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PASTOR’S CORNER

Lord, Revive Us Again
By Rev. Darryl D. Roberts, Ph.D. 

As Deacon Thomas-Gordon shared in her 

illuminating piece last month marking the 

launch of our season of revival, while the 

concept of revival is less salient, that does 

not diminish our persistent need for revival. 

For many, it is treated like another special 

day among the many other special days on 

the church calendar. Some don’t understand 

why we even need revival, and still, others believe it is a relic of 

the past that is more ceremonial than substantive. I think these 

perspectives are shaped by a misunderstanding of the meaning 

and purpose of revival.

While growing up, revivals were important rites-of-passage 

experiences. I have very fond memories of church revivals. 

Members of my immediate and extended family carried me 

to revivals, where I would sit and listen to what seemed like 

hours of music, expressive worship, and inspiring preaching in 

packed houses of worship throughout the greater Cleveland 

area. During these services, I gained a deeper appreciation 

for the plethora of Black cultural worship expressions—the 

deacon’s devotion, the amen corner, the shout, Black sacred 

music, corporate worship, preaching, laying on hands, and 

church meals. I did not realize it then, but these early childhood 

and adolescent experiences helped to awaken me to my life’s 

purpose. 

When I became an adult, I didn’t need to be prodded to attend 

revivals, but I looked forward to these God encounters when 

God replenished my soul. It wasn’t until I was a teenager that I 

began to fully appreciate the impact these services would have 

on my life. One day, my childhood friend asked me to attend a 

revival at a Pentecostal church she attended. At the end of the 

service, the prophet/evangelist asked members of the congre-

gation to come forward for prayer and the imposition of hands. 

I did so, and he prayed and prophesized how God called me to 

preach, teach, and pastor God’s people. As I pursue my calling, 

those words and others have deepened my faith, clarified my 

calling, and given me fuel for the journey.

As we enter the third year of this pandemic and prepare to 

regather for in-person worship, we need a revival. If we ever 

needed a revival, it is right now. We have endured so much loss. 

We have experienced so much isolation. We have suffered so 

much sickness. This was certainly the reason the sons of Korah 

penned these words in the 85th psalm of the Book of Psalms 

to encourage a people who endured so much pain and sorrow: 

“Will you revive us again, that your people may rejoice.” These 

psalmists understood that revival is not something that we do; 

it is something that God does. As we seek revival, let our prayer 

be that the same God that restored favor toward the land of 

Israel, restored the fortunes of Jacob, and forgave the sins of 

the people, to move us from the pain of death to the promise of 

new life. 

Moreover, as we pray for the Holy Spirit to produce good fruit 

in us over this nine-month period of revival, my prayer is not 
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for God to restore us to a previous 

condition. I want us to experience 

the kind of revival Job experienced 

when God turned his mourning into 

dancing: “After Job prayed for his 

friends, the Lord restored his fortunes 

and gave him twice as much as he 

had before.” (Job 42:10)

Beloved, my prayer, this revival 

season is that God does more for 

you than to bring back to life that 

which died over these past few years. 

I want God to do more than restore 

you to your previous condition. I pray 

that God will bless you with more 

in the latter part of your life than in 

the former part. May God give you 

new life and better health to enjoy 

it. May God give blessings and more 

peace to enjoy them. May God give 

you more years and more favor to 

relish them. May God restore more 

than we lost so that when this dark 

season is finally behind us, we can 

move out of this liminal space, in the 

words of Rev. Leslie Wiley, into a new 

season of hope, prosperity, joy, power, 

fellowship, grace, and favor. v

 

Update on the  
Assistant Pastor Search
By Trustee Jacqueline Ivey, Chair, Assistant Pastor Search Committee

The Assistant Pastor Search Committee is pleased to announce that we are accepting 

applications for the Assistant Pastor position until April 22, 2022. For more information 

about the position and the application, visit the About Us tab on the church website. 

Interested candidates should submit the following to 

assistantpastorsearch@19thstreetbc.org:

• Personal statement of faith

• Résumé

• Personal Bio

• Proof of theological training 

• Proof of license by a certified Baptist association or recognized affiliate 

• Proof of any other degrees and certificates

• Links to two to three sermons (video preferred, audio/podcast acceptable)

• DVD/video link teaching a Bible study class, if available

• At least one of the following types of references: 

 » Church reference 

 » Personal reference 

 » Professional reference

Thank you for your patience as we work through this process.

The Assistant Pastor Search Committee

Trustee Jacqueline Ivey, Chair

Deaconess Patricia Kilby-Robb, Deacon Johnnieque Love 

Trustee Stacey Lincoln, Rev. Leslie Wiley, Vialetta Graham 

Leon Russell, Carolyn Woolridge

mailto:assistantpastorsearch@19thstreetbc.org
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In-Person Worship and  
Sunday School Resume
By Donza M. Poole, Member, Emergency Management Team

It’s been nearly four months since we suspended in-person 

worship services. We had just resumed in-person worship 

after 19 months of livestreaming, when the highly transmissible 

Omicron variant of COVID-19 surged. For the congregation’s 

health and safety, the church stopped in-person services again.

Well, church family, you can mark your calendars for April 3 

because the doors of the church are reopening again. We’re 

excited to announce that in-person worship services and some 

Sunday School classes will resume beginning Communion 

Sunday, April 3. We hope you’ll join us. 

Here’s how we’ll begin:

• Sunday worship service, Youth Church, and the Adult 

Sunday School class will return in person beginning on  

April 3. 

• The Tweens and Teens Sunday School classes will return 

in person beginning on April 10. Sunday School classes for 

the Primary and Middler age groups (Pre-K to age 10) will 

continue on Zoom, and the nursery will remain closed.

• Funeral services for church members will continue. 

Non-member funeral services will remain suspended. 

• There will be no occupancy limits.

Things will Be Different
It will be great to see everyone in person again but don’t 

expect things to be the same as they were pre-pandemic. For 

your health and safety, the 

church is continuing its 

conservative, phased-in 

approach to regathering in 

person. 

It is important that the 

church have the necessary 

supplies, space, personnel, 

and technology to safely 

resume in-person church 

at each phase. Ministry 

meetings and other 

activities will be phased 

in soon. Ministry leaders 

should watch for future 

communication about the return of in-person ministry meetings 

and activities.

We are mindful that not everyone will be ready to physically 

return to church this month. Some may feel more comfortable 

continuing to worship from home. Those who are unvaccinated 

or immunocompromised and the people living with them still 

may need to avoid large gatherings because of the increased 

risk of infection. The church understands and encourages 

anyone who is not ready to gather in person to join us on 

YouTube for the church’s livestream worship services and on 

Zoom for Sunday School classes. 
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Here are steps the church is taking to help ensure your health 

and safety when you come to Nineteenth Street:

• Everyone five years and older must be fully vaccinated and 

show proof of vaccination.

 » Children under five years old are not required to 

be vaccinated since they are not yet eligible to be 

vaccinated.

• You must wear a mask on church premises. 

 » Everyone two years old and over must wear a mask 

that covers their nose and mouth.

• Worshipers should arrive at 9:30 a.m. to allow time for 

screening. 

• We will maintain safe distances. 

 » Those from the same family or household may sit 

together. Others will be encouraged to sit six feet apart.

• We will limit shared items. We have modified how we serve 

communion and how we collect the offering to reduce 

contact. Hymnals and Bibles have been removed from the 

pews. 

• Only touch-free greetings. Feel free to smile and wave 

at each other, but avoid hugs, kisses, handshakes, elbow 

bumps, or fist bumps.

• We have enhanced cleaning and ventilation. In addition to 

the regular cleaning and disinfecting of high touch areas, 

the church is professionally cleaned and disinfected each 

month, the sanctuary is cleaned and disinfected after each 

use, there are hand sanitizer stations throughout the church, 

and the ventilation system has been maximized to increase 

outdoor air circulation and outfitted with MERV 14 filters.  

Volunteer greeters will be on hand to assist worshipers and 

answer questions about the new procedures. 

Visit the church website at 19thstreetbc.org for more details 

about the church’s COVID-19 safety protocols. This information 

has also been mailed to church members.

Please Be Safe and Flexible 
Despite taking precautions, the church cannot guarantee that 

someone won’t be infected by COVID-19 when we gather in 

person. Please carefully consider your personal risk factors and 

comfort level, including whether you live with an unvaccinated 

or immunocompromised person, before deciding to attend 

church in person. If you are sick or not feeling well, please stay 

home and seek medical care, if needed.

The church greatly appreciates the patience and cooperation 

the church family has shown as we continue to navigate these 

uncharted waters.

The Emergency Management Team (EMT) regularly monitors 

COVID-19 levels in D.C. and the surrounding area. We ask for 

your continued patience and flexibility as the church adjusts 

its COVID-19 safety protocols to reflect current conditions. 
The church looks forward to being able to relax the current 

protocols as conditions improve. 

In the meantime, church leadership and the EMT look forward to 

welcoming church family and friends for the return of in-person 

services starting on April 3 and to worshiping with each of you 

on that day, whether in person or online.

More Ways to Experience Nineteenth Street
In Person or Virtual – It’s Up to You

After more than two years of livestreaming, conference 

calls, and Zoom meetings, many church family members are 

continued on next page

http://www.19thstreetbc.org
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comfortable with the virtual church, and some may even 

prefer being virtual at times. 

Even though we celebrate returning in person, rest 

assured that the church’s virtual offerings will continue 

uninterrupted. In Pastor Roberts’ words, Nineteenth Street 

will be a church “in the air and on the ground.” Some call 

this a “hybrid church.” It may soon become just church.

Here’s how the hybrid church will work at Nineteenth 

Street in the early going:

• Sunday Worship Service: You’ll be able to attend 

Sunday morning worship at 10 a.m.: 

 » In person; 

 » By watching the same service on the church’s 

YouTube channel via livestream; or

 » By listening to an audio livestream of the same 

service by dialing our conference call line at 

605-472-5349; Access Code: 348952#.

 » If you miss the service at 10 a.m., you can watch a 

recording of it at any time on YouTube.

• Sunday School Classes: You’ll be able to attend the 

Adult and Tweens and Teens Sunday School classes in 

person or attend via Zoom along with the in-person 

attendees.

• What about virtual-only activities? Virtual-only 

ministry meetings and events, Bible study, prayer 

meetings, and Primary and Middler Sunday School 

classes will continue. As the church phases in more 

in-person activities, we expect more virtual-only 

activities to become hybrid. v

Check out and follow our social media accounts: 

Facebook: facebook.com/Everyblessing.org

Instagram:instagram.com/nsbcdc/ 

ACCESS NINETEENTH STREET SERVICES

Access LIVESTREAM on YouTube at  
youtube.com/channel/UClL8xG5-YbTSRVVx1odHcZA

 Access the PRAYER MEETING and PRAYER CALLS at  
605-472-5349, access code 348952#

Access all CHURCH SCHOOL CLASSES via Zoom

Contact organizers for access to ZOOM programs

19thstreetbc.org

Pastor Roberts on the Air
Tune into the Coach Butch McAdams Show on Sunday,  

April 24, at 12:30 p.m. to hear Pastor Darryl Roberts  

talk about Nineteenth Street ministries and initiatives.

Listen live on radio stations WOL (1450 AM) and MAGIC 

(95.9 FM) or listen to live radio streaming on a computer  

or cell phone device by going to woldcnews.com. v

https://www.facebook.com/Everyblessing.org/
https://www.facebook.com/Everyblessing.org
http://www.instagram.com/nsbcdc


8The Epistle | Vol. 43 No. 3 | April 2022

Wednesday, Lenten Service
April 6

Rev. H. Lionel Edmonds, Pastor
Mount Lebanon Baptist Church

Washington, D.C.
Noon via Zoom

Palm Sunday
April 10

Adult Church School Class 
“His Triumphant Entry, 9 a.m.

In person in the chapel and via Zoom

Worship Service, Pastor Darryl D. Roberts preaching 
10 a.m., in person and livestream

Maundy Thursday
April 14

Worship Service  
First Baptist Church of the City of Washington, D.C.  

7 p.m., livestream

Good Friday
April 15

Worship Service 
Jerusalem Baptist Church 

2600 P Street NW, Washington, DC 20007 
Noon, in person and livestream

Saturday
April 16

Church School Egg Dyeing and Easter Egg Hunt  
Noon

Church fellowship hall and lawn

Easter Resurrection Sunday
April 17

Adult Church School Class 
“His Resurrection”  

9 a.m.
In person in the chapel and via Zoom

Worship Service and Church School Presentation
Pastor Darryl D. Roberts preaching 
10 a.m., in person and livestream

Celebrate Easter with Nineteenth Street
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An Easter Bonnet Tribute
By Joyce Pascal-Kilgore and Donza M. Poole

Years ago, Easter Sunday often meant a new outfit. And for 

many young girls, it included a coordinating Easter hat with 

an elastic chin strap to keep the hat in place. It may even have 

marked the beginning of a church hat collection for some.

This Easter season, the Building Fund Committee (BFC) reflects 

on the unique donation of the late Ursula Holmes, who left 

her hat collection to the church to help raise funds for capital 

improvements. 

Wearable History
In 2015, before her death, Holmes, a devoted church member 

and former trustee, donated over 150 hats from her personal 

collection to the church. Many church members admired the 

hats and enjoyed seeing her wear them. The collection included 

church hats, dressy hats, sassy hats, casual hats, caps, and 

hatpins and included hats from well-known milliners, including 

DC’s Vanilla Beane of Bené Millinery, who made hats for civil 

rights activist Dorothy Height. Some of Beane’s hats are in the 

National Museum of African American History and Culture.

Unsure of what to do with the collection, the BFC contacted 

another woman known for hats, Joyce Pascal-Kilgore, who 

said, “You have a prize – I’ll help you reap the benefits.” She 

suggested a plan for the BFC that included selling the hats as 

“wearable history,” naming the collection the Holmes Heritage 

Hat Collection, and creating a cocktail table book highlighting 

the donor and the collection. Under Pascal-Kilgore’s guidance, 

the BFC has restored, photographed, and documented many of 

the hats. 

Over the years, the BFC has sold 

select pieces from the collection, 

with all proceeds going to the 

Capital Improvement Project fund. To date, we have raised more 

than $3,000 from the sales of these vintage pieces. 

Now, Even More Hats
The Holmes Heritage Hat Collection continues to attract ladies 

who wear hats, like vintage hats, want to own a piece of history, 

or would like to find a hat that speaks to them. As a result, and 

most unexpectedly, the collection has expanded. Juli Harkins, 

the wife of former Nineteenth Street Pastor Dr. Derrick Harkins, 

donated striking vintage headwear from her late mother’s 

collection. Vintage hats and items have also been donated by 

Pascal-Kilgore and anonymous donors.

Add One to Your Collection
The BFC still is raising funds through the sale of hats from the 

Holmes Heritage Hat Collection. Those who purchase a hat are 

making a sustainable, earth-friendly choice, recycling with style 

and purpose in support of the church’s Capital Improvement 

Project fund.

If you are interested in adding “wearable history” to your 

wardrobe, watch for the next BFC hat sale event or email 

BuildingFund@19thstreetbc.org. 

You may also support the cause with a contribution to the 

church designated for the Capital Improvement Project.  

Click here to donate online. v

mailto:BuildingFund@19thstreetbc.org
https://19thstreetbc.org/online-giving-information/
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TRUSTEE TALK

Off to a Great Start and  
Looking Ahead to Trustee Rally Day
By Trustee April Massey

With the year 2022 well underway, the Nineteenth Street Baptist 

Church Board of Trustees is pleased to have seamlessly transi-

tioned to its new leadership team. In just two months, under the 

guidance of the new Board chair, Dr. Reginald Cole, the Board 

has tackled a number of priority issues, including:

• Welcoming and orienting returning and new Trustees to the 

mission and goals of the Board

• Finalizing committee assignments

• Onboarding new church administrator Rev. Troy Denson

• Reviewing plans for the church reopening, and 

• Restarting Board of Trustees’ strategic planning discussions  

The Board continues to prioritize its fiduciary responsibilities—

income, budget, contractual services, physical plant, transpor-

tation services, and personnel. Recently, the church completed 

upgrades to our audio-visual equipment in the sanctuary with 

the purchase of four monitors, which we are working to have 

in place for our Easter service on Sunday, April 17. The new 

monitors will enhance the worship experience for in-person and 

virtual worship. Additionally, in February, we shared that the 

Board had applied for an Employee Retention Credit on payroll 

taxes as part of the COVID CARES Act relief, and we recently 

received notification of approval. We are currently awaiting a 

disbursement date for the refund in the amount of $117,810.

Recently we installed two steam boilers purchased with funds 

generously contributed as a part of last year’s Trustee Rally 

Day. Trustee Rally Day will take place on Sunday, May 15 this 

year. The Board looks forward to expressing our gratitude 

to the church family for its generous financial support and 

highlighting our role as stewards of the finances and operation 

of the church. Each year for Trustee Rally Day we ask members 

to pledge their financial support for a special building project. 

After several years of significant upgrades to the church, 

including purchasing and installing upgraded air conditioning 

units, new boilers, and a new roof, we are turning our attention 

to identifying spaces within the church in need of refurbishing. 

Members are encouraged to make a Trustee Rally Day offering 

of $200 or whatever they can. Members may also contribute in 

installments leading up to May 15. 

While Board members are excited to soon be re-establishing 

some of our in-person traditions this year, the quality and 

impacts of our virtual and in-person services—worship, prayer, 

ministries, giving—and the technological infrastructure needed 

to support a robust virtual presence remain an important focus 

of the work of the Board. Additionally, and secondary to the 

continuing impacts of COVID-19, the Trustee Board remains 

focused on the congregation’s health and wellness, particularly 

with greater face-to-face engagement.

continued on next page
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We look forward to worshiping together in person and virtually 

and appreciate your contribution to Trustee Rally Day, no matter 

the amount. 

Please remember to support the work of the church through 

your tithes and offerings. v

Ways to Give
By Mail – Send your contribution to Nineteenth Street Baptist 

Church, 4606 16th Street NW, Washington, DC 20011. Place 

your offering in your numbered offering envelope or write 

your envelope number in the memo section. You can also 

have your bank send the offering to the church using the bill 

pay feature. 

Online by PayPal or Givelify – Give online through the church 

website 19thstreetbc.org. Choose PayPal to give by credit or 

debit card or PayPal account, making sure to designate the 

purpose of your donation. Choose Givelify to give through 

your Givelify account, selecting the donation option. 

By App – Give via Cash App to $NineteenthStreet. 

Or give via the Givelify app to Nineteenth Street Baptist 

Church. 

Those with PayPal accounts may give using the PayPal app. 

All three apps may be downloaded for free from the App 

Store (for Apple devices) or Google Play (for Android). v

Cash App

By Dorothy Curtis

The Sunday School will host an Easter egg hunt on Saturday, 

April 16, Noon – 2 p.m. at the church. The celebration will 

start with dyeing eggs and playing games in the fellowship 

hall. Afterwards, we will hunt for decorated eggs and prizes 

on the lawn of the church. 

The celebration is open to the community and will be fun for 

children ages 1 to 12. We encourage children to bring their 

own baskets. In case of rain, the celebration will be held on 

Monday, April 18, at the same time.. 

Please contact me at dorothyjordancurtis@gmail.com if you 

plan to attend or have questions. 

Come join the fun! v

Bring Your 
Basket  

and  
Join the Fun!

mailto:dorothyjordancurtis@gmail.com
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Communications Ministry Announces Changes
The Communications Ministry is a resource to help ministries 

develop and execute great communications about the church to 

all audiences. It oversees social media, the website, the monthly 

newsletter, eblasts, mass communications, the marquee, and 

church-wide publications.

Communications Co-Chair Edith Bullard-Britt recently stepped 

away from the Communications Ministry and the church 

following her move to the Hampton Roads 

area with her husband, Deacon Stan Britt. For 

more than a year, Edith has remotely led the 

Communications Ministry, written the weekly 

eblasts, and created the Sunday worship 

service graphics. We are grateful for Edith’s 

innumerable contributions to the ministry, 

unselfishly giving her time, professional 

expertise, and myriad talents for nearly four 

years. She has helped establish new processes, 

tools, and protocols designed to improve and enhance church 

communications. Edith’s departure leaves a big hole, which the 

remaining members of the Communications Ministry will try to 

fill.

Below are the updated contacts for the Communications 

Ministry and the communications tools we administer. 

Communications Contacts
Ministry Co-Chairs: Lydia Cole and Karen Williamson

Contacts for Communication Tools:

• Announcements: Robin Smith, rsmith@19thstreetbc.org, 

202-829-2773

• Epistle: Karen Williamson, epistle@19thstreetbc.org

• Eblasts: Lydia Cole & Judy Brandon, 

theeblast@19thstreetbc.org 

• Instagram & Facebook: Lydia Cole, 

communications@19thstreetbc.org 

• Website content: Deborah Heard, 

communications@19thstreetbc.org

Changes to Eblasts
Beginning this month, we will publish eblasts twice a month, on 

the second and fourth Friday. The next eblast will be published 

on Friday, April 8. Submissions to the eblast are due on 

Tuesdays by 5 p.m. Information for the eblasts should be sent 

only to: theeblast@19thstreetbc.org.

Volunteers Wanted!
The Communications Ministry needs volunteers who have 

demonstrated communication skills, including writing, editing, 

social media, video, graphic design, marketing, and strategic 

communications planning. Communications are key to the 

future growth and effectiveness of our church. If you can help, 

please contact us at: communications@19thstreetbc.org. 

Planning an Event? 
Fill out a Communications Planning Tool form to tell us 

what you are planning and what kinds of promotions you 

want to do. You can download a copy of the form here, 

mailto:rsmith@19thstreetbc.org
mailto:epistle@19thstreetbc.org
mailto:theeblast@19thstreetbc.org
mailto:communications@19thstreetbc.org
mailto:communications@19thstreetbc.org
mailto:theeblast@19thstreetbc.org
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/yrnrja46i00tzlk8qgnh6/Communications-Planning-Tool-10.10.2020.docx?dl=0&rlkey=t8v3l7a08mdsiliuqeux1jow5
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/yrnrja46i00tzlk8qgnh6/Communications-Planning-Tool-10.10.2020.docx?dl=0&rlkey=t8v3l7a08mdsiliuqeux1jow5
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or you can send an email to 

communications@19thstreetbc.org 

requesting that one be sent to you.

Deadlines You Need to Know
• Planning tools are due a minimum 

of four weeks before promotions 

are to start. 

• Announcements are due by 5 

p.m. on Tuesdays. They appear on 

our website on Fridays and are 

read during Sunday worship. 

• Eblast text and images are due 

by 5 p.m. on Tuesdays for distri-

bution on Fridays. 

• The Epistle text and images are 

due one week before the 1st of 

the month.

• Website content is due on the 

20th of each month for posting 

online on the 1st.

• Social media requests are due 

two weeks before the event. The 

Sunday sermon title is due by 5 

p.m. on Thursdays.

Questions? Contact  

communications@19thstreetbc.org

Save the Date
   2022 Women’s Day Worship Service

Sunday, April 24

Please join the Missionary Society for its 

annual Women’s Day worship service 

on Sunday, April 24. The 

guest preacher will be 

Rev. Dr. Natalie P. Alford, 

retired presiding elder of 

the Historic Philadelphia 

Mother District of 

the African Methodist 

Episcopal Church. 

The Missionary Society has sponsored 

Women’s Day for over 183 years. Its 

purpose is to raise funds for its mission 

obligations. Women’s Day is its only 

source of income. The Society also 

sponsors the annual Homecoming 

Celebration and Homecoming Fellowship 

Dinner. To be able to continue their 

support of home missions, international 

missions, and church programs, the 

ministry is seeking donations of $50 from 

each church member. 

All women are asked to wear white at the 

Women’s Day service.

Rosemary Mills Massey is president of 

The Missionary Society; Patricia Thomas 

is chair of the 2022 Women’s Day. v

Save the Date
Jazz on the Lawn Returns!

Saturday, April 30, 1–3 p.m.

The Usher Board of Nineteenth Street will resume its Jazz on the Lawn 

Concert Series on Saturday, April 30, with a performance featuring 

Eddie Baccus Jr. and Straight to the Point. Baccus and his group are 

well known to the church, having performed at earlier jazz concerts and 

worship services. 

The Jazz on the Lawn concert is free to attend, and all are welcome. 

Light refreshments will be available for sale. Even though the event is outdoors, the 

church Emergency Management Team recommends that attendees wear masks.

The jazz concert performances are part of Nineteenth Street’s community outreach, 

designed to connect members of the church, the neighborhood, and the wider 

community. Don’t forget to bring your own chair! See you on the lawn on April 30! v

mailto:communications@19thstreetbc.org
mailto:communications@19thstreetbc.org
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Overcoming Fear and Anxiety 
By Rev. Reginald Townsend, Associate Minister

Life does not lend itself to always committing 

to God. Instead, it throws us curveballs at 

times. Life does not care who we are, how 

popular or well-known we are, what we stand 

to lose, or how we feel about anything that 

happens to us. Life just plows forward, telling 

us, in essence, “Deal with it!” 

Dealing with life can be difficult. We do not 

always understand why what happens, happens. It seems the 

only and best thing to do when evil forces have us by the heels 

is to say the exact words that Jesus said when death was upon 

Him: “Into your hands I commit my spirit.” When Jesus had said 

this, He breathed His last breath. (Luke 23:46, NIV). There is a 

certain release and relief that comes when we say the words, 

“Into Your hands Lord.” It is only in the Father’s hands that our 

spirits are safe, and we find peace.

When we surrender and trust God, even in our darkest moments, 

God does what only God can do. He says, “So, do not fear, 

for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for I am your God. I 

will strengthen you and help you; I will uphold you with my 

righteous right hand.” (Isaiah 41:10, NIV).

Shortly before Jesus was crucified, He gave a powerful example 

of overcoming what should have produced fear and anxiety. 

Jesus knew what was going to take place. He knew He was 

about to go into a very chaotic and painful situation. Yet in the 

middle of it all, He told His disciples, “Peace I leave with you; 

my peace I give to you. I do not give to you as the world gives. 

Do not let your heart be troubled and do not be afraid.” (John 

14:27, NIV). In that moment, Jesus was saying for all eternity that 

His peace is different from the world’s peace. He was letting 

His disciples in on a very important principle—that despite the 

troubling situation about to occur, they did not need to be 

worried or afraid because His peace was greater than anything 

they had ever known.

The world might offer you peace in financial wealth, a pill, a 

song, a drink, a relationship, a Louis Vuitton bag; the world 

serves up peace in a variety of ways. But the world’s peace is a 

cheap imitation of God’s peace. 

God’s peace produces rest on the inside. It remains. God’s peace 

triumphs over fear and anxiety because God’s peace comes 

from Christ Himself. My grandmother used to sing, “I’ve Got 

Jesus and That’s Enough.” 

Amid a worldwide pandemic, Christ is the same yesterday, today, 

and tomorrow—nothing rattles Him. No matter what is going 

on around you—even if it’s the cross and death itself—you do 

not have to be afraid. You may not like the situation, but you 

can handle it. Because Christ handled it, and He gives you full 

access to His peace, power, and joy. As Jesus said, “These things 

I have spoken to you, so that in Me you may have peace. In the 

world you have tribulation but take courage; I have overcome 

the world.” (John 16:33, NIV).

The only fear we need is the fear of the Lord. The believer walks 

in the knowledge that God’s truth brings freedom from fear and 

anxiety, but the enemy’s lies feed our fears—even when there is 

continued on next page
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nothing to fear. Peace is found in Jesus 

Christ, so as I abide in Him and His Word, 

His peace is manifested in my spirit, 

thoughts, and choices. We overcome 

fear and anxiety by deepening our 

dependence on and intimacy with Jesus 

Christ, Our Lord and Savior. 

Believers must continue to keep vigil. 

We might suffer losses, but when dawn 

comes, we will still be standing, moving, 

and rejoicing that evil did not win. Thank 

God, we still have joy! The joy is the 

blessed assurance of God in us, no matter 

what happens.

If you have experienced a recent loss 

resulting from the death of a spouse, 

child, family member, or friend, become 

a member of GriefShare. This ministry 

helps participants navigate their journey 

from mourning to joy through prayer, 

support, and encouragement. 

GriefShare is a support group designed 

to help and encourage the grieved and 

bereaved. Please consider contacting 

the Nineteenth Street Baptist Church 

GriefShare Support Ministry team. Call 

the church office at (202) 829-2773; or 

email Office@19thstreetbc.org for confi-

dential scheduling information. v

Answer  
the Call 
to Help 
in Ukraine
By Phillis W. Cooke,  
Global Missions Ministry Leader

The invasion of Ukraine has produced a crisis of 

devastating destruction and loss to the Ukrainian people, their 

homes, and their infrastructure. We are witnesses to Ukrainian people coming 

together in solidarity to fight for their homeland. We stand with them. We also 

are witnesses to racism. Even during this humanitarian crisis, people of color in 

Ukraine have been discriminated against when trying to escape to safety across 

the borders as well as in Ukraine itself. We know discrimination, and our hearts are 

with them.

Global Missions Ministry invites you to contribute to this great humanitarian need. 

Through our giving, we can show the love of Christ. We have chosen to donate 

to Save the Children and the International Rescue Committee. Both organiza-

tions have a history of responding to the world’s worst humanitarian crises and 

helping to restore safety, health, economic opportunity, and well-being to people 

devastated by war, natural disasters, and other conflicts, and showing respect and 

aid for all races of people.

We will accept donations through the end of April and divide them equally 

between the two organizations. Be sure to write UKRAINE in the memo section. 

Let us hold the Ukrainian people in love, according to our faith, and keep them 

covered in prayer. We continue to pray for God’s guidance and favor. v

mailto:Office@19thstreetbc.org
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Jubilee Sunday –  
A Musical Journey, Marketplace, and Tribute
By Donza M. Poole, Jubilee Sunday Team

The celebration of Jubilee Sunday 

on February 27 ended Black History 

Month on a high note that featured a 

journey through Black sacred music, 

from spirituals to rap, including a 

drumming tribute to the late Melvin 

Deal. The memorable worship service 

also launched the church’s nine-month 

revival with guest preacher Rev. Dr. 

André D. Ivy, pastor of First Baptist 

Church of Marshall Heights in D.C. 

Jubilee Sunday is a time when we praise 

God as we trace our journey from Africa 

to the present day. This year, we traced 

the journey through music, beginning 

with the spiritual “Fix Me Jesus” from 

the Senior Choir’s 1981 live concert 

album, “By the Waters of Babylon.” 

A highlight of the virtual celebration 

was a video and live drumming tribute 

to Melvin Deal, who passed away last 

fall. For some 20 years, Deal provided 

African drumming on Jubilee Sunday. 

His drumming beckoned us to the foyer 

following service and was an annual 

tradition and prelude to the African 

food reception and vendor marketplace. 

Deal was a D.C. icon who founded African 

Heritage Dancers and Drummers. He was 

often accompanied on Jubilee Sunday 

by Joseph Ngwa, a master drummer from 

Cameroon who drummed with Deal for 40 

years. Ngwa gave a moving drum tribute 

to Deal, with an inspirational Black History 

Month message for the congregation. 

Another highlight of the service was hip 

hop artist, Kenan Amori who brought 

the service to a close with his original 

rap, “Walking with Angels.” Amori, the 

grandson of Deaconess Pearl Sudduth 

and Deacon Joseph Sudduth, delivered an 

empowering message.

The celebration continued that afternoon 

at the Jubilee Sunday Marketplace and 

throughout the weekend at the virtual 

photo booth. Vendors from the D.C. 

metropolitan region, Baltimore, and 

Atlanta were on hand, including two 

Nineteenth Street members—Tisha McCray 

(seller of Paparazzi jewelry) and Bria 

Saunders-Hall (maker of wrapped crystal 

continued on next page
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jewelry and luxury candles). Many attendees came dressed 

for the occasion in African attire.

Thank you to all who helped make possible this year’s 

Jubilee Sunday celebration: Sybil Barbour, Deacon Deborah 

Crain-Kemp, Vialetta Graham, Rev. James Harris, Tisha 

McCray, Evelyn Sellers, Robin Smith, Deborah Lewis 

Thornton, and Ferlandia Townsend. We also thank Minister 

of Music Kenneth Peagler and the Praise Team for helping 

us take the musical journey from concept to reality and the 

Media and Communications Ministries for their technical 

and promotional support. v
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Pastor’s Aid Ministry Observes 75 Years
By Deaconess Brenda Lightening-Tolbert, President, Pastor’s Aid Ministry 

Creativity, technology, and willing supportive hands are often 

the recipe for a successful event. As so it was with the Pastor’s 

Aid Ministry’s celebration of our 75th Anniversary on Sunday, 

March 20. A video, produced by the ministry and narrated by 

Brother Roman Holton, showcased the ministry’s storied history 

with pictures showing our 75 years of activities and support for 

former and current clergy. The anniversary theme “So His Hands 

Were Steady” and scripture from Exodus 17:12 emphasized 

our commitment to support our pastor and the church. Pastor 

Roberts delivered a powerful, God-filled, teachable sermon that 

reinforced our theme and scripture.

Our diamond jubilee anniversary also represents a legacy of 

Christian faith and a commitment to continuing the ministry’s 

rich tradition. We honored those whose shoulders we stand 

on, such as Janie Gardner Dawson, founder and first president 

of the then-named Pastor’s Aid Club; Deacon Benjamin and 

Deaconess Katherine Thomas; Deacon Emeritus Thaddeus 

Taylor; Deaconess Carole Anderson; and Ursula Holmes. We 

were pleased to recognize Deacon Taylor, who will be 101 

on April 6 and served admirably as president of the Pastor’s 

Aid Club from 1982 to 1986. We also acknowledge another 

centenarian member Deaconess Eleanor Banks, now 101, who 

was a faithful member until health challenges limited her 

participation. 

We fondly remembered the Shakespearean elegance of the late 

Deaconess Sageta Jackson, who in 2010 directed the Pastor’s 

Aid Club’s play production of “Church Folks.” With her directing 

skills and insistence for perfection, the play was a smash hit. 

Videos from the play are now viewable on the church’s YouTube 

channel.

On behalf of the Pastor’s Aid Ministry, thank you to those 

who helped craft our 75th Anniversary program: the 

Communications, Media, and Music Ministries and the admin-

istrative staff; Roman Holton and film editor Adam DeLuca; 

Deacons Gerald Young, Deborah Crain-Kemp, and Stephanie 

Thomas-Gordon; Deaconesses Evangeline Stevens and E. Louise 

White; and Siera Toney. 

God bless our supportive church family and friends for helping 

to make our 75th Anniversary a blessing. v

Pastor’s Aid Ministry Mission

Striving to provide the Pastor with spiritual encouragement 
through fervent prayer, encouraging words, and caring acts 
for the progress of his ministry as he serves God in our faith 
community.

Members

Brenda Lightening-Tolbert, President

Robin Smith, Secretary

Cathy Cheatham, Corresponding Secretary

Yvonne Gowdy, Treasurer

Sharon Tucker, Financial Secretary

Dellareesa Banks, Pat Hodge, Eleanor Banks, Roman Holton

Elizabeth Banks, Barbara Johnson, Roxanne Bilal 

Brenda Johnson, Heather Boyce, DeVera Redmond 

Havana Frazier, Evangeline Stevens, Janice Ghenene  

Irish Stovall, Alice Gray, E. Louise White
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Fruit of the Spirit Ministry  
Celebrates Inaugural Weekend
By Siera Toney, Fruit of the Spirit Ministry

The Fruit of the Spirit Ministry hosted its inaugural Fruit of the 

Spirit Ministry weekend on March 26-27, 2022. The weekend was 

dedicated to reviving our fellowship, our worship, and our social 

consciousness for a stronger, more connected, more dynamic 

church by 2023! 

The weekend kicked off with a virtual members’ meet-and-greet 

called Koinonia, which means “fellowship.” It was an opportunity 

to safely see each other’s faces without masks and get to know 

each other through shared memories, stories, the love for God 

and our church. Church members, leaders, and their households 

gathered for fun, informative games, and prizes. The Saturday 

session was the first in a series of quarterly Koinonia gatherings 

that we hope will be hybrid with in-person options in the future. 

The next Koinonia Fellowship will take place on June 18, 2022.

The main event of the Fruit of the Spirit Ministry Weekend was 

Fruit of the Spirit Ministry Sunday. 

It was a collaborative effort with 

the Revival Committee, featuring 

great music and a dynamic word 

from guest revivalist Rev. Starlette 

Thomas of the historic Shiloh 

Baptist Church. The service also 

included a tribute to the history and 

past leadership of the ministry from 

Rev. Jerry A. Moore Jr., the founder 

of the Circle Ministry, to leaders 

from the various iterations of the ministry, through the current 

leadership of the Fruit of the Spirit Ministry. We also shared the 

ministry’s new logo, vision, mission, and goals. 

The weekend ended with a Pastor’s Book Club about the book, 

The Rage of Innocence: How America Criminalizes Black Youth, 
written by legal scholar, juvenile justice activist, and guest 

author Kristin Henning, Esq. The session was an intergenera-

tional discussion with Pastor Roberts, Brother Justin Thomas 

of the Grown-ish College Ministry and Young Adult Ministry, 

Fruit of the Spirit Ministry Chair and The Epistle Page-Turner 

Book Reviewer Deacon Johnnieque Love, and church member 

and author Georgetown Law professor Dr. Sheryll Cashin. The 

discussion was held on YouTube Live. 

With a weekend like this, Nineteenth Street is laying the 

foundation for a brighter future together through fellowship, 

worship, and social consciousness. The 

Fruit of the Spirit Ministry is a prime 

partner in the center of the action. It is 

the only ministry that includes every 

single member of the church, and its 

coalition-style leadership team is always 

happy to partner with other ministries. 

For more information about the Fruit 

of the Spirit Ministry, you can visit their 

webpage on the church website or email 

FruitOfTheSpirit@19thStreetBC.org. v

mailto:FruitOfTheSpirit@19thStreetBC.org
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You and Your Computer 
Classes in April
“You and Your Computer” technology workshops, 

sponsored by the Department of Aging and Community 

Living (DACL) and the Senior Ministry continue this 

month. These small-group workshops will help you 

utilize your smartphone, tablet, and/or computer more 

effectively. Mr. Adrian Sutton from the DC Office of 

the Chief Technology Officer (OCTO) conducts these 

workshops. Feel free to join only the workshops that 

interest you.

Noon to 1:30 p.m.

In the comfort of your home via Zoom

What You Need:  

Smartphone, tablet, and/or computer, paper, and pen

April 8 Email Setup 

Learn how to create and setup a free 

email account of your choice (e.g., Gmail, 

Yahoo).

April 22 Microsoft Office Troubleshooting 

Learn how to resolve issues with 

Microsoft Word, Excel, PowerPoint, and 

Outlook.

To register for the You and Your Computer series, 
click here.

Senior Ministry Offers 
Bridge Classes
By Wilma F. Bonner

The Nineteenth Street Senior Ministry will begin offering bridge 

classes twice weekly on Wednesday and Thursday afternoons 

from 1–3:30 p.m., beginning May 4. The classes will teach those 

interested in learning to play bridge, both socially and competi-

tively, while extending opportunities among church members and 

friends for weekday fellowship. 

Invented over 100 years ago, bridge is one of the most popular 

games played around the world. Over 25 million people, the 

majority over the age of 50, are estimated to play bridge. Not only 

does this four-person card game provide a wonderful way to hone 

critical thinking and problem-solving skills, but it also presents a 

healthy forum for social interaction and continuous learning. A 

recent AARP bulletin quoted Keith A. Josephs, a neurologist at the 

Mayo Clinic in Rochester, Minn., on the benefits of playing bridge: “… 

‘Boy, perhaps playing these games and being socially active result 

in better performance.’ Patients are less likely to be depressed; 

hence they sleep better, tend to exercise more and have a better 

life in general. They do better from a cognitive standpoint.”

During the 180th church anniversary worship service and picnic in 

the park, Karen Williamson and I asked around but could find no 

bridge players. We vowed to change that and committed to facili-

tating classes for those who wish to learn the game.

Come out and learn to play bridge. Feel free to bring your 

own partner, or just bring yourself. Contact Wilma Bonner at 

wafbonner@aol.com for more information or to let us know you are 

interested. v

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMsduyrqDgjGtSmA3rGNwSzlagBOJEj9YBW
https://www.aarp.org/health/healthy-living/info-2014/foods-that-help-you-sleep-photo.html
https://www.aarp.org/health/healthy-living/info-2014/high-intensity-interval-training-photo.html
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 Deaconess Patricia Andrewn 4/1 

Kailee S. Beckham 4/1 

Quiana Ford 4/1

DeNeisha Y. Johnson-McFayden 4/1

Fathia Dora Thompson 4/1

Deacon Kevin Little 4/2

Eloise Rayford 4/2

Bernard Nelverson White 4/2

Alexander Williams IV 4/4

Larry F.X. Williams Jr. 4/4

Sekai Jasmine Bonner-Flagg 4/6

Deacon Emeritus Thaddeus Taylor 
(101st) 4/6

Shane Allen 4/7

Juniors B. Thompson 4/7

Micah Cooper 4/8

Janeé Drumgold 4/8

Kelly Ferguson 4/9 

Deacon Stanford Britt 4/10

Sheila Pulley Kouamé 4/10

Priscilla Martin 4/10

Seteria Toney 4/10

Rev. Avery Blakeney 4/11

Karen R. Sidney-Drumgold 4/11

Marla Dickson 4/12

Roman Holton 4/13

Erica Thompson 4/14

Pearl J. Paige Davis  (92nd) 4/15

Mark Watson 4/16

Derrick Collins 4/17

Deaconess Joan Jefferson 4/18

Janyce Jefferson 4/20

V. Kimberly Baldwin 4/21

Dorothy Jordan Curtis 4/22

Deaconess Sharon Tucker 4/22

Jordan Maya Baucum Colbert 4/23

Debora Lewis 4/23

Josie W. Meeks 4/23

Emerson Bretous 4/25

Denise Goode 4/25

Trustee April Massey 4/25

Gloria T. Spann 4/26

Cheryle L. DuBose 4/27

Deacon Yvonne T. Gowdy 4/27

David Forston  4/27

Eleanor Gordon 4/28

David A. McGhee 4/29

Please notify the church office of additions or corrections.

APRIL BIRTHDAYS
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April Calendar
Saturday, April 2
Deacon Board Meeting, Zoom, 9 a.m.

Sunday, April 3
Church School, Adult Class, in person & Zoom, 9 a.m.
Worship Service, Communion, in person & livestream, 10 a.m.
Youth Church, in person, chapel & Zoom, 10:30 a.m. 
Church School, Pre-K to Age 10, Zoom, 12:30 p.m.

Tuesday, April 5
Intercessory Prayer Call, led by Clergy, 6:30 a.m.
Bible Study with Revs. Roberts and Hall, Zoom, 7 p.m.

Wednesday, April 6
Lenten Service, Rev. H. Lionel Edmonds preaching, Zoom, Noon
Choir Rehearsal, in person, chapel, 7 p.m.

Thursday, April 7
Food Pantry, 10 a.m.–1 p.m.
Prayer Meeting Call, led by Deacons, 6:30 p.m.

Saturday, April 9
Progressive Adults, “Catch Me If You Can,” Arena Stage, 2 p.m.

Sunday, April 10
Church School, Adult Class, in person & Zoom, 9 a.m.
Worship Service, Palm Sunday, in person & livestream, 10 a.m.
Tweens and Teens Church School, in person & Zoom, 10:30 a.m.
Church School, Pre-K to Age 10, Zoom, 12:30 p.m.

Tuesday, April 12
Intercessory Prayer Call, led by Clergy, 6:30 a.m.
Bible Study with Revs. Roberts and Hall, Zoom, 7 p.m.

Wednesday, April 13
Prayer call, led by Deaconesses, Noon
Choir Rehearsal, in person, chapel, 7 p.m.

Thursday, April 14
Maundy Thursday Service w/First Baptist Church of D.C., in 

person & livestream, 7 p.m.
Prayer Meeting Call, Rev. Jerry Cheatham preaching, led by 

Deacons, 6:30 p.m.

Saturday, April 16
Church School Annual Easter Egg Hunt, Noon
Choir Rehearsal, in person, chapel, TBA

Sunday, April 17 – Resurrection Sunday
Choir Rehearsal, in person, chapel, 8 a.m. 
Church School, Adult Class, in person & Zoom, 9 a.m.
Easter Worship Service and Church School presentation, in 

person & livestream, 10 a.m.

Tuesday, April 19 
Intercessory Prayer Call, led by Clergy, 6:30 a.m.
Bible Study with Revs. Roberts and Hall, Zoom, 7 p.m.

Wednesday, April 20 
Prayer call, led by Deaconesses, Noon
Choir Rehearsal, in person, chapel, 7 p.m.

Thursday, April 21
Food Pantry, 10 a.m.–1 p.m.
Prayer Meeting Call, led by Deacons, 6:30 p.m.

Friday, April 22
Church Quarterly Business Meeting, Zoom, 7 p.m.

Saturday, April 23
Leadership Follow-up Meeting, Zoom, 10 a.m.

Sunday, April 24
Church School, Adult Class, in person & Zoom, 9 a.m.
Worship Service, Women’s Day Sunday, Rev. Dr. Natalie P. Alford 

preaching, in person & livestream, 10 a.m.
Tweens and Teens Church School, in person & Zoom, 10:30 a.m.
Church School, Pre-K to Age 10, Zoom, 12:30 p.m.

Tuesday, April 26 
Intercessory Prayer Call, led by Clergy, 6:30 a.m.
Bible Study with Revs. Roberts and Hall, Zoom, 7 p.m.

Wednesday, April 27 
Prayer call, led by Deaconesses, Noon
Choir Rehearsal, in person, chapel, 7 p.m.

Thursday, April 28
Prayer Covenant Meeting Call, Rev. James Crosson preaching, led 

by Deacons, 6:30 p.m.

Saturday, April 30
Usher Board Presents “Jazz on the Lawn,” Eddie Baccus Jr. and 

Straight to the Point, 1–3 p.m.

Information on how to access these services is on page 7.
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