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BASIC CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE PART 1 

A Study of the Articles of Faith 
 

 
 

SESSION 37 
 

In this session, participants will discuss: Article VII. OF GRACE IN 

REGENERATION 

 

VII. OF GRACE IN REGENERATION1
 

 

We believe that regeneration or the new birth is a change of heart wrought 

by the Holy Spirit, whereby we become partakers of the divine nature and a 

holy dispositon is given, leading to the love and practice of righteousness. It 

is a work of God's free grace conditioned upon faith in Christ and made 

manifest by the fruit which we bring forth to the glory of God. 

 

According to Article VII. 
 

1. Baptists believe that regeneration or the new birth is a change of heart 

wrought by the Holy Spirit.  

 

2. Baptists believe through regeneration we become partakers of the divine 

nature and a holy disposition, leading to the love and practice of righteousness.  

 

3. Baptists believe that regeneration is a work of God’s free grace conditioned 

upon faith in Christ. 

 

4. Baptists believe that regeneration is made manifest by the fruit which we bring 

forth to the glory of God. 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
1
 http://www.nationalbaptist.com/about-us/what-we-believe.html 
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BASIC CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE 

OF GRACE IN REGENERATION 

 
 

Baptists believe that regeneration or the new birth is a change of heart 

wrought by the Holy Spirit.  
 

I. Regeneration is the Work of God in the life of those Whom He chooses 

(Jer. 24:1-10; 32:36-44). 

 

II. Regeneration reveals the power of God to change one’s heart and whole 

life (Ez. 11:14-25; 36:22-32)  

 

III. Regeneration is necessary in order to see and enter the Kingdom of God 

(Jn. 3:1-21) 

 

In the previous studies on Article VII, we observed many things regarding 

regeneration that are worth recalling.   

 

 We observed that humanity is passive in regeneration...while God, the Holy 

Spirit is active...changing the heart of individuals.   

 

 We observed that those who experience regeneration receive a new heart of 

understanding of Who the Lord is, a new relationship with the Lord where they 

become His people and He their God, and a new commitment to the Lord, 

where they return to the Lord with their whole heart...to love Him, to live for 

Him, and to do His will.   

 

 We observed that all people, the most wicked sinner and even those we 

perceive to be kind, all need to be regenerated...to be set free from the guilt of 

sin through regeneration...for all have sinned...even those we perceive as kind. 

 

 We observed that those whom the Lord regenerates, who become His people, 

through regeneration, now abide in a Covenant relationship with God, a 

Covenant that God keeps, to do them good, to change their heart to reverence 
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Him so that as He will never turn away from them, they also will never turn 

away from Him.  The understanding that those whom the Lord regenerates will 

remain in a covenant relationship with our Lord.  They will never turn away 

from Him.  The Lord never turns away from those He regenerates and they 

never and they never turn away from Him.   

 

 We observed that those whom the Lord regenerates, He takes great delight in 

them, to do them good, to intercede in their life, and to bring them to the 

promised land He has determined for them (32:41-43).   

 

 We observed that those whom the Lord regenerates, collectively, experience 

His deliverance from the consequences and guilt of their sins, collectively 

change their behavior, collectively experience the Lord changing them on the 

inside, collectively experience the Lord changing how they live, and 

collectively experience a change in their relationship with the Lord.  The Lord 

is fully invested in the well-being of those whom He regenerates. 

 

Numerous wonderful and necessary changes occur, by the grace of God, 

when He chooses us, intercedes in our life, and by His own volition regenerates 

us.  When this occurs, we become new people in our thinking about God, our 

thinking about Christ, our thinking about living for God, our thinking about sin, 

and our thinking about God’s will and desire for people.  Regeneration changes us 

on the inside.  We come to have the mind of Christ, to now view life with a holy 

and heavenly mindset, to see life through His eyes and we come to have the heart 

of Christ whereby we want to live pleasing the Father.  The more we grow in our 

comprehension of the consequences of sin and the death of Christ for our sin, the 

more we grow in the knowledge of the implications of regeneration, the more we 

will grow in our inexpressible gratitude for the grace of God.  This growth in 

gratitude is what causes those who have been regenerated to give the Lord praise 

from the rising of the sun until the going down of the same!   

 

Question: What are some of the visible changes one should see in the life of those 

who have been regenerated?   

 

According to Article VII - Baptists believe through regeneration we become 

partakers of the divine nature and a holy disposition, leading to the love and 

practice of righteousness.  
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I. Those who have been regenerated display faith in the Gospel proven by 

obedience to the Gospel (Acts 2:36-47). 

 

Several truths are worth noting: 

 

1. ________________________________, caused the Holy Spirit to move upon 

the hearts of those who were regenerated on the day of Pentecost (2:36-42).  

God, the Holy Spirit moved on the lives of those who believed the Gospel 

preached by the Apostle Peter, who proclaimed the life, death, burial, and 

resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ.   

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

2.  ______________________________________was evident in the lives of 

those who experienced regeneration through the Holy Spirit (2:37-41).  Each 

one regenerated accepted Peter’s word that they needed to repent, needed to be 

baptized in the name of Christ, and needed forgiveness of sins through faith in 

Christ in order to receive the gift of the Holy Spirit (re-read Article VII).  It is 

understood and believed, that regeneration is dependent on faith proven by 

obedience to the Gospel of Jesus Christ.      

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. _____________________________________, does not always happen 

immediately (2:39-40).  The Apostle Peter preached the Gospel (2:14-36), 

directed the hearers as to what to do in response to the Gospel (2:37-38), 

shared with them the promise of the Holy Spirit that God made to them (2:39), 

and then with many other words he kept on exhorting, pleading, and urging 

them saying, “Be saved from this perverse generation!” (2:40), until they 

believed his word, received his word and were baptized (2:41). People don’t 

always respond with faith and obedience to the Gospel immediately.  
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Sometimes, we have to plead with people to be saved.  Most of the time we 

have to explain what to people what they should do to be saved. All the time 

we have to inform people of the promises God has made to them in order for 

them to know, understand, and have faith in the Gospel.  What’s they know the 

Gospel and understand what they should do, then they can express faith and 

obey the Gospel leading to regeneration.    

 

Fill in: Exhorting and urging someone to be saved transitions to harassment when 

what happens....   

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Fill in: When someone harasses you to be saved it feels like/sounds like...   

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Fill in: When someone urges you to be saved it feels like/it sounds like... 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

II. Those who have been regenerated devote themselves to growing in the 

faith (Acts 2:42). 

 

To Grow: In order to grow in faith, those who have been regenerated, in 

community with other believers: 

 

First: Devote themselves __________________________ of the Word of God 

with others who have been regenerated (2:42a). 

 

Second: Devote themselves __________________________ who have been 

regenerated, who believe the Gospel and obey the Gospel (2:42b). 

 

Third: Devote themselves to ____________________________with others who 

have been regenerated (2:42c).  
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Fourth: Devote themselves to ______________________ with others who have 

been regenerated (2:42d).  

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

III. Those who have been regenerated demonstrate love for others who 

have been regenerated and love for the Lord (Acts 2:43-47). 

 

Those who have been regenerated demonstrate love for others who have been 

regenerated.  In the early church: 

 

1. They celebrated when _________________________ took place in the lives of 

other believers (2:43; 3:7; 4:27-30). 

 

2. They _____________________ together and _____________ all things in 

common (2:44). 

 

3. They _______________________ and shared with ______________who 

might have need (2:45). 

 

4. They ______________________together in the Temple and 

____________________together with gladness and sincerity of heart. 

 

Those who have been regenerated demonstrate love for the Lord.  In the early 

church 

 

1. They _________________________regularly in Temple with others who had 

been regenerated (2:46a). 

 

2. They __________________________ in the Temple of the Lord with others 

who had been regenerated (2:46a). 

 

3. They ___________________________ with others who had been regenerated 

(2:46b). 
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4. They __________________________ praising God and having favor with all 

those who had been regenerated. 

 

Question: What was the result when those who had been regenerated 

demonstrated love others who had been regenerated and love for the Lord?   The 

Lord interceded on their behalf and by grace continually added to their number, 

day by day, those who were being saved, being regenerated, demonstrating love 

for one another and our Lord. 

 


