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PASTOR’S CORNER

Looking Forward to a Better Time
By Minister Leslie Wiley

Almost 200 years ago, Charles Dickens wrote, 

“It was the best of times, it was the worst of 

times.” For many of us, 2020 ranks high on 

the list of years that qualify as “the worst of 

times,” and we are eagerly and expectantly 

looking forward to 2021. Many of us have 

been mentally, physically, emotionally, and/

or financially bruised by 2020’s combination 

of medical, racial, economic, and political upheavals. While 

most of us do not expect 2021 to be the best of times, we hope 

that this year provides not only a reprieve but some amount of 

restoration of what was lost in 2020.

Our hope, however, cannot be based solely on the promise of 

new vaccines, the inauguration of a new Administration, or any 

other of the myriad things we think need to happen for 2021 

to be a better year than 2020. Those things may be good, but 

they are not strong enough things on which to build our hope. 

Instead, our hope for 2021 and beyond has to be built on the 

eternal truth that “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word 

was with God, and the Word was God” (John 1:1) and that the 

darkness (the sin and chaos of this world) did not overcome the 

light (John 1:5).

The scripture promised that the chaos of this world could not 

overcome God’s light in the world. As dark as things might 

seem, we can continue to have hope because this world is still 

in the hands of a righteous, just, and merciful God. God did not 

promise me that my life would be problem-free; in fact, Jesus 

promised that I would have troubles (John 16:33). But God also 

promised that I would never be forsaken (Deut 31:6), that God’s 

grace would be sufficient when I am weak (2 Cor 12:9), and that 

in the midst of turmoil, I could still have joy and peace (John 

14:27).

John tells us that the Word (referring to Jesus) was the light 
of all mankind and that this light shined in the darkness. When 

you walk into a dark room, it is easy to stumble and fall over 

something you did not see; but when the light is on, you can 

easily avoid that stumbling block. The light keeps us from hurt, 

harm, and danger. And of course, light—like the light from the 

sun or the light from the Son—gives life. On a spiritual level, 

when we look to the Word, God offers us fellowship, reveals 

what is true, and exposes what is false.

Despite knowing that God was with us this past year, we 

still experienced fear, hurt, loneliness, anger, and sorrow. But 

amid all we experienced, God remained in control. Just look 

at our church for proof. Although the pandemic kept us 

from gathering in person, we still worshiped, prayed, studied, 

ministered, mourned, and celebrated together as a community 

of believers. We grew more diligent in our corporate prayers 

and bible studies and still found ways to speak out against 

injustice. In some ways, we became a stronger and more 

resilient church. Despite the closed doors, Nineteenth Street still 

actively reflected God’s light in the world. Two thousand years 
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after this passage of scripture 

was written, the light continued 

to overcome the darkness. 

The darkness of 2020 did not 

defeat us. It challenged us, but 

it also empowered us. When we 

gather again, we will come back 

to handshakes, hugs, and food 

(oh, my…the food). We will once 

again sing together and clasp 

hands as we pray together. But 

as we celebrate those things that 

will have been restored to us, let 

us also allow God to build upon 

what we gained during the chaos 

of 2020. Happy New Year! v

Minister Wiley is one of the leaders 
of the Women’s Ministry and is 
active in the New Members’ Ministry, 
Global Missions Ministry, and the 
Sunday School. She preached her 
initial sermon on June 9, 2016, and 
shortly thereafter was licensed as a 
minister of the Gospel by Nineteenth 
Street. She has earned a bachelor’s 
degree in Industrial Engineering 
(Northwestern University), a 
Master of Business Administration 
(University of Pennsylvania), and 
a Master of Divinity (Wesley 
Theological Seminary).

Deaconesses Deliver Winner’s Purses
By Deaconess E. Louise White

On a crispy cold, sunny Monday morning, a group of deaconesses gathered with sisterly 

love on the church parking area to put the finishing touches on their December service 

project, A Winner’s Purse. The name was aptly chosen for the slightly used or new 

handbags contributed by the Flower Groups (visitation teams) for women in job skills 

preparation classes at The Samaritan Residence Inn and New Endeavors for Women.

The handbags were festively wrapped in tissue paper and nestled in holiday gift bags 

to be used as Christmas gifts or as 

incentives. Each purse contained items 

that many successful working women 

carry everyday—toiletries; PPE supplies; 

warm hats, gloves, and scarves; and 

notebooks and pens. 

Although hidden behind their masks, 

the deaconesses’ happy faces mirrored 

the tearful smiles of the resident staff 

who met the vehicles loaded with 20 

handbags and ready-to-wear suits and 

dresses. The Deaconess Board proudly 

“did their duty as deaconesses should.”

Thanks to Trustee Franklin Smith and 

Brother Bernard White for their much-

appreciated assistance. v

Back Row: Deaconesses Cathy Nunn, 
Evangeline Stevens, Mattie Gay, and  

E. Louise White. Front Row: Deaconesses 
Margaret Corbin, Dena Bowen, and Gloria 

Smith with gift bags to be donated
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Pastor Surprised by Birthday Drive-by
By Deaconess Brenda Lightening-Tolbert,  
President, Pastor’s Aid Ministry

Pastor Roberts was Hippopotamus HAPPY 

and Elephant ELATED (quoting one of his 

lines) about the surprise drive-by birthday 

celebration at the church on Thursday, 

December 3. And not only was he happy, 

he was very surprised. 

During the 90-minute event, approxi-

mately 30 folks made their way in cars and 

on foot to wish Pastor Roberts a happy 

birthday. All who came received a small 

bag of treats, containing a slice of one of 

Deaconess Hester Jones’ delicious cakes, a Twinkie, and Dingdong. Deaconess Jones 

baked a cake for Pastor Roberts to take home, and Roxanna Bilal also drove by with a 

pound cake for the pastor.

The Pastor’s Aid Ministry coordinated the event with the assistance of Trustee 

Franklin Smith, Robin Smith, Robin Williams, Portia Thompson, Shirley France, Edith 

Bullard-Britt, and Deacon Fred Leftrict. Thanks to 

Deaconesses Evangeline Stevens and Hester Jones 

and Deacons Deborah Crain Kemp and Gerald 

Young for their support; Trustee Charlie Sprow 

for suggesting the drive-by celebration; and 

Roman Holton for producing the birthday video 

expressing appreciation for Pastor Roberts and 

his ministry which was shown during the Sunday, 

November 29, worship service. v
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What You Need to Know About the COVID-19 Vaccine
By Reginald Cole, M.D., Trustee and Emergency Management Team Member

In the midst of the human tragedy brought on by the COVID-19 

pandemic, the long-awaited distribution of the COVID-19 

vaccines is good news. That said, the Nineteenth Street Baptist 

Church Emergency Management Team, under the direction 

of Rev. Darryl Roberts and the church leadership, continues 

to develop policies and procedures for the use of the church 

sanctuary, administrative spaces, and grounds to 

prepare the church for the eventual reopening for 

in-person worship services.

The wide distribution and adminis-

tration of the COVID-19 vaccines will 

undoubtedly be important in assuring 

that we get back into the church 

for worship as fast and as safely as 

possible. According to public health 

experts, for the vaccines to be truly 

effective, we must all understand 

the importance of participating 

in the planned vaccination 

program. Despite the importance 

of vaccination efforts, many still 

have questions and concerns about 

the safety of the COVID-19 vaccines. 

With the recent FDA approval and 

initial limited distribution of the first two 

COVID-19 vaccines, the Centers for Disease 

Control (CDC) has provided some answers 

to frequently asked questions (FAQs) about the 

vaccines to make the vaccination program more understandable 

and acceptable.  A summary of some of these questions and 

answers is listed below.

Q: Are the vaccines safe?
According to the CDC website, “The U.S. Food and Drug 

Administration (FDA) has granted Emergency 

Use Authorizations (EUA) for two COVID-19 

vaccines which have been shown to be safe 

and effective as determined by data from 

the manufacturers and findings from 

large clinical trials.”

Two important safety facts about the 

vaccines are mentioned on the CDC 

website.

First, COVID-19 vaccines will not 

give you COVID-19. The current 

COVID-19 vaccines do not use the 

live virus that causes COVID-19. 

These vaccines are called mRNA 

vaccines and are designed to instruct 

“our cells to make a harmless spike 

protein like the same protein found 

on the surface of the virus that causes 

COVID-19. When we receive the vaccine, our 

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/info-by-product/index.html
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immune system recognizes this spike protein and produces 

antibodies against the COVID-19 virus.”

Second, COVID-19 vaccines will not cause you to test positive 

on COVID-19 viral tests. These tests indicate current infection, 

and since these vaccines don’t cause COVID-19 infection, the 

viral test should be negative. On the other hand, antibody tests 

may be positive after your vaccination, which could indicate the 

presence of antibodies to COVID-19 and a level of protection 

against the virus. It is currently unclear, however, how the 

COVID-19 vaccines will affect the antibody tests.

Q: Do the COVID-19 vaccines have side effects?
According to the CDC website, “the side effects from COVID-19 

vaccination may feel like flu and might even affect your ability 

to do daily activities, but they should go away in a few days.”

The CDC also suggests that anyone with a history of significant 

allergic responses should consult their physician before 

receiving the vaccine to determine safety.

Q: Will the COVID-19 vaccinations protect me from 
getting COVID-19?
A: According to the CDC website, “the COVID-19 vaccination will 

help protect you from getting the infection.”

Also, based on the CDC website, “people who have gotten sick 

with COVID-19 may still benefit from getting vaccinated.”

Q: Will the COVID-19 vaccines stop the spread of the 
COVID-19 pandemic?
A: According to the CDC website, in addition to the wide 

distribution and administration of the COVID-19 vaccines, “it is 

important for everyone to continue using all the tools available 

to help stop this pandemic as we learn more about how 

COVID-19 vaccines work in real-world conditions. Cover your 

mouth and nose with a mask when around others, stay at least 

6 feet away from others, avoid crowds, and wash your hands 

often.”

Q: When can I get one of the vaccines?
A: The CDC has indicated that they expect the initial supply of 

COVID-19 vaccines in the United States to be limited initially; 

therefore, they recommend that the federal, state, and local 

governments prioritize people receiving the vaccine based 

on guidelines from the Advisory Committee on Immunization 

Practices (ACIP). The prioritized groups are as follow:

• Phase 1a groups include healthcare personnel and residents 

of long-term care facilities. Healthcare professionals should 

offer these groups the first doses of COVID-19 vaccines.

• Phases 1b and 1c is the next group that should have the 

opportunity to receive the vaccine. Phase 1b groups include 

essential frontline workers and people aged 75 years 

and older. Phase 1c groups include people aged 65 to 74 

years; people aged 16 to 64 years with underlying medical 

conditions as well as other essential workers not included in 

the phase 1a group.

• Lastly, based on CDC recommendations, as the “vaccine 

availability increases, vaccination recommendations will 

expand to include more groups.”

Hopefully, this review of the information provided by the CDC 

on the ongoing COVID-19 vaccination program will help all of us 

at Nineteenth Street Baptist Church make informed decisions 

about participating in the COVID-19 vaccination program. From 

the Emergency Management Team, we say stay safe and be 

blessed. v
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TRUSTEE TALK 

Trustee Board Sees Change, Casts Vision for Future
By Trustee Donza M. Poole

One thing we have learned from the COVID-19 pandemic is that, 

through faith and vision, the church can adapt and even thrive 

during the most challenging of times. We are sure to be tested 

again this year, but we trustees enter the new year encouraged 

by the faith and resiliency the church family has already shown 

during this unprecedented time. 

In this month’s column, we say goodbye to a board member, 

introduce our elected officers, and preview our strategic plan to 

help the church continue to innovate, adapt, and thrive. 

Three Years of Faithful Service
This month marks the end 

of Trustee Patrick Cooper’s 

three-year term as a member of 

the Board of Trustees. Trustee 

Cooper brought much to this 

group as an architect and real 

estate developer with over 

twenty-five years of experience 

as a project leader on a broad 

range of residential, commercial, 

and institutional development 

projects. 

A Hampton University alum 

with a Bachelor of Architecture 

degree, Trustee Cooper 

is a proud member of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity and the 

principal and founder of Compass Design & Development 

(www.compassdesdev.com). 

During Trustee Cooper’s tenure on the Board, he served as Chair 

of the Buildings and Grounds Committee and managed several 

of the church’s significant capital improvement projects. “The 

skill set that Trustee Cooper brought to the Board of Trustees 

was very timely and much needed,” said Trustee Chair Franklin 

Smith. “I commend him for stepping forth on several occasions 

to assist the Board with several key projects.”

In 2018, Trustee Cooper oversaw the renovation of the 

Jones-Handy House, helping restore this long, under-utilized 

property to a beautiful home that has been continuously rented 

since 2019. Trustee Cooper also oversaw the 2019 installation 

of the church’s outdoor digital sign and the construction last 

year of a wheelchair-accessible ramp and drop-off lane for the 

Crittenden Street entrance. 

“The highlight of his tenure for me was the role that he assumed 

in helping to develop the plan for the renovation and the 

actual restoration and rental of the Jones-Handy House,” said 

Chairman Smith. “His skills were invaluable during this process 

and the results are both visible in the completed renovation of 

the house as well as the current revenue benefit to the church.” 

As Chairman Smith observed, Trustee Cooper approached each 

project, big or small, with an eye towards professionalism. 

http://www.compassdesdev.com
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“He always promoted having projects professionally done, 

whether it was getting the new Black Lives Matter sign attached 

to the church wall or seeking a city permit to complete a task 

or repairing the grate in the courtyard. If his name was attached, 

I could always count on it being done correctly, uniquely, and 

professionally,” Chairman Smith said.

While the Board will certainly miss Trustee Cooper as both a 

member and a colleague, he has reminded us that he is not 

going anywhere, and assures us that he will still be available to 

assist the Board when needed.

Casting the Vision for a Strategic Plan
At the Board’s annual retreat last February, we set a goal of 

developing a five-year strategic plan for the Board. After the 

retreat, Trustee April Massey was tapped to lead the subcom-

mittee assigned to spearhead the plan’s development. 

The plan, now in early draft form, will be built around objectives 

that aim to more closely align church spending around the 

church’s mission and strategic priorities, foster more proactive, 

versus reactive spending, and cultivate more sustainable 

financial practices. The plan will also better define the Board’s 

role in helping Nineteenth Street continue to be a church that 

is passionate about glorifying God through transformative 

ministries. Although work on the plan was delayed due to the 

pandemic, the Board looks forward to sharing this plan with the 

church once it is finalized. 

Board Member and Treasurer Extend Terms,  
Officers Re-Elected
We are pleased to report that Trustee Emerson Bretous 

has agreed to extend his term on the Board. Under special 

pandemic rules adopted at the last church business meeting, 

Trustee Bretous, whose second term was due to expire this 

month, has agreed to remain on the Board another year. An 

experienced IT professional, he will continue bringing technical 

know-how to the Board, particularly valuable as the church 

continues its audio-visual upgrades. 

The Board is also pleased to report that Treasurer Shirley France 

has agreed to extend her term as church treasurer for another 

year under the special pandemic rules. The Board works very 

closely with Treasurer France, and we are immensely grateful 

that she will continue to serve the church and the Board in this 

important role.

Finally, last month, the Board elected its 2021 officers, 

re-electing Trustee Franklin Smith as Chair, Trustee Emerson 

Bretous as Vice Chair, Trustee Donza Poole as Secretary, and 

Trustee Cheryl Johnson as Parliamentarian. v

Give Your Tithes and Offerings
MAIL A CHECK

 Nineteenth Street Baptist Church  

 4606 16th St. NW 

 Washington, D.C. 20011

DONATE ONLINE 

 at 19thstreetbc.org

 by debit or credit card or PayPal

DONATE VIA APP

 Givelify: Nineteenth Street Baptist Church

 Cash App: $NineteenthStreet Cash App
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COVID-19 Reopening  
Survey Delayed
By Trustee Donza M. Poole 

The Emergency Management Team has decided to delay the 

COVID-19 church reopening survey, which was scheduled to 

begin last month, 

The decision was made due to the rising COVID-19 infection 

rate in the area which led the District to reduce the limit 

on in-person worship services from 100 to just 50 people. 

Also, December was not an ideal time to assess how the 

congregation would feel about returning to in-person 

services given the surge in the coronavirus infection rate 

after Thanksgiving and government warnings to limit indoor 

gatherings with people outside of your household. 

When the survey is released, it will be sent via email, the 

most cost-effective and efficient way to conduct the survey. 

If you are not on the church’s email list but would like to 

receive your survey by email, visit the church website at 

www.19thstreetbc.org and click on the Newsletters icon at 

the bottom of the homepage under Contact Us. (By joining 

the church email list, you will also receive the weekly eblasts 

and monthly newsletters.)

If you do not have access to email or prefer not to sign-up 

for the church’s email list, a survey can be sent to you by 

regular mail. 

Please monitor the church announcements, church website, 

and eblasts for the new date for the survey. Once received, 

please return your survey by the requested deadline. Your 

views are important. v

Pastor Roberts on the Air
Tune into the Coach Butch McAdams Show on Sunday, 

January 17, 12:30 p.m. to hear Pastor Darryl Roberts talk 

about Nineteenth Street ministries and initiatives.

Listen live on radio stations WOL (1450 AM) and MAGIC 

(95.9 FM) or listen to live radio streaming on a computer  

or cellphone device by going to www.woldcnews.com. v

Check out and follow our social media accounts: 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/Everyblessing.org

Instagram: www.instagram.com/explore/tags/nsbcdc

ACCESS NINETEENTH STREET SERVICES

Access LIVESTREAM on YouTube at  
youtube.com/channel/UClL8xG5-YbTSRVVx1odHcZA

 Access the PRAYER MEETING AND PRAYER CALL at  
605-472-5349, access code 348952#

Access the CHURCH SCHOOL ADULT CLASS CALL at  
712-770-5572, access code 577559#

Contact organizers for access to ZOOM programs

www.19thstreetbc.org

http://www.19thstreetbc.org
https://www.facebook.com/Everyblessing.org/
https://www.instagram.com/explore/tags/nsbcdc/
https://www.facebook.com/Everyblessing.org
http://www.instagram.com/nsbcdc
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Page-turner Book Reviews
By Deacon Johnnie Love 

The Fruit of the Spirit: Becoming the 
Person God Wants You to Be  
by Thomas E. Trask and Wayde I. Goodall 

As the Board of Deacons’ new chair of 

the Fruit of the Spirit Ministry, I highly 

recommend this book! It is an excellent 

way for us to begin the new year in our call 

to walk closer to the Lord and serve in His 

Kingdom here on earth. 

You may have often wondered: what can I read, other than 

the Bible, to help me understand what my walk with the Lord 

should be? Perhaps you are not sure what a “spirit-filled” life 

is all about. Or you may have wondered, what the Fruit of the 
Spirit means, and what it has to do with how you live? 

These are all excellent questions, and Trask and Goodall provide 

a powerful explanation in Fruit of the Spirit: Becoming the 
Person God Wants You to Be. The authors explain how one can 

experience true joy, share how to have healthy relationships, 

and how to live free from worry and anxiety. Their truth is by 

letting God’s Spirit grow in your heart, you will be developing 

the Fruit of the Spirit.

I know, every day, I want to grow in the knowledge of Jesus 

Christ as I live for Him. I also want Christ to be my source of 

strength for living in times like these. This book will become an 

all-inspiring easy read “page-turner” and assist you in finding a 

clear explanation of what Fruit of the Spirit is and how you can 

make it a part of your everyday life. 

The authors make it clear that Jesus was the first to speak to 

believers about bearing much fruit. In John 15:1, Jesus says, “I 

am the Vine,” the one who has no sin. He tells us that being 

followers and connected to Him as branches are the only ways 

we connect to the Father. 

Jesus said, “My Father is the gardener. He cuts off every branch 

in us that bears no fruit, while every branch He prunes so 

that it will be even more fruitful.” The Father uses the system 

of pruning to strengthen the plant. We must prune nearly all 

fruit plants at least annually for them to produce. Our God is 

glorified when we show others by the fruit we display that we 

are his disciples. In John 15:5, Jesus also tells us that “I am the 

vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in me and I in Him, 

he will bear much fruit, apart from me you can do nothing.” 
Trask and Goodall point out that we must hunger and search 

desperately for ways to cling to the vine. 

In Galatians 5:22, Paul tells how the Fruit of the Spirit comes 

from God and how we produce the fruit of love, joy, peace, 

patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, and self-control if 

we only maintain our connection to the vine. The authors’ illus-

trations show the reader the difference we can make when the 

Holy Spirit reproduces God’s fruit in our lives because there is 

no law against this fruit. You will be monumentally blessed by 

reading this book! v

https://www.amazon.com/Fruit-Spirit-Becoming-Person-Wants/dp/1400209145/ref=sr_1_3?dchild=1&keywords=fruit+of+the+spirit&qid=1609272575&s=books&sr=1-3
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Blacks in the Bible Series II Begins January 5
By Deaconess Patricia Kilby-Robb, Director, Board of Christian Education

The Board of Christian Education is sponsoring the Presence of 
Blacks in the Bible Study Series II. This six-week virtual program 

will be incorporated into the Pastor’s Tuesday 7 p.m. Bible 

study, beginning on January 5, 2021, and will conclude with a 

two-hour Saturday session on February 6. The target audience 

for the series includes ministerial leaders, Christian Education 

leaders, Church School teachers, seminary students and the 

congregation. 

Dr. Theron D. Williams will be a guest instructor for the series 

and will present at the opening and closing sessions. Dr. 

Williams is the author of The Bible is Black History, which is 

the text for this series. Dr. Williams has been the pastor of Mt. 

Carmel Church of Indianapolis, Indiana, for over 30 years and is 

the author of five other compelling books. 

The Board of Christian Education was led by the Spirit several 

years ago to investigate the Black presence in the Bible from 

a Christian education perspective. The Board presented a 

program in April 2019 using Biblical scriptures and research 

studies from two books by Rev. Walter Arthur McCray on the 

Black presence in the Bible. The evaluations from the partici-

pants of the initial series requested ongoing Biblical research 

topics on the presence of Blacks in the Bible. As a result, the 

Board determined that a series of study would significantly 

benefit church leaders and church members in their study, 

comprehension, and performance of service as mature African 

American Christians.

The presenters participating in Series II include the church’s 

ministerial staff and the Director of the Board of Christian 

Education Patricia Kilby-Robb. The topics and study leaders for 

the six-week series are listed below:

January 5: The Bible is Black History, Chapters 1, 2, and 7, Dr. 

Theron Williams

January 12: The Israelites’ Migrations to Africa and The Apostle 
Paul and the Early Christians, Chapters 3 and 5, Pastor Darryl D. 

Roberts 

January 19: The Jesus Christ, Chapter 4, Rev. Dr. Cheryl 

Coleman Hall 

January 26: Brainwashing/The Whitewashing of Biblical 
Hebrew History/Identity Theft and the Emergence of the 
White Male Supremacy System/The Significance of a White 
Jesus, Chapter 6, Rev. Reginald Townsend 

February 2: The Presence of Blacks in the Bible Series I, 
Overview, Summary including Noah and His Offspring, Rev. 

Robin Turner and Rev. Edward Turner

February 6: Burdens, Blessings and Challenges of Blackness, 
Chapters 8, 9, and 10, Saturday, 10 a.m.–Noon, Dr. Theron 

Williams

Contact the church office to register and to purchase a copy of 
The Bible is Black History for the class. v
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Start the New Year on a High Note!
By Trustee Donza M. Poole, Music Ministry

Calling all singers and would-be singers! 

Minister of Music Kenny Peagler invites you to connect with Nineteenth Street’s 
virtual Music Ministry and start your new year off with a song. 

The Mass Choir meets virtually on Zoom on Wednesdays at 7:30 p.m. for an 
hour of fellowship, song, and prayer during its Choir Connection Call.

Now is a great time for newcomers to experience the choir’s welcoming 
ministry and for those who have been away to reconnect. No prior choir 
experience is necessary, and connecting with the ministry could not be much 
easier. Join the choir calls virtually from the comfort of your home. Some 
members have even dropped in while on their evening Metro commute. 
And one member joins us from Minneapolis. You can join the weekly Choir 
Connection Call by videoconference or by phone, whatever works better for 
you.

The choir is currently preparing for its upcoming song selections and will soon 
start rehearsing for Easter. Plans are also underway to take the virtual choir 
experience to the next level. Learn more during this month’s Choir Connection 
Calls. 

Even though the choir is unable to gather in-person due to the pandemic, the 
weekly calls have proven to be a special way to maintain connections or make 
a new connection. And though the connections are virtual, for now, it is still 
a wonderful time to be part of the Music Ministry fellowship and be able to 
minister to others through song. 

If you are interested in joining the Wednesday Choir Connection Call or learning 
more about the Music Ministry, contact Minister of Music Kenny Peagler at 
ministerofmusic@19thstreetbc.org. v

Join the Choir Connection Calls on Wednesdays at 7:30 p.m.! 

Welcome  
New Member

Rev. Walter Jackson III became a new 

member in December 2020. His name 

was incorrect in the last issue.
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Renew Your NAACP AND ASALH Memberships Today!
By Deacon Billy F. Gay

Injustice anywhere is injustice everywhere!

This appeal to initiate or renew your membership in the NAACP 

and ASALH is made with the mission of the Helping Hand 

Club in mind: “to uplift and uphold all humanity.” We also are 

mindful of the historical concerns and pursuits of our people 

to eliminate Jim Crow and discrimination laws, correct racist 

practices, address social inequities, register and mobilize 

voters, reform criminal justice systems, and advocate for the 

removal, relocation, or replacement of racist, slaveholder and 

Confederate names as memorials, military bases, buildings and 

schools.

The Helping Hand Club strives to instill ethnic pride to preserve 

the legacy and history of people of African ancestry. To this end, 

the Helping Hand Club continuously supports and collaborates 

with the NAACP, the NAACP Legal Defense Fund, and ASALH. 

However, we care about all people, no matter the sexual 

orientation, gender, socio-economic status, religion, culture, 

nationality, etc. As Christians, we acknowledge and confirm 

God’s love for all His children. All lives do matter! 

We urge you to renew and/or subscribe as an Annual or 

Lifetime member to continue our advocacy as a caring 

community of African Americans. 

The deadline for all renewal memberships is January 31, 2021. 
For your convenience, you can donate and renew online at their 

websites. 

NAACP: www.naacp.org ASALH: www.asalh.org

NAACP National Legal Fund: www.naacpldf.org

S AV E  T H E  D AT E

Sunday, February 14, 2021

114th Annual African American History 
Kick-off Worship Service

Sponsored by the Helping Hand Club
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Look What’s Coming!
February is  

National Children’s Dental Health Month 

but All Smiles Matter!

Zoom sessions will provide info  

on the ins and outs of proper  

dental health for all ages

Plus, giveaways and prizes

First event scheduled for February 4, 2021

Look for the full calendar of sessions on the  

church website and in next month’s Epistle

Sponsored by  

181st Anniversary Committee  

and Colgate

Want to Learn to Speak Spanish?
By Oretha Chandler, Senior Ministry

The Senior Ministry is hosting a six-week series to learn to speak Spanish. The 

sessions will be on Saturdays from January 9 through February 13 from 1 to 2 

p.m. The Zoom series is offered through the D.C. Public Library (DCPL) and 

will teach participants to use DCPL digital resources to self-teach Spanish. The 

following sessions will be offered:

January 9: DCPL digital resources to self-teach Spanish featuring Mango, a 

self-paced and intuitive language tool

January 16: Practice session for registered participants

January 23: Downloadable DCPL digital resources to support learning of 

Spanish

January 30: Practice session for registered participants

February 6: Additional Spanish language learning opportunities available 

throughout the city, where formal classes are offered

February 13: Final practice session for registered participants

The virtual sessions will be led by DCPL librarian, Chelsea Kirkland. Having 

a DC Public Library card is a prerequisite; however, you do not have to be a 

D.C. resident to get a D.C. public library card. To obtain a library card, visit: 

https://www.dclibrary.org/getacard#who

Register for the Zoom lessons here. v

https://everyblessing.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=fcabd391e36a02bdbfc6b6134&id=b11e4210a1&e=e584fd0ae4
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMpdOGuqTgsHNTOmtLV1P3RyKNMCrc_EMKM


16The Epistle | Vol. 42 No. 1 | January 2021

Love Pals Jingle and Mingle Together
By Virginia C. Lee

Whatever else we lost this year, let us keep Christmas still 
a shining thing. Whatever doubts or fears assail us, let us 
hold close one day, remembering its special significance in 
our hearts and daring to hope for a better new year.

With that as our guiding principle, the Progressive Adults held 

a virtual gathering for our Love Pals this holiday season on 

December 17.

Unbound by geography and with the assistance of Sister Shirley 

France, the Progressive Adults hosted the Zoom gathering 

which was attended by 12 of our 24 Love Pals. Also attending 

were 17 members of the Progressive Adults and four members 

of our ministerial staff. It was good to see everyone on-screen 

and to put names and faces together for the first time. 

After a friendly round of introductions, the Love Pals met in 

a separate breakout room to get reacquainted. When they 

returned, they participated in an open discussion about their 

lives in the age of COVID-19. They expressed a common feeling 

that the pandemic had upended their lives, but each had found 

their own way of coping. Two Love Pals were able to complete 

their studies and graduate this semester despite the pandemic. 

A medley of Christmas songs performed by pianist Alma 

Costello provided an enjoyable musical interlude, thanks to 

Sister Sandra Howell. Next,  Rev. Harris updated the Love 

Pals on events they could be involved in during the holidays 

and emphasized the importance of staying connected. Pastor 

Roberts gave encouraging remarks about what the students 

had achieved this semester despite challenging odds. He also 

urged them to keep faith that change for the better is coming in 

2021. 

Rev. Townsend closed the program with a toast to the Love Pals, 

in which he wished all a healthy and joyful holiday and blessings 

beyond measure in the coming new year. This gathering was 

truly a loving way in a new space for the Progressive Adults to 

fulfill the tradition of Christmas. v

Congratulations to Graduating Love Pals!

 See page 18 for complete list of Love Pal Students and Mentors.

Nigel Sanders

Hampton University
Keelin Brown

Bowie State University
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Christmas Bazaar Spotlights Love Pals and Black Vendors
By Trustee Donza M. Poole, Building Fund Committee

The Building Fund Committee (BFC) learned 

last month that Zoom worked well for a 

Christmas Bazaar. It was a safe way to hold 

our seventh annual bazaar and continue the 

tradition of supporting local Black artists, entre-

preneurs, Fair Trade, and the church Love Pal 

Program. 

Using Zoom’s breakout room feature, the BFC hosted a live 

interactive bazaar online. We opened the bazaar with a short 

vendor showcase, then vendors were placed in breakout rooms 

we named virtual pop-up shops, which bazaar-goers could visit 

on their own. 

The bazaar seemed well-received by bazaar-goers and vendors 

alike. Bazaar-goers appreciated the freedom to visit vendors on 

their own. Vendors appreciated the opportunity to vend online, 

some for the first time.

The bazaar featured eleven vendors, including two area store 

owners who participated from their stores. Given the economic 

hardships caused by the pandemic (especially in the Black 

community), the BFC did not charge vendors a registration fee 

this year.

Church member Myra Banks-Scott represented the Love 

Pal Program and spoke of her experience mentoring Kailee 

Beckham, a freshman majoring in industrial engineering at the 

University of Pittsburgh. Bazaar-goers learned that 24 students 

are participating in this year’s Love Pal Program, sponsored by 

the Progressive Adults Ministry. Because the Progressive Adults 

were unable to fundraise through their signature theater outings, 

the BFC wanted to encourage support for the ministry, which 

has helped over 500 students with bi-monthly stipends and 

mentoring. Over $175 has been raised to date, and donations 

can still be made by visiting the Giving page on the church 

website, www.19thstreetbc.org. Be sure to designate your gift 

for the Love Pal Program.

The BFC’s Christmas Bazaar Team is grateful for the support it 

received from non-BFC volunteers who helped before and on 

bazaar day. With the bazaar’s success, the team is thinking of 

hosting next month’s Jubilee Sunday Marketplace online. Stay 

tuned. v 

All year long, please support the vendors  

who participated in Christmas Bazaar 2020!

Christmas Bazaar Vendors

B. Dava Designs  
Brenda Davis, b.dava@yahoo.com, jewelry, scarves, and hats.

BSB Floral Designs  
Beverly Ferguson, www.fergieshop.square.site, art, home, and 

gift items, including sculptures from Burkina Faso and metal 

prints from South Africa. 

continued on next page

http://www.19thstreetbc.org
mailto:bdava@yahoo.com
http://www.fergieshop.square.site
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Bellaverses  
Sondra Jordan, www.bellaverses.com, framed “wordgifts” 

for all occasions, draping bookmarks, and word 

embroidered towels and pillowcases.

Doors to Africa  
Evelyn Ngong, www.doorstoafrica.biz, African clothing, 

jewelry, and crafts. 

Hamilo Baby Dolls  
Melody Wheatley, www.hamilobabydolls.com, poseable 

porcelain dolls.

Holmes Heritage Hat Collection  

Building Fund Committee, contact Joyce Kilgore, 

BuildingFund@19thstreetbc.org, vintage women hats, 

including designer pieces.

It’s a Wrap Project 
Julia M. Spraggins, www.itsawrapproject.com, fashionable 

headwraps, turbans, and face masks.

Jacq’s Dolls 
Jacqueline Bryant Campbell, www.jacqsdolls.com, cloth 

dolls in a variety of skin tones, angel ornaments, greeting 

cards, and quilted artwork, and HU Doll.

MAJA 
Mary Butler, www.majajewelry.shop, bronze and pewter 

Turkish jewelry, scarves from Nepal, aluminum scarf pins, 

and handcrafted ornaments from Africa.

Not Your Average Jo 
Johari Rashad, www.nyajo.com, custom fabric and floral 

gifts, including face masks; designs in Divine Nine colors.

Paparazzi Accessories 
Tisha McCray, www.glamitupwithtisha.com, $5 jewelry for 

women plus bracelets for men.

2020-2021 Love Pals and Mentors
LOVE PALS MENTORS

Kailee Beckham Myra Banks-Scott

Kiara Beckham Deaconess Pearl Sudduth

Sekai Bonner-Flagg Jaleya Leonard

Keelin Brown Rev. Reginald & Ferlandia Townsend

Ja’Shaun Coe Shirley France

Derrick Collins James Rodgers

Noah Cooper Emmanuel Bonhomme

Terrell Dance Emmanuel Bonhomme

Alicia Dawson Edith Bullard-Britt

La’Chela Johnson Giovanna Jean-Baptiste Bretous

Mark Little Trustee Emerson Bretous

Matthew Little Stacey Lincoln

Jade Parchment Anika Cooper

Riley Parchment Shirley France

Krista Ross Janice Ghenene

Lindsay Sanders Dorothy Whyte

Nigel Sanders Trustee Franklin & Deaconess Gloria 
Smith

Melvin Spann Rev. Jerry Cheatham

Mack Sullivan Carlton Terry

Taylor Sullivan Dorothy Whyte

Justin Thomas Deacon Kenyatta Hobson

Jadyn Wilensky Barbara Jumper

Jara Wilensky Virginia C. Lee

Gerald “Jay” Young Trustee Franklin & Deaconess Gloria 
Smith

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bellaverses.com%2F&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cb92a79bcc90a47425dff08d8a7cbf8db%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637443841776857434%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=Kj70LLs0m%2BxPnA1p0kc8L9QS7MME%2BRUnldU9jNbOyis%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.doorstoafrica.biz%2F&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cb92a79bcc90a47425dff08d8a7cbf8db%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637443841776857434%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=vrp1Gxc5cEZRDiNio%2FRU%2FFlb%2Bdf5lI7awSUG3Y%2Be0pM%3D&reserved=0
http://www.hamilobabydolls.com
mailto:BuildingFund@19thstreetbc.org
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.itsawrapproject.com%2F&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cb92a79bcc90a47425dff08d8a7cbf8db%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637443841776867389%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=gX46c9HwyCqFICpJJtYlWSDghQl6s%2B%2FUWV3PA4sZLFE%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.jacqsdolls.com%2F&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cb92a79bcc90a47425dff08d8a7cbf8db%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637443841776867389%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=DVEX3L1di9phTnJ7%2FX%2FiPRFRpiubtZ6J6ATYl%2BcqPbU%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.majajewelry.shop%2F&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cb92a79bcc90a47425dff08d8a7cbf8db%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637443841776877343%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=EAbHD43Nqd6xXRZN8l6%2BKQ5rDUtbz493Ldkdu5mLHKM%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.nyajo.com%2F&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cb92a79bcc90a47425dff08d8a7cbf8db%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637443841776877343%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=HDukPcpCY6rVzIXlo1%2FuaSViN4UA7GM390BsTSAwR1E%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.glamitupwithtisha.com%2F&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cb92a79bcc90a47425dff08d8a7cbf8db%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637443841776887293%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=NG5MWNX%2F4t054%2F6lebfhmiLFTM1nqLnQplbYToRmYmM%3D&reserved=0
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December Relax, Relate, Release a Great Success!
By Siera Toney, Membership Care Coordinator

One of the greatest lessons of 2020 is that 

we need and deserve space to relax, friends 

who can relate, and opportunities to release. 

And, on Friday, December 11, a group of 

Nineteenth Street members and ministry 

leaders gathered on Zoom to experience the 

truth of this lesson. 

Twelve disciples participated in the December Relax, Relate, 
Release (R3) session on Zoom. To add a little holiday cheer, 

R3 December featured a holiday yule log that played Luther 

Vandross’s “Have Yourself a Merry Little Christmas,” a guided 

mindful meditation, a Zoom poll about what puts participants in 

the holiday spirit, and clips from the “Twelve Steps of Christmas” 

episode of A Different World, the show which originated the 

iconic mantra “Relax, Relate, Release!”

The last poll question led to a rich discussion about whether 

participants were in the holiday spirit this year, where they have 

been finding joy, and what has been most difficult about the 

holiday season in 2020. The perspectives and experiences were 

extremely diverse, and yet there were many moments where 

people from different social locations could use the signature 

R3 phrase “I can relate.” 

The R3 family held sacred space for each other at R3 December, 

just like they did at R3 November, and pastoral advisors Rev. 

James Harris and Pastor Darryl D. Roberts provided valuable 

pastoral support and care on tough topics. Moreover, new 

voices added rich layers to the conversation from various gener-

ational, spiritual, social, and philosophical points-of-view. There 

was consensus on the need to pray and work for peace—in our 

minds, in our lives, in our communities, and in the land. 

The R3 community thanks and celebrates the many people 

who have participated in and contributed to the establishment 

and success of R3. The world is better because you are in 

it. Moreover, we welcome the light of your presence into this 

new and growing virtual community. We hope to create more 

memories and deeper connections within and throughout Relax, 
Relate and Release in 2021, so please be on the lookout for 

updates on future gatherings, and tell a friend about the safe 

space we are making together. 

To offer feedback on your experience or expectations for future 

R3 gatherings, please feel free to fill out the Google Form linked 

here:  https://rb.gy/nvfm3y. You can fill out the form whether 

you made it to an R3 gathering in 2020 or not. Your feedback 

will be considered when planning future gatherings. 

The 2020 gatherings for R3 and in the close-knit communities 

of our church family show the importance of staying 

connected and the power of our collective perspectives about 

what matters most in these times. We hope the care of the 

Nineteenth Street Baptist Church Community reached you 

wherever you found yourself this holiday season!

Whether or not you were surrounded by loved ones, we hope 

that you felt surrounded by the love and light of Jesus and of 

this community on Christmas Day and throughout Kwanzaa 

Week. May you continue to relax, relate, and release as we walk 

into the New Year together! v

https://rb.gy/nvfm3y


20The Epistle | Vol. 42 No. 1 | January 2021

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS
Deaconess Elizabeth Banks 1/1

Deacon Kenyatta A. Hobson 1/1

Deaconess Sharon O. Miller 1/1

Janice Robertson 1/1

Deaconess Eleanor T. Banks (100th) 1/3

Wille K. Hill (93rd) 1/6

Jacqueline M. Ivey 1/6

Eleanor Lauderdale 1/6

Dorothy J. Morgan 1/6

Abrielle B. Anderson 1/7

Ethelda Burrus 1/8

Leon Russell 1/8

Roxanna Bilal 1/9

Osmund B. Peters 1/10

Deacon Shawn Davis-Wilensky 1/11

Deacon Howard Scott Smith 1/11

Keelin Brown 1/13

Adrienne Elise Banks 1/14

Fiona Orlandella 1/15

Deaconess Gwen Harris-Gale 1/16

Korie Ferguson 1/17

Shirley A. G. Hayes 1/17

Steven Jumper Jr. 1/17

Anika S. Cooper 1/18

Bria Danielle Wooden 1/18

Oretha M. Chandler 1/19

Jozerina W. Mason 1/21

Bria Saunders-Hall 1/22

Kamille Turner 1/22

Teona Drumgold 1/23

Verlena Gilliam 1/23

Noah Little 1/23

Deaconess Monique M.  
Wiley-Crawford 1/24

Kinsley Beckham 1/25

Janice F. Hinton 1/25

Julie Pulley 1/25

Jordon Londyn Johnson 1/26

Deaconess Dorothy Smith 1/26

Coviece Marshall 1/27

Nina Blassengale 1/28

Gerald “Jay” Young II  1/28

Jamall Gregory 1/29

Charlotte E. Wideman Crawford 1/30

Musa V. Little 1/30

Deaconess Mattie Gay 1/31

Alice Thompson 1/31

Please notify the church office  
of additions or corrections.

Sing it twice while you wash your hands!
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January Calendar
Friday, January 1 – New Year’s Day

Sunday, January 3
Church School, Adult Class, conference call, 9-9:40 a.m.
Worship Service, Bring Your Own Elements Communion, livestream, 

10 a.m.
Youth Church, Zoom, 11:30 a.m.
Tweens and Teens Sunday School, Zoom, Noon
Church School, Pre-K to Age 10, Zoom, 1 p.m.

Tuesday, January 5
Praying Through the Pandemic Call, led by Clergy, 6:30-6:45 a.m.
Blacks in the Bible Series II, Bible Study, presented by the Board of 

Christian Education, livestream, 7 p.m.

Wednesday, January 6
Prayer Call, led by Deaconesses, Noon-12:15 p.m.
Music Ministry Choir Connection, Zoom, 7:30-8:30 p.m. 

Thursday, January 7 – Prayer Meeting Call, led by Deacons, 
6:30-7:30 p.m.

Friday, January 8 – Women’s Ministry Bible Study with Rev. Dr. 
Cheryl Hall, Zoom, 7-8:15 p.m.

Sunday, January 10
Church School, Adult Class, conference call, 9-9:40 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service, Ushers Day, livestream, 10 a.m.
Youth Church, Zoom, 11:30 a.m. 
Tweens and Teens Sunday School, Zoom, Noon
Church School, Pre-K to Age 10, Zoom, 1 p.m.

Tuesday, January 12
Praying Through the Pandemic Call, led by Clergy, 6:30-6:45 a.m.
Blacks in the Bible Series II, Bible Study, presented by the Board of 

Christian Education, livestream, 7 p.m.

Wednesday, January 13
Prayer Call, led by Deaconesses, Noon-12:15 p.m.
Music Ministry Choir Connection, Zoom, 7:30-8:30 p.m. 

Thursday, January 14 – Prayer Meeting Call, Rev. Jerry C. Cheatham 
preaching, led by Deacons, 6:30-7:30 p.m.

Friday, January 15 – Church Quarterly Business Meeting, Zoom and 
conference call, 7 p.m.

Sunday, January 17
Church School, Adult Class, conference call, 9-9:40 a.m.
Worship Service, livestream, 10 a.m.
Youth Church, Zoom, 11:30 a.m.
Church School, Pre-K to Age 10, Zoom, 1 p.m.

Monday, January 18 – Martin Luther King Jr. Day Holiday

Tuesday, January 19
Praying Through the Pandemic Call, led by Clergy, 6:30-6:45 a.m.
Blacks in the Bible Series II, Bible Study, presented by the Board of 

Christian Education, livestream, 7 p.m.

Wednesday, January 20
Prayer Call, led by Deaconesses, Noon-12:15 p.m.
Music Ministry Choir Connection, Zoom, 7:30-8:30 p.m.

Thursday, January 21 – Prayer Meeting Call, led by Deacons, 
6:30-7:30 p.m.

Friday, January 22 – Women’s Ministry Bible Study with Rev. Dr. 
Cheryl Coleman Hall, Zoom, 7-8:15 p.m.

Sunday, January 24
Church School, Adult Class, conference call, 9-9:40 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service, livestream, 10 a.m.
Youth Church, Zoom, 11:30 a.m. 
Tweens and Teens Sunday School, Zoom, Noon
Church School, Pre-K to Age 10, Zoom, 1 p.m.

Tuesday, January 26
Praying Through the Pandemic Call, led by Clergy, 6:30-6:45 a.m.
Blacks in the Bible Series II, Bible Study, presented by the Board of 

Christian Education, livestream, 7 p.m.

Wednesday, January 27 – Prayer Call, led by Deaconesses, 
Noon-12:15 p.m.

Thursday, January 28 – Prayer Meeting Call, Rev. Edward Turner 
preaching, led by Deacons, 6:30-7:30 p.m.

Sunday, January 31
Church School, Adult Class, conference call, 9-9:40 a.m.
Worship Service, livestream, 10 a.m.
Youth Church, Zoom, 11:30 a.m.
Church School, Pre-K to Age 10, Zoom, 1 p.m.

Information on how to access these services is on page 10.
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