
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Action at Asbury  
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Asbury United Methodist Church, 1810 Kellogg Avenue, Janesville, WI  53546 
Phone:  608-752-7961        Email:  asburyumc@charter.net   

Website:  www.asburyumcjvl.org       facebook.com/asburyumcjvl 
 

“Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged, for the LORD your God will be 
with you wherever you go.”  (Joshua 1: 9b) 
“When anxiety was great within me, your consolation brought me joy.”  (Psalm 94:19)  
“Say to those with fearful hearts, “Be strong, do not fear; your God will come, he will come with 
vengeance; with divine retribution he will come to save you.”  (Isaiah 35:4) 
“But those who hope in the LORD will renew their strength. They will soar on wings like eagles; 
 they will run and not grow weary; they will walk and not be faint.”  (Isaiah 40:30) 
“So do not fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for I am your God. I will strengthen you and 
help you; I will uphold you with my righteous right hand.”  (Isaiah 41: 10) 
“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me.”  (John 14: 1)   
 “For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor 
the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to 
separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.”  (Romans 8: 38-39) 
Each of these Biblical quotes deal with emotions with which we all struggle:  Anxieties, Fears, and 
Worries . . . 
We face these emotions often and for many reasons.  The pandemic, an illness or an accident 
involving one whom we love, a family’s brokenness, divisions among races or political 
perspectives.  Each of these and so much more cause us anxiety, fear, and worry. 
I must confess, privately I am a worrier.  I get this gene from my Grandma Jewson who perfected 
the art of worrying.  I like to think I worry because I care.  Truth be known, we all worry because 
we care. 
And of course, we should care.  We should love.  We should feel empathy for those who suffer.  
Yet we need someone who can sustain us and give us the strength to persevere when time 
become excessively tough. 
We find that strength in the Lord; our God who never leaves our side; our God whose love for us 
exceeds all understanding.  We see that perfect, unconditional love in the life of Jesus Christ.  We 
carry that love within our hearts through the gift of the Holy Spirit.  And we share that love and 
the strength it provides, when we come together to support one another in our anxieties, fears, 
and worries. 
God is with us.  Always has been and always will be.  
Blessings to All. 
Pastor Will 
 

Pastor’s Pondering 
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October Worship Schedule and Themes 
October 3 Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost   Holy Communion in the Pews 
  Scripture: Mark 10: 13-16 & Psalm 25 
  Sermon: “The Child and The Kingdom” 
   Jesus astonishes his disciples when he welcomes the little children into his 
   arms and teaches a lesson about what is required of us if we are to enter the 
   kingdom of God. 
 
October 10 Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost 
  Scripture: Luke 18: 9-14 & Psalm 100 
  Sermon: “The Pharisee and the Tax Collector” 
   Jesus contrasts the spirituality of a self-righteous Pharisee and a repentant tax 
   collector.  Discover how true repentance and humility will lead to exaltation 
   in the eyes of God. 
 
October 17 Twenty-First Sunday after Pentecost 
  Scripture: Matthew 14: 22-33 & Psalm 96 
  Sermon: “Saving the Sinking” 
   The familiar story of Jesus walking on the water is a favorite.  But it is the  
   disciple, Peter, to whom we can most relate.  How often do we feel like we 
   are sinking in the stormy waters of life?  See how our Savior rescues us when 
   we are about to drown. 
 
October 24 Twenty-Second Sunday after Pentecost 
  Worship details TBD.  Pastor Will will be on vacation. 
 
October 31 Twenty-Third Sunday after Pentecost  
  Scripture: Matthew 8: 28-34 & 1 John 4: 1-6 
  Sermon: “Spooks and Scary Stories” 
   On this Halloween day, we will look at a sample of the Scriptures view on  
   demons and spirits.  We will discover how to recognize the Spirit of God.    

Acolyte Abbi Christman 
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August income was $13,628 and expenses were $11,682.41. 
Unrestricted net assets are $23,196.59. 
  
Missions: 
  
Salvation Army - $100 
ECHO - $2,750 paid 
UM Child Service - $340 
Lincoln School $25 
 
Thank You For Your Generosity:  Denny Hanks, Asbury Bookkeeper 
 

Memory Café 

10-11 AM at Asbury, 4th Wednesday each month 
Memory Cafes are socially based and include fun learning activities, stories, 
and/or music.  The focus is on what we can do, rather than what we can’t do.  
This is a safe, social environment for people interested in keeping their brains 
healthy and those experiencing some memory loss.  A small group gathered in 

August for our first time back since March, 2020.  We enjoyed playing Are 
You Smarter Than A 5th Grader.  Needless to say, some questions were a 

struggle.  For September, we heard tales of “Spies and Espionage of the Civil 
War.”  The speaker was dressed in period costume, so it was quite 

interesting.  Come join in the fun & bring a friend. 
 

October 27, 2021 
Special Guest 

 
November 24, 2021 

Thankfulness 
 

December 22, 2021 
Christmas Sing Along 

On September 5, Asbury United 
Methodist Church burned the elevator 

project mortgage with a short 
ceremony in front of the church.  The 
15-year loan of $290,000 was paid off 

in just 25 months. 
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Donation Collection for Afghan Refugees 

 
The Wisconsin United Methodist Midwest Distribution will be picking up donations from 
Asbury UMC and delivering them to Fort McCoy.  All donations should be dropped off before 
September 28.  New clothing items are preferred, but gently used and laundered items 
are acceptable. 
 
Here is a link for the items needed most.  This link is updated periodically: 
 
https://sites.google.com/view/winding-rivers-umc/afghan-guest-immediate-needs 
 

 

 

Asbury Reading By the Brook Group will read and discuss in 
October the book Still Life by Louise Penny. “ This is a real gem of a book 
that slowly draws the reader into a beautifully told, lyrically written story of 
love, life, friendship, and tragedy. And it's a pretty darn good mystery too.” 
— Emily Melton 
Our book review will take place on Wednesday, October 20, at 6:30 p.m. at 
Asbury. ZOOM participation is also available. Interested readers are 
welcome to join us for our book discussion. For more information, contact 
Kathy Dahlke at (608-295-7623) or rkdahlke@yahoo.com.  
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We give hugs to our Asbury folks for their support to the Ministry Matters Bolivia – Wisconsin UMC 
Partnership fund in September. Building bridges of support, love, learning of both cultures, company, and 
mutual celebration of one faith in Jesus Christ. Our October Ministry will focus on Paul Webster, a 
Wisconsin member of United Methodist Missionaries. 
   

ASBURY UMC MINISTRY HIGHLIGHT 

                
Ministry Name:  United Methodist Missionary Paul Webster, Advance #11865Z 

 
Ministry Location:  Rev. Paul L. Webster, commissioned in 1992, is a missionary with the Board of 
Global Ministries of The United Methodist Church serving as Mission Advocate of Special Projects in the 
United States. 
 
Ministry Start Date:  Born in New Richmond, WI, Paul was a volunteer in the United States Peace 
Corps from 1980 to 1984 as an agricultural extension worker in Guatemala. He is a graduate of the 
University of Wisconsin-Superior and has done advanced study towards a Master of Planning degree at 
the Hubert H. Humphrey Institute, University of Minnesota. He was a recipient of the Lillian Druse 
Mission Scholarship fund for persons seeking higher education in preparation for mission service, 
administered by the Wisconsin Annual Conference. Paul returned to missionary service in 2005 after four 
years of state-side leave due to the chronic illness and death of his wife, Roxanne, also a GBGM 
missionary. During that time, Paul served two years as a Local Pastor at Ladysmith and Tony UMC’s in 
the Wisconsin Annual Conference. In October of 2006, Paul was ordained a full elder by Bishop Kainda 
Katembo. Paul has one daughter, Summer, and one grandson, Aaron.                                                               

Ministry Services:  Prior to serving as a Mission Advocate, Paul served in Mujila Falls Agriculture 
Centre in Kanyama, Zambia, as a rural economic development specialist. Paul’s ministry as a rural 
economic development specialist served the needs of poor, rural peoples. Each project promoted major 
programs in education, health, sustainable and appropriate agriculture, community development, 
evangelism, and church construction. The projects strived to address community social, economic, and 
health problems holistically, thus empowering participants. 

Ministry Mission Statement: In 1973, the Methodist Church rationalized its structures by creating seven 
'divisions', one of which, the Overseas Division, was the MMS by another name, underlining the fact that 
the MMS was never an independent Society but the Methodist Church itself sharing in world 
mission.  Further restructuring in 1996 passed on the Overseas Division's responsibilities to a number of 
desks within a refashioned connexionally team, and relationships with partner Churches around the world 
are now the remit of the World Church Relationships Team. In 2013, the Conference formally wound up 
the MMS, not because the mission for which it was founded is accomplished or no longer has a place in 
the Church's purpose, but as a further affirmation that mission at home and overseas is all God's Mission, 
shared with partner Churches in many lands. 

 

   

(continued next page) 
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Ministry Needs:  You can help support the work of our Wisconsin Missionaries by inviting them to visit 
during their itineration time. You can support them financially using their listed Advance Code Number. 
By giving through The Advance, 100% of your donation reaches your chosen mission project or 
ministry. And you can support them at the level of Covenant relationship of $5.00 per member or $2500 per 
church, which puts your church on the “must visit” list when they return home to itinerate. They appreciate 
your prayers and communication.  

We welcome your ideas and invite you to join our next RTC meeting on Monday October 4, 2021, at 6:00 
p.m. Contact Kathy Dahlke at (608-295-7623) or rkdahlke@yahoo.com  with your ideas, suggestions, or 
questions. 
 

New patio furniture for the Asbury Prairie 
Gazebo.  All small groups are invited to use 
the space for gatherings during good 
weather.  The purchase is a gift from an 
anonymous donor.  Thank you donor! 
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ECHO continues to serve those in need in our community.  
 
During the first six months of this year, they provided:  
204 months of rent paid to keep families housed 
6,103 nights in a local hotel to keep families from being homeless or sleeping in their cars 
1,852 senior stockboxes provided 
1,601,188 meals provided 
 
Current Pantry Needs:  Rice, soup, Barilla ready pasta, Hormel compleats, individual fruit cups, 
individual veggie cups, shampoo, conditioner, cleaning supplies. 
 
Upcoming Events:  
October 1:  Online ordering begins for Empty Bowls to Go! Soups will be announced September 15. 
Soups will be pre-sold in quart freezer-safe containers for $10. 
 
October 23:  Empty Bowls to Go drive thru pick up at YMCA back parking lot 11 a.m. -1 p.m. 
 
November 20:  Thanksgiving basket distribution 
 
ECHO needs volunteers to help in the food pantry and unload food donations.  If you would like to 
volunteer, please call Fran at 754-5333 to schedule a visit to fill out the volunteer application. 
 

October 2021 ECHO  

Madolyn & Violet Rosburg 
Acolyting 
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Needs List: 
Gift cards (gas and food) 
Ear buds 
New boxer briefs 
New t-shirts 
New PJ pants 
Shower shoes 
Slippers 

Gifts has a new Executive Director, MaryAnn Raash!  She comes 
with an extensive background and believes in serving those in the 
community.  She can be reached at Director@GiftsShelter.org 
Welcome MaryAnn! 

GIFTS Thrift Store Grand Opening 
Saturday, October 16 

11 AM - 4 PM 
1141 Blackbridge Rd., Suite 150, Janesville 

 
Volunteers are needed for sorting donations, pricing donations, 

merchandising, cleaning, stocking the floor, and general 
organization.  Please visit GiftsShelter.org and click on the 

Give tab.  Then, click on Volunteer Opportunities to fill out an 
application. 

Vision:  To be a comprehensive, Christ-centered ministry providing the resources needed to 
transform and restore the lives of homeless men, one at a time. 

Agrace Offers Two Virtual Support Groups in October  
Agrace is offering two professionally led, virtual (accessible with a tablet, computer or smartphone) 
grief support groups in October. 
  

• Bridges (virtual) is for adults grieving the death of any loved one. In October, meetings are 
October 13 and 27, from 9:30 a.m. to 11 a.m. Pre-registration is required. 

  
• COVID-19 Loss Group (virtual) is for adults grieving a death related to COVID-19. It meets 

every other Wednesday. In October, meetings are October 6 and 20, from 5:30 p.m. to 7 
p.m. There is no cost to attend this group. 

  
These groups meet online and are open to the public. There is no fee for people whose family 
member was in hospice care in the past 12 months; fees for others can be lowered or waived, if 
needed. Pre-registration is required; call (608) 327-7118 with questions or to register. 
 
 Agrace Seeks Volunteers in Rock County 

  
Agrace is seeking volunteers across Rock County to visit with hospice 
patients or support its Janesville thrift store. Volunteer orientation will 
take place at Agrace’s Janesville office October 26, from 9 a.m. to 2 
p.m. Pre-registration is required. Call (608) 327-7163 or 
visit agrace.org/volunteer to fill out an application. 
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10  LaVita Fanta 
 
11  Steve Bundy 
 
20  Jill Plach 
 
25  Kari Campbell 
 
26  Denise Thomas 

3  Nonie Reed 
 
4  Bob Banner 
 
4  Elnoe Campbell 
 
7  Cheryl Woods 
 
8  Dennis Hanks 

1  Barb & Bill Doubleday 
 
2  Harriet & George Christopherson 
 
6  Kathy & Russ Dahlke 
 
12  Jill & Rick Plach 
 

15  Theresa & John Luepnitz 
 
21  Arlette & Cliff Walker 
 
24  Jerriann & Larry Burns 
 
25  Ruth & Herb Polzin 
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Dear Asbury Family, 
 
Thank you so much for all your prayers, cards, 
calls, & texts.  
It is wonderful to have your support! I am 
healing well, but it looks like I may have a 

longer road to recovery than I had hoped. Please 
continue to keep me in your prayers. 
 
God Bless you all, 
Mark McKinney 
 

Continuing Care List 

Judy Campbell, Darlene and Richard Coulthard, LaVita Fanta, Robert Geisler, Marcy Gordon, 
Shirley Graves, Carol and Don Isbell, Diana Jewson, Hjordis Olson, Lucille Osborne, Virginia 
Scarborough, Ione Watson, June Zeilinger. 
 
Pray for the family of Charlie Weber as he passed away on September 2, 2021. 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
 

 
 

 
   1 

 
2 

 

3 
 
10 am 
Worship 
Service 

4 
 
6 pm  
ReThink 
Church 

5 
 
10 am 
Stitching 
Group 

6 
 

7 
 

8 
 

9 
 

10 
 
10 am 
Worship 
Service 

11 
 

12 
 
10 am 
Stitching 
Group 

13 
 
 

14 
 

15 
 

16 
 

17 
10 am 
Worship 
Service 
Eileen Wolfe 
Celebration 
of Life 

18 
 

19 
 
10 am 
Stitching 
Group 

20 
 
6:30 pm 
Book Club 

21 
 

22 
 

23 

 24 
 
10 am 
Worship 
Service  
 

25 
 

26 
 
10 am 
Stitching 
Group 

27 
 
10 am 
Memory 
Café 
 

28 
 

29 30 

 
31 

 
10 am 
Worship 
Service  

 

      

 
 

October          2021
  

* Newsletter articles are submitted 
to Jan Diers at jrdiers@charter.net 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Asbury United Methodist Church 
1810 Kellogg Avenue 
Janesville, WI  53546 
 
Email:  asburyumc@charter.net 
608-752-7961 
 
We are on the Web! 
Find us at 
www.asburyumcjvl.org 
 
Join us on facebook at: 
facebook.com/asburyumcjvl 
 

October 2021 


