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PASTOR’S CORNER

It’s in the Name
By Rev. Edward Turner, Associate Minister

In the second chapter of the book of 

Philippians, we discover that Jesus has a 

name that is above every name. In other 

words, God has given Jesus a name, which 

is mightier, more powerful, precious, greater, 

and exalted above every name in heaven, 

earth, and under the earth.

God the Father gave the Son His name 

because Jesus emptied Himself of His 

heavenly glory, became a man, and humbled Himself to the 

lowest place of all in the universe. And, God became man, 

became sin in the world, and suffered the shame of the cross.

The Bible says: therefore, God has highly exalted Him above all 

others to the highest place of honor in the universe, the right 

hand of God’s glory, power, and honor. 

So, the question is, how did Jesus get His name? God the Father 

gave Jesus His name. In Acts 2:36, the Bible says, “Therefore let 

all the house of Israel know assuredly, that God hath made that 

same Jesus, whom ye crucified, both Lord and Christ.”

Nevertheless, Christ also got His name through inheritance. The 

first chapter of Hebrews (KJV) declares, “God, who at sundry 

times and in divers manners spake in time past unto the fathers 

by the prophets, Hath in these last days spoken unto us by his 

Son, whom he hath appointed heir of all things, by whom also 

he made the worlds; Who being the brightness of his glory, and 

the express image of his person, and upholding all things by the 

word of his power, when he had by himself purged our sins, sat 

down on the right hand of the Majesty on high; Being made so 

much better than the angels, as he hath by inheritance obtained 

a more excellent name than they. For unto which of the angels 

said he at any time, Thou art my Son, this day have I begotten 

thee? And again, I will be to him a Father, and he shall be to me 

a Son?” 

Jesus inherited His name from the Father. According to Matthew 

1:21, 23, God gave Him the name Jesus before He was born. 

Jesus literally means He that saves from sin. Jesus was also 

Emmanuel, which by interpretation means God is with us.

God, Himself is a Savior. God saves people from Satan’s 

dominion because of His love for us. Jesus was the exact repre-

sentation of the Father. Therefore, since Jesus means Savior, 

then He must have inherited that name, quality, being, purpose, 

and personality from His Father, God the Savior.

If we want to live in God’s divine purpose for our lives, we must 

understand how Jesus got His name and the authority behind 

His name. Do you know we are authorized to use His name in 

prayer? When we convenience of the authority we have in His 

name, we are assured that we can accomplish all things through 

Christ who strengthens us.

You may recall when Jesus’ disciples asked the Lord to teach 

them to pray as John taught his disciples. Jesus told them, 

“When you pray, say, Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed 
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be thy name.” The name of God means His manifested character. 

God’s supreme manifestation of Himself to us is in His Son, 

Jesus Christ, our Lord. As the body of Christ, we need to be 

emboldened to hallow the name of God because there is no 

other name under heaven given among humanity, whereby we 

must be saved. (Acts 2:12)

When we pray, hallowed be thy name, we assume the position 

as worshipers, who have been redeemed by the Blood of the 

Lamb. 

My brothers and sisters, “God also has highly exalted him and 

given him a name which is above every name, that at the name 

of Jesus every knee should bow, of the things in heaven, and 

things in earth, and things under the earth; and every tongue 

should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of the 

Father.” (Phil 2:9-11) 

In our everyday circumstances of life, we need to know how to 

pray if we want God to hear and answer our prayers. No matter 

how difficult or challenging the situations we face, when we 

know how to pray, we have confidence that God will bring us 

through.

When we pray in the name of Jesus, we gain access to the 

throne room of God. Jesus told his disciples in John 14:1, “Let 

not your hearts be troubled, ye believe in God, believe also in 

me.” Later, in the chapter, Thomas questioned Jesus about not 

knowing the way to go, and Jesus replied, saying, “I am the way 

the truth and the life, no one comes unto the Father, but by me.” 

As Jesus talked with Philip He said, “And whatsoever ye shall 

ask in my name, that will I do, that the Father may be glorified 

in the Son.”

It’s in the name! 

Jesus says, “If ye shall ask anything in my name, I will do it.” 

(John 14:13) If the Lord promises to do it, He will be true to His 

word! You can take it to the bank because God cannot lie. 

So, why do we pray in the name of Jesus? Because the Lord 

instructs us to do so! Because there is power in that name. 

There is healing in that name! There is also peace and joy in that 

name. There is deliverance in the name of Jesus.

However, there are a few things that we must do and 

understand to receive the blessing of God. Jesus says in John 

15:7, “If ye believe in me and my words abide in you, ye shall ask 

what ye will, and it shall be done unto you.”

We must allow the Word of God to fill our hearts and minds. 

Therefore, we are encouraged to “let the word of the Christ 

dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching and admonishing one 

another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs…” (Col 3:16)

Nineteenth Street Baptist Church family, when you pray 

remember to pray in the name of Jesus because when we do 

so, God the Father is glorified. The devil is defeated, and God is 

exalted in the name of Jesus.

I leave you with these words from our Lord, Jesus Christ. “And 

whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name of the 

Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father by Him.”

Peace and blessing! v

Rev. Edward Turner is Associate Minister of Missions and Outreach. He 
led the launch of the Global Missions Ministry, introduced Nineteenth 
Street to World Relief, and organized the church’s first mission trip to 
Trelawny, Jamaica. Rev. Turner works as a director of Human Resources. 
He has a B.A. in Psychology from the University of Toledo and a Master 
of Divinity from Union Theological Seminary.
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EMT Advice: Be Patient and Flexible
By Trustee Jackie Ivey, Chair, Emergency Management Team

Around the time that the coronavirus 

pandemic began in 2020, but just before 

most things were shut down, the Emergency 

Management Team (EMT) was created to 

make recommendations to church leadership 

about how to safely worship and continue 

church operations during an emergency. 

Since the shutdown, the EMT has been 

following the guidance of the Centers for Disease Control 

and Prevention (CDC) and the District of Columbia (D.C.) 

government and researching as much information as we could 

find about how the church could safely resume in-person 

worship services. As everyone is aware, this is an evolving 

situation. The EMT humbly requests everyone’s patience and 

flexibility while we navigate the latest CDC and D.C. government 

guidance.  

Although the District government lifted capacity restrictions 

for houses of worship effective May 21, 2021, regathering is not 

like turning on a light switch or starting your vehicle. We will 

not immediately be able to return to our pre-pandemic way of 

worshiping. COVID-19 is still with us and is negatively affecting 

the African American community more than other communities. 

Everyone has not been vaccinated as some people are not 

eligible to be vaccinated, such as children under 12 years old 

and people with certain medical conditions. That said, your 

patience and flexibility are needed as we regather differently 

than before. The CDC and D.C. government recommend that 

groups of vaccinated and unvaccinated people should still wear 

masks indoors and outdoors and socially distance to prevent 

the potential spread of COVID-19.  

Our priority is keeping everyone safe. This means that for all 

in-person services, funerals, church school, ministry meetings, 

and other church activities, everyone should still wear a mask 

and maintain social distance. We will have to do communion, 

offertory, and baptisms differently, and you may not be able to 

sit in your favorite seat. The dissemination of the church bulletin 

may be different, and hugging and kissing during the Happy 
Hour are probably not the best way to maintain social distance.   

Because the virus is aerosolized (meaning it can be spread 

through the air), experts recommend that church activities 

be conducted in large well-ventilated rooms. This will require 

church ministries to be flexible with the locations, dates, and 

times of their meetings and activities and even to continue 

virtual meetings and activities. Repasts will have to be 

reimagined since eating requires the removal of masks. The 

choir may look and sound different as choir members may 

need to wear masks and be socially distant. With patience and 

flexibility, we can one day regather and worship together safely. 

We’ll let you know when that time comes.  v
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Congratulations to our 2021 Graduates!
By Rev. James Harris, Youth and Young Adult Pastor

Middle School
Bria Wooden graduated from Takoma Academy 

Middle School. She plays basketball and is an 

honor roll student. She is smart, loving, and 

family-oriented. She is active and devoted 

to the youth ministry of Nineteenth Street 

Baptist Church, where she has volunteered as 

an assistant for Vacation Bible School (VBS) 

for several years and participated in our oratory contest. Her 

favorite quote by Ermias Joseph Asghedom, aka Nipsy Hussle, 

is “The most important thing is to get rid of is doubt. If you 

got doubt in what you’re doing, it’s not going to work.” We 

are blessed to have such a bright, young soul as part of our 

Nineteenth Street community.

High School

Matthew Weldon graduated from Ron Brown 

College Preparatory High School in Washington, 

D.C. Matthew is a quiet, driven soul who is very 

observant, loving, and family oriented. He played 

several sports, such as lacrosse, basketball, 

baseball, and football, throughout middle and 

high school. He has been active in our youth ministry by 

attending worship, our yearly retreat to The Rock, and the 

manhood training program. Matthew will be attending Old 

Dominion University in the fall. We are looking forward to a 

bright future for Matthew.

Tyus Ellis Westbrook graduated from Woodrow 

Wilson High School. A smart, loving, and giving 

young man, he has been a part of Nineteenth 

Street Baptist Church since birth. He has 

been through our manhood training program, 

attended youth worship, volunteered with VBS, 

and worked in the nursery on Sunday mornings. 

He received several academic awards during his senior year. 

Tyus will be attending Prince George’s Community College 

in the fall. We have been blessed to watch him grow into an 

awesome young man.

Hunter Landon Wolfe graduated from St. Vincent Pallotti High 

School in Laurel, Md., where he was an honor 

roll scholar and played varsity basketball. As 

an active youth leader at Nineteenth Street, 

Hunter serves in media, hospitality, usher, and 

outreach ministries. He has provided support 

to the Sunday School and Youth Ministry and, 

with his sister, created a Christian puppet and 

drama series. He has been an active participant in Jack and 

Jill of America. Motivated by his participation in the Patriots 

Technology Training Center, he launched “Hunter’s Tech 

Time” and mentored students in the technology arena. Hunter 

will attend York College of Pennsylvania to study electrical 

engineering.
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Keelin Brown

Bowie State University

Derrick Collins

Penn State University

Terrell Dance

Morehead State University

Nigel Sanders

Hampton University

Mack Sullivan

Morehouse College

Taylor Sullivan

University of Maryland

Jayden Wilensky

University of Pennsylvania

Graduate School

Ronnea Simpkins

Kent State University

School of Psychology

College
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Committee Formed for 
Assistant Pastor Search
Pastor Darryl Roberts has announced the formation 

of the committee to search for Nineteenth Street’s 

next Assistant Pastor. The committee members “will be 

meeting in the next few weeks to, among other things, 

review and update the job description, plan a timetable, 

and map out a process.”

Assistant Pastor Search Committee Members

Trustee Jackie Ivey, Chair

Stacey Lincoln

Deacon Johnnie Love

Deaconess Patricia Robb

Leon Russell

Deacon Stephanie Thomas-Gordon

Taylor Weldon

Rev. Leslie Wiley

Carolyn Woolridge

Why We’re Always Thinking 
About Stewardship Sunday
By Trustee Donza M. Poole, Chairperson, Building Fund Committee

July is here, but the Building Fund Committee (BFC) is already 

thinking about October 24, when the church will celebrate 

Stewardship Sunday 2021. 

Stewardship Sunday is the BFC’s signature day. It caps off a 

monthlong, churchwide celebration of stewardship. It is when we 

highlight stewardship in all its forms—gifts of time, talent, and 

treasure—and set an ambitious Stewardship Sunday fundraising 

goal for the church’s Capital Improvement Project fund. We are, 

after all, a ministry focused on inspiring church members to be 

good stewards of our church home through their giving. 

In the coming weeks, the committee will announce this year’s 

theme, plans, and fundraising goal for Stewardship Sunday and 

how you can be part of the experience. We are excited about this 

year’s celebration. But mostly, we are prayerful that the enduring 

message of Stewardship Sunday continues to resonate—that is, 

that church members include care of the church building in their 

offering throughout the year. 

So, yes, the BFC is always thinking about Stewardship Sunday, and 

we pray that our church family remembers the message of the day.

If you would like to support the church’s capital improvement 

fund and help ensure our church home continues to be a place of 

worship where we carry out the church’s mission and vision, even 

as a virtual church, then the BFC invites you to designate a portion 

of your offering to the Capital Improvement Project. v

Men’s Ministry Honors Two
Congratulations to Roman Holton and C. Bradford 

Ellison on being awarded the Men’s Ministry President’s 

Award on Men’s Day, Sunday, June 27. Roman was cited 

for his example of Christian manhood, including his 

dedication to fatherhood. Bradford was recognized for 

his Christian walk. Deacon Howard Smith is president of 

the Men’s Ministry.
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TRUSTEE TALK 

Summer, a Time to Take Stock and Be Grateful 
By Trustee Donza M. Poole

Like for many of us, the Board of Trustees’ to-do list often 

seems never-ending. We all look forward to a summer break. 

Taking a break also gives us time to reflect on the past six 

months. In this month’s column, we do just that, reflecting on 

the difference our church family makes each and every day, in 

so many ways, through Christian stewardship.

Helping the Community 
Last month, the church was blessed to receive a large 

donation of hand sanitizer, masks, and gloves as part of a 

community initiative spearheaded by the National Capitol Area 

Mentoring Movement. The COVID-19 supplies were distributed 

to community members during June’s Food Pantry distri-

bution. The Board is grateful to church member, Roxanna Bilal, 

who chairs the board of the National Capitol Area Mentoring 

Movement, for connecting us with the group. 

Watch for Your Mid-Year Giving Statement and  
See What a Difference You’ve Made!
Contribution statements showing 2021 tithes and offerings 

through June 30 will be mailed this month to those with an 

offering envelope number. Many members of our church family 

find these statements useful for reviewing their personal giving 

and annual contribution goals, and we are pleased to be able to 

provide them. 

We are also deeply grateful for the church family’s generous 

support this year, especially as we enter year two of the 

COVID-19 pandemic. Your gifts of time, talent, and treasure have 

already made so much possible. 

Through your generosity, the church has been able to:

• provide monthly stipends to college students in our Love 

Pal mentorship program, 

• reopen the Food Pantry this spring, 

• bring us closer to reaching our financial goal to help build a 

much-needed children’s medical facility in Haiti, 

• offer church members opportunities to attend Christian 

education seminars at no cost, and 

• continue helping those in need locally and nationally, 

including by supporting several area nonprofits which 

provide vital services to community residents. 

Your contributions have also helped the church make infra-

structure improvements, which provide for a more inspiring 

and comfortable worship experience when we are online and 

when we resume in-person worship. These improvements 

include upgrading our livestreaming and Zoom virtual meeting 

platforms, installing a new sanctuary air conditioning system, 

and replacing one of the steam boilers for heating. 

These are just a few examples of how your tithes and offerings 

are making a difference each day in support of our church 

mission and vision. We thank you for your continued faithful 

stewardship, especially during these unprecedented times. 
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If you have questions about your contribution statement, please 

call the church office at 202-829-2773 and leave a message or 

you may send an email to the Church Treasurer Shirley France at 

sfrance283@aol.com.   

Many Thanks!
The Board is happy to report that this year’s Trustee Rally Day 

contributions have again exceeded $20,000. As of early June, 

church family and friends had given $20,790 in Trustee Rally 

Day offerings. The funds were used to help with the costs of 

replacing the sanctuary air conditioning system and one of the 

two steam boilers for heating. Both were fully installed by last 

month. Many thanks to our church family for your support of 

this year’s Trustee Rally Day building project.

Have You Tried Online Giving?
A lot has changed because of COVID-19, including how much 

has moved online—from Zoom meetings to working, learning, 

and worshiping online. Now many members are also giving their 

tithes and offerings online. Before the pandemic, less than 15 

percent of church contributions came in online. Today, over 30 

percent of church contributions are given this way.

The church offers several ways to give online through the church 

website or by app using PayPal, Givelify, or Cash App. You may 

also give by credit card through the church website. 

For even more convenience, you can arrange to give online 

automatically, such as monthly, using PayPal or Givelify. Many 

banks also offer this option as part of their bill pay service. 

Online and recurring giving are convenient ways to support the 

mission and vision of our church, especially now that summer 

travel is returning, and many are away on vacation for the first 

time in over a year. With online giving, there is no need to mail 

or hand deliver your tithes and offering. You can give anytime, 

anywhere, if you have a computer, smart phone, or other device 

with internet access. 

For more information about online giving, visit the church 

website and click on the Giving link: 19thstreetbc.org/give.

Be blessed and be safe this summer! v

Ways to Give
By Mail – Send your contribution to Nineteenth Street Baptist 

Church, 4606 16th Street NW, Washington, DC 20011. Place 

your offering in your numbered offering envelope or write 

your envelope number in the memo section. You can also 

have your bank send the offering to the church using the bill 

pay feature. 

Online by PayPal or Givelify – Give online through the church 

website, www.everyblessing.org. Choose PayPal to give 

by credit or debit card or PayPal account, making sure to 

designate the purpose of your donation. Choose Givelify to 

give through your Givelify account, selecting the donation 

option. 

By App – Give via CashApp to $NineteenthStreet. 

Or give via the Givelify app to Nineteenth Street Baptist 

Church. 

Those with PayPal accounts may give using the PayPal app. 

All three apps may be downloaded for free from the App 

Store (for Apple devices) or Google Play (for Android). v

mailto:sfrance283@aol.com
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Nineteenth Street’s Women Trustees

Avé Cannady

Nora Drew

Shirley France

Ursula Holmes

Jacqueline Ivey*

Cheryl Johnson*

April Massey*

Donza Poole*

Theresa Sample

Johanna Shreve

Carolyn Wilson*

Martha Winston

Mildeen Worrell

*Current Board  

member.

If you know of anyone else who should be added to the list of women 

trustees, we would love to hear from you. Contact the church office at 

202-829-2773 with your information or email it to Chairman Franklin Smith 

at trustees@19thstreetbc.org.

Add One More to the List
By Trustee Donza Poole

Over the past two months, the Board of Trustees has highlighted the women 

on the Board dating back to the church’s founding in 1839. Trustee Board 

Chairman Franklin Smith recognized the six women he has served with, along 

with all the women who had served before him, as part of Trustee Rally Day in 

May. The list of nine women grew to twelve after further research. 

We featured the expanded list in the June Epistle and invited readers to let 

us of know of anyone we may have missed. We were grateful to hear from 

Deaconess Jean Jordan, who told us about another woman who had served, 

Trustee Martha Winston. Deaconess Jordan estimated that Winston was 

elected to the Board sometime in the late 1940s or early 1950s. Importantly, 

Deaconess Jordan noted that Martha Winston was the first woman to serve on 

Nineteenth Street’s Board of Trustees. What a great piece of church history. 

And so, we add one more to the small but growing number of women to serve 

on the church’s Board of Trustees. v

Save These Dates 
for Yoga!

Nineteenth Street’s Senior Ministry will be 

hosting an eight-week yoga series beginning 

on September 11. The classes will meet on 

Zoom every other Saturday at 10 a.m. and 

will be conducted by Three and a Half Acres 

Yoga (THAY). 

Mark these dates on your calendar now: 

September 11 and 25

October 9 and 23

November 6 and 20

December 4 and 18

Watch for more information on the church 

website and in announcements, eblasts, and 

September’s Epistle. v

mailto:trustees@19thstreetbc.org
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Fruit of the Spirit Ministry Seeks Ministry Leaders Help
By Deacon Deborah Crain-Kemp

“But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness,  

goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law.”

Galatians 5:22-23

The work of discipling and community-building within our 

church family continues. On June 15, 2021, the Fruit 

of the Spirit team lead participants at the quarterly 

Ministry Leaders Forum through a second visioning 

exercise. We praise God for the support of all our 

ministry leaders. They are one of several critical links 

that will help us reach our goals as we begin to imagine 

a return to our church sanctuary. 

Fruitful participation during the Ministry Leaders 

Forum now brings us to a powerful and critical 

point of communication with our church family. 

We have asked each ministry leader to designate 

and/or select a member to represent each ministry 

in working with the Fruit of the Spirit Ministry as 

we strive to fulfill God’s purpose of discipleship for 

His Church. Also, we requested each ministry leader 

complete the Fruit of the Spirit Connection Form. 

• If you are a ministry leader, or a church member interested 

in an active role in the Fruit of the Spirit Ministry, we need 

your assistance in moving God’s work forward.

• We are asking all ministry leaders to send the name of your 

ministry’s designee to the chair of the Fruit of the Spirit 

Ministry, Deacon Johnnie Love at johnnielove@comcast.net.

Also ministry leaders who have not already done so, please 

complete the Fruit of the Spirit Connection Form and share the 

feedback with us on how to make the form more effective and 

accessible for achieving goal number one. You can access the 

form by clicking here.

Once we have feedback from the church ministry leaders, 

we will ask members of our congregation to complete 

the Fruit of the Spirit Connection Form by July 31, 

2021. 

Remember, the mission of the Fruit of the Spirit 

Ministry aligns with our church’s mission statement, 

which is to “profoundly experience, joyfully celebrate 

and meaningfully share God’s grace.” As we seek 

to move forward in rebuilding the Fruit of the Spirit 

Ministry, we seek to live out the church’s mission 

through community-building and discipleship, and by helping 

one another develop a more spirit-filled and spirit-led life. We 

will provide updates regarding the Fruit of the Spirit Ministry on 

a quarterly basis during the regular church business meetings. 

If you would like more information on how to get involved in 

the Fruit of the Spirit Ministry or other church ministries, please 

contact Deacon Johnnie Love, Deacon Deborah Crain-Kemp, or 

Membership Care Coordinator Siera Toney through the church 

office. v

mailto:johnnielove@comcast.net
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeJWKpM6ETQrgos0p5H3lV3qC5saTamyEuMIxypFBwAZAu1mA/viewform
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Page-turner Book Reviews
By Deacon Johnnie Love 

Talk about being a Page-turner! How Sweet 
the Sound: The Power and Promise of 30 
Beloved Hymns is all that and more. It is 

excellent for the exploration of the hymn as 

a sacred form of Christian music. If you love 

singing and listening to hymns, this book is 

for you. No matter how times change, hymns 

speak across generations, calling us to pursue 

Jesus wholeheartedly. This book also demonstrates that music 

has a powerful effect on the way we remember things. It can 

transport us back in time and vividly remind us of sensory 

details. Hymns have truths that do not change because of God’s 

infinite goodness. 

The author has taken 30 well-known and beloved hymns to 

illustrate God’s goodness and connects them to her contem-

porary real-life situations. She considers hymns to be God’s 

music because the lyrics are scriptural and tell us how our God 

never changes. 

Each chapter of the book includes the lyrics to a favorite hymn, 

an interesting modern-day story of how that hymn continues 

to impact lives, and questions for contemplation of how the 

learning process can be an extension of God’s goodness. One 

of the hymns selected goes back to the 1600s, which is the 

Doxology: “Praise God from Whom all Blessings Flow.” When 

a congregation sings this hymn, it makes for mighty praise and 

creates unity within the family of God. 

Each hymn selected for this collection also shows how hymns 

can change lives. I love how the author explores the many 

ways hymns can help us. She also demonstrates that change or 

impact on us can be at will, from mind to heart. Hymns can fill 

us with gratitude, free us, comfort us, and help us live for Jesus. 

The author takes an ordinary relationship situation, connects 

it to a hymn, and shows how that hymn brings the reader to 

an awareness of the goodness of God. You can tell this book is 

the author’s testimony, for she is able to relate from cleaning 

a dirty refrigerator to getting caught in the rain in New York 

City’s Central Park with her daughter as they take their mother-

daughter run. 

I also love her treatment of one of my favorite spirituals, “Were 

You There.” In her meditative story she examines the power of 

the cross itself as well as a perfect hymn that gives insight to 

the reader and recalls what that day of the crucifixion was like. 

She also gives added meaning to what people could be thinking 

when they truly observe the cross. Finally, she tells what Jesus 

experienced and supports her meditative thought with the 

research of Dr. Alexander Metherell. Dr. Metherell describes 

the physical pain Jesus endured as He drew His last breath. 

How Sweet the Sound: The Power and Promise of 30 Beloved 
Hymns will give the reader insight and a new understanding 

of the spiritual value of hymns in personal as well as corporate 

worship. Enjoy! v
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Check out and follow our social media accounts: 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/Everyblessing.org

Instagram:www.instagram.com/nsbcdc/ 

ACCESS NINETEENTH STREET SERVICES

Access LIVESTREAM on YouTube at  
youtube.com/channel/UClL8xG5-YbTSRVVx1odHcZA

 Access the PRAYER MEETING and PRAYER CALL at  
605-472-5349, access code 348952#

Access all CHURCH SCHOOL CLASSES via Zoom

Contact organizers for access to ZOOM programs

www.19thstreetbc.org

Pastor Roberts on the Air
Tune into the Coach Butch McAdams Show on Sunday,  

July 18, at 12:30 p.m. to hear Pastor Darryl Roberts talk  

about Nineteenth Street ministries and initiatives.

Listen live on radio stations WOL (1450 AM) and MAGIC 

(95.9 FM) or listen to live radio streaming on a computer  

or cell phone device by going to www.woldcnews.com. v

Still Seeking  
Part-time Administrator
The Board of Trustees is looking for a part-time church 

administrator. Initially this will be a 20-25 hour per week job, 

with the expectation that it will become full-time in about a 

year. The anticipated start date is September 1, 2021. 

The position will be a shared position with both church 

administrator and bookkeeping responsibilities, although 

weighted toward the bookkeeping duties. All applicants 

should possess a financial/bookkeeping/accounting 

background. Administrative experience with grant writing 

and working with District of Columbia reports is helpful. 

If you know of a qualified candidate, please encourage 

him or her to apply by submitting a letter of interest 

and resume to the chair of the Board of Trustees at 

FSmith@19thstreetbc.org. For more information, call the 

church office at 202-829-2773. v

Reopening Survey Update
The Emergency Management Team (EMT) would like to thank 

the over 200 church members who responded to the Church 

Reopening Survey distributed this spring. The survey was sent 

by email and regular U.S. mail to active church members 18 

years and older. 

The EMT anticipates sharing the outcome of the survey with the 

church family in the coming weeks. v

https://www.facebook.com/Everyblessing.org/
https://www.facebook.com/Everyblessing.org
http://www.instagram.com/nsbcdc
mailto:FSmith@19thstreetbc.org
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Nineteenth Street Featured on Historic Places App
By Trustee Donza Poole

Just in time for the summer tourist season, there’s an updated 

app for exploring Washington, D.C.’s historic places and spaces, 

and it includes Nineteenth Street’s original site at 19th and I 

Streets NW. 

The free app, DC Historic Sites, was developed by the DC 

Preservation League and is newly updated. It features the 

District of Columbia’s important and irreplaceable sites. 

The app profiles the building where our congregation worshiped 

for over 100 years, from 1871 to 1975. Even though the building 

was demolished in 1976 and is no longer standing, Nineteenth 

Street’s historic significance merited the church’s inclusion in 

the app’s listings.

The app is based on the DC Inventory 

of Historic Sites, described by the DC 

Preservation League as “the city’s official 

list of properties deemed worthy of 

recognition and protection for their contri-

bution to the cultural heritage of the 

nation’s capital.”

Many know of our church’s storied history 

as city’s oldest Black Baptist church and 

one of the 13 oldest African American 

congregations in the United States. Ours 

was the site where free and enslaved alike came to worship, 

whose members included social justice activists like Nannie 

Helen Burroughs and renowned physician Charles Drew. In 

addition, it was a place where other institutions were formed, 

like the Wayland Seminary, which merged with the Richmond 

Theological Seminary to become Virginia Union University. 

And where the meeting credited with being the catalyst for 

the creation of the Smithsonian National Museum of African 

American History and Culture took place in 1915.

The church is on the app’s Ghost Tour, which includes 11 historic 

properties that have been demolished. The app notes that our 

congregation continues to worship at a new location and lists 

our present address and website.

We are often reminded that the church 

is not the building. But sometimes, the 

building can be a testament to the people 

of the church. The history made at our 

longtime church home at 19th and I Streets 

NW is a testament to the resilience, ideals, 

and enduring faith that have sustained our 

congregation for more than 181 years.

The free app is available at the App Store 

and Google Play. v
Photo:  Library of Congress, Prints & Photographs Division

Click here to learn more about the DC Historic Sites app: bit.ly/DCHistoricSites 

Click here to see the app’s Nineteenth Street Baptist Church entry:  bit.ly/DCHistoricSites19thStBC

https://bit.ly/DCHistoricSites
https://bit.ly/DCHistoricSites19thStBC
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T-Shirt Project Exceeds Expectations
By Judy Brandon, Communications Ministry

The Communications Ministry is excited to report that our T-shirt 

project was a complete success! 

We sold 159 T-shirts to 70 people, and the shirts were delivered, 

as promised, in-time for the kick-off to summer.

The new church logo T-shirts were first introduced last fall when 

a small number were ordered to support the unveiling of the 

church’s new branding. Whenever the pastor or choir were seen 

in the T-shirts, we received inquiries about how to get one. The 

Communications Ministry worked with 

vendor Custom Ink to come up with a plan 

that allowed us to provide shirts at a very 

affordable cost and have them delivered 

directly without contact and handling by 

ministry members or church staff. 

We exceeded our goal of 100 shirts and 

even generated a modest rebate that was 

paid to  the church. Now that is a Win-Win 

for everyone!

While I was the primary contact, the team 

of Karen Williamson, Lydia Cole, Brenda 

Lightening-Tolbert, and Edith Bullard-

Britt made this effort run very smoothly. 

Custom Ink was especially helpful with 

planning and with last-minute requests 

and other concerns that arose. 

If you did not receive your T-shirt order or have any 

unaddressed issues with your order, please contact Custom Ink 

directly or send me an email (jsmbrandon@aol.com) and I will 

follow-up. 

Thank you to all who sent me a little message with your order. 

I appreciated hearing from you. So, Nineteenth Street church 

family, wear your shirt proudly. Take a picture and post it on our 

Facebook or Instagram accounts with #19thstreetshirts. v

 Ivan, Judy, and Nick Brandon show off their new church T-shirts.

mailto:jsmbrandon@aol.com
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After Busy Spring, Summer is a Season to Rest! 
Siera Toney, Membership Care Coordinator 

In alignment with the church’s mission “to 

profoundly experience, joyfully celebrate, 

and meaningfully share God’s grace,” Relax, 

Relate, Release (R3) has been intentional 

about taking Nineteenth Street’s nurturing 

fellowship to the next level.

Relax, Relate, Release hosted an intimate 

visioning session called Beyond the Board in February. In 

March, R3 hosted an intergenerational community check-in 

called We’re Still Here: One Year in Pandemic! Facilitated by 

Membership Care Coordinator Siera Toney, members of all ages 

gathered to remember those who had transitioned during the 

pandemic, to thank God that we’re still here, and to look ahead 

to something greater for ourselves and our church after a year 

in quarantine. 

R3’s April, May, and June game nights featured a variation 

of the television game show “25 Words or Less” and the 

clue-based card game #CultureTags. Perfect for both video 

conferences and in-person settings, #CultureTags is a game by 

the creator of the Because of Them We Can brand for people 

who love hashtags and the culture! A wide range of young adult 

members and friends of Nineteenth Street came out to play 

each month, including some visiting friends from First Baptist 

Church of Highland Park, the historic Ebenezer Baptist Church 

in Atlanta, and Capital Rivers Church of Christ. Participants had 

a great time reminiscing, rejoicing, and learning about various 

aspects of Black culture through categories, such as Words to 

Live By, Family & Friends, Songs & Lyrics, TV & Film, and most 

notably Church! (Yep. It’s its own category.) 

R3 in May was the most highly attended gathering of the spring! 

It was a Family Month Game Night with representatives from 

several of Nineteenth Street’s families, including the White-

Wolfe-Sanders family, the Thomas-Gordon family, the McCrae-

Green family, the Bonhomme family, the Black-Ross family, and 

the Toney family, among others. Pastor Roberts participated 

with his children, Anaiah and Isaiah, and enjoyed a few laughs 

about the hilarious hashtags. After the gathering, Youth and 

Young Adult Pastor Rev. James Harris said, “That was amazing! 

I think we are in the groove now #relaxrelaterelease!” And that 

said it all.  

Our Juneteenth-themed game night happened on the day that 

turned out to be the first ever federal Juneteenth holiday. 

The R3 team has enjoyed cultivating nurturing fellowship among 

young adults, families, and church members and friends this 

spring, and we look forward to what is to come. R3 is taking a 

rest for the summer. We encourage you to take some time this 

summer in your own way to relax, relate, release! 

For more information about R3 or to share ideas for future 

game nights and community gatherings, feel free to email 

19thStreetR3@gmail.com or reach out to Siera Toney or Rev. 

James Harris. v

mailto:19thStreetR3@gmail.com
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JULY BIRTHDAYS
Deneé Aleathia Barr 7/1

Ferlandia Townsend 7/2

Phillis W. Cooke 7/3

Eugene Jordan III 7/3

Emmanuel Bonhomme 7/4

Robert Q. Holley 7/4

Daniel Woolridge 7/6

Arianna Cypress 7/7

Victoria A. Rose 7/7

Dale Stewart 7/8

Sheila Beale 7/10

Irving R. Kelley Sr. 7/10

Terrance Thompson Jr. 7/10

Sharrone Brawner Washington 7/11

Eunice J. W. Cothran 7/12

Deborah Robinson 7/12

Heather Boyce 7/13

Deaconess Irish R. Stovall 7/13

John Brown 7/14

Helen Diane Smith 7/14

Lisa Watkins 7/15

Ashley Seales 7/17

Geraldine Scott Jackson 7/18

Gayle Patrick 7/19

Jalon Slayton 7/19

Sophia L. Kirby 7/20

Deaconess Kyra M. Wooden 7/20

Kamilah Martin-Proctor 7/21

Janice Ghenene 7/22

Charles Gordon 7/22

Carol J. Mangum 7/22

Deaconess Cathy S. Nunn 7/22

Ann H. Saunders 7/22

Ja’Shaun Coe 7/24

Alicia Dawson 7/24

Connie Gregory 7/24

Nannie S. Leake (93rd) 7/24 

Deacon Nathaniel Robb 7/24

Deaconess Philicia Jones 7/26

Lydia Cole 7/28

Deaconess Gloria H. Smith 7/29

Angella Johnson 7/30

Please notify the church office of additions or corrections.
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July Calendar
Thursday, July 1

Vacation Bible School, Zoom, Primary 10 a.m., Youth 11:30 a.m.

Prayer Meeting Call, Covenant, led by Deacons, 6:30 p.m.

Friday, July 2

Vacation Bible School, Zoom, Primary 10 a.m., Youth 11:30 a.m.

Sunday, July 4

Church School, Adult Class, Zoom, 9 a.m.

Worship Service, Bring Your Own Elements Communion, 
livestream, 10 a.m.

Youth Church, Zoom, 11:30 a.m. 

Monday, July 5

Independence Day Holiday Observed – Church office closed

Tuesday, July 6

Prayer Call, led by Clergy, 6:30 a.m.

Wednesday, July 7 

Prayer Conference Call, led by Deaconesses, Noon

Music Ministry Choir Connection, Zoom and Call-in, 7:30 p.m. 

Thursday, July 8

Food Pantry Distribution, 10 a.m. – 1 p.m.

Prayer Meeting Call, with Rev. James Crosson preaching,  
led by Deacons, 6:30 p.m.

Sunday, July 11

Church School, Adult Class, Zoom, 9 a.m.

Worship Service, livestream, 10 a.m.

Youth Church, Zoom, 11:30 a.m. 

Tween and Teen Church School, Zoom, Noon

Church School, Pre-K to Age 10, Zoom, 1 p.m.

Tuesday, July 13

Prayer Call, led by Clergy, 6:30 a.m.

Wednesday, July 14

Prayer Conference Call, led by Deaconesses, Noon

Thursday, July 15

Prayer Meeting Call, led by Deacons, 6:30 p.m.

Friday, July 16 – Quarterly Church Business Meeting,  
Zoom and Call-in, 7 p.m.

Sunday, July 18

Church School, Adult Class, conference call, 9 a.m.

Worship Service, livestream, 10 a.m.

Tuesday, July 20

Prayer Call, led by Clergy, 6:30 a.m.

Wednesday, July 21

Prayer Call, led by Deaconesses, Noon

Music Ministry Choir Connection, Zoom and Call-in, 7:30 p.m. 

Thursday, July 22

Food Pantry Distribution, 10 a.m. – 1 p.m.

Prayer Meeting Call, with Rev. Dr. Cheryl Coleman Hall preaching, 
led by Deacons, 6:30 p.m.

Sunday, July 25

Church School, Adult Class, conference call, 9 a.m.

Worship Service, livestream, 10 a.m.

Youth Church, Zoom, 11:30 a.m. 

Tween and Teen Church School, Zoom, Noon

Church School, Pre-K to Age 10, Zoom, 1 p.m.

Tuesday, July 27 

Prayer Call, led by Clergy, 6:30 a.m.

Wednesday, July 28

Prayer Conference Call, led by Deaconesses, Noon

Music Ministry Choir Connection, Zoom and Call-in, 7:30 p.m. 

Thursday, July 29

Prayer Meeting Call, Covenant, led by Deacons, 6:30 p.m.

Information on how to access these services is on page 14.
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