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PASTOR’S CORNER

Christianity 101
By Rev. James L. Harris, Youth and Young Adult Pastor

We will always be in the class of life, learning 

how to operate as believers. Thank God for 

grace and mercy that allow us to take some tests 

over and over. At some point, there are tests that 

we should be able to pass with flying colors after 

a while. As a believer, I think one of our classes 

in this walk would be called “Christ-Like.” 

“Let no corrupting talk out of your mouths, but only such as is 

good for building up, as fits the occasion, that it may give grace 

to those who hear. And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, 

by whom you were sealed for the day of redemption. Let all 

bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor and slander be put 

away from you, along with all malice. Be kind to one another, 

tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ forgave 

you.” Ephesians 4:29-32

As believers, we find ourselves daily challenged with how we 

treat others. God has called us as kingdom citizens to be set 

apart and different. God has called us to be the salt of the 

earth and light in the darkness. We find in God’s word the 

fruit of the Spirit. “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, 

patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and 

self-control.” (Galatians 5:22-23) The fruit of the spirit is also 

another description of how to identify those individuals who are 

followers of Christ. 

Take a moment to look at your life and ask yourself, according 

to Ephesians 4:29-32 and Galatians 5:22-23, if you are living 

and exemplifying a life that is pleasing and an example of Christ. 

When someone has an experience with you, what will they 

walk away with? Will they walk away feeling sad, empowered, 

encouraged, defeated, joyful, or loved? Several articles and 

studies have reported on the decline of membership and 

attendance in the Black church. There are so many factors that 

have caused this decline. I would like to focus on one point 

highlighted in an article written by Carey Nieuwhof, “5 Reasons 

People Have Stopped Attending Your Church (Especially 

Millennials).” One of the five reasons cited by Nieuwhof as a 

factor in people leaving the church is that God is missing in the 

church. As early as Sunday School, we learned that God is love! 

If God is love, how could this be an issue in the church when it’s 

such a basic characteristic of our God? 

As we are in the beginning stages of returning to in-person 

worship, I would like all of us to examine ourselves. The world 

has experienced a difficult year-and-a-half. We have been in a 

pandemic, political upheaval, riots, and protests. When people 

experience you, there should be something so different and 

magnetic about you because of your relationship with Christ. 

You should live a life so pleasing to God that it causes people 

to want to know Christ. When people walk through Nineteenth 

Street Baptist Church, the character of Christ should be so 

strong that whatever burdens they walk in with will be gone. 

Let’s love God, each other, and visitors in such a way that we 

can be trusted with the next harvest of souls. v
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Congratulations Rev. 
Christopher Crawford
On October 3, 2021, Rev. Christopher Crawford was asked to 

serve as advisor to New Redeemer Baptist Church, after the 

sudden departure of the church pastor. Rev. Crawford will be 

responsible for fulfilling duties assigned by the leadership of 

the church until a new pastor is found. New Redeemer was Rev. 

Crawford’s home church from his teenage years, and he has 

been a guest speaker there on many occasions.

During this time, 

Rev. Crawford and 

his wife, Deaconess 

Monique Wiley-

Crawford, will 

remain members 

of Nineteenth 

Street Baptist 

Church. Deaconess 

Wiley-Crawford 

will continue 

to be an active 

member of our 

Deaconess Board 

and participate in 

the spiritual work of 

Nineteenth Street. 

Please pray for Rev. Crawford, Deaconess Wiley-Crawford, and 

their family as they embark on this new path to which God has 

called them. v

By Experience of Grace

Sister Sheree Blandin

Welcome New Member

Start Reading Now for 
The Pastor’s Book Club
The Pastor’s Book Club will meet on Sunday, November 14, 

at 11:45 a.m. We will be reading White Space, Black Hood: 
Opportunity Hoarding and Segregation in the Age on 

Inequality, written by our own church 

member Professor Sheryll Cashin. See the 

great review of the book 

in last month’s issue of 

The Epistle. Purchase and 

read the book and then 

join the discussion on 

YouTube or Facebook on 

the 14th. v
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continued on next page

TRUSTEE TALK 

A Season of Change and Possibilities
By Trustee Donza M. Poole

It is an exciting time for the church. After nineteen months of 

livestreamed services, in-person worship is back! The church 

is moving closer to becoming a fully hybrid church—one that 

is virtual and in person. This month we talk about a new role 

for a member of our maintenance staff, revisit accessibility, and 

reflect on the possibilities of giving. 

Expanded Role for Weekend Maintenance Engineer
If you have been at the church on the weekend, you probably 

know Dennis Nelson, the church’s weekend maintenance 

engineer. Dennis worked for the church for years, but his day 

job was at the District of Columbia’s Department of Corrections. 

After 40 years on the job, he recently retired. The timing could 

not have been better for the church.

Shortly after Dennis retired, Trustee Chair Franklin Smith 

approached him about taking on expanded responsibilities at 

the church, and Nelson agreed. Now, he serves as the weekend 

and weeknight maintenance person and will also oversee the 

church’s Transportation Ministry. He takes over from Odis 

Williams, who oversaw the Transportation Ministry on an interim 

basis. 

“I thank the church for this opportunity to expand,” said Dennis. 

“It’s been a real blessing in my life. I love this church, and I love 

the people.”

Some may recall that Dennis Nelson owned a transportation 

company in the 1990s and provided transportation to the 

church. Now, he will oversee vehicle maintenance and the 

drivers. He will work most evenings from 6 to 9 p.m. and also 

will close the church. His service during evening hours will assist 

trustees who previously covered this shift. Many trustees work 

full time, often creating a difficult balancing act transitioning 

from work to the church. This expanded role is especially 

helpful now that the church’s tenant, the National Conservatory 

of Arts, has resumed its afterschool program. Dennis also brings 

a deep knowledge about the church’s facilities, well beyond that 

of most trustees. 

Few know the church building and membership like Dennis, who 

says the people at the church have been a blessing in his life. 
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The church is also blessed to have him as part of its church staff 

and church family.

Wheelchair Accessibility at Crittenden Street Entrance
While in-person worship services are resuming, not all church 

entrances will be open for access. To limit the spread of 

COVID-19, most entrances will remain closed. The Crittenden 

Street entrance, however, will be open. 

We recently learned that some members were unaware that the 

Crittenden Street entrance is wheelchair accessible and includes 

a drop off lane with a wheelchair accessible sidewalk leading to 

the entrance.

During the initial return to in-person worship, only three 

entrances will be open: the front, office, and Crittenden Street 

entrances. Many may find that taking advantage of the acces-

sibility features of the Crittenden Street entrance is a good 

option for entering the church. 

Imagine the Possibilities
It’s the giving season. Last year, we spotlighted giving oppor-

tunities within and beyond the church. With the pandemic 

and social unrest, many were particularly moved to give. 

While charitable giving increased last year, the overall share 

of charitable dollars going to churches continued to decline 

following the declining church attendance trend. Simply put, 

people are giving more of their money to other charitable 

causes and less to the church. 

As you consider your end-of-the-year giving, we hope you will 

consider giving to the church and beyond. There are several 

charitable causes the church supports, including the NAACP, 

VillageMed, Stoddard Baptist Nursing Home, and Toys for Tots. 

There are also church causes to support, including the Food 

Pantry, the Love Pals, and the Thanksgiving Project, as well as 

the church budget and Capital Improvement Project. 

When you tithe or give an undesignated offering, you support 

the church’s infrastructure (the budget)—its personnel, building 

maintenance, utilities, equipment, supplies, and transportation. 

Similarly, gifts to the Capital Improvement Project help support 

major work on church facilities, such as recent heating and air 

conditioning improvements. Funding these expenses gives the 

church capacity to do the good works we are called to do. Just 

imagine the possibilities that increased capacity funding could 

produce – an upgraded livestreaming system, the hiring of a 

sound engineer or a full-time church administrator, even adding 

an elevator. All of these would expand our ability to enhance the 

church experience and do good works.

As you consider your end-of-the-year giving to the church, we 

hope you will imagine the possibilities and be inspired to give 

generously. 

Visit 19thstreetbc.org/give for information on ways to give. v

https://19thstreetbc.org/give/
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Deaconess Dinner: What a Performance! 
By Deaconess Brenda Lightening-Tolbert

Sunday, October 17, 2021, the date of the Deaconesses’ first-ever 

Grab & Go dinner benefitting the Ettyce Hill Moore Scholarship 

Fund and the virtual program had finally arrived. On a gorgeous 

fall-like day with temperatures in the 60s, not a cloud was in 

the sky. It was a perfect day for an outdoor concert, and it felt 

like we were orchestrating a concert. It was as if the audience 

was on one side of the curtain, enjoying each other’s company 

awaiting the main event. Church family members and friends 

fellowshipped with one another while lined up outside in their 

cars. Most hadn’t seen each other for way over a year, and in 

some cases, it had been two years due to 

COVID-19 restrictions.

Outside, our Youth Ministry, led by Rev. 

James Harris, young adults, Deacons, Men’s 

Ministry, Trustees, and other church family 

members, acted as our traffic controllers, 

assuming the role of ushers, and greeting 

everyone who had made their way to the 

awesome event. Schedules were developed 

and implemented to ensure folks were 

in the right theater seats, well, that is, 

lined up in the right time slots to receive 

their dinners. Our pastor, Rev. Darryl 

Roberts, assumed several roles. He was the 

head greeter outside, and he joined the 

production team inside.

On the production side, folks were busy 

making sure everything was spot on 

and readying themselves for the performance. Culinary team 

coordinator Deaconess Hester Jones oversaw the massive 

undertaking, leading a team responsible for packing and 

distributing over 270 dinners. Attendees received a delicious 

meal, a copy of the virtual program, our church covenant with 

communion elements, and a couple of mints for those with a 

sweet tooth. 

A virtual Zoom program followed the Grab & Go event. It was 

a great opportunity to support and highlight the Ettyce Hill 

Moore Scholarship Fund’s work and to 

provide a glimpse into the legacy of our 

amazing former First Lady and Deaconess 

and namesake for the scholarship. The 

program’s theme, “God Loves You and 

So Do I,” was Deaconess Ettyce’s favorite 

manner of closing correspondence, 

newsletters, and in most cases, conversa-

tions. In remembrance of her, Deaconesses 

E. Louise White and Jean Jordan, event 

co-chairs; Karen Sidney-Drumgold, and 

Barbara (Babs) Thompson shared stories 

about her love for children and how she 

zealously worked to ensure that any young 

person growing up in Nineteenth Street 

would have some financial assistance 

with their dream to get a college degree. 

Deaconess Ettyce was energetic, creative, 

musically artistic, compassionate, and caring 

continued on next page
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to all. Despite the expected decorum of a preacher’s wife, she 

was also as funny as a comedian.

In the four years since Deaconess Ettyce’s passing, more than 

90 students have received scholarship assistance through the 

church’s continued support and the overwhelming generosity 

of the Moore family. We have been abundantly and exceedingly 

blessed. 

Rev. Dr. Darryl Singleton (“Dr. D”), son of the late Rev. I. Benni 

Singleton and Carole Singleton and grandson of Deaconess 

Katherine Thomas, provided entertainment for the program. 

Under Dr. D’s direction, the trio, Jazz Northwest featuring Dr. 

D, Ce’sar Haas, and David Bijur, all faculty members of Seattle’s 

Washington State University School of Music, provided two 

masterful jazz selections via video. The musical blend of the 

vibraphone, the bass, and the guitar was passionate and soulful. 

We appreciated their brilliant performance.

Deacon Gerald Young offered closing remarks and a prayer in 

Pastor Roberts’ stead, who was still greeting folks and helping 

to deliver dinners. He had vowed not to leave until the last 

dinner was delivered. As we were closing, Brother Jerry Moore 

III gave a powerful and uplifting tribute of appreciation for 

remembering his mother’s legacy. He shared that championing 

the cause to help further the education of our youth was dear to 

her heart, and she often contributed generously to its support. 

We cannot thank him and the entire Moore family enough for 

their continued support.

On behalf of the Deaconess Board, we extend our heartfelt 

appreciation to all who joined us. Special thanks to the caterers 

and the culinary team for the scrumptious meals. Appreciation 

is also extended to our Zoom administrators, Deacon Deborah 

Crain-Kemp and Rhonda Glaudé; the technical support of 

Deacon Gerald Young and Roman Holton; and the many 

volunteers who supported the event. v
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Men’s Ministry Gathers for Fellowship and Food
About two dozen members of the Men’s Ministry met at the Golden Corral Buffet and Grill in Landover, Md. on Saturday, October 23 

for breakfast with the Pastor. They ate well and had a great time! v
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continued on next page

A Busy Season for Global Missions Ministry 
By Phillis Walls Cooke, Global Missions Ministry Leader

These last four months have been very active for Nineteenth 

Street Baptist Church’s Global Missions Ministry. It has also been 

busy for our church membership. While continuing to work with 

our initiatives in Nicaragua, Burkina Faso, Jamaica, and Haiti, 

additional events took place on the world stage that caused our 

hearts to turn our attention in those directions as well.

Our attention was turned beginning in July when the Haitian 

president was assassinated. Fifty-two families of our partner 

church in Carrefour, Haiti, Apostolic Faith Church, were left 

bereft of viable living conditions. Only three weeks later, on 

August 14, a 7.2 earthquake further devastated Haiti, and two 

days later, a hurricane. Nineteenth Street responded quickly 

and generously to help the people of Haiti. We planned a joint 

mission with VillageMed to take medicines, clothing, and other 

supplies to Haiti via our own human couriers to ensure they got 

to their designated place. That trip was postponed and was due 

to take place on October 30. 

Then on October 16, American missionaries, and their families, 

and a Canadian missionary were abducted in Haiti. Presently, 

their plight is uncertain. With this event, our own humanitarian 

mission trip was canceled out of safety concerns. VillageMed 

will ship the medicines and clothing to VillageMed partners on 

the ground in Haiti in phases.

It is with a heavy heart that we canceled this humanitarian 

mission trip. Simultaneously, it is with deep gratitude that we 

give praise and honor to God for keeping us safe from things 

known and unknown. We continue to pray and look forward to a 

time when we will be able to travel safely to Haiti, depending on 

God for guidance. 

Our planned initiative in Haiti has been supporting Haiti’s 

Healthy Child Project. While these things were taking 

place, we were also preparing for our final Haiti Walk 

5K September 25, in conjunction with our new Silent 

Auction September 12–27. People have asked if they can 

still donate to Haiti Walk 5K. The answer is a resounding 

yes! 

Some have expressed a degree of sadness that 

Haiti Walk 5K has ended, anticipating missing the 

camaraderie and fellowship that has come about as 

a result of participating in the fundraising walks and 

efforts. Global Missions Ministry is pleased to inform you 
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that Global Missions Ministry 

will continue the annual 

Global Walk 5K, benefitting 

our mission work in Nicaragua, 

Jamaica, Haiti, and Burkina 

Faso, and additional initiatives. 

Stay tuned for future dates. 

Global Missions Ministry 

Sunday was September 26, 

which included honoring 

Deaconess Pearl Sudduth. 

Deaconess Sudduth is a 

glowing example of living 

the Great Commission. 

We were pleased to honor her. Nancy Quincy, president of 

VillageMED’s Haiti’s Healthy Child Project, was present and 

expressed heartfelt gratitude to Nineteenth Street for our part 

in supporting Haiti’s Healthy Child project over the years. It was 

a wonderful, inspirational day! 

Monetary Contributions and Support
Global Missions Ministry is most grateful to each of you for your 

prayers and for your abundantly generous financial support. 

Here is where contributions stand to date. Contributions 

continue to be made, and therefore final tallying is not complete.

Haiti Special Offering
Since July, contributions in the amount of $3,040 have 

been made via “Haiti’s Special Offering,” designated to aid 

devastated members of our partner church, Apostolic Faith 

Church in Carrefour, Haiti, under the shepherding of Pastor 

Maurice Jeanty. On Global Missions Ministry Sunday, we shared 

a video of Pastor Jeanty 

and the congregation giving 

thanks and praying over the 

money Nineteenth Street had 

sent them. What a God-given 

privilege it is to be able to make 

an impact in such a direct and 

powerful way!

Haiti Relief Offering
Our Haiti Relief offerings 

provided aid for the victims of 

the 7.2 level earthquake and 

the hurricane that followed. 

Contributions in the amount of $4,830 have been given toward 

this project. We also conducted a successful clothing drive 

and invited our family, friends, and neighbors to join us in this 

endeavor. We will ship these items in phases to VillageMed’s 

contacts on the ground in Haiti.

Haiti Walk 5K Supporting Haiti’s Healthy Child Project
VillageMed’s Haiti’s Healthy Child Project is to build a pediatric 

clinic in Haiti. The major fundraiser has been our annual Haiti 

Walk 5K with a goal of raising $100,000 within five years. To 

date, we have raised over $94,000!!! Over $21,000 has been 

raised this year alone, including contributions from our kickoff 

in April and $1,315 from the Silent Auction. We are thrilled at 

being so close to our goal! 

We invite you to contribute now if you have not or if you wish 

to make an additional contribution. Please indicate Haiti Walk 

5K in the memo. All amounts are welcome! We look ahead 

continued on next page
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with anticipation to the ground-breaking for this audacious 

undertaking presented to us by our Heavenly Father. We are 

humbled and honored to have been chosen, and we give God all 

the glory and honor. 

Global Missions Ministry is exceedingly grateful to our 

Nineteenth Street Baptist Church family for reaching such a 

meaningful milestone. You have been faithful to this project over 

a five-year period. It has taken faith, dedication, commitment, 

and perseverance and shown that we can come together in 

Christian love to make a difference. We have reached this 

point despite COVID-19! Countless Haitian children and their 

families will benefit from medical treatment provided through 

the commitment of Nineteenth Street Baptist Church and the 

support of our families and friends. Praise, honor, and glory to 

God! Gratitude to all who have prayed, planned, contributed 

monetarily, contributed their time and talent, or cheered us on 

in any way! We thank you, and the people of Haiti thank you! 

It has been our pleasure to join in medical ministry and 

deepen our relationship with VillageMed. We look forward to 

our continued association as we consider our ongoing efforts 

in adherence to the seventh core value of Nineteenth Street 

Baptist Church: Coordinate and Strengthen Existing Outreach 

Efforts. This future is before us. 

In conjunction with VillageMed, Global Missions Ministry had 

been developing a plan for a Medical Mission trip to Haiti in 

January of 2022. This plan is on hold until it is deemed safe 

to travel to Haiti. In the interim, VillagMed is constantly in 

touch with their partners on the ground in Haiti, assessing 

and developing alternative plans to be able to carry out their 

Haiti’s Healthy Child Project and build the pediatric clinic there. 

They will be reporting back to Global Missions Ministry and 

Nineteenth Street Baptist Church after a thorough and ongoing 

assessment and pivotal planning—expected in January 2022. 

Global Missions Ministry extends our gratitude to Pastor 

Roberts, Nineteenth Street Baptist Church, family, and friends 

for supporting Global Missions Ministry initiatives—those that 

we planned as well as those unforeseen by us. Global Missions 

Ministry members are truly humbled and intensely aware that 

we are but an arm of Nineteenth Street Baptist Church, seeking 

to follow God’s Great Commission and can only move forward 

with the support of our church family. v

2018 Haiti Walk 5K

2016 Haiti Walk 5K
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Ways to Give
By Mail – Send your contribution to Nineteenth Street Baptist 

Church, 4606 16th Street NW, Washington, DC 20011. Place 

your offering in your numbered offering envelope or write 

your envelope number in the memo section. You can also 

have your bank send the offering to the church using the bill 

pay feature. 

Online by PayPal or Givelify – Give online through the 

church website www.19thstreetbc.org. Choose PayPal to give 

by credit or debit card or PayPal account, making sure to 

designate the purpose of your donation. Choose Givelify to 

give through your Givelify account, selecting the donation 

option. 

By App – Give via Cash App to $NineteenthStreet. 

Or use the Givelify App to Nineteenth Street Baptist Church. 

Those with PayPal accounts may give using the PayPal App. 

All three apps may be downloaded for free from the App 

Store (for Apple devices) or Google Play (for Android). v

Donations for Thanksgiving Project Still Welcome!
The Church School would like to thank those who contributed to 

their annual Thanksgiving project which aims to help 60 families 

in need with gift cards to help purchase their Thanksgiving meal.

Donations can still be given through Sunday, November 14, 2021. 

Church ministries are asked to donate $100. Donations of any 

amount are welcome from church family members and friends.

Donations can be made from the church website 

19thstreetbc.org using Cash App, Givelify, or PayPal. Donations 

by check should be made payable to Nineteenth Street Baptist 

Church and indicate Church School Thanksgiving Project and 

your envelope number.

Contact one of the committee members listed below for further 

information.

Sister Dorothy Curtis – dorothyjordancurtis@gmail.com

Sister Karen Sidney-Drumgold – karen.drumgold@gmail.com

Sister Robin Williams – robinwilliams1114@gmail.com

Thanksgiving is November 25!

Missionary Society Now 
Collecting
The Missionary Society is again supporting the Marine Toys 

for Tots program and is asking church members and friends to 

make financial donations rather than bringing toys to the church. 

You can make contributions now through Friday, December 

3. As in the past, we look forward to a representative of the 

Marines to come to a mid-December church service to accept 

our contributions.

To donate to Toys for Tots, please use any of the church’s giving 

options. Be sure to designate that the contribution is for the 

“Toys for Tots” project. Checks should be payable to “Toys for 

Tots – Marine Foundation” and “Anacostia Division” should be 

written on the memo line.

Please give generously! Patricia Thomas heads up the Toys for 

Tots program, and Rosemary Mills Massey is president of the 

Missionary Society. v

mailto:dorothyjordancurtis@gmail.com
mailto:karen.drumgold@gmail.com
mailto:robinwilliams1114@gmail.com
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Progressive Adults  
Resume Theater Outings

The Progressive Adults Ministry is excited to announce that they have 

resumed attending theater performances to raise funds for the Love Pal 

program, beginning with August Wilson’s “Seven Guitars” on December 11. 

Reservations for this performance are due on November 2. You may sign up for any 

or all upcoming shows now. Transportation is available from the church to all shows. 

Tickets can be paid for by mailing a check to Nineteenth Street Baptist Church, 4606 16th 

Street NW, Washington, DC 20011, Attn: Progressive Adults, or by using PAYPAL, Givelify, or Cash 

App on the church website (www.19thstreetbc.org) or on your Smartphone. Please indicate which 

show(s) you are paying for.

Please join us for great theater, which benefits our Love Pal Program.

Please review the following Arena Stage COVID-19 protocols before purchasing tickets.

• Everything is digital (no touch contact).

• Proof of vaccination and ID are required.

• If not vaccinated, proof of a negative COVID test 

taken six hours prior to show.

• Masks must be worn at all times.

• There is no coat check (garments must be stored 

under seats).
• No space between seats.

• Tickets will be emailed and forwarded to ticket 

holder and printed.

• No food, only water is available. 

• Play program is accessible only by cell phone.

For more information, contact:

Ann Saunders: 202-529-3188 

Cynthia Thompson: 202-772-4694

Sandra Howell: eswhowell@gmail.com

HAMILTON
The Kennedy Center

Sunday, September 25, 2022 at 7:30 p.m.
$TBD

THE AMERICAN PROPHET
The New Arena Stage (Kreeger Theatre)

Friday, July 23, 2022 at 8 p.m.
$90

CATCH ME IF YOU CAN
The New Arena Stage (Fichandler Theatre)

Sunday, April 9, 2022 at 2  p.m.
$TBD

SEVEN GUITARS
The New Arena Stage (Fichandler Theatre)

Saturday, December 11, 2021 at 2  p.m.
$75

mailto:eswhowell@gmail.com
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GriefShare Ministry Can Help You Survive the Holidays
By Ferlandia Townsend and Deacon Yvonne Dickson, GriefShare Co-facilitators 

The Nineteenth Street Baptist Church GriefShare ministry is a 

support ministry. The corporate guidance and leadership of 

GriefShare emanate from the Church Initiative located in Wake 

Forest, N.C. The purpose of the ministry is to provide help and 

hope for those hurting from the pain of grief. The ministry 

conducts life-changing support sessions for people who have 

experienced a life crisis resulting from the death of a loved 

one. The ministry is open to participation by members of the 

Nineteenth Street family and the community. The GriefShare 

Ministry Team consists of a cross-section of our church family, 

including ministers, deacons, and laypersons. The confidentiality 

of participants is highly protected.

Is Holiday Grief Normal?
Thanksgiving, Christmas, and New Year’s Eve have special 

meaning in our culture for a variety of reasons. As we enter the 

holiday season, many have mixed emotions resulting from the 

loss of loved ones. Many have warm and happy memories of 

past times spent with loved ones, family, and friends that we will 

always cherish. Yet, as this year’s holiday season approaches, 

we may not be feeling very joyful and happy. Some of us may 

be feeling pain, loneliness, regrets, and in some cases, even 

anger.

Regardless of your situation this season, we want to remind you 

that God is able to heal the brokenhearted. In the event you find 

yourself feeling sad and lonely, here are some steps that are 

important in managing your holiday grief:

• Recognize that loneliness is what you’re feeling, which is 

normal.

• Accept the reality of your situation. Pray and ask God to 

direct your life in a positive direction.

• Seek structured activities involving helping others to help 

ease the lonely times.

• If you find yourself stuck, don’t be afraid to ask for help.

• Eat healthy food and exercise.

• Wear a mask and practice social distancing.

Precious Memories
The holiday season is a unique time for spiritual revival and 

reflection of our past relationships. We look forward to the end 

of the year activities associated with Thanksgiving, Christmas, 

and New Year’s Eve. In this season, we also begin to have 

hope and encouragement that the new year will bring positive 

change to our nation and the world. It was David who said that 

“even though we walk through the darkest valley, we should fear, 

no evil, for the Lord is with us at all times.” (Psalm 23:4)

Finally, our memories represent a spiritual means by which we 

are still able to communicate with our loved ones. A memory 

is a gift to us. Memories are also treasures meant to allow us 

to look back and thank God for allowing our journey. This is a 

perpetual process of remembrance and healing for the soul. 

Please contact the Nineteenth Street Baptist Church office 

at (202) 829-2773 for information on the GriefShare Support 

Ministry. v
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Dynamic Worship Service Tops Off Stewardship Celebration
By Trustee Donza Poole, Building Fund Committee Chair  

The Building Fund Committee (BFC) wrapped up its monthlong 

celebration of stewardship with a dynamic worship service 

featuring guest vocalist Monique Steele Griffiths, a moving 

testimonial by Trustee Charles Sprow, and a timely message 

from Senior Pastor Darryl Roberts. Sybil Barbour and Ferlandia 

Townsend served as the year’s Stewardship Sunday co-chairs. 

This year’s theme, “Rebuilding with Love, Faith, and Joy,” 

reflected a cautious optimism that our church might soon move 

into a more promising phase of the pandemic, presenting a 

unique opportunity for us to be better stewards than we were 

before. The BFC received a timely and unexpected blessing 

when the church decided to do a test run of in-person worship 

on Stewardship Sunday, October 24.

Over the years, the BFC has used October to celebrate and 

present stewardship stories to inspire church members to 

reimagine their stewardship journey and support the Capital 

Improvement Project. This year, we set a goal of raising $10,000 

to help replace a heating boiler, the final piece of heating and air 

conditioning improvements begun this spring.

We are grateful for the heartfelt stewardship testimonial 

videos submitted by Kimberly Ferguson and Trustee Charles 

Sprow. Their videos were aired during worship services and are 

expected to be uploaded to the church website. 

We thank the Communications and Media Ministries for their 

support in developing a Stewardship Month webpage. We also 

appreciated working closely with the Music Ministry to highlight 

stewardship. Minister of Music Kenny Peagler kicked off the 

service by playing a favorite selection on the baby grand piano, 

a gift from Deaconess Kathyrn Brooks and the late General 

Elmer Brooks. Guest vocalist Griffiths’ moving musical testimo-

nials were soul-stirring. 

You Can Still Give – Take the 90-Day Giving Challenge
At our core, the Building Fund Committee is a fundraising 

ministry. In addition to our $10,000 Stewardship Sunday 

fundraising goal, we are sponsoring the 90-Day Giving 

Challenge for a second year. Through this friendly challenge, 

we encourage members to set their own fundraising goal and 

make three monthly gifts to the Capital Improvement Project 

in October, November, and December. You can sign up for the 

90-Day Giving Challenge here.

There is still time to support both fundraising initiatives. For 

ways to give, visit 19thstreetbc.org/give. Your gift, in any 

amount, will help us reach our fundraising goals. 

The Building Fund Committee began a new stewardship collab-

oration with the Young Adult Ministry built around “stewarding 

you.” The collaboration will kick-off on November 12 at 7:30 

p.m. with a Zoom gathering, “Relax, Relate, Release: A Self-Care 

Conversation.” Read more about the conversation and R3 on 

page 19. v

https://19thstreetbc.org/take-the-90-day-giving-challenge/
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Global Missions Ministry Honors One of Our Own
By Phillis Walls Cooke

On Global Missions Ministry Sunday, September 26, 2021, we 

took the opportunity to reflect on and be inspired by the impact 

that a genuinely good person has had on our ministry and 

the world. Her passion for the public good knows no bounds. 

We honored one of our church’s most devoted and influential 

humanitarian champions, Deaconess Pearl Fleming Sudduth. 

Seeking no 

glory Deaconess 

Sudduth has 

worked tirelessly 

to build human 

connections 

with people of 

various nations. 

She has played 

a pivotal role 

in shaping 

Nineteenth 

Street’s Global 

Missions Ministry, 

attending 

training in Boca Raton, Fla., initiated by Rev. Edward Turner, 

before our Global Missions Ministry ever came into being. She 

served as the first chair of Global Missions Ministry. 

Deaconess Sudduth understands that assistance programs 

serve as a stabilizing force for a nation in turmoil. She has 

allowed her faith to become a driving force in this endeavor. 

Always seeking to benefit the greater good, she is known for her 

commitment to her God, kindness, integrity, and humility for all 

people. Her Christian love and foresight led her to identify early 

on that caring for people of the world was her mission and she 

sought to make safe and secure the lives of the children she so 

loves by providing food, clothing, and educational support.

The light of Christ radiates from Deaconess Sudduth, giving light 

to those in our church and in our world. It was this light that led 

her to send books to Trelawny, Jamaica, leading to the estab-

lishment of a school and community library there and to aid in 

establishing ministries in Burkina Faso and in Nicaragua. She 

has been on mission trips to each of these countries multiple 

times. She is an avid supporter of Global Missions activities in 

Haiti, graciously lending her considerable expertise toward their 

success. 

To help commemorate this recognition, Global Missions Ministry 

presented Deaconess Sudduth with a lantern to remind her that 

we see her light. It is inscribed with her name and scripture from 

Matthew 5:16, “Let your light so shine before men, that they 

may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in 

heaven.”

Rev. Derrick Harkins, who was our pastor when Global Missions 

Ministry was formed and accompanied her on a mission trip to 

Burkina Faso in 2006, sent a congratulatory video message for 

the occasion.

We thank God for this amazing servant leader and friend to 

people around the world. Deaconess Pearl Fleming Sudduth, we 

honor you. v

Deaconess Pearl Sudduth on missionary trip in 
Burkina Faso in 2006.
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Relax, Relate, Release: A Self-Care Conversation
By Trustee Donza Poole, Building Fund Committee Chair  

The Building Fund Committee and the Young Adult Ministry 

invite you to join them Friday, November 12, on Zoom for the 

first in a series of conversations around self-care. The conver-

sations will take place during the Young Adult Ministry’s Relax, 

Relate, Release (R3) gatherings, a moment for adults ages 

21 to 55 to relax, relate and release. The session is open and 

recommended for young adults of all ages. 

The self-care conversations are part of the Building Fund 

Committee’s mission to encourage stewardship in all its forms. 

They are also a recognition by the Building Fund Committee and 

the Young Adult Ministry of the importance of “stewarding” you. 

Joining the conversation for these special R3’s will be two of 

Nineteenth Street’s own, Dr. Shani Glaudé, a licensed therapist 

in Maryland and Virginia, and Phela Townsend, a Ph.D. candidate 

and scholar-activist committed to advancing racial, social, and 

economic justice.

Dr. Glaudé has 15 years of experience 

working with a variety of clients and 

issues. Currently, in private practice, 

she specializes in relationship repair 

and redesign by helping people 

improve their relationship with 

themselves and others. She obtained 

her bachelor’s degree at Spelman 

College, her master’s degree at Towson 

University, and her doctorate in Clinical 

Psychology from Argosy University.

Phela Townsend works on a 

range of issues impacting today’s 

workers and organizations and 

has expertise in labor, technology, 

and power-building in the most 

marginalized communities. She 

is currently a Ph.D. candidate at 

the Rutgers University School of 

Management and Labor Relations. 

She has a B.S. in industrial and 

labor relations from Cornell 

University, an M.B.A. from the MIT 

Sloan School of Management, and 

an M.A. in industrial relations/human resources from Rutgers. 

Young adults, especially, should plan to take part in this 

insightful dialogue about self-care. Plan to join us on November 

12 at 7:30 p.m. Email 19thstreetR3@gmail.com for the Zoom 

information. v

 
Join the conversation

November 12 at 7:30 pm on Zoom

mailto:19thstreetR3@gmail.com
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Be Still
By Rev. Reginald Townsend, Associate Minister

What does it mean to be still? Being still 

is the act of knowing that God is the 

foundation of our being. When we are 

able to “be still,” we acknowledge that 

strength by being unmovable in our faith 

in an almighty, eternal God. To “be still” 

means standing on God’s promises never 

to leave, nor forsake His people. The writer 

of Psalm 46 wants to inform us that God 

is always present to help, providing refuge, 

security, and peace in times of trouble, as 

demonstrated by our ancestors in captivity. They had to “be 

still” and pray as they continued to work against the savagery of 

chattel slavery, knowing that someday their children would be 

free.

In his book The Black Church: This Is Our Story, This is Our 
Song, Professor Henry Louis Gates, Jr. chronicles the religious 

beginnings of the Black church. According to Dr. Gates, the 

monotheism of West African traditional religions provided 

fertile ground for the development of the “invisible church,” 

(that family of faith), which had no physical structures where 

our ancestors could worship. Instead, they met in abandoned 

tobacco barns, down in the canebrake, or brush arbors of the 

plantations, away from the surveillance and monitoring of the 

“big house.” American history bears witness that racial hatred 

and economic, political, and social injustice never completely 

disappear in America. 

Psalm 46 also affirms that God is Israel’s—sovereign over 

nature and nations. This scripture describes God as a refuge, 

strength, and fortress. The psalm is meant to reassure us that 

the faithfulness of God will not fail to rescue those who love 

Him. It informs the reader that God’s power is complete, and His 

ultimate victory is certain.

As I read the entire psalm; I suddenly became aware of how 

brilliant it was for the psalmist to put “be still and know” 

before “that I am God.” (Psalm 46:10) It is not enough to “be 

still.” Being still requires that we know something about God’s 

unfathomable and immeasurable goodness—even if it appears 

otherwise. 

To be still is not an act of complacency; it is not stagnation. 

Being still is a verb, an action, which gives us the power to 

knock injustice off its game. The strength of those who know 

God is their ability to play offense, not defense, confusing and 

confounding an enemy that claims to know God but only knows 

its own ideology, methods, and end goals.

Our job as Christians is to “be still” yet do the work of kingdom 

building, discipleship, and evangelism while seeking to shelter 

in our knowledge of the goodness and faithfulness of God. 

(Matthew 28:18-20) Finally, I do not know about everyone else, 

but I want to know every day of my life that the Lord is the 

strength of my life. Every day, let me lift up mine eyes unto the 

hills from whence cometh my help. The psalmist says, “Be still 

and know that I am God.” v
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Congratulations!
Sister Inez C. Walker celebrated her 100th 

birthday on August 27, 2021 and was 

showered with  birthday flowers from 

Deacon Crain-Kemp on behalf of the Peace 

Group of the Fruit of the Spirit Ministry, 

Deacon Johnnie Love on behalf of the Fruit 

of the Spirit Ministry, and Nineteenth Street’s 

Church Clerk June Jackson. In addition, 

Deacon Crain-Kemp organized a birthday 

drive-by for her home.

Sister Walker wrote the following note to 

express her gratitude:

Even though I have not been able to 
attend church services in several years, 
maintaining my membership and being a 
part of the church family continues to be 
very important to me. That is why I thank 
you for remembering me and gifting me 
with such beautiful 
floral arrangements 
on my birthday. It 
meant so much 
to me. I thank you 
from the depths of 
my heart.  

Sister Inez Walker

Deaconess Eleanor T. Banks 
Receives Centenarian Honors
By June Jackson

Congratulations to Deaconess Eleanor T. Banks, a 

member of Nineteenth Street Baptist Church for 

more than 75 years, who was honored among more 

than 55 other District of Columbia centenarians 

by the Mayor’s Office of Community Affairs and 

the District of Columbia Department of Aging and 

Community Affairs (DACL). 

Deaconess Banks received a certificate and a  

medal from Mayor Muriel Bowser, hand-delivered 

by members of the Bowser Administration and 

DACL staff, on September 22, 2021, leading 

up to National Centenarian Day. June Jackson 

interviewed Deaconess Banks via telephone to 

complete the registration process, assisted by 

Deaconess Evangeline F. Stevens with additional 

research provided by Deaconess Jean R. Jordan 

and Rosemary Mills Massey (Archives). Oretha 

Chandler of Nineteenth Street’s Senior Ministry 

ignited the interest when she emailed the June 2021 

DACL Newsletter displaying a huge headline, “We’re 

Looking for District Centenarians!” who celebrated 

their 100th birthday by April 30, 2021. 

Deaconess Banks celebrated her 100th birthday on January 3, 2021, and is now 

among the distinguished District of Columbia honorees! 

Deaconess Banks is a blessing to her family, church family, friends, and the 

District of Columbia! Congratulations again! v
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Spotlight on Claire
By Dorothy Curtis

Claire Antia Marshall is an extremely happy four-year-old 
member of the Nineteenth Street church family. Born in 
Nashville, Tenn., on May 20, she relocated to Washington 
in June 2018. She lives  with her mommy, Coviece, and 
big brother, Tre. Claire is currently in pre-K-4 at Jubilee 

Jumpstart in Adams Morgan. Her most 
recent accomplishment in school was 
earning the “Miss Congeniality” award for 
her helpful nature and kindness. 

While she knows the letters of the 
alphabet (upper and lower), numbers 
(0-20), shapes, and basic colors, she most 
enjoys playing drama and pretending to 
cook with her friends.

On the weekends, Claire takes tap and 
dance lessons at the Davis Dance Studio. 
She also plays with her best friend 
Ny’Keem and loves watching cartoons 
with her mommy. Claire attends Sunday 
School virtually, where she is studying 
from the Book of Samuel. She is happy to 
have learned the “Books of the Bible” and 
is always eager to share her version of the 
song.

Claire wants to be a Rainbow Ranger like Bonnie Blueberry 
when she grows up. Although, her mommy thinks she 
would make a wonderful actress. Claire loves God and 
wants to “give HER presents.” v

Check out and follow our social media accounts: 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/Everyblessing.org

Instagram:www.instagram.com/nsbcdc/ 

ACCESS NINETEENTH STREET SERVICES

Access LIVESTREAM on YouTube at  
youtube.com/channel/UClL8xG5-YbTSRVVx1odHcZA

 Access the PRAYER MEETING and PRAYER CALLS at  
605-472-5349, access code 348952#

Access all CHURCH SCHOOL CLASSES via Zoom

Contact organizers for access to ZOOM programs

www.19thstreetbc.org

Pastor Roberts on the Air
Tune into the Coach Butch McAdams Show on Sunday,  

November 21, at 12:30 p.m. to hear Pastor Darryl Roberts 

talk about Nineteenth Street ministries and initiatives.

Listen live on radio stations WOL (1450 AM) and MAGIC 

(95.9 FM) or listen to live radio streaming on a computer  

or cell phone device by going to www.woldcnews.com. v

https://www.facebook.com/Everyblessing.org/
https://www.facebook.com/Everyblessing.org
http://www.instagram.com/nsbcdc
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NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS
Chelsea R. Jordan 11/2

Rosemary Mills Massey 11/2

Renée C. Sprow 11/2

Virgil M. M. Peters 11/3

Diane Wendy Morris 11/4

Patrick W. Cooper 11/5

Garrett Cypress 11/5

Evelyn C. Sellers 11/5

Ruby Hookfin 11/6

Laverne Johnson 11/6

Deaconess  
Margarette C. Blakemore 11/7

Ann Chisolm 11/7

Doris E. Harris 11/10

Tami Brown 11/14

Virgie Harris-Bovelle 11/14

Juran D. Moore II 11/14

Kenneth Saunders 11/14

Ronnae Simpkins 11/14

Robin M. Williams 11/14

Azar-Adriano Alvin Evans 11/17

James Wilson 11/17

Thomas W. Black 11/18

Judy C. Dillon 11/19

Angela Griffin 11/20

Robert V. Conley, Jr. 11/21

Thelma Theresa Embrack 11/21

Deacon Johnnieque B. Love 11/22

Oran Woolcock 11/22

Vontrece Wilson 11/24

Jackson C. Gerst III 11/25

Mary Valentine 11/27

Jacqueline Y. Ellison 11/28

Deacon Leon C. Pierce 11/29

Victor Rogers 11/30

Please notify the church office  
of additions or corrections.

Fall Back – November 7
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November Calendar
Tuesday, November 2

Intercessory Prayer Call, led by Clergy, 6:30 a.m.
Bible Study, Revs. Roberts and Coleman Hall, livestream, 7 p.m.

Wednesday, November 3 
Prayer Conference Call, led by Deaconesses, Noon
Music Ministry Choir Connection, Zoom and call-in, 7:30 p.m. 

Thursday, November 4
Prayer Meeting Call, led by Deacons, 6:30 p.m.

Saturday, November 6
Deacon Board Meeting, Zoom, 9 a.m.
Senior Ministry, Three and A Half Acres Yoga, Zoom, 10-11 a.m.

Sunday, November 7
Church School, Adult Class, Zoom, 9 a.m.
Worship Service, Communion, Bring Your Own Elements, 

livestream, 10 a.m.
Youth Church, Zoom, 11:30 a.m. 
Church School, Pre-K to Age 10, Zoom, 12:30 p.m.

Tuesday, November 9
Intercessory Prayer Call, led by Clergy, 6:30 a.m.
Bible Study, Revs. Roberts and Coleman Hall, livestream, 7 p.m.

Wednesday, November 10
Prayer Conference Call, led by Deaconesses, Noon
Evangelism Ministry Meeting, Zoom and call-in, 7 p.m.
Trustee Board Meeting, 7 p.m.
Music Ministry Choir Connection, Zoom and call-in, 7:30 p.m. 

Thursday, November 11
Veterans Day Holiday, church office closed
Prayer Meeting Call, led by Deacons, 6:30 p.m.

Friday, November 12
Women’s Ministry Bible Study, Zoom, 7 p.m.

Saturday, November 13
Building Fund Committee, Zoom, 11 a.m.
Missionary Society Meeting, conference call, 12 p.m.

Sunday, November 14
Church School, Adult Class, conference call, 9 a.m.
Worship Service, Christian Mite Sunday, livestream, 10 a.m.
Youth Church, Zoom, 11:30 a.m. 
Pastor’s Book Club w/ Prof. Sheryll Cashin, livestream, 11:45 a.m.
Tweens and Teens Church School, Zoom, Noon
Church School, Pre-K to Age 10, Zoom, 12:30 p.m.

Tuesday, November 16
Intercessory Prayer Call, led by Clergy, 6:30 a.m.
Bible Study, Revs. Roberts and Coleman Hall, livestream, 7 p.m.

Wednesday, November 17
Prayer Call, led by Deaconesses, Noon
Music Ministry Choir Connection, Zoom and Call-in, 7:30 p.m. 

Thursday, November 18
Food Pantry, 10 a.m.-1 p.m.
Prayer Meeting Call, with Rev. Robin Turner preaching, led by 

Deacons, 6:30 p.m.

Friday, November 19
Relax, Relate and Release: A Community Check-in, Zoom, p.m.

Saturday, November 20
Senior Ministry, Three and A Half Acres Yoga, Zoom, 10-11 a.m.

Sunday, November 21
Church School, Adult Class, conference call, 9 a.m.
Worship Service, Ordination of Deacon-Elects, livestream, 10 a.m.
Youth Church, Zoom, 11:30 a.m. 
Church School, Pre-K to Age 10, Zoom, 12:30 p.m.

Tuesday, November 23 
Intercessory Prayer Call, led by Clergy, 6:30 a.m.
Bible Study, Revs. Roberts and Coleman Hall, livestream, 7 p.m.

Wednesday, November 24
Prayer Conference Call, led by Deaconesses, Noon
Music Ministry Choir Connection, Zoom and Call-in, 7:30 p.m. 

Thursday, November 25 (Thanksgiving) – Church office closed
Thanksgiving Worship Service (pre-recorded), 10 a.m.

Friday, November 26 – Church office closed

Sunday, November 28
Church School, Adult Class, conference call, 9 a.m.
Worship Service, Homecoming Sunday, livestream, 10 a.m.
Youth Church, Zoom, 11:30 a.m. 
Tweens and Teens Church School, Zoom, Noon
Church School, Pre-K to Age 10, Zoom, 12:30 p.m.

Tuesday, November 30
Intercessory Prayer Call, led by Clergy, 6:30 a.m.
Bible Study, Revs. Roberts and Coleman Hall, livestream, 7 p.m.

Information on how to access these services is on page 22.
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