
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor’s Ponderings 

 

Action at Asbury  
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Asbury United Methodist Church, 1810 Kellogg Avenue, Janesville, WI  53546 

Phone:  608-752-7961        Email:  asburyumc@charter.net   

Website:  www.asburyumcjvl.org       facebook.com/asburyumcjvl 

 

 
PASTOR’S PONDERING 

“Keeping the Easter Joy Alive!” 

“He himself bore our sins in his body on the cross, so that we might die to sins and live for righteousness; by his 

wounds you have been healed.”  - 1 Peter 2: 24 

I am writing this edition of “Pastor’s Pondering” the Monday following our Easter Sunday Service.  Amy Powell, our 

office manager, just popped her head in my office to inform me that we know for sure that we had a minimum of 

119 people in attendance at our Easter Sunday Service!!  How exciting that is for me as your Pastor, to see the 

pews so full!  My bet is that it was exciting for you, too! 

The feedback we received concerning our Easter worship experience was very positive.  The mix of telling the story 

of Jesus’ resurrection through the Scriptures, the sermon, our time of prayer, and all the hymns and songs made 

for a powerful experience of life defeating death.  Hearing these stories bring to life the reality that new life, new 

possibilities, and second chances for each of us are something we all need to hear and hold in our hearts. 

But how do we keep the Easter joy alive?  How do we maintain that special feeling of God’s eternal love and the 

salvation it brings, as we march on through life? 

We all know what is – and has been – happening in the world.  War rages on in Ukraine with no sign that a truce is 

on the horizon.  COVID-19 still looms out there, unfortunately gaining steam again in some parts of the world, and 

yes, even our nation.  There were three mass shootings in the United States over just the past couple days.  I could 

go on and on with that which is sobering, even depressing.  So, how do we keep that Resurrection joy alive? 

Well, I think we need to keep the Good News at the very forefront of our minds.  It needs to be our first thought in 

the morning and the last thought at night.  For in the miracle of Easter, we discover the hope God provides for a 

world with such needs – such problems.  It is the Good News of Easter which fills our tanks and enables us to face 

our tomorrows.  

When we come to church each Sunday morning, it is my desire to offer you that very hope in light of Christ’s 

Resurrection.  Our United Methodist Book of Worship reminds us that “Sundays are always little Easters.”  I like 

that thought!  “Sundays are always little Easters” because our main objective is to praise our Living Savior and 

draw close to him and the love, hope, joy, and peace he offers.  Yes, we acknowledge all the pain and suffering in 

the world, and we will passionately pray about it.  But most importantly, we will grow the faith we each need to 

press on in the power of our God.  

Keep that Easter Joy Alive!  

Blessings, 

Pastor Will  

 
 

 

http://www.asburyumcjvl.org/
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May Worship Schedule and Themes 
 
 

May 1  Third Sunday of Easter  10am Worship with Holy Communion in the pews. 
 
  Scripture: John 21: 1-19 & Psalm 30 
  Sermon: “Fish Stories” 
   Upon his Resurrection, Jesus appears to his disciples for a third time, this  
   time as the disciples were fishing, albeit unsuccessfully.  When Jesus gets  
   involved, they are blessed with an abundant catch.  Is the Risen Savior involved 
   in the day-to-day activities of your life?  See what a difference he makes.  
 
May 8  Fourth Sunday of Easter  10am Worship Mother’s Day 
 
  Scripture: John 10: 22-30 & Psalm 23 
  Sermon: “Listening to the Shephard’s Voice” 
   The Pharisee’s would not – could not – acknowledge Jesus’ Messiahship. 
   They refused to believe what he taught and the signs by which he was  
   revealing his Lordship.  All it takes is “simple belief” to recognize the voice 
   of the Great Shephard.  Discover what it takes to truly listen. 
 
May 15 Fifth Sunday of Easter  10am Worship  
 
  Scripture: Acts 11: 1-18 & Revelation 21: 1-6 
  Sermon: “Dinner’s On. Let’s Eat” 
   Peter has a vision that challenged much of what he held sacred as an 
   observant Jew for so very long.  The ancient dietary laws were gone by 
   an act of God.  What does this story teach us about restrictions our faith 
   may have placed on us?  Discover real freedom that comes with faith. 
 
May 22 Sixth Sunday of Easter  10am Worship 
 
  Scripture: Genesis 2: 4-25 & Revelation 21: 10,22 – 22:5  
  Sermon: “Bible Bookends” 
   Our Bible tells many important stories, but all these stories become the  
   roadmap from the Garden of Eden to the New Jerusalem.  Discover how 
   Paradise Lost becomes Paradise Found, all at the hands of our God. 
 
May 29 Seventh Sunday of Easter – Ascension Sunday  Praise Band Sunday 
 
  TBD – Pastor Will is on vacation. 
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United Methodist Women (UMW) is the largest denominational faith organization for women with 

approximately 800,000 members.  UMW has existed for 150 years, with 25 name changes and is now 

undergoing a facelift to grow with the times. Our new name is United Women in Faith.  

The founding principles and vision remains the same: seeking to connect and nurture women through 

spiritual formation, leadership, creative fellowship, and education to inspire, influence and impact local 

and global communities.  

Now with access to technology a web page is in place with resources where today’s women can gather for 

faith, connect in sisterhood and take action to promote and empower the needs of woman, children and 

youth worldwide.  

Turning faith, hope and love into action happens through involvement in workshops, reading programs, 

webinars, podcasts, spiritual growth, social justice campaigns and community gatherings. 

Milton, Cargill, and Mt Zion UMC’s each have a UMW unit that you may be a part of.  

Now you can also join a group online and stay connected through Facebook. 

The new website is a new way to share our mission story.   

http://www.uwfaith.org/ 

uwfaith.org       

Check out the free online March/April Response Magazine to learn more.  

 

Global Ministries, The United Methodist Church  

 

Gifts that supported: 

 

Vehicles for Evangelization, Social Service, and Other Church Needs - $1,200.00 

Red Bird Mission - $1,305.00 

 

Our Total Gift Amount: $2,505.00 

Shred Days 
Janesville: Saturday June 11 from 9 am to Noon  

and Saturday October 22 from 9 - Noon 

Location:  2701 Rockport Rd (Old Moose Lodge) 

 

Milton: Saturday June 25 from 9 am to Noon. 

http://www.uwfaith.org/
http://uwfaith.org/
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A MISSION TRIP FOR ADULTS! 

Our Whitewater Area Regional Ministry (WARM) is organizing a Volunteer in Mission trip to 

Midwest Mission Distribution Center (MMDC) in August (15-19). 

We carpool there on Monday and return on Friday morning (approximate 4 ½ hour drive).  We 
stay in their dorm, which has a great meeting room as well as a kitchen.  We work in their warehouses 

Tuesday – Thursday and enjoy meals in the dorm.  In the evening, we enjoy playing games, working 
jigsaw puzzles, reading, chatting, taking walks, etc.  Our group is limited to 25 people. 

Our work could be anything from packing flood buckets to assembling school kits to dismantling 

old wooden school gym bleachers to make school desks – jobs you can do while sitting down to jobs 
where you are taking hidden screws out of old bleachers (which way is “Lefty Losey” when you are 
upside down?).  You get to work with old friends and new friends while making a difference in lives all 

over the world.  

SIGN UP NOW to be a missionary for a week! 

If you think you might like to go, send me an email (Mary Anne Gerlach, gerlaj@gmail.com), and 
I will send you an email with an attachment containing more detailed information and a registration form 

to return with a $20 reservation fee.  The approximate total cost is $115 – half of it is due by June 6, and 

the rest is due by August 8.  We hope the worst of the pandemic will be passed by then.   

If you have a friend, you think might be interested, please feel free to share this email. 

 

  

mailto:gerlaj@gmail.com
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  During our Easter Service we displayed 
 Lilies, Mums, Daffodils, and Hyacinth  

for those in Memory and in Honor of. 
 

  

Easter Flowers 
 

Given by Mary Quaerna  

Given by Phil & Artie Zumstein 

Given by Deb & Jeff North in Memory of Ginny Spors 

Given by Jean Farris in Memory of Son Rocky, 

Daughter Carla and Farris home 

Given by Cheryl and Mike Woods in Memory of 

Connie & Don Brick, Bev & Gerry Woods 

Given by Russ & Kathy Dahlke in Honor of family 

Given by Durelle Brooks in Memory of Gerald (Pat) 

Given by Bob & Marj Banner 

Given by Vi DeRemer in Honor of Our Nation, in 

Memory of family & friends who have passed. 

Given by Mark McKinney in in Memory of William A. 

McKinney 

Given by Dawn Cresswell in Memory of  

Ron Cresswell Jr. 
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Activity Survey 
Ideas for things we can do together again. 

Activities      Place a tally mark here 

Asbury to go  

Baking  

Card Making  

Cleaning  

Concerts  

Devotionals  

Landscaping  

Letter Writing  

Phone Contacts  

Quilting  

Stitching Group  

Visiting homebound  

Walking Group  

 
Blanks below you may write something in if 
there is something else you would like to add. 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

  

  

Please take this page from your newsletter and either mail it in or you may call the office to let 

Amy know what you would like added to the Activity Sheet here at church. We will keep the 

Activity sheet up the whole month of May. 
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Maundy Thursday 

Good Friday 

Easter Sunday 
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March saw income of $12,289.73 and expenses were 
$11,264.50 
Unrestricted net assets are $27,708.81 
Missions Paid:  
Health Net - $1,205.00 
 
Thank You for Your Generosity:  Steve Bundy, Asbury Bookkeeper 

 

Reading  

by the  
Brook 

 

 I Opened a Book “I opened a book and in I strode. Now nobody 
can find me. I’ve left my chair, my house, my road, my town, and 
my world behind me. I’m wearing a cloak, I’ve slipped on the ring, 
I’ve swallowed the magic potion. I’ve fought with a dragon, dined 
with a king, and dived in a bottomless ocean. I opened a book and 
made some friends. I shared their tears and laughter and followed 
their road with its bumps and bends. To the happily ever after. I 
finished my book and out I came. The cloak can no longer hide me. 
My chair and my house are just the same, But I have a book inside 
me.”  

_ Julia Donaldson 

 
Our Asbury Reading by the Brook Group wanted to share the above 

reading that Pam Haas came across and shared with our readers. 
Kathy made a bookmark of it for each in our group. So here we go as 
we stride into May beginning our reading and discussion as well. We 

will share Fredrik Backman’s book Anxious People “From the #1 New 

York Times bestselling author of A Man Called Ove and “writer of 

astonishing depth” (The Washington Times) comes a poignant 
comedy about a crime that never took place, a would-be bank robber 

who disappears into thin air, and eight extremely anxious strangers 
who find they have more in common than they imagined. 
 

Interested readers are welcome to join us for our book discussion on 
Wednesday evening May 18 @ 6:30 pm at Asbury. For more 

information contact Kathy Dahlke at (608-295-7623) 
rkdahlke@yahoo.com                                                                                                                                                                                                    

 

Memory Café 

 

Memory Café provides social gatherings which are a fun way to come 

together in a relaxed, safe environment to connect with one another for 

about an hour. 

Staff from the ADRC (Aging and Disabilities Resource Center of Rock 

County) lead the group in a variety of interactive ways: conversations, 

games, sharing of stories, music, trivia, reminiscing, or a guest speaker. 

The focus is always on what we can do, rather than what we 

can’t do. 

If you, a loved one, neighbor or friend would like to participate, please 

join us at Asbury UMC the 4th Wednesday of the Month at 10:00 AM. 

Coffee and refreshments are a bonus. 

 

mailto:rkdahlke@yahoo.com
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The Men’s GIFTS Shelter has had a lower number of men coming into 

the shelter during the Covid period. Jeff is currently on emergency call 

if needed meals are low. It was suggested that Asbury take a week of 

sharing meals at the shelter in the upcoming months of May, June, or 

July. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
in 24 hours for patients, families, and clients. We are overwhelmed by 
this outpouring of support!  

A Mother’s Day hymn 

 

CROP WALK 2022 

We raised a total of $2,143.00 

Way to help everyone!! 
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April Ministry Matters was our local CROP Walk where members of our congregation raised funds to help 

neighbors near and far get the meals they need for today and sustainable food security for tomorrow. 

Thank you to the Asbury walkers and Asbury congregants that raised funds to help with local hunger 

concerns through ECHO. Our May Ministry Matter moments will focus on Midwest Mission Distribution 

Center. “DO ALL THE GOOD YOU CAN, BY ALL THE MEANS YOU CAN, IN ALL THE WAYS YOU 

CAN, IN ALL THE PLACES YOU CAN, AT ALL THE TIMES YOU CAN, TO ALL THE PEOPLE YOU 

CAN, AS LONG AS EVER YOU CAN.”- JOHN WESLEY   

Pastor Will is continuing to receive funding of our local KWIK Trip Gift Cards. He has currently updated 

a policy for the Gas Cards program. It includes a once-a-month limit per person of one twenty-dollar Gas 

Gift Card. The card must be handed out face to face to each individual person. 

MINISTRY MATTERS MOMENTS 

Ministry Name: Midwest Mission Distribution Center 

Ministry Location: Physical Address: 1022 New City Road Chatham, IL 62629  
          Mailing Address: PO Box 56 Chatham, IL 62629 

          Phone: 217-483-7911  

Ministry Start Date: Construction began in October of 1999 and opened for ministry in the year 
2000. 

Midwest Mission Distribution Center: Phone: 217-483-7911  

For general inquires email: office@midwestmissiondc.org  

Website: www.midwestmissiondc.org  Facebook: ww.facebook.com/Midwest mission  

Instagram: www.instagram/Midwest-mission 

Ministry Purpose: MMDC is a caring ministry related to the Illinois Great Rivers Conference and 

the North Central Jurisdiction of the United Methodist Church. MMDC is also a cooperating depot 
in the UMCOR Relief Supply Network as of 2010. MMDC provides opportunities for individuals 

and groups from all walks of life, denominational backgrounds, abilities, and ages to help provide 
disaster relief kits and resources as well as educational and medical supplies to those in need both 
locally and internationally. MMDC offers a “hands on” mission experience. 

Ministry Vision: MMDC can carry out its mission thanks to the support and commitment of 
volunteers and donors. Won’t you join us? 

Ministry Mission Statement: The mission of the Midwest Mission Distribution Center is to 
compassionately help God’s people in need locally, nationally, and around the world and to offer a 
center to fulfill the call for service to our neighbors in Christ’s name. 

Ministry Needs: Volunteers and donors are vital to the mission of MMDC. MMDC is a non-profit 
organization and receives 100% of its funding from private donors. MMDC works solely on the 

kindness and generosity of individuals, families, churches, organizations, and communities. The 
work done at MMDC could not be done by the staff members alone. MMDC thrives because there is 

a constant stream of individuals and groups that want to be a part of this ministry and who choose to 
come and serve. 
We welcome your ideas and invite you to join our next RTC meeting on Monday May 2nd, 2022, at 

5:30 pm. 
Contact Kathy Dahlke at (608-295-7623) or rkdahlke@yahoo.com  with your ideas, suggestions, or 

questions. 

http://www.midwestmissiondc.org/
mailto:rkdahlke@yahoo.com
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2 Pat Spors 
 
4 Karen Nelson 

 
7 Bob Miller 

 
8 Kathy Dahlke 

 
8 Joyce Peters 
 

9 Marilyn Waldsmith 
 

10 Brooke Thompson 
 

13 Ron Cresswell III 
 
13 Owen Peters 

 

 
16 Braxton Phillips 
 

20 Jaicy Campbell 
 

22 Larry Burns 
 

25 Don Isbell 
 
25 Lois Symons 

 
26 Dale Clark 

 
27 Lloyd Peterson 

 
30 Julie Polzin 

 

 

14 Amy Powell 
 

15 Elizabeth Waite 
 

15 Mike White 

 

6 Tina & Mark Bakken 
 
11 Desiree & Jason Laufenberg 

 
19 Diane & Steve Bundy 

 

23 Shelly & Mark Wheaton 

 
27 Deborah & Marc Shapiro 
 

28 Peggy & Hans Eggen 
 

29 Sue & Robin Bent 
 

29 Nonie & Skip Reed 
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Darlene and Richard Coulthard, LaVita Fanta, Robert Geisler, Carol and Don Isbell, 

Diana Jewson, Shirley Nelson, Hjordis Olson, Lucille Osborne, Virginia Scarborough, 

Ione Watson. 

 

Continuing Care List 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 

 

9AM Sunday School 

10 AM Sunday 

Service 

w/Communion 

2 

 

RTC @ 

5:30pm 

3 

 

10 AM 

Stitching 

Group 
 

4 5 

 

6 7 

 

8 

 

9 AM Sunday School 

10 AM Sunday 

Service 

 

9 

 
10 

 

10 AM 

Stitching 

Group 

 

11 

 
12 

 
13 

 

14 

Rehearsal: 

Jazz 9 AM 

Praise 10 AM 

15 

 

9AM Sunday School 

10 AM Sunday 

Service 

16 

 
17 

 

10 AM 

Stitching 

Group 
 

18 

 
19 

 

20 

 

21 

 
22 

 

9AM Sunday School 

10AM Sunday 

Service 

23 

 
24 

 

10 AM 

Stitching 

Group 
 

25 

 

10 AM 

Memory 

Cafe 

26 
 

27 

 
28 

 

Rehearsal: 

Jazz 9 AM 

Praise 10 AM 

29 

 

9 AM Sunday 

School 

10 AM Sunday 

Service 

30 

 

31 

 

10 AM 

Stitching 

Group 
 

    

       

May        2022

  

Please submit newsletter articles by the 15th of every month  

to Amy at Asburyumc@charter.net   

Thank you! 
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Asbury United Methodist Church 

1810 Kellogg Avenue 

Janesville, WI  53546 

Email:  asburyumc@charter.net 

608-752-7961 

We are on the Web! 

Find us at 

www.asburyumcjvl.org 

Join us on Facebook at: 

facebook.com/asburyumcjvl 

 

May 

2022 


