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PASTOR’S CORNER

One Verdict Is Not Justice
By Pastor Darryl D. Roberts

The guilty verdict in the Derek Chauvin trial is an historic win 

for the causes of police accountability, truth, and justice. While 

true justice would be the reconciliation of George Floyd with his 

family and community, this moment of accountability represents 

an important step forward in the fight for criminal justice reform.

Derek Chauvin’s conviction does not negate that George Floyd’s 

tragic killing is part of a disturbing pattern across our country 

of officers using excessive force against people of color that 

persists even after the verdict. More than 5,000 people have 

been killed by police since 2015, most of them unarmed people 

of color. This verdict also 

does not negate the 

epidemic of gun violence 

evident in the mass 

shootings we have seen 

in Atlanta, Indianapolis, 

Charleston, Newtown, 

Parkland, and numerous 

communities across the 

country. Whether it is an 

officer involved shooting 

or a lone gunman, people 

are tired and afraid, 

and want change...real 

change.

To ensure that this 

verdict is part of a 

larger movement, and not a rare moment, each one of us needs 

to play a part in pressing to transform our broken criminal 

justice system. While many may feel these issues should be 

addressed by legislators, local officials, or the President, the 

faith community is not without its responsibilities. The church, 

especially the Black church, has always been a beacon for 

justice; a beacon that is particularly needed today. What can the 

church do?

I call on faith leaders, congregations, and community members 

to become Good Samaritans like Darnella Frazier (17-year-old 

teen bystander), 

Genevieve Hansen 

(firefighter), Kaylynn 

Gilbert (high school 

senior), Keith Ellison 

(Minnesota Attorney 

General), and so many 

others who used their 

power to say something 

and do something to 

set the stage for a guilty 

verdict. Their exemplary 

conduct reminds us that 

we can all use our voice, 

our phones, and our 

power to fight for justice.
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We can also put pressure on our elected officials to achieve 

change in public policies that lead to real justice. It is time 

to transform the way we do community policing by passing 

the George Floyd Justice in Policing Act which eliminates 

qualified immunity, bans chokeholds, prohibits no-knock 

warrants, and creates a nationwide police misconduct 

database to restore community confidence that all police 

officers are fair, truthful, and respect all human life. We must 

re-double our efforts to pass comprehensive gun reform. At 

a minimum, we need to enact universal background checks 

and reauthorize the Violence Against Women Act because, 

as Martin Luther King Jr., reminds us, “the ultimate weakness 

of violence is…Instead of diminishing evil, it multiplies it.”

If we have learned anything in the fight for justice, it is that 

the wheels of justice grind exceedingly slow. It is important 

for us to be patient, disciplined, and committed as we press 

for change through nonviolent resistance. While we protest, 

we must pray without ceasing. We must continue to pray 

as a corporate body. Pray for our children. Pray for our 

government. Pray for justice. Proverbs 21:15 tells us “When 

justice is done, it brings joy to the righteous but terror to 

evildoers.”

While the recent verdict is cause for relief, joy, and 

even celebration it is only the first step to rooting out 

the systemic racism that has treated Black and brown 

communities as less than. The Nineteenth Street Baptist 

Church joins Mr. Floyd’s family and our country in mourning 

his death. Together, we will work to ensure that one day, 

we will be able to all live in an equitable society that values 

all its members. Then and only then will the senseless 

murder of George Floyd lead to lasting change and we 

will reach that day when “justice rolls down like water and 

righteousness like a mighty stream.” v

Surprise Ordination Held 
on Women’s Day
After delivering a spirit-filled sermon for Women’s Day on April 

26, Minister Leslie A. Wiley received a big surprise. Pastor Darryl 

Roberts announced that she would be ordained as a minister 

of the Gospel of Jesus Christ that very day. Minister Wiley had 

completed all the requirements in 2020, but her ordination 

service had been repeatedly deferred because of the COVID-19 

pandemic. 

After Pastor Roberts administered the ordination vow, Rev. Dr. 

Cheryl Coleman Hall, Rev. Lorise White Wolfe, and Rev. Robin 

Turner offered prayers, gifts, and ministry tools to the newly 

ordained Rev. Wiley. The gifts included an Africa Study Bible, a 

communion kit, an inspirational figurine, and holy anointing oil. 

The ceremony ended 

with a safely distanced 
laying on of hands 

that included the 

ministers in the front 

of the sanctuary and 

Rev. James A. Crosson 

and Rev. Reginald 

Townsend in the back 

of the sanctuary. Rev. 

Wiley later admitted 

that she was “totally 

shocked” by the 

unexpected ceremony. 

Congratulations Rev. 

Leslie A. Wiley! v
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TRUSTEE TALK 

Trustee Rally Day To Be Celebrated May 16
By Trustee Donza M. Poole

In this month’s column, we talk about plans for Trustee Rally 

Day, the new air conditioner, and changes to the staff schedule. 

We also address issues beyond finances and facilities, such as 

health equity and environmental justice. 

Trustee Rally Day to Recognize Women of the Board
On May 16, we will continue over 30 years of celebrating Trustee 

Rally Day. Trustee Charles Sprow, this year’s chairperson, invites 

church family and friends to join the Board as we reflect on 

our ministry as stewards of church finances and facilities and 

thank the church family for their faithful support. Trustee Rally 

Day was started to help raise funds for building care. This year, 

Trustee Rally Day contributions will be used to help defray the 

cost of improvements to the church’s heating, ventilation, and 

air conditioning (HVAC) system. 

Church members are encouraged to give $200, or whatever 

amount is comfortable, as their Trustee Rally Day offering. 

Contributions to Trustee Rally Day, no matter the amount, are 

greatly appreciated.

Trustee Chairman Franklin Smith will also continue the day’s 

tradition of recognizing church or Board members for their 

contributions to the Board’s ministry. This year, he is recognizing 

women who have served on the Board of Trustees. Read 

Chairman Smith’s message on page 10. 

New Sanctuary A/C to be Installed Soon
We are pleased to report that the sanctuary will have a new air 

conditioning system in time for this year’s warm weather. The 

system should be installed this month. Later this year, we will 

prepare for the return of cold weather with the installation of 

a new steam heating boiler. These improvements are made 

possible, in part, by contributions to the Capital Improvement 

Project and this year’s Trustee Rally Day offering. The HVAC 

improvements are estimated to cost $335,000. 

Trustee Cole to Serve as Health Coordinator
Trustee Reginald Cole will serve as the church’s 

Health Coordinator as part of a new church 

initiative with the Leadership Council for 

Healthy Communities (LCHC), a Washington, 

D.C. nonprofit. Trustee Cole, a physician, will 

work with the congregation and community 

to help improve health outcomes, motivate 

the congregation to value their health, and 

encourage positive changes to improve healthy behaviors. LCHC 

will also provide the church with funding for programming. 

COVID-19 has heightened awareness of health disparities and 

inequities facing Black and brown communities. Watch for more 

on this important and timely new health initiative.
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Board Prepares for Return of Church Staff
For the past year, members of the church staff have worked on a 

modified schedule, including telework, due to the pandemic. In-person 

office hours were reduced to just two days per week. Starting May 5, 

church staff will return to a five-day, in-person work week at the church. 

The date is subject to change, depending on local conditions, including 

COVID-19 infection rates. The church will follow CDC and District of 

Columbia COVID-19 workplace guidelines. Although the church staff 

will be back on site, limits on non-employees at the church will remain 

in effect for the staff’s protection and in keeping with District of 

Columbia capacity limits.

Green Initiatives Help Environmental Justice
May marks four years since the church began using renewable energy 

for part of its electrical needs. On May 25, 2017, Pepco approved the 

church’s rooftop solar panel system for operation, helping to reduce 

the amount of carbon dioxide released into the air, a major source of 

air pollution. This is also the second spring since the completion of the 

prayer garden, which, through plants and special pavers, helps reduce 

stormwater pollution to area waterways. 

Going green not only helps protect God’s creation and, in our case, 

reduces church utility bills, but it can also help address racial disparities. 

Black and brown communities are disproportionately impacted by 

environmental hazards, often making eliminating these hazards an issue 

of environmental justice. In D.C., water pollution is an environmental 

hazard that disproportionately impacts the predominantly Black neigh-

borhoods of Wards 7 and 8 near the Anacostia River. 

By replacing the church’s former concrete courtyard with the prayer 

garden, stormwater is absorbed into the ground and cleansed naturally 

before reaching area waterways, such as the Anacostia River watershed. 

This is just one of the ways our church is caring for God’s creation and, 

in doing so, helping to champion the cause of environmental justice. v

New Food Pantry 
Schedule Announced
By Deborah Heard

Starting in May, the church food pantry is expanding 

its schedule. The pantry now will be open on the 

second and fourth Thursdays of each month, with 

the first dates May 13 and May 27. The hours will be 

from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Members of the church and the 

community are invited to pick up bags and boxes of 

groceries.

The food distribution is part of an ongoing 

Community Empowerment Day program held in 

partnership with Terrific Inc. During the pantry hours, 

Terrific Inc. will provide resource materials to help 

seniors and families.

Those in need from the church and the community 

are welcome to visit to pick up bags and boxes of 

groceries. The pantry staff welcomes donations, 

especially of non-perishable items, such as canned 

tuna, canned vegetables, jars of peanut butter, 

and jars of jelly. The pantry purchases the bulk 

of its groceries from the Capital Area Food Bank 

with contributions from the congregation, but the 

warehouse supply is limited.

Anyone interested in serving on the pantry team, led 

by Cynthia Thompson and Angela Griffin, should 

contact the church office at 202-829-2773. v
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Have You Taken the Survey?
By Trustee Donza M. Poole, Emergency Management Team Member

The Emergency Management Team sent the church reopening 

survey to church family members in late April. The survey seeks 

church members’ views about returning to in-person worship 

services now that the District of Columbia has lifted some of its 

COVID-19 restrictions on mass gatherings. 

The survey was sent first to those on the church’s email list, since 

email is a cost-effective and efficient way to conduct the survey. If 

you received the survey by email you were asked to submit your 

survey responses electronically by May 3.

If the church did not have a valid email address for a member, the 

survey is being sent by regular U.S. mail. If you receive the survey 

by regular mail, you are asked to return the survey by May 12. 

How church members feel about attending in-person worship 

services will be an important factor in the church leadership’s 

decision on when and how to safely reopen the church to in-person 

worship services. We encourage all Nineteenth Street members 

to participate in this important survey to ensure their views are 

considered.

Please take a moment to complete your survey as soon as you 

receive it and return it to the church by the requested date.

Join the Church Email List
If you did not receive your survey by email but would like to be 

added to the church email list to receive future email communica-

tions, including church eblasts and The Epistle newsletter, please 

send your name and email address to June Jackson, Church Clerk, 

at JKLJackson33@aol.com. v

Order Your  
T-Shirts Now!
The deadline for ordering church T-shirts is fast 

approaching. Now is the time to place your order! 

The T-shirts are available in a wide range of sizes: 

Youth XS to L, Men S to 4XL, and Women S to 3XL. The 

women’s shirts are slightly tapered and have a shorter 

sleeve than the men’s. 

The shirts cost $7.50 each. (The XL sizes cost a little 

more.) In addition to the base price, you pay a 49 cents 

processing fee per shirt, taxes based on the mailing 

address, and a $6.95 shipping and handling fee per 

order (not per shirt). 

You can order the T-shirts online here. You can also 

order by phone by calling the vendor at 1-800-293-

4232 and providing the identifying email address 

(jsmbrandon@aol.com). 

For questions or more information, visit the church 

website, contact Judy Brandon, T-shirt coordinator for 

the Communications Ministry, at jsmbrandon@aol.com., 

or call the church office.

The T-shirts will arrive by Memorial Day. We hope to see 

you in your Nineteenth Street T-shirt this summer!!

UPDATE! The deadline for ordering T-shirts 
has been extended to Friday, May 7. Don’t wait. 
Order now. v

mailto:JKLJackson33@aol.com
https://www.customink.com/g/zxm0-00ce-17wr
mailto:jsmbrandon@aol.com
https://19thstreetbc.org/nineteenth-street-baptist-church-branded-t-shirts/
mailto:jsmbrandon@aol.com
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Baptist Convention Offers Bible Courses
By DeVera Redmond, Board of Christian Education

Join the Baptist Convention of DC and Vicinity for a week of 

virtual learning more about the Bible and how to study it, and 

how this book of knowledge can lead and guide us as we face 

life’s struggles and adversities. 

The Baptist Educational Congress will hold the 78th Annual 

Session May 3–6, 2021. The Nineteenth Street Board of 

Christian Education will register and pay for the virtual 

courses. Please submit your registration to DeVera Redmond 

at dyredmond@aol.com for the Board of Christian Education 

to pay for your course. You will need to provide your name, 

address, email, telephone number, and the course title to 

complete your registration.  

Course Descriptions
99 Spiritual Warfare (Overseer Edwon Brown) God calls us 

to a deeper relationship in Him. A confident Christian should 

recognize the subtle wickedness of Satan and his attempt 

to infiltrate the church through the members. This class is 

designed to teach students to encourage themselves and to 

claim victory during the test.

104 How to Read and Study the Bible (Rev. Gregory Sims) This 

course identifies methods and approaches to Bible study that 

can lead to spiritual growth and Christian maturity. Students will 

be exposed to the three major steps of methodical Bible study, 

along with resources to aid personal study. 

126.27 Daniel (Rev. Charles Russell) As you study the book of 

Daniel, you will meet Daniel’s God, the Sovereign Lord who rules 

in the kingdom of His people and who confidently announces 

things to come. In Daniel’s life and ministry, we see how true 

believers live in the light of biblical prophecy in today’s time—

how they relate to the Sovereign Lord and accomplish His good, 

acceptable, and perfect will. 

300.1 Current Trends Impacting Today’s Youth (Youth Leaders: 
Rev. Chris Starghill) This course will examine the concerns of 

youth in our congregations. This course should provide biblical 

reassurance to help our Youth Leaders in their churches.

409 When Life Hurts (Rev. Larry Hentz) It is easy to trust 

God when everything is going your way but what about when 

things go wrong? Does trusting God come easily to you—

until adversity strikes? Amid troubles and tribulation, do you 

sometimes doubt whether He really cares? Exploring three 

essential truths about God (His complete sovereignty, His 

infinite wisdom, and His perfect love), this course will seek to 

strengthen your trust in God when faced with adversity.

421.2 Strengthening Your Prayer Life (Rev. Charles Bynum) 

As a disciple of Christ, prayer is essential and provides the 

opportunity to gain new strengths, new insights, and new affir-

mations on your daily journey with God. This class will help 

you to enhance your prayer life and order your steps by joining 

others in journaling and developing daily prayer concerns and 

techniques your prayer life. 

510.12 Servant Leadership (Rev. Rodney Teal) The world 

needs servant leaders, people who love unconditionally, give 

continued on next page

mailto:dyredmond@aol.com
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of themselves sacrificially, and leave a legacy worth following. 

If each of us would choose to be a servant leader, we could 

change the effect of the generational dysfunctions that exists 

in our world today. We have a model of servant leadership 

to follow. That model is Jesus, whose method has stood the 

test of time. Inspired by Him, we will not only begin to focus 

on identifying and operating from our strengths, but we can 

become better leaders by understanding our weaknesses and 

shortcomings. This class will help students not only become the 

leaders Jesus created us to be—it will allow us to lead others to 

Him.

855.1 Women in Ministry Seminar (Rev. Kecia Ford) This 

course provides an overview of how a woman’s spiritual gifts, 

personality, experiences, cares/passions, interest, abilities and 

life gifts (talents) make her special and contribute to her God.

900 Ministers Seminar (Rev. Terry Streeter) The purpose of the 

Ministers Seminar is to inspire, educate, encourage, equip, uplift, 

affirm, and support ministers in their various leadership and 

pastoral roles as they endeavor to perfect the gifts within them. 

given purpose; equipping her to minister. The objectives in this 

course will be to develop awareness and ability to match the 

gifts and strengths with appropriate ministry positions.

930.1. Introduction to Discipleship (Rev. Winston Ridley) How 

many times have you been told you should do something in 

your walk with Christ? But has anyone ever taken the time to 

show you how? This course is designed to teach believers their 

responsibility to Christ, the importance of scripture and living 

a spirit-controlled life, and why it is important to carry out The 

Great Commission through their own personal witness.

2000 The Study of Last Things (Rev. Nat Obey) The doctrine of 

last things sets forth the truth that the history of the individual, 

of the race, and of the world will reach its appointed consum-

mation. This course will cover the subjects of physical death; the 

immortality of the soul, and the intermediate state; the second 

coming of Christ, the millennium;  the resurrection of the dead; 

and heaven and hell.

The Ministers Seminar will include one lecture and one 
sermon each night:

Tuesday:  Pastor Justin Rhodes, Sermon 
Pastor Wallis Baxter, Lecture

Wednesday:  Pastor Keith Byrd, Sermon 
Pastor Dexter Nutall, Lecture

Thursday:  Pastor George Gilbert, Sr., Sermon 
Pastor Marcus Ball, Lecture

For more information, visit the website: 

www.baptistconventiondcvicinity.com  v

Remember 
Mother’s Day 

May 9

https://www.baptistconventiondcvicinity.com
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Trustee Chairman Lauds Women Trustees 
By Trustee Chairman Franklin L. Smith

Trustee Rally Day is always an exciting day for me. Yes, we get 

to raise funds to support many of the fiscal needs of the church; 

but more importantly, we get to highlight the accomplishments 

of those who have served as well as the work of those who are 

currently serving.

Given the most recent elections and appointments of women 

throughout the country to non-traditional, male-dominated, 

strategic, and influential positions, I want to take advantage of 

this opportunity to recognize all the women who have served 

and continue to serve on the Board of Trustees. Normally 

during Trustee Rally Day each May, we recognize one or more 

trustees who have served on the board or an individual who has 

supported the trustees or the church in some invaluable and 

commendable way. This month’s tribute will recognize all the 

women who have served on the Board of Trustees. Their contri-

butions are significant and are to be applauded. We thank them 

for their service and for leading the way on what has been and 

continues to be a male-dominated board. 

In this article, I want to spotlight the women with whom I have 

served, and I publicly thank them and highlight their roles, some 

of their responsibilities, and their contributions to this board. 

Sister Avé Cannady, former trustee and vice 

chair, was instrumental in promoting and 

updating many of our payroll and office 

procedures. Additionally, she served as the 

assistant disbursement officer.

Trustee Donza Poole is secretary and lead writer 

for the monthly Epistle articles for the Board of 

Trustees. Trustee Poole has also served as the 

lead person for the survey recently released 

concerning returning to in-person church 

worship service. She also serves as chair of the 

Building Fund Committee.

Trustee Jacqueline Ivey is assistant disbursement 

officer. She chairs the Policies and Procedures 

Sub Committee and co-chairs the Emergency 

Management Team. Trustee Ivey also chaired the 

committee to acquire the FEMA grant used to 

install the new security cameras and equipment. 

Trustee April Massey has assumed the lead role 

in developing the Board’s strategic actions and 

goals plan that will be used to guide the current 

Board of Trustees as well as trustees in the future. 

Trustee Massey is also the chair of the pastor’s 

evaluation committee and has been invaluable in 

guiding the philosophical thinking of the Board.

continued on next page
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Trustee Cheryl Johnson serves as our 

parliamentarian and keeps us on target 

with the topics at hand. She was also 

instrumental in acquiring the donated 

banner that now hangs on the church’s 

exterior front wall signaling our support 

to fight injustice in America, particularly 

our support of the Black Lives Matter movement.

Trustee Carolyn Wilson chairs our 

Transportation Committee and was very 

much involved in the donation from the 

Helping Hand Club to purchase a new 

bus to transport our disabled members. 

It has been said on many occasions that 

if you do not know your history, you are 

prone to repeat past mistakes in the future. Trustee 

Wilson certainly keeps us apprised of our past, and I am 

most appreciative.

I have highlighted just a few of the accomplishments 

of these resourceful women to show my appreciation 

to them. I also hope this article will remind other 

resourceful and talented women that the Board of 

Trustees is a wonderful place to use your talents to help 

maintain this church as a viable place of worship today 

and in the future. Your contributions are needed to 

assist in carrying on the work of those who have served 

and are currently serving in this particularly significant 

role.

Again, congratulations to all the gifted and spirited 

women who have served as trustees and have made a 

difference in the livelihood of this church. v

May is Family Month at 
Nineteenth Street!
Please join our May Sunday worship services as we honor and 

celebrate special families in our church. 

May 2 - Keaton Family

May 9 - Ferguson/Washington Family

May 16 - Martin/Proctor Family

May 23 - Curtis Family

May 30 - Jackson/Swann/Sidney/Drumgold/Drew Family  v

Calling All Men for  
Fellowship and Service
Join the Men’s Ministry on Saturday, May 15, for a Spring Cleanup 

Service Day. Men of the church will assist the Board of Trustees 

with sprucing up the church grounds. Activities will be conducted 

outside, and social distancing precautions will be observed.

Bring your work gloves, rake, or favorite yard tool and join the 

fellowship. Men of all ages are invited to come out to help.

Those interested in volunteering on May 15 should contact 

Deacon Howard S. Smith at 202-882-1444 or email at 

howardsmith@19thstreetbc.org. 

See you on the 15th! v

mailto:howardsmith@19thstreetbc.org
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Virtual Haiti Walk Kickoff Raises Funds for Clinic
By Phillis Walls Cooke, Global Missions Ministry Leader

Global Missions Ministry and VillageMed are grateful to all who 

attended our Virtual-a-Thon Haiti Walk 5K Kickoff on April 10. 

We also thank you for your generous donations during the 

kickoff. The in-person walk is scheduled for Saturday, September 

25, 2021, at the C&O Canal, as risks from the pandemic 

significantly decrease. As the date gets closer, details will be 

forthcoming. Your ongoing donations move us a step closer to 

building a pediatric clinic in Haiti. Donations are welcome at any 

time. We are one team this year, Team Nineteenth Street Baptist 

Church! Visit the website for information on how you can make 

a donation, and please view the various thank you gifts we are 

offering. Check the website regularly for updated information 

on our upcoming silent 

auction and other Haiti 

Walk 5K events.  

We are grateful to Miriame 

Michele, owner of Chez 

Yiamme Catering, who 

presented us with A Taste 

of Haiti. She demonstrated 

the preparation of a 

delicious Haitian dish, Pikliz, 

and shared the recipe. Many 

of you will remember the 

delectable Haitian food she 

treated us to at our 2019 

kickoff. Currently meals 

can be ordered by email 

for curbside pickup. She also plans to open a restaurant soon in 

Laurel, Maryland. Please support her via Facebook and on other 

social media sites. 

A Taste of Haitian Culture 

was presented to us by 

notable Haitian artist 

Florence Louis-Charles. We 

appreciate her beautiful art 

pieces and the knowledge 

of Haitian culture that 

she shared with us at 

our kickoff. We will be 

auctioning off one of her 

very inspiring and beautiful 

paintings in our upcoming 

auction. Please support her 

work and view more of her 

paintings and her contact 

information on her website.

We extend our gratitude to VillageMED for providing us with 

gorgeous Haitian paintings as thank you gifts at certain donor 

levels. Information on the paintings and levels is listed on our 

website.

Global Missions Ministry seeks to serve God’s Great Commission 

noted in Matthew 28:19-20. We are working to reach our goal to 

build a pediatric clinic in Layaye, Haiti. In this, our final year of 

our Haiti Walk 5K fundraiser, let’s finish strong! v 

Chez Yiamme Catering 
Miriame Michele, Owner

chezyiammecatering@gmail.com  
Facebook, Instagram

Artist Florence Louis-Charles
www.florencelc.com

http://www.19thstreetbc.org
mailto:mailto:chezyiammecatering%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:mailto:chezyiammecatering%40gmail.com?subject=
https://m.facebook.com/Chezyiammecatering
https://www.instagram.com/epi.datset
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VillageMed Update on Haiti’s Healthy Child Project
By Nancy Quincy

As founder and president of VillageMED, I remain humbled 

by the level of support we have received. I want to thank Rev. 

Roberts, members and friends of Nineteenth Street Baptist 

Church, and the Global Missions Ministry as we kick off the final 

walkathon in support of Haiti’s Healthy Child Project. 

VillageMED launched Haiti’s Healthy Child Project in 2016 with 

the goal of aiding Haitian citizens and healthcare providers in 

the sustained delivery of quality healthcare to children living in 

unsanitary environments. Since the inception of Haiti’s Healthy 

Child Project, VillageMED has treated thousands of children and 

distributed tens of thousands of dollars of medicines to Haitian 

patients to alleviate a range of childhood health concerns.  

As the project continued, the need for a sustainable healthcare 

delivery system evolved into plans for building a permanent 

facility in one of our service areas. VillageMED decided to 

construct a pediatric clinic in Layaye, Haiti, a humble mountain 

village that traditionally relied on sporadic volunteer medical 

missions for healthcare. Honored and excited by the prospect of 

our project, one of its citizens donated two acres of land where 

VillageMED would build a clinic.

The principal donors and supports of Haiti’s Healthy Child 

Project have been Nineteenth Street Baptist Church, 

VillageMED’s Haiti Advisory Group, and the Haiti Association of 

Rutgers University, comprised of Rutgers students with historic 

ancestral ties to Haiti. 

In the talented hands of Nineteenth Street’s Deacon Stan Britt, 

my amateur sketches of a clinic became actual architectural 

renderings. Our plans call for an inviting waiting room, multiple 

treatment rooms, a pharmacy where we will continue to 

dispense free medicine, a community closet to hold donated 

clothing for distribution, community meeting rooms, bathrooms, 

and staff rooms. 

Our work, dreams, volunteers, and healthcare providers 

clearly demonstrate our presence is in Haiti. While we have 

enjoyed a steady groundswell of excitement and support for 

Haiti’s Healthy Child Project, there have been real challenges 

that played havoc with our initial timeline. Although at times 

discouraging, particularly when you have project momentum, 

challenges are a reality that come with undertaking humani-

tarian work in developing and marginalized countries. 

Haiti has been thrown into countrywide civil unrest. The 

concerns that can affect our project staff range from robberies, 

kidnappings and ransoms, murders, and our inability to travel 

freely. Since the initial wave of unrest in Haiti, VillageMED 

continued moving the project forward with the assistance of 

our team on the ground. Our Haiti-based attorney, architect/

project manager, and Uri Benders, a VillageMED Haiti Advisory 

Board member, and our project liaison, assisted in establishing 

VillageMED as a business entity in Haiti, which enabled us to 

secure the donated property and transferred its ownership to 

VillageMED. 

We were ready to go and then a global pandemic caused us 

to adjust our reality once again. While we are still operating 

under travel restrictions, both domestic and internationally, 

continued on next page
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VillageMED has had to revise our timeline for project 

completion. This year we are prayerful for a cautious 

and strategic start of our building phase. 

As we come out of the global pandemic, VillageMED 

is again adjusting to the current situation in Haiti. 

While the country continues to experience extensive 

civil unrest, VillageMED proceeds, committed to 

delivering to the patients we have treated, grown 

to love, and to whom we are invested in building an 

accessible pediatric clinic. 

That includes identifying a safe way to travel to 

and from Haiti to reestablish project benchmarks. 

Since the unrest, we have moved to strengthen our 

team in Haiti. The original model called for me to 

be a VillageMED presence in Haiti. We have since 

empowered our Haiti liaison, who will travel to Haiti 

via the Dominican Republic next month to assist 

with reestablishing project benchmarks. As a vital 

team member, she has the utmost confidence from 

the organization and volunteers. Our liaison is a 

daughter of Haiti, and she has been an invaluable 

asset on our missions where she served as a 

volunteer nurse. VillageMED is well served by our 

liaison, who regularly travels to and from Haiti. Her 

strong family and professional ties to the country 

enable her to move freely and safely on behalf of 

VillageMED with our full confidence.

We look forward to keeping you posted on our 

progress and ask that you continue to keep our 

patients, partners, and friends in Haiti in your prayers 

as they navigate the challenges they are facing. v

Check out and follow our social media accounts: 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/Everyblessing.org

Instagram: www.instagram.com/explore/tags/nsbcdc

ACCESS NINETEENTH STREET SERVICES

Access LIVESTREAM on YouTube at  
youtube.com/channel/UClL8xG5-YbTSRVVx1odHcZA

 Access the PRAYER MEETING AND PRAYER CALL at  
605-472-5349, access code 348952#

Access the CHURCH SCHOOL ADULT CLASS CALL at  
712-770-5572, access code 577559#

Contact organizers for access to ZOOM programs

www.19thstreetbc.org

Pastor Roberts on the Air
Tune into the Coach Butch McAdams Show on Sunday,  

May 16, at 12:30 p.m. to hear Pastor Darryl Roberts talk  

about Nineteenth Street ministries and initiatives.

Listen live on radio stations WOL (1450 AM) and MAGIC 

(95.9 FM) or listen to live radio streaming on a computer  

or cell phone device by going to www.woldcnews.com. v

https://www.facebook.com/Everyblessing.org/
https://www.instagram.com/explore/tags/nsbcdc/
https://www.facebook.com/Everyblessing.org
http://www.instagram.com/nsbcdc


15The Epistle | Vol. 42 No. 5 | May 2021

Love Pal Program  
Needs Your Support
By Carlton Terry, Progressive Adults Ministry

This past year all aspects of our church have been emotionally 

and financially challenged because of the COVID-19 virus. The 

Love Pal Program, which provides stipends and mentors to our 

undergraduate students, has been especially affected because the 

monies we raise come from theatre outings, which were abruptly 

halted because of the virus. Thanks to our patrons, we have 

been able to maintain support to the 25 students currently in our 

program. 

We want to continue the program this upcoming year and beyond, 

and we need your support to help sustain our efforts. We are 

asking our church family to make any contributions that you can. 

Our young people tell us the quarterly stipends they receive seem 

to come just at the right time: when they need to treat themselves, 

when they have been studying hard to keep up their grades, or 

just to purchase necessary personal items. Now, we ask you—

Nineteenth Street church family and friends—to contribute to the 

Love Pal program, and please be as generous as you can. 

You can give to the Love Pal program by check or through PayPal 

or Givelify. If by check, please make it payable to Nineteenth Street 

Baptist Church. For all donation options, be sure to designate in 

the memo or note field that the funds are for the Love Pal Program.

We greatly appreciate all your past support. Thank you in advance 

for your generosity now to help keep the Love Pal Program alive 

and self-sustaining during this difficult time. 

Anne Saunders is president of the Progressive Adults Ministry. v

Love Pal Excels at  
Golf Tournament
By Deaconess Pearl Sudduth  

Kiara Beckham, one of Nineteenth Street’s Love Pals, is 

making great news in the golf world. 

A junior at Union College in Schenectady, N.Y., Kiara is 

a star member of the Dutchwomen, the Union College 

Women’s Golf Team.

Last month, the 

Dutchwomen came 

in first place at 

the William Smith 

Invitational golf 

tournament in Clifton 

Springs, N.Y. Kiara 

shot an 87 to earn 

sole possession of 

third place, carding a 

43 on the front side 

(including a birdie on 

the par-five 2nd hole 

and coming in with 

a 44.

Great job Kiara! We will be following all your endeavors 

as you continue to excel at Union College.

Kiara is the daughter of Bianca and Harvey Beckham 

and granddaughter of Dorothy and William Curtis. v

Photo: Union College Athletics
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MAY BIRTHDAYS
Dollie Huggins 5/1

Taylor Weldon 5/1

Delilah Henry  5/2

Shevawn Wood 5/2

Phela Townsend 5/3

Ivin Moody Jr 5/4

Rolando Andrewn  5/5

Lewis Edmunds (93rd) 5/6

Shani Hinton 5/6

Lindsay Sanders 5/6

Maxine Pierce 5/7

Carasundia Rivers 5/9

Deaconess Gloria Tisdale 5/9

Jade Parchment 5/10

Jasmine Whiting 5/11

Rev Adámio Boddie 5/13

Janis Brown 5/16

Leah Dawson 5/17

Rev. Reginald Townsend 5/17

Rev. Robin Turner 5/17

Raven Tillery 5/18

Gideon Townsend 5/18

Deaconess Mozelle Watkins 5/18

Alice Gray 5/19

Trustee Carolyn Wilson 5/19

Milan Wolfe 5/21

Rev. Jerry Cheatham Jr 5/25

Ernest Hill (94th) 5/26

Deaconess Sageta Jackson 5/26

Ella Roberson 5/26

Trustee Franklin Smith 5/26

Barbara Clark 5/27

Storee Denson 5/27

Rev. Edward Turner 5/28

Krista Ross 5/29

Rev. Lorise White Wolfe 5/29

Nigel Sanders  5/31

Emily Woolcock 5/31

Sing it twice while you wash your hands!

Please notify the church office  
of additions or corrections.
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May Calendar
 Sunday, May 2
Rev. Roberts, Guest Preacher, 103rd Church Anniversary, Mt. 

Pleasant Baptist Church, livestream, 9 a.m.
Church School, Adult Class, conference call, 9 a.m.
Worship Service, Bring Your Own Elements Communion, 

livestream, 10 a.m.
Youth Church, Zoom, 11:30 a.m. 
Church School, Pre-K to Age 10, Zoom, 1 p.m.

Tuesday, May 4 
Prayer Call, led by Clergy, 6:30 a.m.
Bible Study with Rev. Roberts, Zoom, 7 p.m.

Wednesday, May 5
Prayer Conference Call, led by Deaconesses, Noon
Music Ministry Choir Connection, Zoom and Call-in, 7:30 p.m. 

Thursday, May 6
Prayer Meeting Call, led by Deacons, 6:30 p.m.

Friday, May 7
Women’s Ministry Bible Study, Gifted to Serve, Zoom, 7 p.m.

Saturday, May 8 
Straight Up Stretch, Senior Ministry, Zoom, 1 p.m.

Sunday, May 9 – Mother’s Day
Church School, Adult Class, conference call, 9 a.m.
Worship Service, livestream, 10 a.m.
Youth Church, Zoom, 11:30 a.m. 
Tweens and Teens Sunday School, Zoom, Noon
Church School, Pre-K to Age 10, Zoom, 1 p.m.

Tuesday, May 11 
Prayer Call, led by Clergy, 6:30 a.m.
Bible Study with Rev. Roberts, Zoom, 7 p.m.

Wednesday, May 12 
Prayer Conference Call, led by Deaconesses, Noon
Music Ministry Choir Connection, Zoom and Call-in, 7:30 p.m. 

Thursday, May 13
Food Pantry, 10 a.m.
Prayer Meeting Call, with Rev. Lorise White Wolfe preaching, led 

by Deacons, 6:30 p.m.

Friday, May 14
Women’s Ministry Bible Study, Gifted to Serve, Zoom, 7 p.m.

Saturday, May 15
Church Cleanup Day, Sponsored by Men’s Ministry, 9 a.m– 2 p.m.

Sunday, May 16
Church School, Adult Class, conference call, 9 a.m.
Worship Service, Trustee Rally Day, livestream, 10 a.m.
Youth Church, Social Distanced in Person Gathering, 11:30 a.m.
Church School, Pre-K to Age 10, Zoom, 1 p.m.

Tuesday, May 18
Prayer Call, led by Clergy, 6:30 a.m.
Bible Study with Rev. Roberts, Zoom, 7 p.m.

Wednesday, May 19
Prayer Conference Call, led by Deaconesses, Noon
Music Ministry Choir Connection, Zoom and Call-in, 7:30 p.m.

Thursday, May 20
Prayer Meeting Call, with Rev. Leslie Wiley preaching, led by 

Deacons, 6:30 p.m.

Friday, May 21
Relax, Relate & Release Community Check-in, Zoom, 7:30 p.m.

Saturday, May 22
Straight Up Stretch, Senior Ministry, Zoom, 1 p.m.

Sunday, May 23
Church School, Adult Class, conference call, 9 a.m.
Worship Service, livestream, 10 a.m.
Youth Church, Zoom, 11:30 a.m. 
Tweens and Teens Sunday School, Zoom, Noon
Church School, Pre-K to Age 10, Zoom, 1 p.m.

Tuesday, May 25
Prayer Call, led by Clergy, 6:30 a.m.
Bible Study with Rev. Roberts, Zoom, 7 p.m.

Wednesday, May 26
Prayer Call, led by Deaconesses, Noon
Music Ministry Choir Connection, Zoom and Call-in, 7:30 p.m. 

Thursday, May 27
Food Pantry, 10 a.m.–1 p.m.
Prayer Meeting Call, led by Deacons, 6:30 p.m.

Sunday, May 30
Church School, Adult Class, conference call, 9 a.m.
Worship Service, livestream, 10 a.m.
Youth Church, Zoom, 11:30 a.m. 
Tweens and Teens Sunday School, Zoom, Noon
Church School, Pre-K to Age 10, Zoom, 1 p.m.

Monday, May 31 – Memorial Day

Information on how to access these services is on page 14.
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