

 

 

2 

Good Friday 

 

Service of 

Tenebrae 

Online 

Worship 

3 

 

4 

*Easter* 
In-person 10 am 

and  

Online Worship! 

 

5 

6 pm 

Rethink 

Church 
 

6 

 

7 

 

 

8 

 
9 

 
10 

11 

 
In-person 10 am 

and 

Online Worship  
 

12 

 
13 

 
14 

 
15 

 

16 

 
17 

 

18 

 

In-person 10 am 

and 

Online Worship  

 

19 

 
20 

 
21 

 
22 

 
 

23 

 
24 

 

 25 

In-person 10 am 

and 

Online Worship 

 

CROP Walk—

Virtual OR meet 

at Asbury at 

1:00 pm 

26 

 
27 

 
28 29 

 

 

30 

 

April       2021  
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Asbury United Methodist Church 

1810 Kellogg Avenue 

Janesville, WI  53546 

 

Email:  asburyumc@charter.net 

608-752-7961 

 

We are on the Web! 

Find us at 

www.asburyumcjvl.org 

 

Join us on facebook at: 

facebook.com/asburyumcjvl 

 

April 2021 


