
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Pastor’s Ponderings 

 

Action at Asbury  

M A R C H  2 0 2 3  

Asbury United Methodist Church, 1810 Kellogg Avenue, Janesville, WI  53546 

Phone:  608-752-7961        Email:  asburyumc@charter.net   

Website:  www.asburyumcjvl.org       facebook.com/asburyumcjvl 

 

“What are you giving up for Lent?” was a question I heard many of my friends ask one 

another as we rode the bus to school those many years ago.  The bus I was on was one that 

picked up not only those of us attending Lomira Public School but also those kids attending St. 

Paul’s Lutheran School in Brownsville and St. Mary’s Catholic School in Lomira.  As a grade-

schooler I was always intrigued by my Catholic friends asking this question of each other 

during Lent.  I found it curious that they ate no meat on Fridays and were always “giving up” 

something – chocolate, gum, candy – you name it, during this holy season. 

Being United Methodist, I found these customs a bit odd.  No one I was aware of at my 

church was “giving up” anything I knew of.  Yet my Catholic friends were very intentional 

about maintaining this ritual and seemed to feel quite guilty when they broke their vow and 

snuck a Tootsie Roll or a piece of Juicy Fruit during those 40 days of self-denial. 

As an adult, I have developed much more respect for the practice of self-denial and 

personal piety during these days of Lent.  For they offer us a special opportunity to become 

more focused and aware of what lies ahead – the Passion of our Lord – as Jesus journeys to the 

cross on our behalf, suffering and dying in our place, so that we might have the opportunity to 

be reunited once again with our Holy and Pure God. 

If you have not taken the opportunity to put into place a special “Holy Habit” which 

might become important to your spiritual life, I challenge you (and myself) to do just that.  

Your “Holy Habit” might be one of developing a better discipline of spirituality.  This might 

take the form of a more disciplined prayer life.  It might take the form of setting aside a 

particular time of Bible reading and study each day.   

I hope that your “Holy Habit” during Lent will include Wednesday Night Lenten 

Services.  Join us for a meal at 6pm and worship at 7pm. 

The purpose of “Holy Habits” is simply to become closer to God and become better 

focused upon the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ – to join in his Passion. 

“What are you giving up for Lent?”  That simple little question I so often overheard as 

a schoolboy has become much more profound, now asked as an adult.  What will your answer 

be? 

May the Lord Bless You and Keep You as we journey together to the cross of Christ. 

 

Pastor Will 

 

 

http://www.asburyumcjvl.org/
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March Worship Schedule and Themes 
 

 
March 1 Wednesday Night Lenten Service – 7pm  Meal at 6pm 
 
March 5 Second Sunday of Lent    10am worship with Holy Communion  
 
  Scripture: John 3: 1-17 & Romans 4: 1-5, 13-17 
  Sermon: “The Breadth of God’s Love” 
   John 3: 16 is possibly the best-known verse in all of Scripture and it captures the 
   love that God has for all of creation.  To what extent does Christ’s sacrifice cover  
   the sins of the world?  You might be surprised. 
 
March 8 Wednesday Night Lenten Service – 7pm  Meal at 6pm 
 
March 12 Third Sunday of Lent     10am worship 
 
  Scripture: John 4: 5-26 & Romans 5: 1-11 
  Sermon: “Sir, Give Me this Water” 
   Jesus is the source of living water which nourishes our faith and our souls. 
   When Jesus talks to the Samaritan Woman at Jacob’s Well, he offers this soul 
   saving water – himself – to an individual from a culture which is foreign to his 
   own.  Learn the extent of Christ’s love for people of different backgrounds and 
   traditions.  
 
March 15 Wednesday Night Lenten Service – 7pm  Meal at 6pm 
 
March 19 Fourth Sunday of Lent    10am worship 
 
  Scripture: John 9: 1-41 
  Sermon: “The Gift of Sight” 
   The healing of the blind man by Jesus is a miracle story that reveals the power of 
   God and Jesus’ Lordship over the Sabbath.  What is it that we “see” in the  
   ministry of Jesus and how might his actions shape our actions as his disciples? 
 
March 22 Wednesday Night Lenten Service – 7pm  Meal at 6pm 
 
March 26 Fifth Sunday of Lent     10am worship 
 
  Scripture: John 11: 1-45 
  Sermon: “The Power of New Life” 
   The raising of Lazarus from the dead foreshadows Jesus’ own resurrection and 
   demonstrates the power of God to win the greatest victory of all times – that is 
   the gift of new life for those who will trust in him.  Discover that new life for  
   yourself as we approach Holy Week and Easter Sunday. 
 
March 29 Wednesday Night Lenten Service – 7pm  Meal at 6pm 
 

 



 3 

 
Future activities for Asbury folks include: 

➢ The University of Wisconsin-Madison, Wisconsin Singers will perform on April 22, 2023, 
at 2:00 PM & 6:30 PM Tickets $15.  

Any questions please e-mail Pat Spors or contact the church office. 
 

CROP WALK 
 
This year’s Crop Hunger Walk will be held on Sunday, April 30.   

 

Below is Asbury’s web page for making donations if people are interested in a head start in making 

donations for the cause.   

 

 

 

2023 CROP Hunger Walk - Asbury UMC - Janesville 
events.crophungerwalk.org 
 

https://events.crophungerwalk.org/2023/team/asbury-umc-family-janesville 

 

 

  

Valet Parking to Be Offered 
Asbury Church would like to offer Valet Parking in the near future.  

If interested in parking cars, please see Pastor Will.  

Those volunteering would need to be at church on assigned Sunday mornings by 9:30am.  Details to 

follow when parking teams are established.  

 

Tip to help the money counters: 
Please place your contribution in a contribution envelope. 

Individual contribution envelopes and boxed contribution envelopes for the year are available on 
the counter in the gathering place. 

Thank you in advance. 
 

Activity Time 

https://events.crophungerwalk.org/2023/team/asbury-umc-family-janesville
https://events.crophungerwalk.org/2023/team/asbury-umc-family-janesville
https://events.crophungerwalk.org/2023/team/asbury-umc-family-janesville
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Location: Peggy’s House (call the church or Peggy for the address.) 

Time: 5:30 PM When: Thursdays in March  

 

April 12th back to Wednesdays at 5:30 pm. 

 

 

          

 

 

Come join the group for in-door walking. Yep, you heard me correct…if you enjoy walking, we have 

the group for you. We will walk inside the church. Great practice for the Crop Walk or to just get some 

exercise done inside. 

Mondays, Tuesdays, and Wednesdays, from 9 am to 11 am. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Spring Salad Luncheon 

When: March 22, 2023 
Time: 11:00 AM – 1:00 PM 
 
Where: 
 Asbury United Methodist Church 

1810 Kellogg Ave., Janesville 
608-752-7961 
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Wednesday Night Lenten Services  

Asbury Church is once again offering in-person worship beginning at 7pm each Wednesday 

evening in March through April 5. These services will follow our Fellowship Hall Soup and 

Sandwich Meals which will be offered at 6pm.     

Pastor Will, will be preaching on selective prayers that Jesus offered during his ministry. 

You are invited to join us as we follow Jesus and build God’s Kingdom. 

 

 

A Stitch in Time 
Come join this social gathering on Wednesday mornings at 9-

10:30 AM. 

Busy hands have crocheted many baby sweaters for Midwest 

Mission. Linda has patterns for those who crochet and knit. 

Midwest will be picking up donations in June for their 

distribution worldwide.   

Plastic bags have been recycled into mats for Midwest 

Mission.  
 

 

Faith in Stitches will not be meeting in March.   

We have been busy sewing for others. 

Pillowcases were given to Project 16:49.  

Recently we have been making clothing protectors and bags for walkers 

some of which were shared with Cedar Crest.   

We would love to have you join us the first Thursday in April from 3-6 PM.  
 

Global Ministries sends their thanks for our gifts to UMCOR. 

We donated: 

Hope Center of Latvia $710.00 

Pura Vida $1,000.00 

UMCOR US Disaster Response and Recovery $520.00 

 

Total for donations on December 30, 2022, came to $2,230.00. 
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Reading  

by the  
Brook 

 

Asbury Book Club will be reading in March, Boardwalk Summer by 

author Meredith Jaeger. In this new novel, from the USA 

Today bestselling author of The Dressmaker’s Dowry, two young 

women two generations apart, discover the joy and heartbreak of 

following their dreams. Aspiring Hollywood actress, Violet, makes a 

shocking choice in 1940; and seventy years later, Mari sets out to 

discover what happened on that long ago summer.  

 

 

Readers that are interested are welcome to join us for a book 

discussion at Asbury on March 21st at 6:30 pm. For more information 

contact Kathy Dahlke at (608-295-7623) rkdahlke@yahoo.com                                    

 

Easter Egg Hunt and Pancake Breakfast 
Free community event.  

Everyone is welcome. 

 

 

April 08, 2023 

8 a.m. to 10 a.m. 

 

Asbury United Methodist Church 

1810 Kellogg Avenue, Janesville 

608-752-7961 
 

asburyumc@charter.net    asburyumcjvl.org   or on Facebook 
 

 

mailto:rkdahlke@yahoo.com
mailto:asburyumc@charter.net
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Memory café  

We have the privilege of hosting a meeting place for any persons in 

our community who are interested in keeping their brains healthy as 

well as those experiencing some memory loss.  These social 

gatherings are a fun way to come together in a relaxed, safe 

environment to connect with one another for about an hour.  Staff 

from the ADRC (Aging and Disabilities Resource Center of Rock 

County) lead the group in a variety of interactive 

ways:  conversations, games, sharing of stories, music, trivia, 

reminiscing, or guest speakers.  The focus is always on what we can 

do, rather than what we can’t do.   

If you, a loved one, neighbor or friend would like to participate, 

please join us at Asbury UMC on the 4th Wednesday of the Month 

at 10:00 AM. Coffee and refreshments are an added bonus.  

 

 

Agrace Offers Two Virtual Support Groups in March 

Agrace Offers Virtual Grief Support Group in March  

Agrace is offering Bridges, a professionally led, virtual grief support group. Bridges is for adults grieving 
the death of any loved one. Meetings are held every other Wednesday via Zoom. In March, meetings are 
March 8 and 22, from 9:30 a.m. to 11 a.m.  
 
There is no fee for this program if a participant’s family member was in hospice care in the past 12 
months; fees for others can be lowered or waived, if needed. Pre-registration is required for each 
session; call (608) 327-7118 with questions or to register. 

 
Get Expert Customized Grief Support—by Text  

Agrace now offers thoughtful, customized text messages from a service called Help Texts. It’s free and 
you can sign up even if you are also receiving grief support individually or in a group. To sign up or 
learn more, visit HelpTexts.com/Agrace.  
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Dear whom this may concern, 

The Beautiful Red Prayer Shawl came in the mail today.  

Thank You so very much I do appreciate it. As Red was my dad’s favorite color. 

I will use this Beautiful Prayer Shawl during difficult times to help comfort me in 

times of need.  

Please kindly Thank everyone that makes this Prayer shawl happen. 

I appreciate this Greatly. 

Thank You 

Jessica S.  

 

Left side: Pastor Will, Chuck & Sharon Linstrom, Bill & Carrie Ruchti, Kendrick West, Jose 

Galindo, Jessica Galindo, Sapharia West, Sally Standiford, Jeffrey Flippin. 

Not Pictured: Carol Logue 

In January we had 1 person join and in February we had 9 join us.  

Bless our growing church. 
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RETHINK CHURCH MINUTES 
Monday February 6 ,2023 

 

ASBURY UMC MINISTRY HIGHLIGHT                                             

We are grateful for your support during the month of February for HealthNet of Rock County. We are 

delighted that several Asbury folks were able to join a tour on February 21st of their new building. Our 

March Ministry will spotlight (UMCOR) United Methodist Committee on Relief. As the humanitarian 

relief and development arm of The United Methodist Church, the United Methodist Committee on 

Relief – UMCOR – assists United Methodists and churches to become involved globally in direct 

ministry to persons in need. UMCOR comes alongside those who suffer from natural or human-caused 

disasters – famine, hurricane, war, flood, fire, or other events—to alleviate suffering and serve as a 

source of help and hope for the vulnerable. UMCOR provides relief, response, and long-term recovery 

grants when events overwhelm a community’s ability to recover on their own. UMCOR also provides 

technical support and training for partners to address emerging and ongoing issues related to disaster 

relief, recovery, and long-term health and development.     

 

Ministry Name:  United Methodist Committee on Relief – Start Date: Originally founded in 1940 

in response to displaced and vulnerable populations in the wake of World War II, The United 

Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) is a ministry of The United Methodist Church through the 

General Board of Global Ministries. Our goal is to assist the most vulnerable people affected by crisis 

or chronic need without regard to their race, religion, gender, or sexual orientation. We believe all 

people have God-given worth and dignity. As the international United Methodist mission organization, 

the General Board of Global Ministries carries within it the mission legacies of eight earlier 

denominations. The Methodist movement stretches back to the Rev. John Wesley (1703-1791), an 

English pastor, theologian and evangelist. Methodism first started as a revival movement within the 

Anglican Church of England, a church that Wesley never left. 

 

Ministry Contact: UMCOR Global Ministries/UMCOR GPO P.O. Box 9068 New York, NY 10087-

9068     

  

Ministry Purpose: GIVE Your gift to UMCOR allows us to respond to needs around the world, for 

immediate disaster response or for long-term recovery. UMCOR – where most needed UMCOR Global 

Ministries is the international mission, humanitarian relief and development organization of The United 

Methodist Church. It works with partners and churches in more than 115 countries to equip and 

transform people and places for God’s mission. Global Ministries connects congregations, conferences, 

other organizations, and individuals to extend their mission outreach by sending missionaries, 

supporting evangelism and church revitalization, providing humanitarian relief led by the United 

Methodist Committee on Relief, and improving the health of communities and individuals around the 

world. 

https://umcmission.org/advance-project/999895/
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Darlene and Richard Coulthard, LaVita Fanta, Robert Geisler, Carol and Don Isbell, Diana 

Jewson, Shirley Nelson, Hjordis Olson, Lucille Osborne, Virginia Scarborough,  

Ione Watson. 

 

 

 Rethink Church Continued… 

Ministry Mission Statement: The Mission Theology statement guides Global Ministries’ 

participation in the Missio Dei – God’s mission. The statement frames Global Ministries’ role within 

the wider United Methodist Church’s mission to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the 

transformation of the world. The transforming power belongs to God, and Global Ministries is in 

mission to witness to what God has done and is doing, and to learn to recognize and discern what 

God is doing in every land where disciples gather in the name of Jesus Christ.  

 

Ministry Needs: Support our work Pray: Our work is undergirded by the power of prayer – both 

in the hours after a disaster strikes and through recovery. Make supply kits: Assemble relief supply 

kits to help keep UMCOR’s Relief Supplies Network ready to deliver goods in the hands of 

survivors (U.S. only)  

Volunteer:  U.S. volunteer efforts are arranged through annual conferences; reach out to your 

conference disaster relief coordinator to learn more. 

Give: To provide support where it is most needed, give to Advance #999895. To specifically support 

UMCOR’s international disaster response efforts, you can give to Advance 982450. To specifically 

support UMCOR’s U.S. disaster response efforts, you can give to Advance 901670. 

 

LINCOLN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL PARTNERSHIP NEEDS 

APPRECIATED  
Lincoln School is in need of Kid’s tennis shoes. 

 Sizes: 2, 3, 4. 

 They also need 

 new socks and underwear.  

Any help would be greatly appreciated.  

 

https://umcmission.org/relief-supplies/
https://umcmission.org/relief-supplies/
https://umcmission.org/umcor-supply-depots/
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https://echojanesville.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=bba726d60289268f3a52eca89&id=55116dbb47&e=99fb41d8a9
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1 Brian Reece II 

4 Maggie Bunderson 

4 Keith Reed 

6 Samuel McGrath 

7 Darlene Flannery 

9 Durelle Brooks 

12 Linda Stevenson 

15 Kayla Zeilinger 

15 Kyle Zeilinger 

16 Carrie Ruchti 

17 Desiree Laufenberg 

17 Deborah Shapiro 

21 Larry Markow 

28 Sue Larson 

29 Ardis Bender 

30 Ron Scobie 

 

16 Sarah & Stephen Nelson 

16 Diana & Brian Zeilinger 

 

March 12 

move your 

clocks forward 

one hour. 

February 21st 9 of our members toured 

HealthNet of Rock County. 

 

Toured the new HealthNet medical 

facility. Very impressive place. 

 

Taking the picture is Pat Spors. 

Left to right we have: 

Russ Dahlke, Kathy Dahlke, Vi 

DeRemer, Heidi Jensen, Tina Bakken, 

Pastor Will, Nonie Reed, Carol Logue, 

Bill Ruchti 



 13 

Sunday 
 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  
 

 

 

 

1 
9-10:30 am 

Stitching Group 

 

Soup & Sandwich 

6PM 

 

7 pm Lenten 

Service 

2 

Bible Study @ 

5:30 pm 

3 4 

 

5 

9 am Children 

Sunday School 

 

10 am 

Communion 

Worship Service 
 

 

6 

 

 

5:30 pm 

Rethink 

Church 
 

7 

 

 

8 

9-10:30 am 

Stitching Group 

 

Soup & Sandwich 

6PM 

 

7 pm Lenten 

Service 

9 

Bible Study @ 

5:30 pm 

10 

 

11 

 

 

 

9AM Jazz Band 

Rehearsal 

10 AM Praise 

Band Rehearsal 

12 

 

13 

 
14 

 

 

 
 

15 

9-10:30 am 

Stitching Group 

 

Soup & Sandwich 

6PM 

 

7 pm Lenten 

Service 

16 

 
Bible Study @ 

5:30 pm 

17 

 

18 

 

19 

9 am Children 

Sunday School 

 

10 am Worship 

Service 

 

20 

 

 

21 

 

 

 

Book Club @ 

6:30 pm 

22 

9-10:30 am 

Stitching Group 

10 am 

Memory Café’ 

Spring Salad 

Luncheon from 

11 am to 1 pm 

Soup & Sandwich 

6PM 

7 pm Lenten 

Service 

23 

 
Bible Study @ 
5:30 pm 

24 

 
25 

 

 

 

9AM Jazz Band 

Rehearsal 

10 AM Praise 

Band Rehearsal 

 26 

9 am Children 

Sunday School 

 

10 am Worship 

Service 

27 

 
28 

 

 

 
 

29 
Bishops Day Apart 
(Pastor Will 
attending) 

9-10:30 am 

Stitching Group 

Soup & Sandwich 

6PM 

7 pm Lenten 

Service 

 

30 
 

Bible Study @ 
5:30 pm 

31  

Please submit newsletter articles by the 15th of every month to Amy Powell @ asburyumc@charter.net Thank you! 

mailto:asburyumc@charter.net
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Asbury United Methodist Church 

1810 Kellogg Avenue 

Janesville, WI  53546 

 

Email:  asburyumc@charter.net 

608-752-7961 

 

We are on the Web! 

Find us at 

www.asburyumcjvl.org 

 

Join us on Facebook at: 

facebook.com/asburyumcjvl 

  

2023 
 


