
“Hellos and Goodbyes” 

The month of June will be a transition month at Asbury Church.  After some weeks of searching, which 

included contacts with 11 individuals who are current members of Asbury Church and four in-person 

interviews with individuals who applied online, we have hired our new office manager.  Amy Powell 

will begin her duties upon the retirement of Julie Polzin. 

On behalf of the Staff/Parish Relations Committee and the Asbury Congregation, I want to thank Julie 

for her dedicated service over the past four years.  I have enjoyed working with Julie each day and will 

miss the skills and warmth she has brought to that office.  In her retirement, Julie will be free to visit her 

grandchildren more often as well as tend to other family related responsibilities.  

Amy Powell comes to us with a strong background in office service.  She has experience in computers, 

customer service, data entry, Excel, Word, Quick Books, and other office related skills.  Amy is 

currently finishing an office related degree at Blackhawk Technical College and serves the college as a 

school ambassador.  She has one adult daughter who lives with her at her Janesville residence. 

Please wish Amy and Julie well as they begin these next chapters to their lives.  

Blessings to both as we say “Hello” and “Goodbye.” 

Pastor Will 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Pastor’s Pondering 

 

Action at Asbury  

J U N E  2 0 2 1  

Asbury United Methodist Church, 1810 Kellogg Avenue, Janesville, WI  53546 

Phone:  608-752-7961        Email:  asburyumc@charter.net   

Website:  www.asburyumcjvl.org       facebook.com/asburyumcjvl 

 

Amy Powell Julie Polzin 

http://www.asburyumcjvl.org/
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June Worship Schedule and Themes 

“In-Person” Worship at 9 a.m. or Online 

 

June 6  Second Sunday of Pentecost     Holy Communion 

  Scripture: 2 Corinthians 4:13 – 5:1 & Psalm 138 

  Sermon: “The Seen and The Unseen” 

   Paul instructs the Christians to focus on that which is eternal while spending 

   his life working to better that which is temporary.  His life remains a model 

   for us, even today. 

 

June 13 Third Sunday of Pentecost 

  Peggy Eggen to lead worship. 

 

June 20 Fourth Sunday of Pentecost     Father’s Day 

  Scripture: Mark 4: 35-41 & Psalm 9: 9-14 

  Sermon: “Calming the Storms” 

   “Even the winds and waves obey him!” said Jesus’ disciples after he calmed 

   the storm.  Jesus still calms the storms of life, if we simply put our faith in  

   him. 

 

June 27 Fifth Sunday of Pentecost 

  Scripture: Mark 5: 21-43 & Psalm 130 

  Sermon: “There is Always Hope” 

   With Jesus there is always hope in life.  With him is the possibility of  

   miracles. This is one of many reasons to follow him faithfully. 

 

Does Asbury Church Still Need My Elevator Pledge? 
The good folks of Asbury Church have done a remarkable job of stepping up to the plate and 

contributing to a much quicker than expected pay-down on our elevator project.  As of this writing, 

we have less than $23,000.00 remaining on our loan! 

So that begs the question for those with pledges outstanding over a five-year commitment.  Does the 

church still need payment of my pledge?  The answer is a resounding “YES!” because we have 

plans for the future. 

The elevator project was phase one of my vision.  Phase two was not undertaken because I had made 

a commitment to the congregation of no deficit spending.  I chose not to include the planned car port 

(now phase two) in phase one of the project because we were unable to secure pledges to fund that 

construction expense.  Moreover, we did not address much needed work on our parking lot (phase 

three), nor did we move forward with air conditioning in our sanctuary or fellowship hall (phase 

four).  By fulfilling your pledge, you will help us promptly move forward with these remaining 

projects in the order I just laid out. 

I hope to continue the facility upgrades this church deserves as it grows with the greater Janesville 

community.  I pray for it to become a place of spiritual destination for those meeting God and 

growing in faith.  It is all part of our mission and outreach.  Please fulfill your pledge and participate 

in a vibrant Asbury future! 
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April saw income of $12,851.41 and expenses of $13,348.34. 
Unrestricted net assets are $18,024.82. 
  
Missions: 
  
ECHO - $180 
Crop Walk - $1,315 that went through our books 
UMCOR - $10 collected 
 
Thank You For Your Generosity:  Denny Hanks, Asbury Bookkeeper 

ECHO continues to help those in need. In March, 924 shelter nights 

were provided to keep those experiencing homelessness from living 

outside or sleeping in their cars. 32 months of rent assistance were also 

provided in March. Easter baskets were provided to 263 children as well 

as over 300,000 meals! 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS:  

June 1–10  On-line silent auction 

June 7 – Eat out for hunger at many locations throughout Janesville.  

 

PANTRY NEEDS: 

Peanut butter, instant oatmeal, pop-top canned meals, canned meats, box 

meal kits, juice. Deodorant, toilet paper, shampoo, conditioner. 

 

 

ECHO Report  

June 2021 
 

Diana greeting people after church using 

her Dynovox Speaking device. 

The boiler is fixed! 

Stan & Lynn Curtis providing music.  We 

have had many wonderful volunteers 

providing worship music. 
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In early May, Tina Bakken inquired of Pastor Will if the United Methodists were involved in providing 
help for the India COVID-19 Crisis. Pastor Will reached out to Bishop Jung and Forrest Wells. Their 
response was yes that we are working through CASA, which is directly conveying our UMCOR assistance 
to India for immediate medical equipment and solutions in various areas. Global Ministries and UMCOR 
are responding by supporting Indian partners working on the ground. We heartfully thank those who gave 
funds in support of this urgent crisis. Others wishing to still donate can makes checks out to Asbury UMC 
with India COVID-19 CRISIS on the memo line.   

Please note that our original May Ministry Highlights featuring Native American Ministry that was 
written about in our May Newsletter was postponed until this current month of June. The following 
reiterates this article. United Methodists cultivate and support urban missions with Native Americans, 
and fund scholarships for Native American seminarians. Our Wisconsin Conference retains 50 percent of 
the offering to strengthen and develop Native American ministries. The remaining 50 percent of the 
offering expands mission work with the Native American Urban Initiative and provides scholarships for 
Native Americans attending United Methodist and other approved schools of theology.     

                                         

ASBURY UMC MINISTRY HIGHLIGHT 

 

Ministry Name: Native American Ministry Sunday    

Ministry Location: United Methodist Church Worldwide   

Ministry Start Date: The Odanah United Methodist Church was dedicated on April 3, 1898, by A. J. 
Davis of the Ashland District. Its founder and first minister was Thomas C. Thomas, an ordained Ojibwa 
Native American from Michigan. Thomas was a member of the West Wisconsin Conference of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church and was elected during his time to be a delegate to Washington DC.  The 
Oneida Church, another Wisconsin UMC church close to 200 years old and the oldest church in the 
Conference, brought the Methodist Societies to Wisconsin from New York. The church is open to all 
people as well as all Native Americans. The Oneida Church is committed to walk alongside the 
traditionalists, while bringing the gospel to them in a culturally sensitive way. 
Ministry Purpose: Whether it is providing shelter for victims of domestic violence, filling food pantries, 
starting new churches or educating Native American seminary students, this designated offering takes 
place as a way United Methodists honor Native Americans.  

Ministry Vision: On Native American Ministries Sunday, United Methodists cultivate and support urban 
missions with Native Americans and fund scholarships for Native American seminarians. 

Ministry Mission Statement: When you give generously on Native American Ministries Sunday, you 
equip seminary students who honor and celebrate Native American culture in their ministries. You 
empower congregations to find fresh and culturally appropriate ways to minister to their communities with 
Christ’s love.  

Ministry Needs: This offering funds scholarships for United Methodist Native American seminarians, 
strengthens and develops Native American ministries and communities, both urban and rural, and supports 
Native American outreach at the annual conference level. 

Remember you can celebrate this Sunday and any Special Sunday on a day of your choosing.  

 

We welcome your ideas and invite you to join our RTC meeting on Monday, June 7th, 2021, at 6:00 p.m. 
Please Note: We will tentatively meet at church with masks and social distancing for our meeting. 
Contact Kathy Dahlke at (608-295-7623) or rkdahlke@yahoo.com  with your ideas, suggestions, or 
questions. 

 

mailto:rkdahlke@yahoo.com
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Midwest Mission Distribution Center 
 
Every year churches gather items, supplies and/or monetary donations to be used in missions locally, 
nationally and worldwide. A semi located at the Annual Conference site gathers these materials and transports 
them to Midwest Mission in Illinois where they are sorted, packaged and shipped out. Due to COVID, the 
Ingathering for 2021 will be virtual again this year.  All churches are encouraged to begin gathering the supplies 
for Personal Dignity Kits and Homecare Kits. The list of supplies needed for those kits are printed below. Items 
can be put together in kit form as indicated, or they can be donated separately.  Gathered supplies can 
be dropped off at the drop-off site which is at Asbury UMC at 1810 Kellogg Ave. again this year. A collection 
tote labeled Midwest Mission will be under the counter in the narthex. The Midwest Mission Distribution 
Center truck will be in Wisconsin on Wednesday, June 23, to pick up all gathered supplies. Monetary donations 
can also be made by making a check to Asbury United Methodist Church and putting MMDC in the memo line. 
Pat and Mike Spors along with Kathy and Russ Dahlke will join the group from Whitewater First UMC 
when they head to Midwest for a Volunteer in Mission work trip on July 12. A tote labeled Midwest Mission 
will be in the Narthex. 
 
Personal Dignity Kit                                                                                      Additional Needs: 
1 Bath Hand Towel—No kitchen towels                                                      2.5 oz. Toothpaste or larger 
1 Bath Washcloth—No kitchen towels                                                         Cloth Face Mask 
1 Adult toothbrush—No multipacks                                                             Laundry Soap  32-64 oz. 
1 Bar Soap—3—4 oz.                                                                                       Dish soap  16-64 oz. 
1 Shampoo—15—18 oz.                                                                                 ONESIES  0-6 months 
1 Deodorant—2—3 oz. stick, roll on, or pump                                               
     
Place items in a 1-gallon resealable plastic bag                                            
 
Homecare Kit 
2 Liquid Household Cleaners 16—40 oz. –No spray bottle 
2 Dish Soaps 16—34 oz.  
2 Liquid Laundry Detergents 32—64 oz. 
1 Scrub brush 

 

Reading  

by the  
Brook 

 

 

 
June will bring the reading and discussion of author Barbara Kingsolver’s 

novel Prodigal Summer.  “Barbara Kingsolver, a writer praised for her 

“extravagantly gifted narrative voice” (New York Times Book Review), 

has created with this novel a hymn to wildness that celebrated the prodigal 

spirit of human nature and nature itself.  Prodigal Summer weaves together 

three stories of human love within a larger tapestry of lives inhabiting the 

forested mountains and struggling small farms of southern Appalachia.” 

Our book conversation will take place on Wednesday, June 9, at 6:30 p.m. 

in Asbury Fellowship Hall.  Masks and social distancing will be required. 

ZOOM participation is also available. Interested readers are welcome to 

join us for our book discussion. For more information, contact Kathy 

Dahlke at (608-295-7623) or rkdahlke@yahoo.com.  

 

mailto:rkdahlke@yahoo.com
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We raised $2,377 in this year’s CROP Walk!  Thank you to the participants and those who donated! 

12 DISCIPLES NEEDED, ONE PER EACH MONTH OF 
THE YEAR, TO HEAD UP A GROUP OF FOLLOWERS 
TO HELP MAINTAIN CHURCH JANITORIAL UPKEEP.  

PLEASE CONTACT THE CHURCH OFFICE OR  
KATHY DAHLKE 1-608-295-7623.                                                                                                                                                

Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as 

working for the Lord, not for human masters. 

Colossians 3:2 

Anyone wishing to help stock 

the food pantry is welcome. 

 

OUTDOORS GARDEN LOVERS: PLEASE CONTACT KATHY DAHLKE, 1-608-295-7623,                                                                                                              
   IF YOU CAN HELP WITH OUTSIDE LANDSCAPING CARE DURING THE GROWING SEASON, MAY-

OCTOBER.                                                                                                                                                                                 
           The LORD God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to work it and take care of it. 

Genesis 2:15 
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4  Mike Spors 

 

4  Shelly Wheaton 

 

7  Erin Osborne 

 

10  Charles Culb 

 

10  Mark Polzin 

 

11  Ryan Sarabia 

 

13  Roger Lewis 

 

16  Rick Plach 

 

16  Diana Zeilinger 

 

16  June Zeilinger 

17  Marilyn Flippin 

 

22  Abbi Christman 

 

22  Justin Phillips 

 

25  Charles Campbell 

 

26  Jacob Wobig 

 

28  Jim Hinkle 

 

30  Connie Fleming 

 

30  Darrell Nelson 

 

30  Julie Osborne 

 

 

THREE INTERWOVEN CIRCLES—Each circle in this 

symbol represents one of the Persons of the Holy 

Trinity — the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. 

The circles, having no beginning and no end, signify 

the Trinity’s eternal nature. The circles’ interlacing 

symbolizes unity. In the center is a triangle, an 

ancient symbol of the Trinity. 

Agrace Seeks Volunteers in Rock County 

Agrace is seeking volunteers across Rock County to visit with hospice patients or support 
its Janesville thrift store. Volunteer orientation will take place at Agrace’s Janesville 
office June 15, from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. or June 29, from 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. Pre-registration is 
required for either session. Call (608) 327-7163 or visit agrace.org/volunteer to fill out an 
application. 

Agrace Offers Virtual Grief Support 

Agrace is offering a professionally led, virtual (accessible with a tablet, computer or 
smartphone) grief support group in June. Bridges Support Group is for adults grieving the 
death of any loved one. It meets June 9 and June 23, from 9:30 a.m. to 11 a.m. Pre-
registration is required. Bridges meets online and is open to the public. There is no fee for 
people whose family member was in hospice care in the past 12 months; fees for others 
can be lowered or waived, if needed. Call (608) 327-7118 with questions or to register. 

 

http://www.agrace.org/volunteer
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Continuing Care List 

 

Judy Campbell, Darlene and Richard Coulthard, LaVita Fanta, Robert Geisler, Marcy Gordon, 

Shirley Graves, Carol and Don Isbell, Diana Jewson, Hjordis Olson, Lucille Osborne, Virginia 

Scarborough, Ione Watson, Charles Weber, June Zeilinger. 

 

1  Chelsea & Justin Phillips 

 

2  Ann & Andrew McGrath 

 

5  Joyce & Owen Peters 

 

12  Sandy & Roger Lewis 

 

15  Sherry & Mike Wilkerson 

 

17  Linda & Dennis Sailing 

 

18  Alexis & Darrell Nelson 

 

20  Cheryl & Mike Woods 

 

25  Debra & Jeff North 

 

27  Diana & Will Jewson 

 

28  Renee & Jim Hinkle 

Many thanks to the Asbury UMC Crop Walk team for doing such a wonderful 

thing.  I miss you all so much.  The local Methodist Church is having a chicken 

dinner event (carryout only) thru a local restaurant as their Spring fund raiser.  

Yum!     --Sue Bent 

* Newsletter articles are submitted to Jan Diers at jrdiers@charter.net 

 

Friends at Asbury United Methodist Church, 

We are so grateful for your generosity!  Your support means we can continue providing necessary 

medical services to Rock County’s most vulnerable.  Every dollar donation we receive translates into 

$6.60 worth of care.  That means your $2,340 donation turns into $15,444 worth of care.  Wow.  We 

hope you all are safe & healthy.  Thank you so much.       --HealthNet 

On behalf of our clients, the ECHO staff and Board join me in thanking you for your March 31, 2021, 

donation of $360.00 and April donation of $180.00.  Your support has meant that people in need in 

our community have received help with the most basic of human needs:  food, housing, 

transportation, and other general well-being services.   

        --Jessica Locher, Executive Director 

Dear Friends in Mission, 

Thank you! Your financial support is enabling Global Ministries to fulfill the 

mission of the Church through evangelism and church growth in more than 60 

countries. (Red Bird Mission for $735.00) 

    --Roland Fernandes, Global Ministries/UMCOR 

Thank you to Mark McKinney for the summer planting of flowers in the four planters in the front 

of the church. 

mailto:jrdiers@charter.net
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  1 

 
2 3 

 
4 5 

 

6 

In-person 9 am 

and 

Online Worship  
 

 

*Service Time 

Change 

7 

6 pm 

Rethink 

Church 

8 

 
9 

6:30 pm 

Book Club 

10 

 

 
 

11 

 
12 

 

13 

In-person 9 am 

and 

Online Worship  
 

14 

 
15 

 
16 

 
17 

 
18 19 

20 

In-person 9 am 

and 

Online Worship  

 

21 

 
22 

 
23 

 

 

24 

 
 

25 

 
26 

 
 

27 

In-person 9 am 

and 

Online Worship  
 

28 29 30    

June           2021 
I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the United States 

of America, and to the Republic for which it 

stands, one Nation, under God, indivisible, with 

Liberty and Justice for all. 

Please call the church at 608-752-7961 or email Pastor Will at asburypastor@charter.net 

to reserve a spot at the in-person service by the Friday prior to the day of worship. 

mailto:asburypastor@charter.net


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Asbury United Methodist Church 

1810 Kellogg Avenue 

Janesville, WI  53546 

 

Email:  asburyumc@charter.net 

608-752-7961 

 

We are on the Web! 

Find us at 

www.asburyumcjvl.org 

 

Join us on facebook at: 

facebook.com/asburyumcjvl 

 

June 2021 


