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PASTOR’S CORNER

If Trees Could Talk
By Rev. Darryl D. Roberts, Ph.D., Senior Pastor

These are times that can either break you or 

make you stronger. They either conceal who 

you are or reveal who you are. They can sap 

your energy or stimulate your creativity. We 

are living in a time of unparalleled devastation 

and affliction—a worldwide pandemic, social 

unrest, natural disasters, economic decline, 

and national insecurity. So many are weary 

and discouraged in the face of shattered dreams, broken hopes, 

scrapped plans, fractured families, disrupted careers, and 

uncertain futures. How do we find the strength to rebuild and 

remain hopeful about the future with so much devastation?

The pandemic has both tested my strength and stimulated my 

creativity. It has pushed me to develop new habits and return 

to old habits that had kept me healthy and strong. When I 

was a youngster, before I could obtain my driver’s license and 

purchase my first car, I was an avid cyclist. Whenever I needed 

to be somewhere, I rode my bicycle. I most enjoyed riding my 

bike to Euclid Creek Reservation, an urban oasis situated in 

Euclid, Ohio. There I could take in the natural setting, listen to 

the calming sounds of water cascading down the creek, and 

enjoy physical conditioning on the idyllic trails. In recent days, 

I have returned to biking down nature trails in neighborhood 

parks and creeks as a way to decompress, experience nature, 

and support my health and fitness.

While riding a trail near a local stream, I took these two 

pictures to demonstrate the impact of mother nature, 

tropical-storm-force sustained winds, isolated gusts, and heavy 

rain from Hurricane Sally. The first picture is that of Populus 
deltoides (Eastern cottonwood). It’s a tree that grows well in 

wet to semi-dry soils in the eastern, central, and southwestern 

United States and lives typically 70–100 years. It acclimates to 

a wide variety of temperatures ranging from 22–73 degrees 

Fahrenheit; some even thrive in temperatures that soar to 

115°F. But its vivid colors, soft cotton characteristics, and oval 

pyramidal shape could not protect it from the harsh conditions 

continued on next page
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of recent torrential storms. As arborists remind us, when the 

root system of a tree is struggling, it is more likely to collapse 

during heavy rain and raging storms, due to soil compaction. 

Even for trees that are suitable for growing in areas with heavy 

rain, this is so.

The second picture is a Fagus grandifolia, which is a large 

deciduous tree widely known as an American beech tree. As a 

native to North America, it is primarily found in ravines, slopes, 

and valleys. It is a perennial tree that blooms in the spring and 

grows 66–98 feet and spreads 39–79 feet. It can adapt well to 

full sun or full shade, and its soil is chalky clay and well-drained. 

It needs a regular source of water but not a heavy accumu-

lation, or it could be harmful to its health. Notice that this tree 

is planted by the stream, and its roots connect directly to the 

water source. This ensures that the American beech gets just 

enough water, but not too much to grow and live 300–400 

years. 

The psalmist’s words are relevant as we examine the tree’s life 

source and the requisite conditions for growth. In Psalm 1:1-3 

(NKJV), the great composer offers these friendly words of 

counsel: “Blessed is the man [and woman] Who walks not in the 

counsel of the ungodly, Nor stands in the path of sinners, Nor 

sits in the seat of the scornful; But his delight is in the law of the 

Lord, And in His law he meditates day and night. He shall be like 

a tree Planted by the rivers of water, That brings forth its fruit 

in its season, Whose leaf also shall not wither, And whatever he 

[she] does shall prosper.”

Like a tree that needs a strong root system, a proper climate, 

and a sufficient supply of water to flourish, believers need to 

strengthen our roots. We do that through spirit-filled prayer 

and planting our feet in healthy climates where we can grow 

individually and collectively. And, by saturating our souls with 

daily life-giving water from the Word of God. Storms will come 

and they will pass. The fires will burn and cease. The pandemic 

will begin and end. How do we ensure that we can live and grow 

after destruction? 

If you want to thrive in the face of danger, apply lessons learned 

from an American beech tree situated near the Northwest 

Branch Anacostia River. Maintain strong roots through prayer 

and worship, grow where you are planted (by impacting 

the environment around you to the glory of God), and stay 

connected to life-giving water. When you do that, you won’t 

just survive the pandemic’s perils, but you will emerge even 

stronger. v
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October is Stewardship Month
By Trustee Donza M. Poole, Chair, Building Fund Committee

October is a special time of year for the Building Fund 

Committee. It marks our month-long focus on Christian 

stewardship and lead-up to Stewardship Sunday, the fourth 

Sunday in October.

Stewardship Sunday Co-Chairs Ferlandia Townsend and 

Deborah Lewis Thornton, along with the entire Building Fund 

Committee, invite to you to join us as we celebrate stewardship 

and explore what it means to be a steward in today’s times of 

struggle. 

We try to do something different each year in celebration of 

stewardship. This year, we had no choice but to change up 

things due to COVID-19. As a result, we are presenting our first 

ever virtual celebration of Stewardship Month and Stewardship 

Sunday via livestreaming and other online platforms. In just a 

few weeks we have gone from being Building Fund Committee 

members to being amateur producers. 

Our theme this year is “Giving in Times of Struggle.” It speaks 

to the moment we are in with COVID-19 and social justice 

unrest. Our scripture is taken from 2 Corinthians 8:1-5, where 

Paul speaks to the generosity of the Macedonian churches while 

amid their own struggles. Paul wrote: 

And now, brothers and sisters, we want you to know 
about the grace that God has given the Macedonian 
churches. In the midst of a very severe trial, their 
overflowing joy and their extreme poverty welled up in 
rich generosity…

 

The celebration will include:

•	Weekly	Testimonials – Be inspired by personal testimonies 

of stewardship from members of our Nineteenth Street 

church family.

•	Stewardship	Sunday:	Year	in	Review	Video – A story of 

time, talent, and treasure. 

•	Annual	Stewardship	Sunday	Fundraiser – Help raise 

$10,000 by October 25 for capital improvements. This 

year’s focus is on improvements to the church’s HVAC 

system. When giving, mark your donation for the “Capital 

Improvement Project.”

•	90-Day	Giving	Challenge	–	Try adding the Capital 

Improvement Project to your regular giving. Take the 

90-Day Giving Challenge! Just include a gift (in any amount) 

for the Capital Improvement Project in your offerings in 

October, November, and December. The challenge runs 

from October 3 to December 31, 2020. Help care for our 

wonderful church home. For more details, visit the church 

website and click on the Weekly Announcements link under 

News. 

We look forward to celebrating stewardship with you this month 

and most especially on Stewardship Sunday, October 25. v

6th	Annual	Stewardship	Sunday	–	October	25	

Livestreaming on YouTube and Facebook

www.19thstreetbc.org
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Connect in Prayer
By Deaconess Evangeline Stevens, Chair of the Deaconess 
Board

Since March 10, 2020, the Deaconess Board has led a 

Wednesday midday 15-minute prayer call as a way of staying 

connected in this COVID-19 pandemic. The prayer call provides 

a venue for deaconesses and other members and friends of 

Nineteenth Street Baptist Church to gather for a few moments 

to: share a prayer, solicit prayers for others, offer praise reports, 

or give testimony.

Hosted each week by a deaconess, the noonday prayer provides 

an opportunity for us all to connect prayerfully. The prayer 

call is 12–12:15 p.m. We open the line a few minutes early and 

close a few minutes later to give those who have called in an 

opportunity to catch up on things happening or to just say hello.

We look forward to an inspiring reading from the Daily Word 

from church member Debbie Davis. She also solicits prayers 

for family members and friends. Besides the deaconesses, 

frequent participants are members of the Deacon Board, 

including Deacon-in-Training Yvonne Gowdy. Ministerial staff 

members Rev. Robin Turner, Rev. Dr. Cheryl Coleman Hall, and 

Minister Leslie Wiley also participate frequently. Pastor Roberts 

often checks in with a prayer, a member update, or a word of 

encouragement.

While the prayer call is only 15 minutes, you will be renewed, 

restored, and encouraged when it is over. Join us any 

Wednesday. We would love to hear from you.

The prayer line call-in number is 605-472-5349 (access code 

348952). v

Thank You for Service 
By Deaconess Monique Wiley-Crawford

The Deaconess Board’s June service project raised and donated 

funds to the D.C. Child and Family Services Agency Partners for 

Kids in Care (PFK) program. The wonderful thank you note sent 

by Beatrice Williar, PFK Program Manager, and addressed to the 

Deaconess Board and members of Nineteenth Street Baptist 

Church appears below: 

Thanks so much for your wonderful monetary contribution of 
$670 to our PFK Program! We are especially grateful for your 
support during the COVID-19 pandemic. We plan to use your 
contribution to help supply our Children’s Donation Center (The 
Center). The donations are kept in our Center which serves 
as a customized boutique where families can shop for free 
for needed items such as clothes, school supplies, luggage, 
toiletries and more. Nearly 2,000 families are served in the 
Donation Center annually. The support that we receive from 
a caring community has a big impact because it helps our 
children’s wellbeing and supports them as they pursue their 
aspirations, education and life goals and lets them know that 
they are not alone during these challenging times.

Your contribution to our PFK program and our Children’s 
Donation Center shows just how thoughtful you are about 
our children’s well-being. Our collaboration helps strengthen 
support services and increases awareness of healthy growth 
and development of children and youth in our care.

PFK is continuously thinking of new ways to support CFSA 
in taking good care of our kids. You’ve stepped right in their 
path and made a huge impact in the lives of many children and 
families; for that we are grateful. v

Deaconess Monique Wiley-Crawford coordinated the June service project.
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Emergency Management Team Develops Reopening Guidelines
By Reginald A. Cole, M.D.

Summer has come and gone, and we’re still dealing with 

COVID-19. At Nineteenth Street, God has blessed us with 

continued spiritual and financial support from our congregation 

and visitors to our Sunday online worship services. This strong 

support has made it possible to maintain many church activities. 

However, our in-person worship services remain restricted 

because of concerns for the potential spread of COVID-19. 

According to the D.C. health agencies, there is still a moderate 

risk of spreading this virus within the community. The District 

continues to operate under phase two COVID-19 guidelines 

for limited in-person activities in the church with minimal 

participants. Currently, essential personnel still conduct daily 

business activities within the church, while 

other activities remain curtailed. 

Our reopening protocols are 

near completion and intended 

to provide guidance for safe 

interactions within the 

church for both the working 

personnel and congregation 

once we enter phase three 

reopening procedures. The 

protocols for reopening our 

church will include guidance 

on the specific interaction 

of church personnel, cleaning 

and sanitizing the sanctuary, 

and frequently utilized 

spaces within the church; direction for the safe reentry of the 

membership into the church, as well as logistics concerning 

supplies and the additional funding for our ongoing dynamic 

process of reopening.   

Senior Pastor Roberts, church leadership, and the Emergency 

Management Team (EMT) will continue to follow the guidelines 

of the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) and the D.C. Health 

Department to develop protocols for the safe reopening of the 

church for in-person worship. By adhering to these guidelines, 

safety procedures to enter the sanctuary may include: 

• prescreening potential worship attendees concerning 

current health challenges,

• monitoring of body temperature prior to entering the 

sanctuary, 

• continued use of social distancing, and 

• continued use of appropriate facial masks and facial 

coverings while in the sanctuary.

To help reduce the spread of COVID-19, we suggest following 

the CDC guidelines for the selection and safe use of masks. 

• wear a mask with two or more layers to stop the spread of 

COVID-19

• wear the mask over your nose and mouth and secure 

underneath your chin 

• anyone two-years of age and older should wear a mask

continued on next page
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• children younger than two years of 

age or anyone who has difficulty 

removing the mask without 

assistance should not wear a mask 

• do not wear masks intended for 

health care workers to help prevent 

supply shortages for critical health 

care personnel 

• do not use gaiters or face shields 

alone as adequate face protection 

Church leaders are interested in receiving 

feedback concerning our reopening 

plans so please respond to the survey 

you will receive in the next few days. The 

survey will address many areas related 

to stopping the spread of COVID-19 and 

the potential reopening of the church for 

in-person worship services. The feedback 

we receive will be incorporated into the 

protocols for the church reopening.  

All of us are anxious to safely reenter the 

sanctuary to share the company of fellow 

believers in our weekly church services. 

We all have a part to play in preparing 

for that inevitability. In the meantime, 

look for the survey in your email or 

your mailbox. We look forward to your 

response and seeing you again in the 

church sanctuary, God willing. As always, 

be blessed and stay safe. v

SAVE THE DATE!

Communications Workshop 
Planned for Ministries

October 10, 2020
9:30 a.m. 

The Communications Ministry is so excited about the work that we have been 

doing and the wonderful brand and website that have launched recently at 

Nineteenth Street Baptist Church. We are the same church with the same name, 

but we’ve got a new look that is uniquely ours!

To ensure all ministries are aware of the changes and how they affect communi-

cations of the church and the ministries, the Communications Ministry will hold 

its first training workshop for all ministries on Saturday, October 10, from 9:30–11 

a.m. via Zoom. All church ministries are asked to have at least one representative 

participate in this training. 

The workshop will cover how and when to use communications tools available to 

us — such as e-blasts, The Epistle, robocalls, social media, and our website. We will 

also talk about the new church branding, which not only includes our new logo but 

also the language and style we use for our messages. In addition, we want to hear 

from the ministries about how the Communications Ministry can be more helpful 

to them. 

We will contact each ministry leader requesting the name of the ministry’s 

representative and providing the Zoom link. 

The training is open to any interested church member, not just ministry liaisons. 

Please send an email to communications@19thstreetbc.org if you would like to 

participate or get more information about the workshop. v
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continued on next page

TRUSTEE TALK

Still Spreading the Word from 16th Street
By Trustee Donza M. Poole

Logo Adds New Dynamic to Outdoor Sign 
It has been an exciting time for the church with the introduction 

of the new church logo, redesigned website, new website 

address, and new messaging. Last month, the new logo was 

added to the church’s outdoor digital sign. 

The sign and logo represent more than a new look for 

Nineteenth Street. They also allow the church to continue 

reaching people from our facility, at a time when in-person 

gatherings have been suspended. 

Ours is one of the few houses of worship on 16th Street that 

has a digital sign. Some had reservations about a digital one, 

thinking the new sign would not fit the neighborhood aesthetic. 

But the ease of changing messages with a digital sign has 

obvious appeal. The church can readily change its message 

and display multiple messages in a rotation–including timely 

messages, like the current Black Lives Matter message.

Thousands of people who pass the church each day will see 

the sign. For some, the sign’s messaging may be a source of 

inspiration, bring them closer to God, put a smile on their face, 

or renew their spirit. The changing content also sends the 

message that the church is still thriving.

The vice chair of the Trustee Board Emerson Bretous manages 

the sign’s messaging along with Edith Bullard-Britt, co-chair 

of the Communications Ministry. Many thanks to both for this 

important work. 

New Prayer Garden Sign Spreads Message of 
Sustainability 

“I will make rivers flow on barren heights, and springs within 

the valleys. I will turn the desert into pools of water, and the 

parched ground into springs. I will put in the desert the cedar 

and the acacia, the myrtle and the olive. I will set junipers in the 

wasteland, the fir and the cypress together, so that people may 

see and know, may consider and understand, that the hand of 
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the Lord has done this, that the Holy One of Israel has created 

it.” (Isaiah 41:18-20, NIV)

These are the words that grace the new sign installed in the 

Prayer Garden last month. The sign is the final piece of the 

eco-friendly garden constructed this spring and funded by the 

RiverSmart Communities Grant awarded to the church last year. 

The sign contains a wealth of information about the garden 

and its benefits to the environment, particularly to the local 

waterways. It explains that the church roof and prayer garden 

receive an average of 40 inches of precipitation annually and 

that the garden’s stormwater management practices will treat 

over 62,000 gallons of polluted stormwater each year. 

The garden is based on a sustainable design that uses plants 

native to the area, including River Birch, Inkberry Holly, and 

Wild Bergamot. These plants provide a habitat for wildlife such 

as butterflies and birds, require less maintenance and watering, 

and reduce the need for pesticides. 

We are blessed to have secured funding to transform this former 

concrete courtyard into a place of beauty and reflection, where 

one can learn about sustainability and caring for God’s creation.

Work on Wheelchair Ramp Resumes
Work on the wheelchair accessible ramp and street lane to the 

Crittenden Street church entrance has resumed after being put 

on hold this summer following the discovery of a Comcast fiber 

optic station, which has now been relocated at no cost to the 

church. It is anticipated the ramp will be completed this month. 

Trustee Patrick Cooper is overseeing this important project. 

Thank You for Your Stewardship
October is Stewardship Month at Nineteenth Street, a time to 

celebrate and reflect on our roles as stewards of all that God 

has entrusted to our care. The Trustee Board is grateful to our 

church family for your generosity and commitment to Christian 

stewardship during these challenging times. Through your 

giving of time, talent, and treasure, the church can maintain its 

facilities, retain staff, and thrive as a virtual church featuring 

worship services, Bible study, Sunday school, and prayer lines. 

Your support enables our staying connected through email, 

postal mail, Zoom conferences, our website and social media, 

and helping those in need. We cannot thank you enough for 

providing the resources that allow our church to continue 

pursuing our mission and vision during these unprecedented 

times.

For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. (Matt 

6:21, NIV).
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Give Your Tithes and Offerings
MAIL A CHECK

 Nineteenth Street Baptist Church  

 4606 16th St. NW 

 Washington, D.C. 20011

DONATE ONLINE 

 at 19thstreetbc.org

 by debit or credit card or PayPal

DONATE VIA APP

 Givelify: Nineteenth Street Baptist Church

 Cash App: $NineteenthStreet Cash App

New COVID-19 Safety Measures Implemented
The health and safety of those on church premises have 

always been a church priority, even more so considering the 

COVID-19 pandemic. Although the church is temporarily closed 

for in-person activities, certain church operations continue, 

including church maintenance, administration, and livestreaming 

for online church services. The Trustee Board, in collaboration 

with Pastor Roberts, the Emergency Management Team (EMT), 

and other church leadership, is focused on providing a safe 

environment for those currently on church premises, by staying 

abreast of and implementing safety protocols consistent with 

recommendations and guidelines issued by the Centers for 

Disease Control and Prevention and the District of Columbia. 

We are preparing the church for a safe reopening when the time 

comes.

•	Deep	Cleaning – After reviewing proposals from several 

commercial cleaning companies, the Board selected Stanley 

Steemer to conduct a deep cleaning of the church. The 

entire church was deep cleaned in September (except for 

certain sensitive areas, such as the Media Room which 

houses sensitive electronic equipment). Three teams of 

cleaners spent ten hours each disinfecting and sanitizing 

the church using specialized professional equipment 

and disinfectants. Members of the Trustee Board and 

maintenance staff were on hand to observe the deep 

cleaning. Following the cleaning, the Board designated 

certain areas as “do not use until further notice.” Church 

maintenance staff will continue regular cleaning and 

disinfecting of the premises. We anticipate that Stanley 

Steemer will be used in the future to provide focused 

cleaning, sanitizing, and disinfecting services, as needed. 

•	Non-Contact	Thermometers Purchased	– The church has 

purchased nine FDA-certified, non-contact thermometers 

to screen those entering church premises. Six are handheld 

models, which can measure temperatures by having 

someone point the thermometer at a person’s forehead and 

three others are models that can be mounted on a wall or 

stand. These are hands-free and can measure someone’s 

temperature without another person’s assistance. 

•	High	Efficiency	MERV	13	Filters	Installed	– To improve 

church ventilation and air quality, more efficient MERV 13 

filters were recently installed in the church’s HVAC system. 

These are just some of the steps the Trustee Board is taking 

to provide a safer church environment for those currently 

on church premises and to prepare for the church’s eventual 

reopening. The Board is continuing to work on measures to 

help prevent the spread of COVID-19, including getting signage 

for social distancing and stockpiles of cleaning products, hand 

sanitizer, and personal protective equipment (PPE). v
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New Church Branding and Website Launched!
By Deborah Heard

The church’s website has a new URL, a new look, and new 

information. 

We now are identified as www.19thstreetbc.org. The 

Communications Ministry changed the website domain name 

after recommendations from the pastor, leaders, and members 

who felt that the church name should be part of our online 

identity. If you use the old www.everyblessing.org name, you 

will be taken to the new website. Our new domain is simply an 

additional website address that more clearly aligns with the 

name of our church.

On www.19thstreetbc.org, in addition to the new logo that was 

unveiled in mid-September, you’ll find much more information 

about the church’s activities. We’ve also revised labels and 

improved packaging so information is easier to find. For 

example: 

• A new LATEST NEWS scroll at the top of the page calls 

attention to important announcements. 

• The HOME page contains multiple boxes that highlight 

essential information, such as easy access to livestream 

services, ministries that serve the community beyond the 

walls of the church, and some of the church organizations 

that focus on programs that emphasize engagement for 

current and potential members. All of the boxes have links 

that will take you to pages with more details.

• A new GET CONNECTED label in the top navigation bar 

provides easy links to numerous pages about church 

activities, as well as How to Become a Member. Ministries 

under GET CONNECTED will take you to a page listing church 

boards, ministries, and organizations. Clicking on a listed 

name in gold-colored type will take you to that organiza-

tion’s page.

• A GIVING page provides one-click links to online giving 

tools, as well as instructions and various options for 

supporting the work of the church.

• New online forms allow people to submit a visitor 

information card, request prayer, and join the email lists for 

the weekly eblasts and The Epistle.

The website task force, comprised of Deacon Fred Leftrict, 

Trustee Donza Poole, and Deborah Heard, was guided by the 

church’s core values, as well as extensive feedback gathered 

from church leaders and church members who represented 

a range of constituencies and demographics. Recreating the 

website was an 18-month process, but the work is not done. 

The Communications Ministry needs everyone in the church to 

help maintain an engaging and informative website. The new 

email address for the Communications Ministry 

is communications@19thstreetbc.org. 

The website also has an online form 

for ministry leaders to submit updated 

information when officers or activities 

change. The website team, with 

Deacon Leftrict as the church’s website 

manager and Sisters Poole and Heard 

as the primary content collectors, will 

respond. v

http://www.19thstreetbc.org
http://www.everyblessing.org
http://www.19thstreetbc.org
mailto:communications@19thstreetbc.org
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In Memory of the “Notorious R.B.G.”
By Deaconess Brenda Lightening-Tolbert

It was Saturday, September 19. I was waking up to the sad news of the passing 

of Supreme Court Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg. My Goodness, say it isn’t so, 

was my first thought. I needed to do something on that absolutely beautiful 

day. I called Van (Deaconess Evangeline Stevens) and said, “Let’s go.” She knew 

immediately that meant we were going to the U.S. Supreme Court to join many 

others to pay tribute to the “Notorious R.B.G.” 

You see, we had attended other impromptu events to recognize an honorable 

civil servant or Lord’s servant, or to march for human rights, women’s rights, 

social justice, equality, and, yes, gun control. These were some of the issues that 

Justice Ginsburg fought so hard for on our behalf. Van’s daughter, Lori, joined 

us along with Rachel, an adorable puppy who was a new addition to their 

family. 

Before leaving the Supreme Court grounds, we joined hands in prayer. 

Apparently, our prayer stance caught the attention of a European reporter who 

immediately approached us to inquire why we were there. Lori gave a powerful 

tribute to the late great justice.

Justice Ginsburg laid in repose at the Supreme Court 

on Wednesday, September 23. Van and I again 

went to pay our respects. The day was amazingly 

beautiful—a great display of God’s glory. We stood 

in a long line, but we were socially distanced 

and moved pleasantly along. Looking up at the 

beautifully flag-draped casket, I noticed inscribed 

high on the building the words Justice Ginsburg 

lived by: “Equal Justice Under Law.” No more, no 

less.

We thank God for this bold, small-in-stature woman, 

who stood tall to ring the bells of justice. Amen. v
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Page-turner Book Reviews
By Deacon Johnnie Love 

The Greatest Life of All: Jesus. Charles Swindoll
For years I’ve been a regular listener of Dr. 

Charles Swindoll’s radio program, “Insight for 

Living.” His teachings are spirit-filled and will add 

greatly to one’s walk with the Lord. I recently 

came across the book The Greatest Life of All: 
Jesus at a book sale. I was excited to renew my 

time with Dr. Swindoll.

Greatest life of All: Jesus is the last of nine biographical studies 

in Swindoll’s Great Lives Series. In most historical biographies, 

we find where the historical figure dies. However, Jesus’ story 

is quite different in that he lives to this very day! Swindoll says, 

“The Almighty Creator loves the people he created so much that 

He devised a plan to save us from our mess.” (Swindoll, p.28)

Swindoll takes the reader on an unforgettable journey with the 

disciples and how they viewed Jesus. He points out that even 

though they witnessed many of Jesus’ miracles, heard many of 

His teachings, saw His miraculous healings, they did not fully 

know who Jesus was. As a result, they were constantly asking: 

“Who is this man?” It was hard for them to believe that “Jesus of 

Nazareth was God.”

Finally, I love Swindoll’s statement: “The power of Jesus’ 

resurrection is a quiet, transforming force that results in the 

steady growth of hope and life within the believer.” This book is 

a huge Page-turner because our encounter with Jesus will not 

allow us any middle ground, any more than it did the people 

who met Jesus in person.   

Hearts of Fire: Eight Women in the Underground Church 
and Their Stories of Costly Faith 

I received a complimentary copy of this book 

and was motivated to read and share it. I did not 

realize the magnitude of modern-day persecution 

for the cause of Christ. This book is both an 

eye-opener and a Page-turner because it brings 

to light the persecution of eight women in the 

underground church and how costly their faith was to them. The 

names have been changed to protect their identities because 

their lives are still endangered.

The martyrs are citizens from eight different countries who 

experienced beatings, being put out of their homes, rape, 

imprisonment, and being brutalized all because of a mere 

mention of the name of Christ. Each martyr expresses her 

love for God and how she survived on the truth of His Word. 

God’s WORD gave them assurances, wisdom, strength, and 

confidence to face their challenges. Several were placed in 

situations that they were able to win other souls to Christ.

One of the martyrs was a thirteen-year-old girl who grew up in 

a small Buddhist village in eastern Bhutan. Her father was the 

local witch doctor and performed animal sacrifices to drive out 

evil spirits. When she became a believer, she was put out of her 

home, beaten by soldiers, and placed in prison. These martyrs 

remind me of the women we studied in Romans 16. It also 

reminds me of the ministry our Global Missions is doing to help 

people from underdeveloped countries. v

https://Christianbook.com/hearts-underground-church-stories-costly-ebook/the-voice-of-the-martyrs/9781418515621/pd/5110EB?kw=21440761692&mt=b&dv=c&ev
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Living by Values
By Rev. Reginald Townsend, Associate Minister

The Christian life and belief system evolve and 

can be difficult and controversial when we 

deviate from established traditions and norms. 

It can require one to give up long held beliefs 

that endanger our relationship with God when 

they conflict with societal and cultural traditions. 

Christians must also live their lives with patience 

to struggle against sin, using the power of the Holy Spirit as an 

advocate. We can accomplish this by studying the Word and 

keeping our eyes on Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith. 

When Christians face sickness, death, depression, financial 

hardship, and other types of discouragement, it is easy to 

lose sight of the big picture. If this ever happens to you, ask 

yourself, “What does God want me to learn from this situation?” 

If your life has taken a turn for the worst, don’t give up on God; 

continue to trust that He has a very special purpose for you 

where you are right now. Have courage, because you are not 

alone. 

Many have already made it through life, enduring far more 

difficult circumstances than we have experienced. Suffering and 

heartache is only the training ground for Christian maturity. The 

Apostle Paul considered all he had accomplished in his life and 

said that it was all “a loss” when compared with the greatness 

of knowing Christ (Philippians 3:7-8). Disappointment develops 

character and patience while making us more determined to 

succeed. 

Christian friends let us never forget the moral values involved 

in the struggle for universal health care, racial equality, gender 

equity, economic parity, and human rights for every American. 

Over the past nine months, more than 200,000 Americans have 

perished due to COVID-19 and other related illnesses. Many of 

these deaths could have been avoided, if not for incompetence 

in high places and overall government malfeasance. 

God wants each of us to exhibit in our daily relationships with 

each other a pattern of commitment to integrity, courage, and 

imagination consistent with the model of Jesus Christ. These 

essential values we choose have a way of communicating to the 

world what our family, church, and community have instilled in 

us for current and future generations of believers.

The late Congressman John Lewis and Justice Ruth Bader 

Ginsburg were examples of perseverance through rejection, 

disgrace, and discrimination in their early careers for greater 

rewards in their later life. Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. taught 

followers in the civil rights movement that “Our lives begin to 

end the day we become silent about things that matter.” 

Public opinion changes with each generation and is unreliable. 

God’s Word is constant and true. Only in God’s eternal Word 

will we find the true meaning of life and lasting solutions to our 

problems and needs. 

The inevitability of death reminds us that God is in complete 

control. He is the supreme ruler of the universe and waits for no 

man or woman. Therefore, don’t put off until tomorrow what 

you should do today. 

Regardless of how dark the night, the people of faith must 

continue to pray. We must trust God and continue pressing on 

continued on next page
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the upward way, gaining new heights every day, believing in the 

promises of God never to leave nor forsake us. But the struggle 

for freedom, justice, and equality continues.

Vote on or before November 3 whether in person or by mail! It 

may be the most significant election of our generation. Let us 

not forget that our ancestors suffered and died for this right to 

vote. If you don’t use it, you diminish the value of their sacrifices. 

Finally, brothers and sisters, we can all do something to make 

America a better place. As Dr. King told us: “Be a bush if you 

can’t be a tree. If you can’t be a highway, just be a trail. If you 

can’t be a sun, be a star. For it isn’t by size that you win or fail. 

Be the best of whatever you are.”  v

YOUR VOTE IS YOUR VOICE AND YOUR POWER!
CONFIRM that you are registered to vote

KNOW the voting rules in your county

PLAN in advance how you will cast your ballot: in person, by mail, early, or on November 3

TELL 5 friends!
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Edith	Bullard-Britt, 
has accepted the 

position of Director of 

Communications with 

the ACLU of Virginia. 

In this position, she 

will be responsible 

for creating impactful 

communications that 

inform, persuade, and 

move people to act to create a more 

equitable world. Though poised to retire 

at the end of 2020, current societal 

challenges moved her to lend her 30 plus 

years of communications expertise to an 

organization centered around causes for 

which she feels deeply. Even though the 

position is based in Richmond, Va., Edith 

and her husband Deacon Stanford Britt 

currently reside in Maryland where they 

remain active Nineteenth Street members. 

At Nineteenth Street, Edith co-chairs the 

Communications Ministry, works closely 

with the Youth Ministry, is a member of 

the Global Missions Ministry, and was 

active on the Usher Board. Should the 

Britts decide to re-locate to Richmond 

our virtual abilities provide them the 

opportunity to be connected to their 

church family whether near or far. v

The love story of newlyweds Charles	
Gordon	and	Deacon	Stephanie	
Thomas-Gordon began over 12 years 

ago as friends. They were a couple for 

six of those years and, on September 

5, 2020, embarked on a new chapter 

as husband and wife. Recognizing that 

the COVID-19 pandemic was unlikely to 

resolve before the end of the year, they 

pushed backed their nuptials twice. Not 

wanting to delay the exchange of vows 

and desiring to keep everyone safe, the 

couple decided to set another (and final) 

date. They gave themselves two weeks 

to organize a completely virtual wedding 

and reception via Zoom with 80 family 

members and close friends.

The couple hoped for a warm, loving, 

and faith-filled virtual wedding space 

that reflected the love they had for each 

other and their personalities. Officiated 

by Rev. Dr. Derrick Harkins and blessed 

by Pastor Darryl Roberts, the bride and 

groom committed to a life-long journey 

as husband and wife and as a family with 

Christ at its center.

Following the nuptials, the couple 

hosted a virtual wedding reception. 

Congratulatory remarks offered delightful 

insights about them as individuals and as 

a family. Heart-felt and touching remarks 

made by the bride’s brother Sean and 

son Justin left not a dry eye in the room.

Charles and Stephanie are enjoying their 

days as newlyweds and are grateful 

for the love, support, well-wishes, and 

prayers received from their Nineteenth 

Street family. v

Congratulations to….
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Global Missions Ministry Sunday Observed
By Phillis Walls Cooke, Global Missions Ministry Leader

Global Missions Ministry Sunday was observed on September 

27. Following the worship service, we hosted our first Virtual 

Reception via Zoom and were happy to see the faces of so 

many. We have missed you and our fellowship together. We 

gave updates on our 2019-2020 Initiatives and introduced new 

initiatives for 2020-2021.

Global Missions Ministry is grateful to our church family for your	
generous contributions in support of our ministry initiatives. 

We serve as an extension of Nineteenth Street Baptist Church, 

and it is only through your support that our Global Missions 

initiatives are manifested. Donations to Global Missions Ministry 

are welcomed at any time throughout the year. 

We are joyful and excited to announce two new Initiatives that 

involve members of the Nineteenth Street church family:

• Associate Minister Rev. Dr. Cheryl Hall will be making an 

advance trip to Kenya with the Arc of Hope Community 

Center, a ministry that digs wells for the Maasai Tribe. 

• Siera Toney, Mass Choir director, will resume her work 

in seminary and will serve as Global Missions Ministry 

Ambassador. Long before we knew that Siera would be 

the focus of one of our initiatives, she served as a Youth 

Missionary to Jamaica in 2010 when she was 17. 

As we are carrying out God’s Great Commission during times 

of COVID-19, we must remember that although we are greatly 

affected by this virus and its consequences in the United 

States, those in the countries we serve suffer this and so much 

more. They don’t have the resources that we have—not the 

availability of food nor access to good hygienic practices. In 

many instances, they don’t even have soap. There have been 

locust infestations, floods, and illnesses. Clean drinking water is 

a challenge for many, as is clothing, shelter, and access to any 

type of medical care. Many are being killed by terrorists, with 

Christians being targeted. The list goes on and on. 

We ask that you join Global Missions Ministry members on 

Monday nights at 7 p.m. to pray wherever you are. Pray that 

God unleashes protection and omnipotent power on behalf 

of His people in these countries and that they feel God’s hand 

upon them. May God’s love and power continue to shine 

through!
continued on next page

Global Missions Ministry in Haiti
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Prior to Global missions Ministry Sunday, we sent a letter to 

church members. The following is excerpted from our letter: 

Origins of Global Missions Ministry at Nineteenth Street 
Baptist Church

• 2003 – Shared vision of Rev. Dr. Derrick Harkins and Rev. 

Edward Turner with initial training for global missions in 

Florida. Nine members participated led by Rev. Edward 

Turner: Deaconess Pearl Sudduth, Deacon Sandra LeSesne, 

Deacon Johnnie Love, Brother Jonathan Burns (Sandra 

LeSesne’s grandson), Rev. Adamio Boddie, Sisters Kamille 

Turner and Katy Turner, and Rev. Robin Turner. 

• 2004 – Advance team of four members led by Rev. Edward 

Turner to Trelawny, Jamaica on an educational mission as 

a follow up to a book drive initiated by Deaconess Pearl 

Sudduth. Thus began the first mission trip of Global Missions 

Ministry.

• 2005 – Interesting fact: Mission Trip to Jamaica. Met 

13-year-old Vanya Grant as he served as a companion for 

our youth missionary boys from NSBC. Vanya was inspired 

through our ministry to give his life to Christ and became a 

powerful voice for Christ. Today, he is Bishop Vanya Grant.

• Since	its	inception – Global Missions Ministry has served 

in many countries and in a wide spectrum of ministries, 

including Bibles for India and fundraising to re-roof a church 

in Jamaica; in various countries instituting educational 

provisions, medical provisions, teacher training, worked with 

school children, visitation to elderly people in infirmaries, 

visitation to youth in orphanages; partnered with World 

Relief, well-building efforts in Burkina Faso, contributions to 

help build a village in Nigeria for victims of Boko Haram, and 

many other initiatives.

Continued 2019-2020 Initiatives
• Burkina	Faso – Support to Orphans and Vulnerable Children 

Program and Widows Program in Fada N’Gourma—with 

monthly financial contributions

• Bluefields,	Nicaragua – Support to 2 churches and aiding a 

seminary student with tuition support and essential supplies

• Village	Med’s	Haiti’s	Healthy	Child – Project partnership to 

build a Pediatric Clinic in Haiti

• Haiti	Walk	5K – Mark your Calendar for April 10, 2021 for 

Haiti Walk 5K Events!

New Initiative 2020-2021
• Jamaica – Work with Bishop Vanya Grant, Pastor, in his 

church’s “Hope for Hertford” Program, Westmoreland 

Parish, Jamaica v

 Global Missions Ministry  

 Founded on The Great Commission, Matthew 28:19-20:  

 Go ye therefore and teach all nations, baptizing them in the  
 name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit; 

 teaching them to observe all things...  

Global Missions Ministry in Nicaragua
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Parables in Review
by Wilma Bonner

During the summer session, Nineteenth 

Street’s Adult Sunday School class 

studied parables of the Bible. To 

summarize lessons learned, students 

applied their artistic skills to write Haiku 

poems. The objective of this form of 

poetry is to express concepts, thoughts 

and/or feelings in seventeen syllables 

contained in three lines. The first and 

third lines have five syllables; line two 

has seven. The class, which averaged 35 

participants each Sunday, engaged in 

dynamic discussions on the importance 

of the parables in contemporary times. 

Below are their “reviews in Haiku.”

The God Samaritan Luke 10: 25–37
Who is my neighbor?

The Good Samaritan shows

My neighbor is all.

by Minister Leslie Wiley

Talents Matthew 25: 14-18
God gives us the strength

Not just for ourselves to keep

Reach out to others.

by Sandra Howell

The clock is ticking.

Use all your gifts from our God

You are called to serve.

by Sandra Howell

Buried Talent Matthew 25:18
Don’t Fear your talent

Pass it on, help someone else

Your rewards will grow!

by Yvonne Gowdy

Two Gates Matthew 7: 13-14
The gateway to life

Is narrow and difficult.

Enter God’s Kingdom.

by Shirley France

The Narrow Gate Matthew 7: 13-14
Must enter alone 

Now to account for yourself 

To God the Father. 

by Yvonne Dickson

Wheat and the Weeds Matthew 13: 24-30
It is God’s Kingdom

The weeds will surely pursue

The end is with you.

by Pearl Sudduth

The Tares Matthew 13: 24-30
We all look the same

All blessed with His common love

Only He will choose.

by E. Louise and Bernard White

Ten Bridesmaids Matthew 25: 1-13
Do not give up hope.

He calls us to trust His love.

He calls us to wait.

by Laurice Juggins

Ten Bridesmaids Matthew 25: 1-13
Be ever watchful!

The GROOM may come very soon!

Be ever watchful! 

by Janice Ghenene 

Ten Bridesmaids Matthew 25: 1-13
Make Wise decisions

That reflect God’s Holy Word

They’ll keep you ready.

by Wilma Bonner

The Rich Fool Luke 12: 13-21
Obeying God’s will 

For entering His Kingdom,

Riches must be shared.

by Wilma Bonner

continued on next page
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The Sheepfold Luke 10: 1-30
From God a message

Makes me search deeply my heart

Small changes to make.

by E. Louise and Bernard White

Three Parables/One Haiku
You must love yourself  

Unforgiving	Debtor		
Matthew	18:	21:35

And you must love your neighbor  

Good	Samaritan	Luke	10:	25–37

For God loves us all.  

Lost	Sheep	Luke	15:	1-32
by Oretha M. Chandler

Whitewashed Tombs  
Matthew 23: 27-28
What lies in your heart?

Is it truly full of love?

Or simply sinned up?

by Monica Reeder

The Unforgiving Slave  
Matthew 18:23-35
Seven seventies

Is how we always forgive.

Forgiveness is love.

by Maureen Young

The Persistent Widow  
Luke 18:1-8
Persistence does work,

Petitions answered and just.

Trust Him to work it.

by Shirley France

Parables
Parables teach truths

About God’s Kingdom and love.

Christians must heed them.

by Wilma Bonner

Parabolic state
Stand ready. 

Be vigilant.

Know and trust our God.

by Monica Reeder

Beyond the Parable
All lessons from God

Are about Cain and Abel

We Need Nothing Else.

by Jon Kemp

Access LIVESTREAM  
worship services and Bible study  

on YouTube or Facebook: 

YouTube  

Facebook Live at  
https://facebook.com/nineteenth.street.399

 Access all prayer calls and Thursday prayer 
meetings via the CONFERENCE line at  

605-472-5349, access code 348952#

Contact organizers  
for access to ZOOM programs

Pastor Roberts on the Air
Tune into the Coach Butch McAdams Show on Sunday, 

October 18, from 12:30 to 1 p.m. to hear Pastor Darryl 

Roberts talk about Nineteenth Street 

ministries and initiatives.

Listen live on radio stations WOL 

(1450 AM) and MAGIC (95.9 FM) or 

listen to live radio streaming on a 

computer or cellphone device by going 

to www.woldcnews.com. vJust Added:

Grace for Living Bible Study
Every Wednesday, livestream, 7 p.m.

Led by Pastor Roberts and Rev. Dr. Cheryl Coleman Hall

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UClL8xG5-YbTSRVVx1odHcZA/videos
https://facebook.com/nineteenth.street.399
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A “Page-turner” Book Review for Girls 7-11
By Deacon Johnnie Love

Meltzer, Milton (1987).  Mary	McLeod	Bethune:	Voice	of	Black	
Hope. Women of Our Time Classic and Historic Series. New 

York, New York: New Penguin Books Inc.

The story of Mary McLeod Bethune’s achievements is  a 

Page-turner! She was born Mary Jane McLeod on July 10, 1875. 

Early in life her family sensed she was gifted. She 

had a “quick mind,” and her thoughts were deep 

and analytical. She spoke fluently. 

Many believed it was this gift that propelled her into 

becoming an accomplished educator, stateswoman, 

philanthropist, humanitarian, womanist, and civil 

rights activist. Mary McLeod-Bethune was founder 

of what later became known as Bethune-Cookman 

College.

As you read about Mary McLeod Bethune you will discover her 

pioneering work as she assumed the role as leader of several 

African American women’s organizations. You might say that 

she was an early advocate of “Black Lives Matter” when she was 

appointed by President Franklin Roosevelt to serve as a national 

adviser creating the Federal Council on Negro Affairs. She 

also served as a member of President Roosevelt’s Black 

Cabinet. 

This is an excellent “Page-turner” for girls who want to 

learn about this remarkable woman, for she serves as 

an excellent role model for who you can become. Mary 

McLeod Bethune died May 18, 1955. Her home here in D.C. 

has been declared a National Historic Site. v

https://www.abebooks.com/Mary-McLeod-Bethune-Voice-Black-Hope/30739487989/bd?cm_mmc=ggl-_-US_Shopp_Trade-_-naa-_-naa&gclid=EAIa
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Puppet Ministry Launched for Youth
By Rev. Lorise White Wolfe

This summer, the Sunday School enthusi-

astically welcomed two new participants, 

Ramon and Jasmine, who immediately 

brought their gifts and talents to share 

with the class. The puppet ministry was 

born with the approval of Church School 

Superintendent Deacon Stephanie 

Thomas-Gordon and facilitation of First 

Assistant Superintendent Shirley France.

Milan Wolfe consulted with the primary 

and middle Sunday School teachers each 

week and wrote scripts that tied biblical 

scriptures and themes to practical 

lessons that all ages could understand. 

Using humor, props, and conversational 

language, Ramon, Jasmine, and Milan 

would illustrate how their thoughts 

and actions undergo a change when 

impacted by the Word of God. Youth 

attendees injected their opinions and 

interacted with the puppets.  

Using the Zoom platform, Nineteenth 

Street Baptist Church ministries continue 

to make sure our youth remain connected 

with their church family and know they 

are supported throughout this pandemic. 

Special thanks to Hunter Wolfe and 

Rev. Lorise White Wolfe for serving as 

puppeteers/actors.

Special thanks to Dorothy Curtis, Karen 

Sidney-Drumgold, and Deaconesses 

Catherine Cheatham, Gloria Tisdale, and 

Sharon Tucker for faithfully engaging in 

innovative ways to reach and teach their 

students. v

Log on to the U.S. Census website: 

https://my2020census.gov/login, 

enter the 12-digit identification 

number you received in the mail, and 

complete the simple questionnaire.

Or

To complete the questionnaire by 

phone, begin by calling 844-330-2020. 

The phone lines are open 7 a.m. to 2 

a.m. each day.

To complete it by regular mail, return 

the questionnaire you received in the 

mail in the envelope provided. If you 

do not have the return envelope, you 

can mail the completed form to: U.S. 

Census Bureau National Processing 

Center, 1201 E. 10th St., Jeffersonville, 

IN 47132.

Respond by October 5 to ensure 
you are counted!

https://my2020census.gov/login


24The Epistle | Vol. 41 No. 9 | October 2020

Senior Ministry Workshops
By Oretha Chandler

Join the Senior Ministry for informative and healthy 

workshops through December 2020. For more information 

about the upcoming workshops, contact Oretha Chandler at 

Oretha.chandler@verizon.net.

Zoom Tutorial for Android Smartphone & Tablet Users 
October 3, 1–2 p.m.
If you own an Android smartphone or tablet, this workshop is for 

you. The workshop will cover basic to advanced features of Zoom. 

Register here. 

Gentle Yoga & Tech Workshops 
October 10 to December 19, 1–2 p.m.
A series of 20-minute holistic yoga workshops will be conducted 

by Three and A Half Acres Yoga. The workshops are designed for 

chair-based yoga; however, a mat may be used if desired. Each 

yoga workshop will conclude with a 30-minute session to brush up 

on your technology skills. The series is free and will be held on the 

dates below. The technology topics for each week are also noted 

below. Register here.

October 10 - Gentle Yoga/goDigital with D.C. Public Library

October 24 – Gentle Yoga/goDigital with D.C. Public Library

November 7 – Gentle Yoga/Google Drive

November 21 – Gentle Yoga/Google Docs

December 5 – Gentle Yoga/Google Slides

December 19 – Gentle Yoga/Google Forms and Google Sheet v

Thanksgiving Project to 
Help 50 Families
By Robin Williams

In Matthew 25:40, Christ tells us that what we do for the 

“least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me.”

The Church School plans to provide meals for 50 families 

this year as part of our Annual Thanksgiving Project. We 

are asking church members to help us identify families and 

individuals who are in need. Please submit their names and 

contact information beginning October 4 through Sunday, 

October 18, 2020.

In addition, we are soliciting donations from individual 

members of the church and ask that church auxiliaries 

assist by contributing $100 to help us reach our project 

goal. Donations will be accepted through November 26, 

2020. You may mail your donations to the church or go to 

the church website using the Givelify, PayPal, or Credit Card 

apps. Please be sure to note “Church School Thanksgiving 

Project.”

To submit names of deserving recipients or for additional 

information, please contact one of the committee members 

at the emails below:

• Dorothy Curtis – dorothyjordancurtis@gmail.com

• Karen Sidney-Drumgold – karen.drumgold@gmail.com

• Robin Williams – robinwilliams1114@gmail.com

Because we are blessed, we can bless somebody else. 

Would you join the Church School in spreading this blessing 

too? We thank you in advance. v

mailto:Oretha.chandler@verizon.net
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0oduurpz8tG9BiA-q1qHjqvIa7JjBULROn
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZIsc-itqjIrGt1bJJJDuvhcn5Tdn2JxkYFj
mailto:dorothyjordancurtis@gmail.com
mailto:karen.drumgold@gmail.com
mailto:robinwilliams1114@gmail.com
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Church Celebrates 181st Anniversary
By Sharon Russell, 181st Anniversary Committee

It was indeed a blessing to be in the House of the Lord, once 

again. In case you missed it, we celebrated our 181st church 

anniversary on August 30, 2020. The service was opened by 

Rev. Harris, and Minister of Music Kenneth Peagler led the 

musicians in a medley of wonderful gospel songs. Sharon 

Russell delivered the welcome and occasion remarks. Janyce 

Jefferson introduced Deacon Johnnieque Love, who gave a 

wonderful presentation of “Our Heritage,” the historical timeline 

for Nineteenth Street Baptist Church from 1802 to 1839. Pastor 

Roberts introduced our guest speaker, Rev. William Lamar IV, 

senior pastor, of Metropolitan AME Church. 

Rev Lamar delivered a powerful message from the Lord, entitled 

“Contagion.” The service ended with wonderful messages from 

Youth Church members, Hannah Kirby and Jackson Anderson, 

on “What It Means to be a Member of Nineteenth Street Baptist 

Church.” 

The entire service is still available to view on our website or on 

YouTube. 

It was our pleasure to serve as your 181st Anniversary 

Committee. May our church continue to celebrate another 181 

years of worship as the Lord richly blesses us, and we continue 

to serve Him. v

181	Anniversary	Committee	Members

Sharon Russell

Judith Neely

Janyce Jefferson Anniversary Committee members Janyce Jefferson and Sharon Russell 
in the sanctuary for the anniversary worship service. 

http://www.19thStreetbc.org
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ikW3kwklfCk
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OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS
Deacon Donald B. Rankin 10/1

Carolyn Taylor 10/1

Courtney Duke Foster 10/2

Charles Agurs, Jr. 10/3

Michael Bowie 10/3

Gary Datcher 10/4

Wanda Barett 10/5

Dennis Johnson 10/5

Deeá Smith 10/5

Rukiya Bonner 10/6

Delaunte Allen 10/7

Gail Parson 10/7

Shirley W. France 10/8

Robert W. Taylor 10/8

Teresa Chase Brown 10/9

Mary Ruth Darlington 10/9

Natalie Q. Winters 10/9

Deaconess Barbara Y. Johnson 10/11

Cynthia Moore 10/11

Earl F. Robb 10/11

Clark Edmond 10/12

Lori Allison Fultz 10/12

Deacon Joe W. Sudduth 10/12

Ellen M. Lewis 10/13

Edith Bullard Britt 10/14

Monique T. Cypress 10/16

Saundra W. Handy 10/18

Karyn L. Sanders 10/18

Randy Woolridge 10/18

Rev. Christopher O. Crawford 10/19

June L. Jackson 10/20

Nikki Weldon Miller 10/20

Lucille S. Crawford 10/22

Barbara DeLaine Jumper 10/22

Nancy R. Lewis 10/22

Cornelius Williams 10/23

Dellareesa M. Banks 10/24

Dorothy Burgess 10/24

Kim R. Haney-Brown 10/24

Maxine P. Bynum 10/24

Trustee Reginald A. Cole 10/24

Christopher Trotman 10/24

Bernard Bellamy, Sr. 10/25

Michael Leon Nelson 10/25

Triston Thompson 10/25

Tyler Thompson 10/25

Sharon Russell 10/27

Deaconess Maureen Young 10/27

Ethan Cypress 10/29

LaCrisha Butler 10/30

Sandra W. Patterson 10/31

Trustee Charles Sprow. 10/31

Deaconess Brenda Lightening-Tolbert  
 10/31

Sing it twice while you wash your hands!

Please notify the church office of additions or corrections
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October Calendar
Thursday,	October	1	– Prayer Meeting Call, led by Deacons, 

6:30-7:30 p.m.

Sunday,	October	4	

Church School, Adult Class, conference call, 9-9:40 a.m.

Worship Service, Bring Your Own Elements Communion, 
livestream 10 a.m.

Youth Church, Zoom, 11:30 a.m.

Church School, Pre-K to Age 10, Zoom, 1 p.m.

Tuesday,	October	6	– Praying Through the Pandemic Prayer Call, 
led by Clergy, 6:30-6:45 a.m.

Wednesday,	October	7

Prayer Call, led by Deaconesses, Noon-12:15 p.m.

Music Ministry Choir Connection Call, Zoom, 7:30-8:30 p.m. 

Thursday,	October	8	– Prayer Meeting Call, Rev. Dr. Cheryl Hall 
preaching, led by Deacons, 6:30-7:30 p.m.

Friday,	October	9

Young Adult Ministry, “Quarantine & Chill” with Rev. Harris, 
Zoom, 6:30-7:30 p.m.

Women’s Ministry Bible Study with Rev. Dr. Cheryl Hall, Zoom, 
7-8:15 p.m.

Saturday,	October	10	– Communications Ministry Workshop for 
Ministry Liaisons, Zoom, 9:30-11 a.m.

Sunday,	October	11	

Church School, Adult Class, Conference Call. 9-9:40 a.m.

Sunday Worship Service, livestream, 10 a.m.

Youth Church, Zoom, 11:30 a.m. 

Tweens and Teens Sunday School, Zoom, Noon

Church School, Pre-K to Age 10, Zoom, 1 p.m.

Monday,	October	12	– COLUMBUS DAY HOLIDAY

Tuesday,	October	13	– Praying Through the Pandemic Prayer Call, 
led by Clergy, 6:30-6:45 a.m.

Wednesday,	October	14

Prayer Call, led by Deaconesses, Noon-12:15 p.m.

Music Ministry Choir Connection Call, Zoom, 7:30-8:30 p.m. 

Thursday,	October	15	– Prayer Meeting Call, led by Deacons, 
6:30-7:30 p.m.

Sunday,	October	18	

Church School, Adult Class, Conference Call. 9-9:40 a.m.

Sunday Worship Service, livestream, 10 a.m.

Youth Church, Zoom, 11:30 a.m. 

Church School, Pre-K to Age 10, Zoom, 1 p.m.

Tuesday,	October	20	– Praying Through the Pandemic Prayer Call, 
led by Clergy, 6:30-6:45 a.m.

Wednesday,	October	21

Prayer Call, led by Deaconesses, Noon-12:15 p.m.

Music Ministry Choir Connection Call, Zoom, 7:30-8:30 p.m. 

Thursday,	October	8	– Prayer Meeting Call, Rev. James Harris 
preaching, led by Deacons, 6:30-7:30 p.m.

Friday,	October	23

Young Adult Ministry, “Quarantine & Chill” with Rev. Harris, 
Zoom, 6:30-7:30 p.m.

Women’s Ministry Bible Study with Rev. Dr. Cheryl Hall, Zoom, 
7-8:15 p.m. 

Sunday,	October	25

Church School, Adult Class, Conference Call. 9-9:40 a.m.

Sunday Worship Service, Stewardship Sunday, livestream, 10 a.m.

Youth Church, Zoom, 11:30 a.m. 

Tweens and Teens Sunday School, Zoom, Noon

Church School, Pre-K to Age 10, Zoom, 1 p.m.

Tuesday,	October	27	– Praying Through the Pandemic Prayer Call, 
led by Clergy, 6:30-6:45 a.m.

Wednesday,	October	28

Prayer Call, led by Deaconesses, Noon-12:15 p.m.

Music Ministry Choir Connection Call, Zoom, 7:30-8:30 p.m. 

Thursday,	October	29	– Prayer Meeting Call, led by Deacons, 
6:30-7:30 p.m.

Information on how to access these services is on page 21


	_GoBack
	_Hlk51082565
	Pastor’s Corner
	October is Stewardship Month
	Deaconess Prayer Call
	Deaconess Service Project
	EMT Reopening Update
	Communications Training Scheduled
	Trustee Talk
	New Branding and Website
	Tribute to Notorious R.B.G.
	Page-turner Book Reviews
	Living By Values
	Plan Your Vote
	Congratulations
	Global Missions Sunday Observed
	Parables in Review
	Page-turner Review for Girls
	Puppet Ministry Launched
	2020 Census
	Senior Ministry Workshops
	Support Our Thanksgiving Project 
	Church Observes 181 Years
	October Birthdays
	October Calendar

	PrevPage 3: 
	Page 1: 
	Page 2: 
	Page 3: 
	Page 4: 
	Page 5: 
	Page 6: 
	Page 7: 
	Page 8: 
	Page 9: 
	Page 10: 
	Page 11: 
	Page 12: 
	Page 13: 
	Page 14: 
	Page 15: 
	Page 16: 
	Page 17: 
	Page 18: 
	Page 19: 
	Page 20: 
	Page 21: 
	Page 22: 
	Page 23: 
	Page 24: 
	Page 25: 
	Page 26: 
	Page 27: 

	Full Screen 3: 
	Page 1: 
	Page 2: 
	Page 3: 
	Page 4: 
	Page 5: 
	Page 6: 
	Page 7: 
	Page 8: 
	Page 9: 
	Page 10: 
	Page 11: 
	Page 12: 
	Page 13: 
	Page 14: 
	Page 15: 
	Page 16: 
	Page 17: 
	Page 18: 
	Page 19: 
	Page 20: 
	Page 21: 
	Page 22: 
	Page 23: 
	Page 24: 
	Page 25: 
	Page 26: 
	Page 27: 

	Contents 3: 
	Page 1: 
	Page 2: 
	Page 3: 
	Page 4: 
	Page 5: 
	Page 6: 
	Page 7: 
	Page 8: 
	Page 9: 
	Page 10: 
	Page 11: 
	Page 12: 
	Page 13: 
	Page 14: 
	Page 15: 
	Page 16: 
	Page 17: 
	Page 18: 
	Page 19: 
	Page 20: 
	Page 21: 
	Page 22: 
	Page 23: 
	Page 24: 
	Page 25: 
	Page 26: 
	Page 27: 

	NextPage 3: 
	Page 1: 
	Page 2: 
	Page 3: 
	Page 4: 
	Page 5: 
	Page 6: 
	Page 7: 
	Page 8: 
	Page 9: 
	Page 10: 
	Page 11: 
	Page 12: 
	Page 13: 
	Page 14: 
	Page 15: 
	Page 16: 
	Page 17: 
	Page 18: 
	Page 19: 
	Page 20: 
	Page 21: 
	Page 22: 
	Page 23: 
	Page 24: 
	Page 25: 
	Page 26: 
	Page 27: 



