
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Pastor’s Ponderings 

 

Action at Asbury  

M A R C H  2 0 2 2  

Asbury United Methodist Church, 1810 Kellogg Avenue, Janesville, WI  53546 

Phone:  608-752-7961        Email:  asburyumc@charter.net   

Website:  www.asburyumcjvl.org       facebook.com/asburyumcjvl 

 

The Season of Lent and The Kingdom of God 

Recently, I have been thinking a lot about the kingdom of God (or the kingdom of heaven – I believe 

they are one and the same).  It is a concept which both Jesus’ followers and Jesus’ enemies had a 

difficult time understanding.  Jesus tried to explain it to his disciple’s using parables, but they still 

found themselves a bit confused.  The Pharisees asked him when the kingdom of God would come 

but they had a different kingdom in mind.  Everyone seemed interested in the kingdom, but few could 

grasp what Jesus was talking about when the spoke of it. 

Jesus explained that the kingdom of God is not something that can be observed (Luke 17: 20-21) but 

is instead a collection of principles which shape our attitudes and the way we choose to live our lives.  

These principles reflect the nature of God which, at God’s core, is love.  (1 John 4: 16) It is a life, 

centered on God’s love, that is shared with those around us, building a community of love, 

compassion, acceptance, and servanthood.  While Jesus taught that the kingdom is not something we 

visibly see, like an ancient walled city, it is something we experience when a group of people – maybe 

in a church or in a close-knit community – share these principles, and love and care for one another as 

Jesus envisioned.  So, in a sense, it is “visible” when people live this lifestyle in their routine of daily 

life.   

For me, the kingdom of God and the season of Lent offer a natural connection, for the principles that 

create the kingdom within us require the personal reflection and discipline called for during the 

season of Lent.  Lent is a time of personal examination when we are challenged to identify our short 

comings and work to better our ways by practicing the lessons we learn through the life of Christ. 

This year, at our Wednesday night Lenten services, we will be exploring a sermon series I am 

developing called, “Come, Follow Me: A Journey to the Kingdom of God.”  (See related article on page 

4) I hope that our time together helps each of us develop those “kingdom principles” which bring us 

closer to a life reflecting the life of our Lord.  Principles require practice and the season of Lent serves 

as the Christian’s “spring training.” 

May we grow closer to Jesus and closer to one another as we develop the kingdom of God within us, 

that we might build the church and the community which Jesus envisioned. 

God bless each of us as we grow in our faith. 

Pastor Will    

 

http://www.asburyumcjvl.org/
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March Worship Schedule and Themes 
 

 
March 6 First Sunday of Lent Holy Communion in the pews with Communion Kits 
 
  Scripture: Luke 4: 1-13 & Romans 10: 8b-13 
  Sermon: “Into the Wilderness” 
   After Jesus’ baptism by John in the Jordan, Jesus’ ministry begins in haste.  
   Immediately, he is “thrown into the fire” by being tested and tempted by 
   none other than the devil.  Jesus passes the test by steadfastly focusing on 
   the lessons of Scripture and the devotion he has toward his Father. 
   How might this story help us in times of testing and temptation? 
 
March 13 Second Sunday of Lent 
 
  Scripture: Philippians 3: 14-4:1 & Luke 13: 31-35 
  Sermon: “Standing Firm” 
   Paul urges the Philippians to “stand firm in the Lord” in a time and place when 
   many fall to the Pagan ways around them.  Likewise, Jesus, in the Gospel  
   reading expresses deep sorrow over the evil ways of so many in Jerusalem. 
   We see the same in our world and country today.  What will be our  
   response?  What is our responsibility to others affected by this decay? 
 
March 20 Third Sunday of Lent 
  
  Scripture: Luke 13: 1-9 & Isaiah 55: 1-9 
  Sermon: “You Have One More Chance” 
   Jesus shares a parable about the fig tree which bears no fruit.  The vineyard  
   owner orders it cut down, yet the servant pleads for its life, and it is granted 
   one last chance.  Repentance is important to God and with Jesus we are  
   given that chance we need to turn our lives in the right direction. 
 
March 27 Fourth Sunday of Lent 
 
  Scripture: Luke 15: 1-10 & Luke 15: 11-32 
  Sermon: “The Joy of Finding the Lost” 
   Jesus shares three parables, all coming to the same conclusion.  God celebrates 

 those who repent and return to him.  Our faith is about salvation and new life 
 found in Jesus Christ.  Today we will celebrate that same victory God celebrated 
 when we gave our lives to him.  Might this be the day that you dedicate  
 (Or rededicate) your life to him? 
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For Many Years of Service 

Dear Denny, 
 
On behalf of the Asbury United Methodist Church congregation and 
Staff Parish Relations Committee, I would like to say “Thank You” for 
your dedicated service to your church family over the past 12 years.   
 
As our church’s bookkeeper, you guided us financially as we worked to 
become a fiscally sound congregation once again.  Your careful 
attention to our church’s books – especially during the undertaking of 
the elevator project and the subsequent payoff of our $290,000.00 loan 
– saved us years of interest.  I hope you are proud of your efforts to “find 
money” to payoff this 15-year loan in only 25 months! 
 
You have certainly done your part in guiding Asbury Church through 
some thin years bringing us back to a solid financial foundation. 
 
Thanks again for your dedication and commitment to the Asbury Church 
Family. 
 
Blessings, 
 
Pastor Will Jewson on behalf of the entire Asbury Congregation. 
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Wednesday Night Lenten Services to Resume 

Beginning with Ash Wednesday, March 2, 2022, Asbury Church will once again offer in-person worship 

beginning at 7pm.  These services will follow our Fellowship Hall Soup and Sandwich Meals which will be 

offered at 6pm.  As in pre-pandemic years, the services will be approximately 30 minutes long.   

This Lenten Season, Pastor Will has decided to develop a sermon series he is calling, “Come, Follow Me: A 

Journey to the Kingdom of God.”  The messages will focus on five faith attributes which Jesus and his 

disciples displayed in daily living as they worked in the area of Kingdom building.   

Topics covered will include: 

1) Dedication to God 

2) Servanthood to Others 

3) Unconditional Love and Forgiveness to All 

4) Sharing of the Gospel 

5) Willingness to make Sacrifices  

You are invited to join us as we follow Jesus and build God’s Kingdom. 

 

 

January saw income of $16,271.32 and expenses were 
$14,440.06 
Unrestricted net assets are $22,336.03 
 
 
Thank You For Your Generosity:  Steve Bundy & Julie Polzin, Asbury 
Bookkeeper 
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Reading  

by the  
Brook 

 

Our Asbury Reading by the Brook book group has picked for our March 

conversation, “The Book Woman of Troublesome Creek”, by author Kim 

Michelle Richardson.  

Inspired by the true and historical, blue-skinned people of Kentucky and the 

brave and dedicated Kentucky Pack Horse library service. “The Book Woman 

of Troublesome Creek” showcases a bold and unique tale of the Packhorse 

Librarians in literary novels—a story of fierce strength and one woman’s 

belief that books can carry us anywhere—even back home.  

 

Interested readers are welcome to join us for our book discussion on 

Wednesday evening March 23rd, at 6:30 p.m. at Asbury.  

For more information contact Kathy Dahlke at (608-295-7623) 

rkdahlke@yahoo.com                                                                                                                                                                                                   

 

Thank you to  

 
 

 

The children received free Valentine’s Day Meals for those 12 and under.  

What a sweet and caring gesture from Texas Roadhouse. 

Gifts Men’s Shelter Wish List Items: 

 
Coffee, powdered creamers, sweeteners, Powdered drink mix, Bottled 

water, Napkins, Paper towels, Toilet paper, 50-gallon trash bags, 

Disinfecting cleaning wipes, Backpacks, Mesh laundry bags, Slippers 

(new), Men’s boxers/briefs (new), Men’s clothing (new), Ibuprofen, 

Allergy Medication, Tylenol, Alcohol-free cold medication, Copy paper 

(white and pastel pink, green and yellow), Gloves, Flash drives (8 GB), D 

batteries, and Bike locks. 

 

Can be dropped off at our shelter location, Monday-Friday, 8am to 5pm. 

 

Thank you for your support! 

A Stitch in Time 
Come join this social gathering on Tuesday mornings at 10 AM. We 
meet in the Peace room with our own stitchery project to work on and 
spend an hour or so learning new techniques, sharing ideas, and joining 
in great conversations.  

 

mailto:rkdahlke@yahoo.com
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Memory café is back at Asbury! 

We have the privilege of hosting a meeting place for any persons in 

our community who are interested in keeping their brains healthy as 

well as those experiencing some memory loss.  These social 

gatherings are a fun way to come together in a relaxed, safe 

environment to connect with one another for about an hour.  Staff 

from the ADRC (Aging and Disabilities Resource Center of Rock 

County) lead the group in a variety of interactive 

ways:  conversations, games, sharing of stories, music, trivia, 

reminiscing, or guest speakers.  The focus is always on what we can 

do, rather than what we can’t do.   

If you, a loved one, neighbor or friend would like to participate, 

please join us at Asbury UMC the 4th Wednesday of the Month at 

10:00 AM. Coffee and refreshments are an added bonus.  

 

 

Agrace Offers Two Virtual Support Groups in March 

Agrace is offering two professionally led, virtual (accessible via Zoom with a tablet, computer, 
or smartphone) grief support groups in February.  
 

• Bridges is for adults grieving the death of any loved one. In March, meetings are 
March 2, 16 and 30, from 9:30 a.m. to 11 a.m. Pre-registration is required. 

 

• Spouse/Partner Loss Support Group is a six-week grief support group series for 
adults whose spouse or partners has died. It meets Mondays, March 15 to April 19, 
from 10 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. Pre-registration is required. 

 
These groups meet online and are open to the public. There is no fee for people whose 
family member was in hospice care in the past 12 months; fees for others can be lowered or 
waived, if needed. Pre-registration is required; call (608) 327-7118 with questions or to 
register. 
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RETHINK CHURCH MINUTES   Monday February 7 ,2022 

Attendees: Pastor Will, Mickey Abbott, Kathy Dahlke, Heidi Jensen, Jeff Quaerna, Pat Spors. 

Mickey shared a devotional from the Upper Room titled Never Give Up with a focus on 

perseverance. 

Health Net monetary gifts given in February were gratefully received by the organization. A list 

of continuing current needs is posted on the church narthex board displays. A Health Net donation 

box is in the gathering space for ongoing needs.  

Pastor Will is presently seeking local Gas Station Gift Cards in the amount of $20-$25 dollars for 

his discretionary funding to those in our community who are in need.  

 

Our March Ministry Matters Moments will focus on UMCOR (United Methodist Committee on 

Relief). Compelled by Christ as the humanitarian relief and development arm of The United 

Methodist Church, the United Methodist Committee on Relief assists United Methodists and 

churches to become involved globally in direct ministry to persons in need. 

 

MINISTRY MATTERS MOMENTS                                                                                                                                          

Ministry Location: The General Board of Global Ministries is the worldwide mission, relief, and 

development agency of The United Methodist Church, working with partners and churches in 

more than 130 countries to equip and transform people and places for God’s mission. Global 

Ministries connects the church in mission through the sending of missionaries, evangelism and 

church revitalization, disaster response and recovery led by the United Methodist Committee on 

Relief, and global health. 

 

Ministry Purpose: Connecting the church in mission. 

 

Ministry Vision: The General Board of Global Ministries equips and transforms people and 

places for God’s mission around the world. Our Four Mission Goals 1. Make disciples of Jesus 

Christ; 2. Strengthen, develop, and renew Christian congregations and communities. 3. Alleviate 

human suffering; 4. Seek justice, freedom, and peace. 

 
Ministry Mission Statement: The Mission Theology statement guides Global Ministries’ 

participation in the Mission Dei. The statement frames Global Ministries’ role within the 

denominational mission to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. The 

transforming power belongs to God, and Global Ministries is in mission to witness to what God 

has done and is doing, and to learn from what God is doing in every land where disciples gather in 

the name of Jesus Christ. 
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Judy Campbell, Darlene and Richard Coulthard, LaVita Fanta, Robert Geisler, Marcy 

Gordon, Carol and Don Isbell, Diana Jewson, Shirley Nelson, Hjordis Olson, Lucille 

Osborne, Virginia Scarborough, Ione Watson,  

 

 

Continuing Care List 
 

 Rethink Church Continued… 

 

Global Ministries Strategic Plan: As the mission and humanitarian assistance agency for The 

United Methodist Church, Global Ministries currently facilitates mission in more than 115 countries, 

leading the church’s work in global health. Global Ministries includes the United Methodist 

Committee on Relief, or UMCOR, providing nonsectarian disaster response and sustainable 

development worldwide. To guide its work, the agency has put in place a Strategic Plan for the 

period 2018-21. The context for mission is always changing but with the Strategic Plan, Global 

Ministries looks forward to continuing the work that began 200 years ago, and we trust that God will 

guide our work in the future. We are grateful for your part in the work of Global Ministries and the 

opportunity to be in mission with others. Through mission, we believe The United Methodist Church 

realizes its greatest unity, and through mission and being in mission together, we believe society 

achieves its greatest potential. 

 

 Ministry Needs: Your gifts… Support missionaries who serve in all corners of the globe. Make 

health care accessible to people all over the world. Help churches sustain and expand their ministries. 

Provide material and spiritual relief in the face of disaster – both natural and man-made. Bolster the 

ministries of our partner organizations. Your gift, joined with the gifts of others, makes a significant 

impact in the lives of individuals and communities. And when you give through the Advance, 100% 

of your gift goes to serve others.                                                                                                                                          

   

Our next RTC Meeting will be on March 7th   at Asbury at 5:30 pm. Please note the new time.  

 

 

The Salvation Army for our contributions of $100.00 

on December 9, 2021. 

Global Ministries for our contributions of $299.00 on 

December 31, 2021. 

 

Dave Figi sends his thanks for our wonderful and caring online worship. Our 

worship experiences continue to reach well beyond Asbury Church. 
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ECHO continues to help many in our community.  

Please consider donating items or cash so ECHO can continue its mission 

in our community. 

 

2021 Service Report: 

3,379,211 Meals Provided 

9,292 Nights Provided at Motels 

427 Homeless Outreach Contacts 

399 Months of Rent Provided 

141 Families received Transportation Assistance 

1,106 Children received Easter baskets, school supplies and/or birthday/Christmas Toys 

1,813 Pets Received food 

                                                          

 

Needs: crackers, jam/jelly, boxed meals, canned meats, pancake mix, sugar free food, gluten free 

food, microwavable food, deodorant, toothbrushes, dish soap, shampoo. 

 

Upcoming Events: 

 
March 26 Saturday: 

7p-10p Swing into Spring at the Celtic House at Glen Erin Golf Course Featuring music by 

Ladies Must Swing 

 

April 24 Sunday:  

CROP Walk at Cargill UMC 

 

 

 

 
Asbury’s Baby Bag Outreach 

New moms at Mercy Hospital have been receiving gift bags from Asbury for at least 10 

years. This important outreach from Asbury is looking for a new person to lead this 

program. 

Many years ago, Mary Dowds and her husband, former Asbury members, spearheaded this 

outreach. Mary worked as a nurse at Mercy in the Birthing Unit. She saw that some of the 

new moms needed a little help with diapers/wipes/clothes/blankets for their new babies.  

Gift bags were assembled, and a note attached congratulating the new parents on their gift 

from God. An invitation to join us at church or to visit our website is also included. About 20 

bags a year are delivered to Mercy. 

 If you are interested in leading this outreach program, please reach out to Heidi Jensen for 

information. Hjensen29@yahoo.com or 608 201 6930 

 

mailto:Hjensen29@yahoo.com
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  1 Brian Reece 

4 Maggie Bunderson 

4 Keith Reed 

6 Samuel McGrath 

7 Darlene Flannery 

9 Durelle Brooks 

12 Linda Stevenson 

 

15 Kayla Zeilinger 

15 Kyle Zeilinger 

17 Desiree Laufenberg 

17 Deborah Shapiro 

21 Larry Markow 

28 Sue Larson 

29 Ardis Bender 

30 Ron Scobie 

 

16 Sarah & Stephen Nelson 

16 Diana & Brian Zeilinger 

 

March 13 move 

your clocks 

forward one 

hour. 

 

 

10% Donation Every Sunday from 11 AM to 9 PM.  

Just remember to take in a stamped Asbury Church Slip with the current Sunday Date – these 

will be on the table in the Narthex. 
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Sunday 
 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  
 

1 

 

 

10 am Stitching 

Group 
 

2 

 

 

Soup & 

Sandwich 

6PM 

 

7 pm Lenten 

Service 

3 

 

4 5 

 

6 

9 am Children 

Sunday School 

 

10 am 

Communion 

Worship Service 
 

 

7 

 

 

5:30 pm 

Rethink 

Church 
 

8 

10 am Stitching 

Group 
 

 

9 

Soup & 

Sandwich 

6PM 

 

7 pm Lenten 

Service 

10 

 
11 

 

12 

 

 

 

9AM Jazz Band 

Rehearsal 

13 

 

14 

 
15 

 

 

10 am Stitching 

Group 
 
 

16 

 

Soup & 

Sandwich 

6PM 

 

7 pm Lenten 

Service 

17 

 
 

18 

 

19 

 

20 

 

21 

 
 

22 

 

 

10 am Stitching 

Group 

 

 

23 

10 am 

Memory 

Café’ 

 

Soup & 

Sandwich 

6PM 

 

7 pm Lenten 

Service 

24 

 
 

25 

 
26 

 

 

 

9AM Jazz Band 

Rehearsal 

 27 

9 am Children 

Sunday School 

 

10 am Worship 

Service 

28 

 
29 

 

 

10 am Stitching 

Group 
 
 

30 

 

Soup & 

Sandwich 

6PM 

 

7 pm Lenten 

Service 

 

 

31 
 
 

Bishops Day 
Apart (Pastor 

Will 
attending) 

  

Please submit newsletter articles by the 15th of every month to  

Amy Powell @ asburyumc@charter.net Thank you! 

mailto:asburyumc@charter.net
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Asbury United Methodist Church 

1810 Kellogg Avenue 

Janesville, WI  53546 

 

Email:  asburyumc@charter.net 

608-752-7961 

 

We are on the Web! 

Find us at 

www.asburyumcjvl.org 

 

Join us on Facebook at: 

facebook.com/asburyumcjvl 

 

 

2022 
 


