
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Pastor’s Ponderings 

 

Action at Asbury  

S E P T E M B E R  2 0 2 2  

Asbury United Methodist Church, 1810 Kellogg Avenue, Janesville, WI  53546 

Phone:  608-752-7961        Email:  asburyumc@charter.net   

Website:  www.asburyumcjvl.org       facebook.com/asburyumcjvl 

 

“God saw all that he had made, and it was very good.” – Genesis 1: 31a 

 

As I write this column, I am preparing for what I believe will be an experience of a lifetime.  

Shortly, I will be traveling with a group of folks (some who are part of the Asbury Church Family) 

to the Grand Canyon to embark on a seven-day whitewater rafting trip down the Colorado River.  

We will travel 188 miles upon the river at the base of the canyon, with stops along the way for 

hiking, resting, and soaking in the beauty of God’s creation.  I can only imagine what lies ahead, 

spending seven days and six nights under the sun and stars with no connection to the outside world.  

(We are told that there is no cellphone service which works at the bottom of the canyon!  The guides 

carry one satellite phone to call out in the event of a major emergency.) 

I head out on this trip with a few goals in mind.  

First, to get a bit of rest.  I love ministry.  It is the most fulfilling and rewarding “job” on earth, but it 

is non-stop and tiring.  I look forward to no cell service for a bit and no emails and other 

technologies.   

Secondly, I look forward to communing with nature.  I have only been to the Grand Canyon once.  

Diana and I hiked half-way down and back up again, but I’ve never been all the way down to the 

base of the canyon.  I want to soak it all in.    

And thirdly, I want to be spiritually inspired as I have been in the past when we’ve spent time in the 

Rocky Mountains and the Swiss Alps.  These are remote places where the majesty of God’s creation 

is overwhelmingly powerful.   

I hope to share my spiritual experiences with each of you when I return.  I hope to bring you a 

message called “Canyons and Rivers: Experiencing the Mighty Works of God’s Hand.”  I pray that 

the Spirit inspires!  I trust that the Spirit will inspire, indeed! 

May each of us feel God’s presence in the beauty and wonder of God’s creation. 

 

Blessings, 

 

 

Pastor Will   

 

http://www.asburyumcjvl.org/
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Worship Schedule and Themes 
 
 
 
September 4  Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost 10am Worship with Holy Communion 
 

   Pastor Stan Curtis will lead our live worship service. 
 
September 11  Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
 
   Scripture: Genesis 1: 1 – 2: 3 
   Sermon: “Canyons and Rivers: Experiencing the Mighty Works of God’s Hand” 

Pastor Will will share the spiritual impact of his recent trip to the Grand 
Canyon and the Colorado River. 

 
September 18  Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
 
   Scripture: Luke 16: 1-13 & 1 Timothy 2: 1-7 
   Sermon: “God Knows Our Hearts” 
    The parable of the Shrewd Manager challenges us to strive for a purity 

    of our hearts.  What is it that we value most?  Do we have our priorities 
in line with those of Jesus?  It is always good to look within with honesty 
and repentance.  

 
September 25  Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
 
   Scripture: 1 Timothy 6: 6-19 & Psalm 91: 1-6, 14-16 
   Sermon: “Fighting the Good Fight” 
    Christianity can be quite demanding.  It asks of us to pursue  

righteousness, godliness, faith, love, endurance, and gentleness, but the 
rewards are treasures which are eternal.  We will study what Paul  

    teaches his young “son” in faith about the treasure we lay up for 
    ourselves and others. 
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Asbury To Go 

Date: December 8, 2022 

Location: The Fireside in Fort Atkinson 

Price: $78 (if we have 18+ people) 

Deadline is September 25, 2022, to sign-up 
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Memory Café The Special Days of September: 

American Adventures and the Gold Rush. 
DATE: September 28 

TIME: 10 AM 

 

September will be American Artist appreciation and if there is 

time, a discussion about social wellness. 

  

 

Reading  

by the  
Brook 

 

Reading by the Brook book discussion group will hold a picnic meal 

at the Dahlke’s home. We will distribute our September book at that 

time. The book is ‘The 1-and-A-Million Boy’ by Monica Wood.  

The story of your life never starts at the beginning. Don't they teach you 

anything at school?   

So, says 104-year-old Ona to the 11-year-old boy who's been sent to help her 

out every Saturday morning.  

As he refills the bird feeders and tidies the garden shed, Ona tells him about 

her long life, from first love to second chances.  

Soon she's confessing secrets she has kept hidden for decades.  

One Saturday, the boy doesn't show up.  

Ona starts to think he's not so special after all, but then his father arrives on her 

doorstep, determined to finish his son's good deed.  

The boy's mother is not so far behind.  

Ona is set to discover that the world can surprise us at any age, and that 

sometimes sharing a loss is the only way to find ourselves again.   

Interested readers are welcome to join us. For more information 

contact Kathy Dahlke at (608-295-7623) rkdahlke@yahoo.com                                    

 

 

We will meet every 

Wednesday from 10-11:30 AM 

beginning September 7th. 

 

All are welcome! 
 

mailto:rkdahlke@yahoo.com
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We give thanks for your generous gifts to Project 16:49 in August, also, for Salem the 

student of the month with Project 16:49. Our September focus will be on a UMC Global 

Missionary, Trobby Kandala.  

Ministry Name: Board of Global Ministries 

Ministry Contact Person: Trobby Kandala 

Ministry Start Date: Trobby Kandala is a Global Mission Fellow (International) with the 

United Methodist General Board of Global Ministries, engaged in a two-year term of 

service. He is part of the 2021-2023 Global Mission Fellow cohort. 

Ministry Description: The Global Mission Fellows program takes young adults ages 20-

30 out of their home environments and places them in new contexts for mission 

experience and service. The program has a strong emphasis on faith and justice. Global 

Mission Fellows become active parts of their new local communities. They connect the 

church in mission across cultural and geographical boundaries. They grow in personal and 

social holiness and become strong young leaders working to build just communities in a 

peaceful world. 

Ministry Involvement: Trobby is an active youth member of Ikelenge Jerusalem United 

Methodist Parish in Kitwe, Zambia. The church is part of the Zambia Annual Conference. 

He earned a Bachelor of Science degree in agribusiness management from Africa 

University, Zimbabwe. “I have seen the work of God through mission and volunteer 

work,” Trobby said. “I grew up at Mujila Falls, where I saw how God can transform 

people’s lives through mission work. My life, too, was transformed.” The core of the 

Christian life, Trobby believes, is simply to come home and be in the presence 

of God. “As my faith has grown and matured,” he said, “I have been profoundly 

influenced by this truth. I believe that the core of my Christian faith is not about right 

behavior or right doctrine (although both are valuable) but, instead, right identity and right 

relationship to know myself as a child of God and to let myself be loved by God.”  

Today Trobby’s faith plays out in a variety of ways. “I am good friends with different 

people,” Trobby said, “who include artists, teachers and many more, and I see Jesus in all 

of them. In everything, I do my best to set my sights on home where my Father is waiting 

to embrace me and remind me that I am his child.”  

Ministry Current Needs: Monetary donations are essential to grow in Trobby’s missionary 

service to those in need.  

We welcome your ideas and invite you to join our next RTC meeting on Monday 

September 12th, 2022, at 5:30 pm. Contact Kathy Dahlke at (608-295-7623) or 

rkdahlke@yahoo.com  with your ideas, suggestions, or questions.                                                                                 

  
 

 

mailto:rkdahlke@yahoo.com
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Continuing Care List 

Darlene and Richard Coulthard, LaVita Fanta, Robert Geisler, Carol 

and Don Isbell, Diana Jewson, Shirley Nelson, Hjordis Olson, Lucille 

Osborne, Virginia Scarborough, Ione Watson. 

 

July saw income of $10,936.96 
Expenses were $7,360.98 
Unrestricted net assets are $34,218.14 
  
Missions: 
 ECHO –$4,115.00 
 
Thank You For Your Generosity:  Steve Bundy, 
Asbury Bookkeeper 

 

September 2022 ECHO  
 

Upcoming ECHO Events: 
October 22 – Empty Bowls to go, orders will be taken prior to the 

event and frozen soups will be available for pick up. 

 

ECHO Needs:  Rice, Hormel Completes, Hamburger Helper, Peanut 

Butter & Jelly, Motel Single Serve Foods, Bottled Water, Dish Soap, 

Laundry Soap, Shampoo, and Conditioner. 

 

 

Thank you to Heidi Jensen for her lovely $2,000 

matching gift to ECHO. This gave us a total of 

$4,115 that we will send to ECHO!! 

 

What a blessed month. 
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Put September 15 at 6:30 PM on your calendar. 

Here’s an opportunity to gather and be the hands of Christ in action!  

Can you iron, cut, or sew a straight line?  

Maybe you have an eye for design and color coordination?  

These are all talents needed to complete projects for mission, for our bazaar, or to 

create new banners for worship right here at church.   

Put September 15 at 6:30 on your calendar.  

Julie Hubbard (Cargill) and Lynn Heiman (Milton) will share what their 

sewing/quilting groups are doing at these churches.  

Bring ideas to discuss future projects, best times to gather, 

and excitement for this new ministry. 

  

SANCTUARY VACUUM VOLUNTEER 

  

We are pleased to have George Stone volunteer for the Sanctuary 

vacuuming. He will be caring for the carpet needs every other week. If 

you are interested in taking part in sharing this task, please contact Kathy 

Dahlke (608-295-7623) to volunteer or for more information. 

 

TRUSTEE UPDATE 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

Asbury Church Trustee Committee are in the process of planning for the much overdue 

Parsonage maintenance. 

Most of the main floor furniture has been moved to the parsonage basement level at this time. 

The old flooring has been removed and the new flooring is being installed during Pastor Will’s 

vacation at the very end of August.  

The painting of the parsonage ceiling and walls will begin in September.  

The church parking lot will also be completed in September. This work will be done by Yoss 

Construction.  
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Our September focus will be on a UMC Global Missionary, Trobby Kandala. 

You can read all about him in our Rethink Church Section. 

Get ready to share your talents. 

Asbury is looking to host our craft fair in March of 2023.  We will 

look at a specific date at a later time, but we wanted to get the word 

out for everyone to start their creative projects for a spring show.   

 

Hear ye!    Hear ye! 

Calling all ladies! 

Covenant Guild to begin again. 

This is an invitation to all ladies to gather together for 

breakfast on the second Wednesday each month.  

We enjoy visiting and getting to know each other 

better.  

 If you will be joining us, please contact: 

 Lois McKinney at 608-201-7042  

 by text or phone to be added to the reservation. 
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Student of the Month 

 

Asbury UMC has been a strong supporter of Project 16:49 which serves Rock County’s unaccompanied 

homeless teens.  Now we’ll all get an “up close and personal” look at an individual student each month 

and learn their current needs.  Please consider a donation to support Salem as he continues his life 

journey. 

 

"While here [Project 16:49 transitional living home], not everyone progresses at the same pace. It is 

amazing, the patience and tolerance the program and staff have...allowing us the time we need to grow 

and make changes to improve ourselves and our lives. I, myself, have greatly benefited from this 

patience and tolerance. I appreciate all of the support I've gotten here. Without it, I would not be where I 

am today."  - Salem  

 

Salem was a high school Junior and just turning 17 when he found himself homeless. Thankfully, his 

high school counselor referred him to Project 16:49, and he was able to move into our transitional living 

home. He has struggled with a number of issues stemming from the abuse and trauma he experienced as 

a child and adolescent and has worked hard to take control of his life and move forward. Watching him 

find his voice and begin to flourish has been incredible. Today, Salem provides a great example for 

other residents:  making positive lifestyle choices, getting his driver’s license, buying a car, doing his 

chores and helping around the house, graduating high school, and learning key independent living skills. 

 

Salem is very bright, sincere, creative and passionate. He is a great cook (everything from Italian 

wedding cookies to ramen bowls with homemade broth), an avid reader and learner, and likes to engage 

in lively debates on a diverse range of topics - especially politics and economics. This summer he is 

working and saving money as he prepares to start a new chapter of his life - college! 

 

Salem will be attending UW-River Falls this fall and plans to become a history teacher so he can make 

an impact and inspire future generations. Salem and all of us at Project 16:49 appreciate your support in 

ensuring he has the things he needs as he transitions to college and dorm life. We asked him to create an 

Amazon wish list, which can be found 

here:  https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/3P75YMDXSZN6J?ref_=wl_share  

 

Other items that would be helpful: 
 power strip/surge protector 

Command strips and poster tack to hang things 

hand vacuum 

sketch book 

 

Gift Cards from: 
Kwik Trip,  

Walmart 

Culvers 

Jimmy John's 

Domino's Pizza 

have locations in River Falls / Hudson.   

https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/3P75YMDXSZN6J?ref_=wl_share


 10 

 

 

  

Steve Bundy, Addison Viken, Diane Bundy, Abbi 

Christman, Dawn Bundy, Rob and Collin Bonaguidi 
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23 Bill Doubleday 

 

23 Joan Tiffany 

 

25 Diane Bundy 

 

26 Garrett Sanwick 

 

27 Hjordis Olson 

 

27 Sylvia Wepking 

 

29 Lloyd Coulthard 

 

29 Layton Phillips 

 

29 Herb Polzin 

1 Bonnie Nagler & John Brikowski  9 Bunny & Bob Miller 14 Kari & Charles Campbell  

 

25 Leigh-Ann & Patrick Waite 29 Julie & Mark Polzin 

 

4 Mary Quaerna 

 

6 Raymond Stafford 

 

9 Tamara Kuehne 

 

13 Gloria Osborn 

 

15 Mike Diers 

 

15 Eugene Oleson 

 

17 Holly Havens 

 

18 Tim Schwenn 

 

19 Bonnie Nagler 

 

20 Lynn Curtis 

September 11th 

GRANDPARENTS DAY 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 

   1 

 
2 

 
3 

 

4 

 

10 AM Worship 

Service & 

Communion 

w/Stan Curtis 

5 

OFFICE 

CLOSED 

6 

 

 

6:30 PM 

Reading by 

the Brook  

 

7 

 

Stitching 

Group @ 

10 AM 

8 

 

9 10 

Brooke & 

Cody 

Thompson 

Baby Shower 

 

9 AM Jazz 

Band 

Practice 

 

10 AM Praise 

Band 

Practice 

11 

9 AM Children 

Sunday School 

 

10 AM Worship 

Service 

 

12 

 

RTC  

@ 5:30 PM 

13 

 

Men’s 

Breakfast @ 

8:30 AM @ 

Eagle Inn 

14 

 

Covenant 

Guild 

 @ 8 AM  

Location: 

Eagle Inn 

Stitching 

Group @ 

10 AM 

15 

 

 

16 

 

17 

 

18 

9 AM Children 

Sunday School 

 

10 AM Worship 

Service 

19 

 

20 

 

21 

 

Stitching 

Group @ 

10 AM 

22 

 

23 24 

 

9 AM Jazz 

Band 

Practice 

 

10 AM Praise 

Band 

Practice 

 25 

9 AM Children 

Sunday School 

 

10 AM Worship 

Service  

 

26 

 

27 28 

10 AM 

Memory 

Café 

Stitching 

Group @ 

10 AM 

29 30  

 

* Newsletter articles are submitted to Amy Powell at asburyumc@charter.net 

 

mailto:asburyumc@charter.net
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September 2022 

Asbury United Methodist Church 

1810 Kellogg Avenue 

Janesville, WI  53546 

 

Email:  asburyumc@charter.net 

Phone:  608-752-7961 

 

We are on the Web! 

Find us at 

www.asburyumcjvl.org 

 

Join us on Facebook at: 

facebook.com/asburyumcjvl 

 


