
 

 

 

 

 

 
Pastor’s Pondering 

 

Action at Asbury  

D E C E M B E R  2 0 2 1  

Asbury United Methodist Church, 1810 Kellogg Avenue, Janesville, WI  53546 

Phone:  608-752-7961        Email:  asburyumc@charter.net   

Website:  www.asburyumcjvl.org       facebook.com/asburyumcjvl 

 

“Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Emanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.” 
                                                                                          – The refrain from “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” 
 
“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” has always been one of my favorite Advent/Christmas hymns. From a musical 

perspective, I find its melody beautiful in a kind of haunting way.  To me, it conveys a “feeling” that something 

“other-worldly” is about to happen. As a youngster, I remember singing it in church on many Christmas Eves, with 

lights turned low and candles dancing, all adding to the moment’s sacred experience. 

The hymn’s message is a prayer for, and proclamation about, the coming of the Savior into our world. What a 

beautiful and joyful message it is!   

While the baby Jesus was born to the virgin Mary over 2000 years ago, the message is one Christians herald each 

and every year, for it is our deepest desire to invite the Son of God to come to us yet again. It is our greatest need, 

to welcome Emmanuel into our hearts.  

While the Gospel of John does not record the story of Jesus’ birth as does Matthew and Luke, it nevertheless, 

captures the wonder of God entering our world in a heavenly way.  John tells us that “the true light that gives 

light to everyone was coming into the world” and “the Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us.” 

Jesus Christ is coming into our world yet again.   

He is coming to bring us hope, for we need hope to face our tomorrows.   

He is coming to bring us peace, for peace calms our hearts and minds and souls and eases our anxieties.   

He is coming to bring us joy, for joy produces a happy home.   

He is coming to bring us love, for love is at the heart of everything Jesus taught and did. 

Let us pray:  Come to us once again, blessed Savior. Come to us with your message of hope, peace, joy, and love. 

Bring to us your light which shines before us, guiding us through the hills and valleys of life. Grant us your saving 

grace, that we might experience new beginnings and second chances. And most of all, be with us always as 

Emmanuel – God with us – now and forever. Amen. 

May we all have a blessed Advent and Christmas season as we prepare our hearts 

to receive our Savior. 

Pastor Will 

 

http://www.asburyumcjvl.org/
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December Worship Schedule and Themes 
 

December 5 Second Sunday of Advent   Holy Communion in the pews. 

  Scripture: Luke 1: 57-79 & Luke 3: 1-6    Theme: Peace 
  Sermon: “Preparing the Way for the Lord” 
   Today we learn of the birth and mission of John the Baptist.  Jesus is coming. 
   On this second Sunday of Advent, we hear John’s message of repentance for 
   the forgiveness of sin even as we prepare ourselves to receive the Savior. 
 
December 12 Third Sunday of Advent      Theme: Joy 
 
  Scripture: Luke 3: 7-18 & Philippians 4: 4-7 
  Sermon: “What Should We Do?” 
   As John the Baptist preached his message of repentance, he is asked repeatedly, 
   “What should we do?”  Repentance requires reflection and change. What  
   should each of us do as we prepare for the arrival of Jesus? 
 
December 19 Fourth Sunday of Advent     Theme: Love 
 
  Scripture: Luke 1: 39-45 & Luke 1: 47-55 
  Sermon: “Mary’s Song” 
   Obviously, Mary plays a major role in the story of Jesus. We will meet her today 
   and try to grasp the many emotions she must have felt as one who was “blessed 
   among women.” 
 
December 24 Christmas Eve      Services at 7pm and 10pm 
 
   Tonight, we will celebrate again the birth of our Savior, Jesus Christ. Both  
   services with feature the story of Jesus’ birth, many Christmas Carols, candles, 
   and the Sacrament of Holy Communion. O, come, let us adore Him!!! 
 
December 26 First Sunday After Christmas 
 
  Scripture: Luke 2: 41-52 & Colossians 3: 12-17 
  Sermon: “The Wonder Child” 
   At the age of 12, Jesus is already teaching at the temple in Jerusalem.  We know 
   very little about Jesus’ developmental years. What must it have been like to be 
   in the presence of such a child?   
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Below are two items from the scrapbook that 

is being made of all the wonderful notes said 

about Pastor Will. 
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Wendy Anderson Markow, Judy Campbell, Dale Clark, Richard Coulthard, Cari Croft, Jean Farris, 

Bob Geisler, Mark Hanks, Diana Jewson, Sally Kruse, Sandy Lewis, John Luepnitz, Janet Luiting, 

Shirley Lyth, Shirley Martin, Shirley Nelson, Eugene Oleson, Hjordis Olson, Cliff & Arlette 

Walker, Ione Watson, and Gaye White 

 

Please keep the families of those who have suffered a loss this year in your prayers during the 

holiday season. 

 

 

 

Continuing Care List 
 

On November 7 we lit a candle in remembrance of five 

church members: Eileen Wolfe, Cecil Flippin, Shirley 

Graves, Dale Kruse, and Charles Weber who have left us. 

  

We also honored loved ones who have moved on by lighting 

a candle for them. 
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October saw income of $10,921.18 and expenses were 

$12,452.90. 

Unrestricted net assets are $15,148.33 

  

Missions: 

WI Bolivia Partnership $1,675.00 

  

Julie Polzin – In for Denny   

  
 

Reading  

by the  
Brook 

 

The Reading by the Brook group for December is Mrs. Miracle by author Debbie 

Macomber. Review of the book follows: “Mrs. Miracle shows an ordinary family 

that they are blessed beyond belief in this uplifting holiday tale from #1 New 

York Times bestselling author Debbie Macomber. With Christmas approaching, 

there appears to be even more to Mrs. Miracle than meets the eye. In a classic 

turn of Debbie Macomber's signature seasonal magic, Laurel, Zach, and Helen 

experience a holiday of heavenly proportions.” 

Our group will be discussing the book and then watching the movie on the 

evening of December 15 at 6 pm.  

Interested readers are welcome to join us for our book discussion. For more 

information contact Kathy Dahlke at (608-295-7623) or rkdahlke@yahoo.com                                                                                                                                                                                         

 

You may pick up your Poinsettias after 
Christmas Eve Service.  
Thank you  
and  
enjoy their beauty. 

Memory Café  
will meet 

10 – 11 AM at Asbury, 4th Wednesday of each month. 

 

Memory Cafes are socially based and include fun learning activities, stories, and/or 
music. The focus is on what we can do, rather than what we can’t do.  
This is a safe, social environment for people interested in keeping their brains 
healthy and those experiencing some memory loss.  
 

This month Memory Café will be talking about “Christmas Sing Along”. 

mailto:rkdahlke@yahoo.com
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Cookie Drive Through 
 

Saturday December 18th 
8:00AM until gone 
 
We Bake for You!   Cookie Variety Packs 
Cookies 
$8.00 per pound 
 

1 lb. & 2 lb. Pre-packed Cartons 
 

 
Sponsored by Milton United Methodist Women 

Milton United 

Methodist Church 

241 Northside Dr., 

Milton, WI 

Once again Asbury will support Lincoln and 

Jackson Elementary schools by delivering hats 

and mittens to them. This is a very real need 

for children to keep warm in the cold months 

ahead. The tree won't be on display until late 

November, but you can drop your donations in 

the bin in the atrium. Thank you for supporting 

these local schools.  
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With grateful hearts we give thanks for your monetary donations for our November Ministry Matters 

focus of our local Rock County Project 16:49,(16 Hours and 49 Minutes: The time between school 

ending one day and starting the next.)  Our December ministry will once again center on Parker High 

School BIG GIVE PROGRAM and our MITTEN TREE collection. We will be giving gift cards and 

monetary donations to the Parker BIG GIVE Program and hats and mittens for Lincoln and Jackson 

Elementary students. Watch for information about gift card and monetary needs of the Parker students 

that will be posted in the Gathering Place bulletin board between the church offices.    

    

   

ASBURY UMC MINISTRY HIGHLIGHT 

                

Ministry Name: Christmas Big Give Program and The Mitten Tree.  

 

Ministry Location: Janesville Parker High School, and Janesville Lincoln, and Jackson 

Elementary schools.                                                                                                                                   

 

Ministry Mission: The 13th Annual Parker High School BIG GIVE is underway! They have 

students that need some assistance for the holiday season. Lincoln and Jackson Elementary 

school need warm mittens and hats for their students during the upcoming winter season.  

 

Ministries Visions: To help local school elementary students stay warm, dry, and healthy 

through the giving of winter mittens and hats. To help provide our Parker High school 

students with additional assistance needs. 

 

Ministries Services: Support of community schools in our neighborhoods helping those in 

need. 

 

We welcome your ideas and invite you to join our next RTC meeting on Monday January 3rd, 

2022, at 6:15 pm. Contact Kathy Dahlke at (608-295-7623) or rkdahlke@yahoo.com  with your 

ideas, suggestions, or questions.                                                                                 

 

 
 

 

Lincoln School has a Family Resource Center. This year they have asked Asbury UMC to help 

with collecting coats and boots for their students and families. Any size winter coat will be 

accepted--new coats and boots or gently used items may be donated. Please leave items in the 

atrium area at Asbury. Thank you for your support! 

 

Coats and Boots 
for 

Lincoln School 
 

mailto:rkdahlke@yahoo.com
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Student 11:   
   A boy he is 17 years of age and basically on his own. He gets great grades in school and 
works almost full time at a local fast-food restaurant. His Dad is in jail for theft/robbery. 
Mom is always in and out of jail due to drugs. Student 11 is one of four children, Oldest two 
of the kids are in jail. Student 11 and his younger brother are both determined to break the 
cycle and have a better life. The younger brother is with a wonderful foster family.  
Things he asked for:  Toiletries, hoodies (m), shirts(m), sweatpants(m), boxers. 
Gift Cards: Walmart, Amazon, Kwik Trip Gas Cards, McDonalds, Taco Bell. Would like a gift 
card for an oil change and any place that offers car products, etc. He just bought a car for 
himself and will need some money for maintaining his car.  
 

 

Student 13: 
A girl. Mom is not in picture, just her dad. Dad works and deals with mental health 
issues. Really struggles to make ends meet. Student 12 works hard at school and is looking 
to go to college next year. She also works part time, but really wants and needs to focus on 
school. 
Things she asked for: Toiletries (pads, tampons, deodorant, body wash), Leggings (XL), 
Sports Bras (XL).  
Gift Cards: Walmart, Target, Ross, 5 Below, Fazoli’s, Culvers. 
 

Student 12: 
   A boy. Dad is not in the picture. It is just him and mom. Mom works but is sick and work is 
not always consistent. Student 12 is a very bright hard working young man.  He goes to 
school, is in sports, clubs, and works a part time job. He likes to shop because he rarely gets 
to buy clothes for himself.  
Things he asked for: Parker Yearbook and gift cards.  
Gift Cards: Ross, Dicks, NIKE, Chick Fil A, Culvers, MOD pizza.  
 
 

Student 14 
   A girl she is 18 years old and on her own. She was homeless, but she now has a very small 
trailer that she is currently living in. She is going to school, working almost full time, and 
trying to live completely on her own. Her place doesn't even have a refrigerator...she is 
using a cooler for perishables.  
Things she asked for:  Mini Fridge to keep perishables.  
Gift Cards: Kwik Trip, Walmart, Woodman’s, Subway, McDonalds, Dairy Queen. 
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NOTE: Monetary contributions and gift cards can be dropped off at church Monday 

through Thursday from 9 a.m. until 11:30 a.m. and from 12:30 p.m. until 3 p.m. 

Checks should be made payable to Asbury UMC and Big Give should be written on 

the memo line. If you are dropping off or mailing gift cards, please include a note 

saying For Big Give. For those dropping off checks or gift cards at church, there will 

be a box in the narthex labeled BIG GIVE.  
 

Student 20 
   A boy. Both parents are out of the picture. This student lives with 
grandma. Student 20 is unable to work due to a disability and he and grandma 
live off grandma's social security. Money is incredibly tight. 
Things he asked for: toiletries, winter gloves.  
Gift Cards: Sentry for food, Pizza Hut, Subway, Walmart, Game Stop to get a 
new video game.  
 
 

Student 24 
   A boy. He lives with his brother and his mom. They are very transient. In and out of local 
homeless shelters and motels. Mom works, but does not make a lot and does not have 
insurance, etc. 
Things he asked for:  School supplies, backpack, Zip up hoodie (3XL) and pull over hoodies 
(3XL), Legos.  
Gift cards: Walmart, Target, Ross, Fazoli’s.  
 

Student 25 
   A girl. She is in 6th grade. Her dad is not in the picture. Mom is in prison. She has lived with 
grandma for the past 4-5 years. Grandma is partially blind and cannot work. They live off her 
disability checks. Grandma recently had a stroke, and the girl has taken on a more 
caretaker role for her grandma. But the student still goes to school every day and does well in 
school and has dreams of going to college.  
Things she asked for:  Leggings (kids 18), no show socks, toiletries. 
Gift cards: Woodman’s, Walmart, Ross and Kohls.  

 

Student 42 
   A girl. Dad is not in the picture. Mom is around, but the student lives and has lived with her 
aunt for the past few years. The Aunt is not well and will be having surgery after 
Thanksgiving. The Aunt thus has not worked for the past couple weeks and will be off for a 
while after her surgery. So, no money is coming in. 
Things she asked for: Backpack, colored pencils, scissors, markers, mechanical pencils, white 
board and markers, leggings(2xl). 
Gift cards: Festival Foods, Walmart, Jimmy Johns.  
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Current Needs: 

Microwave meals, 

Personal hygiene items, 

Canned soup, 

Peanut Butter, 

Toilet paper 

 

Lodging needs are up 149% this year. 

Please consider a cash donation to ECHO this 

holiday season.  

There is another way to contribute to ECHO 

for FREE! That’s right, if you shop on 

Amazon, you can actually have Amazon 

contribute directly to ECHO a portion of your 

purchases, at no cost to you. Do your shopping 

on smile.amazon.com and choose ECHO as 

your charity. Every purchase you make on 

smile.amazon.com generates a donation to your 

charity! It’s that easy! 

 

 

ECHO CHRISTMAS 

DAY DINNER 
From 11 a.m. – 1 p.m. 

Free dinner is open to all 

ECHO provides a free Christmas Dinner 

at St. Williams Church, 1822 Ravine Street, 

Janesville. 

Please call the ECHO office at 608-754-5333 if 

you need 

a volunteer to give you a ride to the meal, 

or if you would like your pre-cooked meal 

delivered to you on Christmas Day. 

 

Christmas Toy Distribution 

Due to COVID-19 and ensuring the safety of our clients, 

volunteers and staff, ECHO  

will be modifying their annual Toy Distribution.  

This year, ECHO is requesting monetary donations or 

gift cards from Blain’s Farm n Fleet. Parents will receive 

a gift card(s) to purchase presents along with a 

prepacked goodie bag full of stocking stuffers and 

holiday cheer for children in need in our community.  

 

Holiday wrapping paper is needed and can also be 

dropped off along with the gift cards.  

Any toy donations will be used for Birthday presents 

throughout the year for children in need.  

Donations accepted now through December 9 at the 

ECHO office, 65 S. High St.  

9am-Noon & 1-4pm, Monday-Thursday, 9am-Noon, 

Friday, or call 754-5333 for appointment to drop off 

donations.  

Last year ECHO provided 429 children with Christmas 

toys.  

ECHO also distributed Christmas trees and decorations 

to 52 families who otherwise would not have been able 

to afford these holiday extras. 

 

Please be a part of our holiday tradition.  

Toy Distribution - Friday, December 10 Snow Day - 

Saturday, December 11  

at ECHO (65 S High Street)  

 

(Preregistration starts from Mon., October 4 at ECHO 

and is required for participation in program. Must bring 

photo ID, current utility bill with a Janesville address, 

and proof of income for the entire household.) 
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UMCS United Methodist Children’s Services of Wisconsin, Inc. 

sent a thank you message, “Words cannot express how grateful we 

are for your donation of $540 on September 30, 2021, through the 

Wisconsin Annual Conference.” The gift will provide affordable 

housing, food, childcare, clothing, and supportive services to those 

working to move out of poverty. 

 

With gratitude, William Schmitt, Executive Director. 

 

  Seeks Local Volunteers 

Agrace is seeking local volunteers to make companionship visits to Rock 
County area hospice patients. No health care experience is needed. 
Schedules are flexible, and free training is provided. Anyone interested 
in volunteering should contact Agrace at (608) 327-7163 or visit 
agrace.org/volunteer to apply online 
 

Agrace Offers Two Virtual Support Groups in December  

In December, grief support specialists from Agrace are offering two virtual 
(accessible with a tablet, computer, or smartphone) grief support groups 
for adults:  
  

• Bridges (virtual) meets online December 8 and 22, from 9:30 a.m. 
to 11 a.m. 

• COVID-19 Loss Group (virtual) meets online December 1, 15 and 
29, from 5:30 p.m. to 7 p.m.  
 

ECHO has partnered with the YMCA to provide 

50 backpacks per week for the next 12 months to 

children in need.  

The backpacks are filled with food. 

 

 

 

http://www.agrace.org/griefgroups
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22  Brian Zeilinger 

 

23  Ione Watson 

 

24  Mark Bakken 

 

24  Debra North 

 

26  Diana Jewson 

 

26  Sherry Wilkerson 

 

31  Winfred Bold 

 

31  Katlyn Luepnitz 

2  Renee Hinkle 

 

3  Steve Whitney 

 

4  Ronda Cass 

 

8  Linda Sailing 

 

10  Sarah Nelson 

 

11  Rogena Andrus 

 

14  Carol Isbell 

 

 

17  Brooke & Cody Thompson 

 

18  Eudoris & Lloyd Peterson 

 

 

26  Donna & Ronald Havens 

 

28  Carol & Don Isbell 

Sunday School Greatness 
A huge THANK YOU!! 

To our Sunday school students who created  

 MASTER PIECES for ECHO’s Thanksgiving distribution. 

They turned out amazing! 

ECHO’s clients truly appreciated the beautiful bags. 
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JOKES 
Why didn’t they play cards on the deck? 

- Because Noah was always standing on the deck. 

-  

When was the first tennis match in the Bible? 
- Joseph served in Pharaoh’s court. 

 

What animal did Noah not trust? 
- Cheetah 

Here we come a Caroling 
1 pm December 12, 2021 

 

Meet here at Asbury to caravan to our homebound 

members, sharing the Christmas Spirit through familiar 

carols. 

 

Live Nativity 
FREE (Drive thru presentation) 

See the Christmas Story come to life! 
Date: December 11th 5 – 8 p.m. 

Location: Cargill United Methodist Church 
2000 Wesley Avenue, Janesville, WI 

 

"It's Official: The 50th Annual Holiday 
Concert at U-Rock!" 

 Wednesday, December 8th, 2021 @ 7:30 p.m. 
 Kirk Denmark Theatre, UW-Rock County 

2909 Kellogg Ave. 
Janesville, Wisconsin 

 Free 
Performances by the U-Rock Concert Band. Donations will be accepted. 
For more information, contact Jeff Suarez at 608-898-5902 

or suarezj@uww.edu. 
 

mailto:suarezj@uww.edu
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 

 

 

 

 1 

 

Asbury 
Charge 

Conference 
@ 5PM 

2 3 4 

 

5 

9-10AM Sunday 
School (Adult & 
Children) 
 
10AM Worship 
Service & 
Communion 

6 

 
7 

10AM 
Stitch 
Group 

8 

Bible Study 
@ 5:30PM 
Location: 

Peggy 
Eggen 
House 

9 

 
10 

 

11 

 

12 

9-10AM Sunday 
School (Adult & 
Children) 
 
10AM Worship 
Service 
 

1PM Christmas 
Caroling 

13 

 
14 

10AM 
Stitch 
Group 

15 

Brook Book 
Club @ 
6:00PM 

 
Bible Study 
@ 5:30PM 
Location: 

Peggy Eggen 
House 

16 

 

17 

 

18 

 

19 

9-10AM Sunday 
School (Adult & 
Children) 
 
10AM Worship 
Service 

20 

 
21 

10AM 
Stitch 
Group 

22 

10AM 
Memory 

Café 
“Christmas 
Sing Along” 

 
Bible Study 
@ 5:30PM 
Location: 

Peggy Eggen 
House 

23 

 

24 

7 & 10 p.m. 

Christmas Eve 

Worship 

Service

 

25 

 

 26 

9-10AM Sunday 
School (Adult & 
Children) 
 
10AM Worship 
Service 

27 

 
28 

10AM 
Stitch 
Group 

29 
 

Bible Study 
@ 5:30PM 
Location: 

Peggy Eggen 
House 

30 31  

* Newsletter articles are submitted to Amy Powell at asburyumc@charter.net 

mailto:asburyumc@charter.net


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Asbury United Methodist Church 

1810 Kellogg Avenue 

Janesville, WI  53546 

 

Email:  asburyumc@charter.net 

608-752-7961 

 

We are on the Web! 

Find us at 

www.asburyumcjvl.org 

 

Join us on facebook at: 

facebook.com/asburyumcjvl 

 

December 2021 


