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BASIC CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE 

A Study of the Articles of Faith 
 

 
 

SESSION 40 
 

In this session, participants will discuss: Article VIII. OF REPENTANCE AND 

FAITH 

 

VIII. OF REPENTANCE AND FAITH 
 

We believe the Scriptures teach that repentance and faith are sacred duties, and 

also inseparable graces, wrought in our souls by the regenerating Spirit of God; 

whereby being deeply convinced of our guilt, danger and helplessness and of the 

way of salvation by Christ, we turn to God with unfeigned contrition, confession, 

and supplication for mercy; at the same time heartily receiving the Lord Jesus 

Christ as our prophet, priest and king, and relying on him alone as the only and all-

sufficient Savior.1 

 

According to Article VIII. 
 

1. Baptists believe that the Scriptures teach that repentance and faith are sacred 

duties. 
 

2. Baptists believe that the Scriptures teach that repentance and faith are 

inseparable graces, wrought in our souls by the regenerating Spirit of God. 
 

3. Baptists believe that the Scriptures teach that where there is repentance and 

faith we are deeply convinced of our guilt, danger, and helplessness. 

 

4. Baptists believe that the Scriptures teach that where there is repentance and 

faith we are deeply convinced of the way of salvation by Christ. 

 

 
1 Articles-of-Faith.pdf (nationalbaptist.com) 

https://www.nationalbaptist.com/assets/uploads/2017/12/Articles-of-Faith.pdf
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5. Baptists believe that the Scriptures teach that repentance and faith are sacred 

duties, and also inseparable graces, wrought in our souls by the regenerating 

Spirit of God; whereby being deeply convinced of our guilt, danger and 

helplessness and of the way of salvation by Christ, we turn to God with 

unfeigned contrition, confession, and supplication for mercy. 

 

6. Baptists believe that the Scriptures teach that where there is repentance and 

faith we turn to God with unfeigned contrition, confession, and supplication for 

mercy; at the same time heartily receiving the Lord Jesus Christ as our prophet, 

priest and king, and relying on him alone as the only and all-sufficient Savior. 
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BASIC CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE 

OF REPENTANCE AND FAITH 

 
 

 In our previous study we observed in multiple passages of Scripture that 

repentance and faith are actions in the life of the believer caused by actions of the 

Holy Spirit in the life of that believer.  We observed that on the Day of Pentecost, 

the Apostle Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, preached the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  

Those who heard Peter’s Holy Spirit inspired preaching were convicted of their 

guilt, their danger, and their helplessness in Acts 2:37, asked “Brethren, what shall 

we do?”  Peter directed them saying, “Repent, and let each of you be baptized in 

the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins; and you shall receive the 

gift of the Holy Spirit” (Acts 2:38), “with many other words he solemnly testified 

and kept on exhorting them, saying “Be saved from this perverse generation”” 

(Acts 2:40), and he must have directed them to devote themselves to the apostles 

teaching, devote themselves to fellowship, devote themselves to the breaking of 

bread and to devote themselves to prayer (Acts 2:42).   

 

 The Holy Spirit guided Peter in his preaching and gave him power to 

witness Christ so that those hearing his preaching would be brought to conviction 

and conversion, fulfilling Jesus’ promise, “but you shall receive power when the 

Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem, 

and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the earth” (Acts 

1:8).   

 

 Jesus promised that through the power of the Spirit of Truth, believers 

would testify concerning Christ, causing individual to be convicted of their sin in 

regards to not having faith in Christ, convicted of righteousness, that they crucified 

the sinless Christ Who returned to the Father proving His righteousness, and 

convicted of judgement, because the ruler of this world has been judged (Jn. 16:7-

11).  We observed that through the power of the Holy Spirit, believers testify to 

the saved and the unsaved.  The Holy Spirit reaches the unsaved for God through 

those who are saved so that those who are unsaved might come to faith 

demonstrated through repentance (Acts 2:1-42; 10:44).  The Scriptures teach that 
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it is the actions of the Holy Spirit, working through believers, that cause others to 

come to faith in Christ demonstrated through repentance.   

 

 One could even argue, that it was the Holy Spirit working through the 

incarnate Christ, giving His preaching power to bring the unsaved to faith 

demonstrated through repentance and while we did not investigate any Old 

Testament passages, it was Holy Spirit filled prophets who preached to Israel, 

calling them to repent, to return to faith in God demonstrated through repentance 

(Isa. 1:16-23, 27-31; Jer. 3:11-18; 5:1-13; 7:1-26; 8:4-7; 15:5-9, 19-21; Ez. 

14:6-20; 18:30-32; Hos. 6:1-3; 14:1; Am. 5:10-15; Jon. 3:1-10).  

 

Conclusion: Both in the Old and New Testaments, it was the actions of the Holy 

Spirit within believers – inspiring their messages, that brought hearers under 

conviction, which led to conversion (faith demonstrated through repentance.)   

 

Based on the Article under study:    

 

Baptists believe that the Scriptures teach that where there is repentance and faith 

we are deeply convinced of our guilt, danger, and helplessness. 

 

 Baptists believe that the Scriptures teach that those who express faith in 

Christ demonstrated through repentance, are deeply convinced of their guilt of sin 

before God, the danger of dying in guilt, their absolute helplessness to absolve 

themselves of their guilt and the impending punishment due for that guilt.  It is this 

awareness, this understanding, this deep belief in one’s guilt, danger, and 

helplessness that prompts one to turn to Christ in faith demonstrated by 

repentance.  The Holy Spirit opens one’s eyes to this guilt, danger, and 

helplessness.   

 

Question: Is there always a deep sense of one’s guilt, danger, and helplessness 

where there is repentance and faith? 

 

Answer: Based on Scripture, guilt precedes repentance and thus guilt prompts 

repentance. 

 

I Kings 8:44-53  
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 “When Your people go out to battle against their enemy, by whatever way 

 You send them, and they pray to the LORD toward the city which You have 

 chosen and the house which I have built for Your name, 45 then hear in 

 heaven their prayer and their pleading, and maintain their cause. 

 46 “When they sin against You (for there is no person who does not sin) 

 and You are angry with them and turn them over to an enemy, so that they 

 take them away captive to the land of the enemy, distant or near; 47 if 

 they take it to heart/take thought in the land where they have been taken 

 captive, and repent and implore Your favor in the land of those who have 

 taken them captive, saying, ‘We have sinned and done wrong, we have 

 acted wickedly’;  

 48 if they return to You/turn back (to God) with all their heart and with 

 all their soul in the land of their enemies who have taken them captive, 

 and pray to You toward their land which You have given to their fathers, 

 the city which You have chosen, and the house which I have built for Your 

 name; 49 then hear their prayer and their pleading in heaven, Your dwelling 

 place, and maintain their cause, 50 and forgive Your people who have 

 sinned against You and all their wrongdoings which they have committed 

 against You, and make them objects of compassion before those who have 

 taken them captive, so that they will have compassion on them 51 (for they 

 are Your people and Your inheritance which You have brought out of 

 Egypt, from the midst of the iron furnace), 52 so that Your eyes may be 

 open to the pleading of Your servant and to the pleading of Your people 

 Israel, to listen to them whenever they call to You. 53 For You have singled 

 them out from all the peoples of the earth as Your inheritance, just as You 

 spoke through Moses Your servant, when You brought our fathers out of 

 Egypt, Lord GOD.” 

 

Truth 1: In his prayer, Solomon ___________________ that repentance is 

prompted by an ______________________ and ______________________ one’s 

guilt in regards to sin, and a seeking of forgiveness for that sin by turning back to 

God. 

 

Truth 2: In his prayer, Solomon acknowledges that experiencing the Lord’s favor 

and mercy is predicated on one’s ______________________.  If they return, if 

they turn back to the Lord, then hear their prayer, then maintain their cause, then 
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forgive their sin, then have _____________________.  He does not expect favor 

from the Lord where there is no ______________________.  

 

Truth 3: The consequences of having turned away from God, brought an 

awareness that one needed to ______________________.  Solomon prayed, 

“when you turn them over to an enemy” (8:46). 

 

Truth 4: Where one is not deeply convinced of one’s guilt, what compels 

someone to return to God seeking forgiveness? In the context of these verses, it’s 

an awareness of one’s _____________________________ that prompts people to 

turn back to God.   

 

Truth 5: After he prayed, Solomon exhorted the people to be wholly devoted to 

the Lord by walking in His statutes and keeping His commandments (8:54-61).  In 

addition and most important, the Lord responded to Solomon’s prayer (2 Chr. 6:1-

7:22). 

 

Jeremiah 3:1-18 

 

God says, “If a husband divorces his wife, And she leaves him And 

becomes another man’s wife, Will he return to her again? Would that land 

not be completely defiled? But you are a prostitute with many lovers; Yet 

you turn to Me,” declares the LORD. 

 
2 “Raise your eyes to the bare heights and see; Where have you not been 

violated? You have sat for them by the roads. Like an Arab in the desert, 

And you have defiled a land, With your prostitution and your wickedness. 
 

3 Therefore the showers have been withheld, And there has been no spring 

rain. Yet you had a prostitute’s forehead; You refused to be ashamed.  

 
4 Have you not just now called to Me, ‘My Father, You are the friend of 

my youth? 
 

5 Will He be angry forever, Or keep His anger to the end?’ Behold, you 

have spoken And have done evil things, And you have had your own way.” 
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Faithless Israel 

6 Then the LORD said to me in the days of King Josiah, “Have you seen 

what faithless Israel did? She went up on every high hill and under every 

leafy tree, and she prostituted herself there. 7 Yet I thought, ‘After she has 

done all these things she will return to Me’; but she did not return, and 

her treacherous sister Judah saw it. 8 And I saw that for all the adulteries of 

faithless Israel, I had sent her away and given her a certificate of divorce, 

yet her treacherous sister Judah did not fear; but she went and prostituted 

herself also. 9 And because of the thoughtlessness of her prostitution, 

she defiled the land and committed adultery with stones and trees. 10 Yet in 

spite of all this her treacherous sister Judah did not return to Me with all 

her heart, but rather in deception,” declares the LORD. 

God Invites Repentance 

11 And the LORD said to me, “Faithless Israel has proved herself to be more 

righteous than treacherous Judah. 12 Go and proclaim these words toward 

the north and say, 

‘Return, faithless Israel,’ declares the LORD; ‘I will not look at you in 

anger. For I am gracious,’ declares the LORD; ‘I will not be angry forever. 
 

13 Only acknowledge your wrongdoing, That you have revolted against 

the LORD your God, And have scattered your favors to the strangers under 

every leafy tree, And you have not obeyed My voice,’ declares the LORD. 

 
14 ‘Return, you faithless sons,’ declares the LORD; ‘For I am a master to 

you, And I will take you, one from a city and two from a family, And bring 

you to Zion.’ 

 

15 “Then I will give you shepherds after My own heart, who will feed you 

knowledge and understanding. 16 And it shall be in those days when you 

become numerous and are fruitful in the land,” declares the LORD, “they 

will no longer say, ‘The ark of the covenant of the LORD.’ And it will not 

come to mind, nor will they remember it, nor miss it, nor will it be made 

again. 17 At that time they will call Jerusalem ‘The Throne of the LORD,’ 

and all the nations will assemble at it, at Jerusalem, for the name of 
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the LORD; and they will no longer follow the stubbornness of their evil 

heart. 18 In those days the house of Judah will walk with the house of Israel, 

and they will come together from the land of the north to the land that I 

gave your fathers as an inheritance. 

 

Truth 1: Israel believed that they could _____________________ without there 

be consequences.  In fact, their sin caused the whole land to be affected (3:1-3). 

 

Truth 2: Their ____________________affected their relationship with God (3:4-

5). 

 

Truth 3: God knew the sin Israel and Judah engaged in and needed to repent of.  

God knew the sin and the people knew the sin.  God brought the sin to the 

attention of Jeremiah expressing ______________________ that His people did 

not repent (3:6-10).   

 

Question: What are the reasons Israel and Judah would not stop engaging in the 

behavior that they needed to repent of?  One could argue, that they felt no guilt 

even while engaging in behavior that was clearly against the will of God.  They 

had turned their backs on God by engaging in idolatry and other godless behavior.   

 

Truth 4: God called Israel to repent, to return to Him by acknowledging their sin 

and realizing their guilt of wrongdoing.   

 

Truth 5: Where there is _________________, _________________ is unlikely. 

   

 “LORD, do Your eyes not look for honesty? You have struck them, But they 

 did not weaken; You have consumed them, But they refused to accept 

 discipline. They have made their faces harder than rock; They have 

 refused to repent” (Jer. 5:3). 

 

 Why has this people, Jerusalem, Turned away in continual apostasy? 

 They hold on to deceit, They refuse to return. 6 I have listened and heard, 

 They have spoken what is not right; No one repented of his wickedness, 

 Saying, ‘What have I done?’ Everyone turned to his own course, Like 

 a horse charging into the battle. 7 Even the stork in the sky Knows her 

 seasons; And the turtledove, the swallow, and the crane Keep to the time of 
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 their migration; But My people do not know The judgment of the LORD 

 (Jer. 8:5-7). 

 

Truth 5: Guilt of sin precedes repentance.   

 

This is what the LORD says: 

“Restrain your voice from weeping 

And your eyes from tears; 

For your work will be rewarded,” declares the LORD, 

“And they will return from the land of the enemy. 

17 There is hope for your future,” declares the LORD, 

“And your children will return to their own territory. 

18 I have certainly heard Ephraim grieving, 

‘You have disciplined me, and I was corrected, 

Like an untrained calf; 

Bring me back that I may be restored, 

For You are the LORD my God. 

19 For after I turned back, I repented; 

And after I was instructed, I slapped my thigh (showing regret); 

I was ashamed and also humiliated 

Because I bore the shame of my youth.’ (Jer. 31:16-19) 

 

Question: What causes people to repent?   

Answer: Being deeply convinced of one’s guilt, danger, and hopelessness cause 

people to repent (Hos. 6:1-3; 14:1; Am. 5:10-15; Jon. 3:1-10; Matt. 12:41; Lk. 

3:8; 11:32; 13:1-5; 17:1-4; Acts 2:38; 3:13-20; 8:17-24; 17:22-31; 26:13-20).  In 

his letter to the Corinthians, Paul made this point abundantly clear when he wrote: 

 

For though I caused you sorrow by my letter, I do not regret it; though I did regret 

it—for I see that that letter caused you sorrow, though only for a while— 9 I now 

rejoice, not that you were made sorrowful, but that you were made sorrowful 

to the point of repentance; for you were made sorrowful according to the will 

of God, so that you might not suffer loss in anything through us. 10 For the sorrow 

that is according to the will of God produces a repentance without 

regret, leading to salvation, but the sorrow of the world produces death (2 Cor. 

7:8-10).. 
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